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TOUR TO THE RIVER RES. 
TIGOUCHER 

Metis, Lower Canada, July, 1853. 
THE land-route across the peninsula of 

Gaspé was formerly known to the Indians 
and French as the Metis portage, but is 
now called the Kempt road, after the co- 
lon1al governor, through those instrumen- 
tality 1t was opened about twenty years 
ago. The objects of this road were to af- 
ford facilities for carrying the English 
mail between Halifax and Quebee, and to 
facilitate the settlement of the Restigouche 
snd its tributaries. Jt was laid out and 
built after the turnpike fashion, but hav- 
ing been for some unaccountable reason 
entirely neglected by the government of 
Canada ever since the day of its compl 
tion until the present time, it is entirely. 
overgrown with a new generation of trees 
and 1t is but little better than a common 
Indian trail. ) three or four 
spurs of hizh mountains and several beau- 
tifal rivers, all in a state of Nature, also 
here and there a peat bog, and a tamar- 
ack swamp runs along the entire length sof the several Matapedia lakes, and is en- livened by three log-cabins—houses of en- 
fainment. x : 
On looking about, after one unsucecss- 

fal voyage up the Matapedia, for a suit- 
uble person to pilot us across the portage, 
1 was referred to George Dickson as the 
only person who could, and ‘probably 
would, convey us to the St. Lawrence. | found that he lived on the road, about 
e¢ight miles from the Restigouche, and 
kept the first of the three boblic houses 
aiready mentioned. ‘We journeyed to tho 
point with little difficulty, passing two or 
toree clearings, and a small river that was 
fearfully clear, and full of small trout. Wo found Mr Dickson glad to see us, and willing to help us. HE informed us that our first stage beyond this houss must be performed in one day, or we by subjected 
to camp out; and that we must spend that night with him, aod he wou], get all things ready for an early stary op the following morning. To this Proposition 
we of course assented, and then, with our 
minds at ease, we proceed to ascertain were We are, and who were our new friend. Wetound that our stopping.place 
was a double log cabin, with a good burn 
near it, Jocated in the centre of five or six. 
highly cultivated fields, on the summit of 
the mountain. On looking abroad we 
could not see a single vestige of civiliza- 
tion, but only wild mountains upon moun- 
tam, propping the circle of the sky, and 
no signs of water, excepting u very bar. 
row but most charming view of the di. 
tant Restigouche, which resembled a lovie- ly mountain lake. All the green crops of tho neighbouring village were, on this Anus farm, in a flourishing condition - 2 better, neater, or more enjoyable PPer was never eaten than thay “with whieh . 
aftornionn oT innted the rambles of the 

But 8 good su er, an hour’ tion in front of wo wiles slabs: with a tid and intelligent tamily of ladies and a refreshing eleep, were "not the ‘only ri which the travellers to Metis “en- Joyed in the Dickéon cabin, Of More per- | aR value was the information | pic- - : 44 TFespecting our host and the hagh- Ra iterelly speaking —of which he js p< poe Mr Dickson is a Sootobis] Foes ud as plain, honest, hard-working, | tetligent, and kind-hearted 8 man asi ever crossed the ggeaq. He was chain oarrier to the surveying party that laia out the Kempt road. and when the mail- Toute was established, he wag appoteted hd and only manager of all its af- ins, and has continued in the position ia since, for which duty he receives rus Wo hundred and fifty pounds cur- Roo. 3 annum, and to which he has rat i ¥ added that of earryiny over the Toe , few. passengers’ ‘who annually | pon, o St. Lawrence by this channel. In| has <p pes be was himself the postman, ow 3 a arduous duty isnow performed by hc *puty or assistant, a handsome and Su Acadian, named Noble. And this: orest mail carrier very well deserves the i pr in which he glories, for: his powers & endurance, as I am told, are certainly . & high order. ‘Twice in every week, rom the beginning to the end of the year, ye he Pass on foot over the rouie from pe 2 kgm 4 house to Metis, fearing neither = 3 of summer nor the snows of win oy always unattended excepting by biog. on dogs which, in tandem fashion - as ‘@ mailbag behind him lashed in 

cell th, oe ASSP Kot B bom 8 © Year he performs the jonrney pee £00w-3hoes, and ‘ag certain places : ong the route ho hag his caches were Teccemry food is periodically dsposited, read and pork for himself. and when obs i tuirable, horse flesh for his dogs, which 

seventeen years has the royal mail of 
England been thus conveyed across the 
wilderness under the superintendence of 
Mr Dickson ; and, if I remember rightly 
he told me that in all that time it had 
never been robbed or failed in being 
rg conveyed to its destination. He 
stated that the dangers which the post- 
man sometimes experienced from wild 
beasts and winter storms were truly alar- 
ming, and that the wear and tear of so 
much toil upon their constitutions were 
so great that very few of them could en- 
dure more than a seige of two years. And 
he farther informed me that Be the 
coldest weather his men were usually far 
more anxious about their snow-shoes than 
about their clothing. and that all such 
shoes were condemned as utterly useless 
by them when not made of vellow, birch 
wood and moose hide, and did not mea- 
sure just exactly four feet and two inches 
in length. The snow in this region usu- 
ally falls about six feet on a level, but 
sometimes drifts to the height of fifty feet, 
and itis in travelling over this founda- 
tion that the snow-shoes are so serviceable, 
and in fact indispensible ; and the speed 
usually accomplished by an experc man is 
Six miles an hour. The natural speed 
of the dogs would take them on with a 
mail bag weighing from sixty to eighty 
pounds three times asrapicly, and this is 
the reason why the postman always pre- 
cedes his animals; and Mr Dickson tells 
me that the very best dog for winter tra- 
velling now in his poseession is one that 
has been upon the road for eight years, 
and is totally blind. The sagaeity of 
these dogs is also represented as remark- 
able. Seeming to know ths full value of 
the mail entrusted to them, when once at- 
tached to their sledge or cart they never 
allow a stranger even to touch the bag or 
the conveyance. and would tear to pieces 
any man or wild beast that should assault their master. And what is more, these 
dogs seem to enjoy their business of car 
rying the mail ‘as if it were only a 
kind of sporting. 
But the day is breaking. and Mr Dick- 

gon lias summoned us to an early Dreak- 
fast. This is mpeedily despatched, when 
the ladies are packed and partially straps 
ped in a small but stout cart, drawn by 
two well-traived, sure-footed horses, one 
before the other, Which are to be Jed by 
Mr Dickson, while our luggage is placed 
in another similar cart, but without any 
seat, £0 that the manager of this cart and 
thie deponent, like Mr Dickson, have the 
privilege of travelling on foot. Our heads 
are all enveloped in thick veils to keep off 
the black flies and musquitoes, which’ 
promise to be particularly tormenting, 
which precaution will be rendered more 
serviceable by sprinkling upon said veils 
occasionally 4 “few drops of turpentine 
{rom a small vial which Mr Dickson car- 
ries in his vest pocket. A hearty ‘ good 
morning and a pleasant journey’ come to 
us from the members of the household, 
and we are on our winding way. 

Down in the Jistle vale. and nothing 
i8 to Le seer: on every side but a dense forest. 
Slowly and steadily we now begin to climb 
a mountain side. Our pathway is not 
visible; but we know that if the leading 
horse attached to the haggage-cart can 
find a foot-hold we can follow on with 
confidence. = Over our heads the trees 
come together and form a most refreshing 
canopy—the ladies, delighted with the 
novelgy of their situatien, are plucking 
blossoms and the twigs of curious 
bushes, which seem to lean forward as if 
too happy to be handled by stranger- 
hands, although thickly gloved : while I 
ahead or in the rear, drive dull care 
away with an uncouth song. or tramp 
along by. the side of our commodore, ask- 
ing him questions and listening to his 
stories of the woods. Higher and higher, 
when lo! our eyes take in at a single 
glance a boundless sea of mountains, those 
of the far-off Tobique and St. John, lord- 
ing it over our fellows in the south, and 
Shackshoek range looming ambitiously 
into the northern ky. Down. down, and 
we halt upon a bridge to water our horses, 
drink a cup of liquid amber, deepened on- 
ly a shade or two by artificial means, and 
to light a cigar, while one of the party 
takes a hasty sketch of the torrent be- 
neath, which now rushes out of our sight 
on its; way through an unknown land. 
Another hill ‘do we climb, another val- 
ley cross, and others upon otbers do we 
compass at the same slow pace, until 
we balt at noon upon a bridge spanning 
a strange but beatiful stream called As. 
waguegan, whers we tarry to feed our 
horses and enjoy the substantial contents 
of our portal larder. Two lofty hills rise, 
almost perpendicularly within a few hun- 
dred yards ef us, down one of which an 
avalanche has made a perfectly smooth. 
pathway, and _betweep which blows & 
fresh breeue, whereby the flies are driven 
away, sad for brief time we, envio the 
luxary of breathing with unvei aces 

they dovour in enormous quaniities. Kor A clean white cbovh is spread upon the 

flooring of the bridge, and when covered 
with cold tongue and ham, and other 
Athol House substantials, presents a most 
tempting picture toa hungry man, but 
not sufficiently so to prevent the angler of 
the expedition from first throwing a fly 
in a neighouring pool and capturing a 
dozen or two of the spotted beauties, 
when his dinner is eaten with a clear 
conscience ; for surely it would never do 
for a true angler to turn a deaf ear to the 
singing of a stream like the Aswague- 
gan. 
But who are thoss coming down tle 

pathway uf the avalanche, resembling an 
aged Indian with a pack of furs upon his 
back, and accompanied by a boy, who|& 
would fain break bread with us on the 
bridge? Surely, as music has power to 
soothe the savage breast, it isan Italian 
organ-grinder accompanied by his son! 
Five months ago he left ‘his boyhood's 
home in the shadow of the Apennines; 
three months ago he was playing ¢ There 
is no place like Home in’ the rotundo of 
the Astor House, New York; and three 
weeks ago, from the lower portion of the 
city of Quebec, was echoing, with his ma- 
chine, ¢ God save the Queen,” as it pealed 
sweetly in the evening air from the plains 
of Abraham. Our foreign friend seemed 
somewhat bewildered at his present posi- 
tion, and his state of mind is by no means 
quieted when we inform him that he 
must yet travel some twenty miles before 
comeing toa house. Our hearts are 
moved to pity, and we cheer him and his 
companion with a good thick slice of ba- 
con and a cup of wine, leaving him to 
Journey on, through a land of wolvss and 
bears, with music on his back if not in 
his heart. ~ Another long, tedious, hilly, 
lonely, and now somewhat monotorions 
ride ; ‘and; ‘while ‘watehing the clouds 
gathering round the getting sun, we ‘de- 
scend into the valley -of the Matapedia, 
and at the junction of that stream” with 
the Carzepshell, (which we cross) thirty- 
six miles from our morning starting place, 
we pull up before the cabin ot one Jona- 
tham Noble, the father of our friend the 
postman. 

THE PEDLAR’S BARGAIN. 
Ong day a tin pedlar, with an assort- 

ment of vicknacks, arrived at a willage in 
Maine, and called at one of the houses to 
sell his ware® After disposing of a few 
articles to the lady of the house who seem 
ed to live in the midst of children, she 
declared her inability to buy more {or the 
want of money. ; ¢ 

¢ But, marm, ain’t you any rags ?'- 
* None to sell, sir.’ 
¢ Well, said he * you seem to have plenty 

of children. Will you sell me one for tin 
ware : 

* What will you give, sic?" 
Ten dollars for one of them.” 
“In good tin ware ©. 
¢ 0, yes, marm, the best. ; 
¢ Well, sir it is a bargain.’ . 
She then handed one of the urchins . to 

the pedlar, who, surprised that the offer 
was accepted, yet convinced thatthe mo- 
ther win not part with her boy, placed 
‘him in the cart. and supplied the woman 
with tins until the sum of ten dollars was 
made up. 
The man felt certain that the mother 

would rather raise the money than part 
with her child, and seated himself by 
the side of the boy, who was much pleased 
with the idea of having a ride. The ped- 
lar kept his eyes on the house, expeciing 
to see the woman hasten to redeem, the 
little one and rode off at a slow pace. Af- 
ter proceeding some distance, he began to 
repent of his bargain, and turned back. 
I'lie woman had just finished ornamenting 
her dresrer with the tins, when the pedlar 
returned.’ 

* Well, I think the boy is too mall. I 
guess you hed better take him back 
again, and let me have the ware.’ 

+ No, sir, the bargain was fair, and yon 
shall keep to it. You may starp off as 
s00n as you please. ; 

Surprised at this the pedlar exclaimed 
—¢ Woy marm. how can you think of par- 
ting with your boy so young, to on utter - 
stranger ¥ 
Oh, sir, we would like to sell off 

all our town panpers for ten dollars a- 
head.’ ~N ¢ 

The hoy was dropped at the door, the 
whip cracked, the tin rattled, and the ped- 
lar measured the ground rapidly, érvd he 
never after forgot his pauper: specule- 
tion. 

A THRILLING ADVANTURI. 

A merchast wishing to celebrate hig 

daughtrr's wedding, collected « party of 
Ler young companions; they circled 
around her, wishing much happinces to 
the youthful bride, and hér chosen one. 

Iehild, and 

{ 

er father gazed proudly on his lovely’ 
hil. Bop Rhy 5 “bright pros 

r 

around among the guests.” Passing 
through the hall of the basement, he 
met a servant who was earring a lighted 
candle in her band, without a candle stick 
He blamed her for ruch condact, and went 
out into the kitchen ‘to see about the 
supper. The girl soon returned, but with- 
out the candle. The merchant immedi- 
ately recollected that several barrels of 
gunpowder had been placed in the cellar 
during the day, and that one ‘had been 
opened. . 

¢ Where is your candle ? he inquired, in 
the greatest alarm. ; id 

“IT conld’nt bring it up with me, for 
my arms are full of wood, said the 
irl. 

* Where did you ‘put it.’ 
Well, I'd no candle-stick, so I stuck it 

in some black sand that’s in the small bar- 
rel. 

¢ Her master dashed down the stairs, 
the passage was long and dark, his knees 
threatened to give way under him, his 
breath was choaked, his flesh seemed dry 
and parched, as if be already felt the sui- 
focatiog blast of death. At the end of 
the cellar, under the very room where his 
children and their friends were revelling 
in felicity, he saw the open barrel full to 
the top ; the eandle stuck loosely’ in the 
grains, with a long, red snuff of burnt 
wick ; this sight seemed to wither all 
hispowers ; the laughter of the company 
struck upon his ears like a knell ; the mu- 
sic commenced above, the feet of dancers 
responding with vivacity. He fancied the 
candle moved—was falling ; with despe- 
rate energy he sprang forward—but how 
to remove 16 ! the slightest touch would 
cause the red hot wick to fall into the pow- 
der. With unequalled presence of mind, 
he placed a hand on each side of the can- 
dle pointed towards the object of his care, 
which, as his bands met, was secured in 
the clasping of his fingers and safely remo- 
ved away trom its dangerous position. 
When he reached the head ot the stairs 
hesmiled at his previous alarm, but the 
reaction was too powerful, and he was con- 
veyed to his bed senseless, and many 
weeks elapsed ere his nerves recovered 
sufficient tone to allow Lim to resume his 
business. 

WHAT HOPE DID. 
IT stole on its pinions of snow to the 

bed of disease; and the sufferer’s frown 
became a smile —thé emblem of peace and 
endurance. 

1t went to the house of mourning, and 
from the lips of sorrow there came sweet 
and cheerful songs. 

It Jaid its head upon the arm of the 
poor man «which was stretohed forth at 
the ccmmand of unkoly impulses, and 
saved him from disgrace and ruin, 

It dwelt like a living thing in the bo- 
som of the mother, whose son tarried 
long afer the promised time of his com- 
ing: and it saved her from desolation, and 
the “care that killeth.! 

It hovered about the head of the youth 

ia fun and deviltry. Give him a dollar, 
and in less than an hour he will Jay 

ties ota cracked violin. There is romec- 
thing in the African that sheds trouble 
asa duck sheds water. Who ever knew 
a ‘oulled pusson' to commit suicide ? 
The negro is strongly given to love and 

jealousy, but he has no taste for arsenic. 
He may loose bis all by betting nguinst a 
roulette, but he don’t find relief for his 
despair, as white folks do. by resorting to 
chareoal fumes or a new bed-cord, bus by 
visiting * Co fair sex,” and pa ticipating in 
the mazy influence of : de occiputal con- 
vulsions of de clarinets.’ 

Prrrvi—A negro whowae called on esd t 
a witness in one of the courte of North. 
Carolina, on being examined ag to the 
natare of an oath was asked if he kpew 

peets for the future might open for the 
rest of lus chiluren, who wer plawing’ do kingdom.’ 

apain-raised the rate of 

bave produced this state of things, 
difficulty is found in tracing them. 
are asyisible and as marked #8. 
gures on a sun dial. 
minent must be placed the enorm 
crease in the foreign trade of the pds > 
Our productions have expended beyos® 
precedent, 
parts of the earth in unexampled qU¥ 
ties, 
fully kept pace with the goods W 
have sent abroad,—the best pr 

Wool, 1b 

United States 
British India 
Hanseutio Towns, 

Heitish America 

@he Jdultirian. 
THE BRITISH PRESS. 

From Wilmer & Smith’s European Times 
September 17. gil) 

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS. 

Our readers will be prepared for the.in- 
telligence, that the Bank of England has 

discount, whicl 
now stands nominally at four and a-half 
per cent. but which for all practieal pur- 
poses is five per cent. A fortnight back, 
when the last rise took place, the advance 
was only one-half per cent. and during the 
last few days it was confidently asserted 
that the next increase would be one 
per cent ; but this prognostication has 
not been realised, the bank deeming ano- 
ther turn of the screw to thoextent of half 
per cent. sufficient for the present. 4 

This increasing dearness of BARC is 
naturally caleulated to produce constGer: 
able disarrangement of trade, and ie ef- 

fects are alveady seen in the stock and 
share market, which have seriously Fir 
graded ; itis seen in the prostration ¥ 10! 

is already felt in various branches ob 4° 
nufacture ; and the price of all oemmori= 
ties must necessarily feel the 28enCY 
whieh is at work to cheek speculation 2b 
bring trade within parrower Limits. 4 
thus tightening the serew, the bauk is 0 
acting on its traditionary policy. [tes : 
in money, and as the value of money mn 
creases, those who vend it naturally get on 
it a higher price. As the great Feguiator 
of the Exchanges, the Bank of Englan 
is merely carrying out, in thus acung 
the law of itsexistence. W hen confidence 
abounds and capital is abundant, the rate 
of discount is correspondingly Jow ; When 
money is wanted the rate corresponding’ 
increases, snd thus the ebbing and #d- 
vaneing tide of commerce acts and ye-acts 
on the money market, 
same law of supply an 
all other markets are rulud. 

according fo the 
d demand by which 

It is the 

custom in certain querters to abuse the 

bank. Nothing can, be more unjust, When 
its bullion is rapidly dieappearing—when 
five millions have bren abstracted from its 
cellars in & few months, to meet the 10° 
quirements of commerce, prudence Eu8° 
gests caution, and caution 
an extra twist. 

gives the serew 

In looking around for the canees Which 

They 
the fi- 

First and most pro 
ous n= 

all 
nti- 

: i imports has 
and the increase of our 1 hich wo 

cof of a 

We have sent them. 10 

who bad become the Ishmael of society ; healthy reciprocal trade. Take ed 

and led him onward to works which even | ample, the following imports of the Lrss 
his enemies praised. soven months of the the lust and the pre- 

It snatched a maiden from the jaws of [sent year. En 
ye and went with an old man to Hea- IMPORTED Ix ERVIN MOT ; 
en, : 1852. O00, 

No, hope! my good brother. Have it. i: pl 17.836 
Beckon ov on Vout side. Wrestle with it, | Oxen, No. 11S 85,079 
that it may wk not. It will repay Sheep. ,, 53785 4.544 833 
your pains. Life is hard enough at best | C0¢08y 1b Sie 30,186 051 
-~but hope shall lead thee over its bil- Solon " “1397740 . 2,755,527 
lows. Part with all besido— but keep thy | Y¥ beat, grs Laas 2055589 

Flour, cwt 2,417,453 295 hope. t py 709.672 
P Flax =, 528.20 rg 

DARKIES AT A Dancm, | pie. : 500.040 726.829 
Tux happiest man in the world says an | Buster , 167.599 LI 

exchange, is said to be ‘a nigger &t a Cheese ,, 147,234 Ba 
dunce.) In our opinion this rule is: too| Flax & Linseed qra 272.282 4 220.1 0% 
limited, A ‘nigger’ is not only happy | Siik (totale) Ib = 3,778,223 402 85 
at a dance, but in every other position. A | I'chacco (total) ,, 7,131.364 hed 
darkey may ho poor; but he is never low | Wine, gals 3,379.364  @ S66 620 
spirited. Whatever he earns he invests | Cotton, cw 5.574.778 a Gu 

39,305:062 

In all thees articles of importort the 
seven shillings of it out in. yellow nock-| ji francs between the two yeors is very 

striking. © The declared value 0 
month “importa of 53 19 
while that of *52 was only £40 15 
showing an increase in this brief time 

£9,723,000, or nearly 
two great staples a slight fill 
manifested. Sugar shows a decir 
000 cwt., as compared with last ¥ 
Tea has diminished to the ci rp 
and-a=bslf million of pounds; wd 
respects the ubove tabie fs & 
tory comment on the power 
0 consume; as tho folowing 
matter of ¢ 

Asbo 
£49,860,060, 
£0'138,000. 

95 cont. IN 2% eer off is 

ne of 96.- 
ear, and, 
of two 

bot 
gery satisfac 
of the country 
table; in the 
demonstrites 
produce. 

£16 134.397 
7.852 907 
G875,75% 

rty, clearly 
he power of the country 10 

what would be the consequences bere and | Australia, 4.9292 55% 
bexreafier if he swore to a lie: Holland, 41u9.905 
Yeo aid ha, ¢ ears off, and noshare in Brazil, 5 A654, 304 

a 
$005,274 


