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++ From Harper's Monthly Magazine. 
FOUR SIGHTS OF A VTOUNG 

’ - MEAN. 
© FIRST SIGHT. 

Taz first time I saw him, he was, 1 
* think, one of the handsomest youths [ 
ever beheld, I had gone down to see a 
boy who had been intrusted to my care 
by a friend in India, and whom [ had pat 
to achodl a8 Wimbledon. On enterin 

- the play greund with the master, I foun 
my young charge early engaged with a 
acheolfellow, somewhat pd in the 
highly intellectual occupation of knock- 
inga ball with aerooked stick from one 
side of the ground to the other. Both 
werd 00 earnest $0 observe any body or 
any thing but the ball ; and praying the 
master 8 patience, | stood and] watched 
them. Wilson, my young friend, 
was a plain boy enough ; but I never be- 
held a finer form or a finer face thau that 
of his companion. 
perfectly Greek, the complexion brown 

warm, the hair curling in great mas- 
an round the bread aa boty the eyes 
oo of light and life, and the mouth per- 
ot In symme With every muscle 
ough into action, and with the coun- 

tenanca full of excitement, I could not 
belp thinking that such must have been 
tho moments that ancient sculptors sioz- 
ed for the expression of their models ; 
and this youth certainly might have fur- 
nished one to the greatest sculptor that 

[ asked tho master. who he was; but 
Mr C——in answering sunk his voice a 
good deal, saying fn a confidential tone : 
* Ha isa very fiue lad ; but his history is 
rahe a sad one. His father is Colonel 
Hardy, a very wealthy man, now hold- 
ing an important command in India. He 
married a young lady, principally for her 
beauty, I believe; but they could not 
ugreo. This boy was their only child; 
for'—and he dropped his voice still lower 
—*about & year after 
birth, she left her husband—ran away 
with another man. A divorce and two 
deaths followed. Her paramour was shot 
by her hasband in a duel ; and she died 
~—let us trust penitent—within eight 
months of her fatal error.’ ; 
‘And how does the Colonel treat his 

son I’ | asked. t 
* [ should say admirably,’ replied Mr. 

C——, * did tie not indulge him too much 
in one respect. He placed him here be- 
fore he went back to India, three years 
azo; with very careful injunctions as to 
his education. and that is the only time 
1 ever sew him. Ho is a fine, soldier-like 
man, somewhat stiff and haaghty, per- 
haps, bat yet he showed all kinduess to- 
wards the boy in leaving him, besought 
him on noaccount to * break his spirit, 
as he called it, saying that he was des- 
tined for the army, and would need it 
all, and leaving him somewhat to amply 
supplied with mousy. I have remonstra- 
tad by letter against the large allowance 
made him; but [ received rather a tart 
reply, to the effecs that the young man 
was the heir of a large fortune, and should 
learn betimes how to use it.’ . 

‘Does he use it well” T inquired, 
shaking mv head at what [ considered a 
doubtful policy. : 

‘In one respect ho does,’ repliad his 
master. ‘No selfishness, in the common 
acception of the word, mirgles with his 
employment of it. He has treble or quad- 
ruple tte allowance of any other lad in 
the school; but he spends less upon him- 
self than many of tho others. He js al- 
ways ready to give or to lend. Indeed, 
he is lavish : and that is the only fault [ 
can flad in hisuse of his money.’ 

* He is impetuous, ['sheuld think, I re- 
marked, ‘from the way in which he 
strikes the ball. Yvt 
“Too much so—far too much so, re- 

plied Mr. C——; * but, like most impe- 
tuous boys, frank and open-hearted. I 
should call him a creature of impulse, but 
that be has very strong and enduring af- 
festions : end it is onlyby thera that he 
can ba ruled. His mother’s was much 
such a temper as his own, [am told ; bat 
she had weakness which he has not; and 
he has a touch of lis father's pride, in 
which very doubtful quality she was de- 
ficient. One proof of hls strength o fat- 
tachmen$ you may ses in his regard for 
Re little friend Harry. He has been 
is protector and guide ever since he 

camo to the school; and not aBoy in the 
) dare burt or annoy Harry 

crmission io take Harry omb with me to 
a on the Themes and. dine with mas 

higher up tho river: and [ easily gos 
permission to add Willinm Hardy to she 

hand, 

The features were. 

young William's | 

party. We mado a pleasant expedition 
without any incident or adventure worth 
detailing ; but I was much charmed 
with iarry’s young comrade. 

His manners were peculiarly high-ton- 
ed and gentleman-like, and there was 
about him all that frank fearless open- 
ness which always charterizes the bigh- 
bred English boy. I'aults he had, in- 
deed, which were not hidden even during 
our short companionship. He was not 
only impetuous, but willfull ; and I could 
not but observe that he seemed to harden 
himself against counsel. Ineed, it was 
evident that he had beefi somewhat spoil- 
ed in hig carly youth, and I internally 
prayed that the similar points in his 
father's character and his cwn might 
never be brought into barsh opposition : 
for I had already gleaned enough insight 
into shat of Colonel Hardy, from the few 
words which Mr C-—had uttered con- 
cerning him, to feel sure that such antag- 
onism might be dangerous to the happi- 
ness of both, The man who spoils a son 
in youth is always prone to be harsh with 
him when he is grown up. 
The approach of calamities either to- 

ward others or ourselves, however, is 
| never worth calculating. As the simple 
iron edge of the railroad gives direction 
hither and thither to the enormous mass 
of the train, so things imperceptible or 
hardly noticed often divert the mighty, 
events that eeem coming directly upon 
us. Our liftle expedition concluded very 
pleasantly, and 1 parted from the two 
boys with kindly feelings, I om sure, on 
all parts. William Hardy camo frequnt- 
ly duriag the holidays to see his young 
companion, and fora timo became quite 
familiar in my house. Bub the tio be- 
tween us was to ba soon severed, for a 
time at least. Harry, in some boyish ex- 
ploit, got very wet, concealed “the fact 
from the master, and was siczed with 
that horrible disease, acute rheumatism 
of the heart. By enormous bleeding, the 
severer symptoms were checked : but the 
disease put on a chrovic form, and it was 
necessary to remove the poor boy to my 
house. — : 
There he lingered sadly for some five 

ant among all the painful pic- 
tures with which the gallery of my me- 
mory is filled, [ knew few more distress- 
ing than that of thie poor gentle uncom- 
plaining boy, sitting in an easy chair, 
with his feet ab the fire, in the midst of 
summer, his breathing terribly laborious, 
his large dark eyes anxiously protruding 
and his once ruddy lips become of a dark 
and sickly purple. With the extinction 
of all corporeal energies, kindly affections 
seemed to be becom about him like 
fruit upon thé branches of a tree stripped 
of all the freshness and green vigor of the 
summer. He evidently saw my anxiety 
regarding him, and my deep and . painful 
sympathy, and when [ came in ho would 
turn around his head with a bright smile, 
which made his plain face look lovely, 
telling me in his gasping voice thas he 
felt better, that he was easior. He kept 
up the same story to the day of his death 
and [do believe he did then feel batter and 
easier ; for he went to sleep like a child. 
The mortal pars seemed to give up the 
struggle to retain the immortal compan- 
ion against the separating power of death 
and during the last twelve hours ong 
might have fancied that the freed spirit 
was voluntarily lingering forawhile about 
tha decayed house which it was abandon- 
ing forever. ' 

William Hardy got up to sea him more 
than oneg, and his cheertul tenderness 
almost seemed to revive the poor boy du- 
ring his long iliness. There was no ef- 
fort apparent upon William's part to- talk. 
bappily and cheeringly; but yet there 
muss have heen an effort and a strong one ; 
for when I met him one day as he was 
coming out of poor Harry's room, the 
tears were already in his eyes, and he pas- 
sed me hurriedly without a word. 

There were strong feelings in that boy's 
heart, and strong powers in his mind. 
Ie could not bear to hear poor Harry suf- 
fer; and yet how much happier was Harry 
Wilson's fate than his! 
After the death of my little charge, a 

long intervale succeeded, during which I 
aww nothing of William Hardy. (6 was 
nearly five years, [ think, and during 
that time I heard nothing of him person- 
ally, though I saw the return of his Fa- 
ther from India noticed in somo news- 
papor. 

THE SECOND SIGHT. 
The next time I saw William Hardy 

was in very different scones. | was then 
a man shout forty-five; not old eno to 
forget the feelings of youth; too old to 
enter nto its rivalries. "It wo would but 
try, it repuires no very severe effort of, 
sae mind to fx, for our own government, 
a exact position in the rave of life at 
sach of its yarions pariods ; and the bene- 
fis of so doing is very great, II every 
{mn is im sesroh of happiues, he will ne- | 
vez attain his fall share at any time of 

life, unless he settles what ds the happi- 
ness that benefits his age. Ag forty-five 
I had given up daucing, except when I 
was wanted to assist the amusements of 
others ; but [ was yery fond of going to 
places where L could see others dunco and 
enjoy themselves. To enjoy life innocen- 
tly, I have always looked upon as chedi- 
ence to the will of God —asa part of his 
worship when we doit tn aright spirit; 
and I love to see young people happy. 
On one oecasion [ was invited to a very 

gay ball, given by a merchant of some 
eminence. He had a little weakness for 
what is ealled * high life ;” but to his 
honor he it said, that the acquaintance he 
had contrived with people of elevated 
station never led him to look down upon 
or neglect persons in his own rank ; nor 
had the wealth he had acquired ever 
taught him so severe the kindiy ties be- 
tween himself and the poorer companions 
of his youth—for he had not always been 
a rich man. ; 
The house fo which [ was invited was a 

very splendid one near the end of Port- 
land Place ; and the decorations conld not 
have been surpassed, either in point of 
or cost, by the palace -of a prince. The 
hour of my arrival was mot civher very 
early or very late. Dancing bad begun 
but still the rooms. were comparatively 
thin, and, as [ stood in the first drawing- 
\xoom, I could see the gay young couples 
swimming gracefully slong in tho ball- 
room beyond. There were many pretty 
faces there ; but the one which most at- 
tracted my attention was that of a young 
lady, of perhaps twenty years of age, with 
more color than jis unsvally seen in the 
cheeks of London worn beauties, and with 
white cameliias in ber rich dak hair, 
She was what is called splendidly dress. 
ed, but with great taste, and I think I 
have seldom seen anything more graceful 
than her movement, in the dunce. She 
attracted a good deal of attention from all 
the male part of the company, but it was 
very evident that there was ene she cared 
for more than all the resi, Nor wag he 
at all indifferont to ber. He was a fing, 
manly-looking fellow, o model of youth- 
ful strength, with tho rich brown hair 

rather large whiskers curling wildly 
wildly which way they would. Fs was 
dressed almost in the extreme of the fagh- 
ion, but, withal there wag a sort of care: 
less ease: abous him which made hig 
cloathes become Lim much more than if 
they had been very previously put on. 
to duneed with that pretty girl twice 
before any one else Sol engage her, and 
then he suffered her to take a turn or two 
with some one else, but stood still gazing 
at her with eyes full of ‘admiration—ay, 
and tenderness ; and when he stopped lie 
was by her side again in a moment. 

[ needed not to be told who he wag, and 
yet I asked my host his name. : 

¢ That i8 young William Hardy,’ replied 
he, ‘the son of the rich Colonel Hardy. — 
He is quite infatuated with our pretty lit- 
tle friend Jessia Reid; but [ do not know 
how it is going to end. He has met her 
here several times at our little parties, 
but Colonel Hardy was here himself the 
last time, and I thought he did not seem 
to like it. [wish Wiltion would con- 
ceal his admiration a little more, for | 
fear the Colonel might not approve of his 
marriage with her. 

¢ Not rich, [ sappose ?' I said, 
¢ Neither rich nor high born,’ replied 

my good friend. ‘She is an excellent 
girl though, and her father isan excellent 
man. He is only, however, our principal 
managing clerk. [ invite the family al- 
ways, and nothing shall prevent mo ; for 
a better man does not live, nor one better 
educated. Besides ho'wad my school-fel- 
low, and old friend, and though fortune 
has dealt differently by ug, that can make 
nochange in my regard.” 

Just at that moment William Hardy's 
eyes turned for a single instant away from 
Jessie, and towards whera I stood. He 
darted across ab once; and took my 
hand with kindly warmth. A few words 
of no consequence passed between us, and 
then the looks of beth were directed to- 
wards Jessie Reid. 

‘isshe not lovely ¥ he said, with a 
barat, of lover's enthusiasms. . 

¢ Yes, slic is very presty indeed,’ I an- 
swerved, drily enough. But he did not 
wait to hear or comment, darting away 
to her side again, to pour honey into her 
ear. 
A few minutes after an elderly gentle- 

man, thin, and hard-looking, but with a 
very distinguished air, in spite of a toilet 
somewhas too elaborate, eumo sear me, 
and continued gazing into the ball-room 
aslif ho had just srrived, and wos recon- 
noitring the ground beiore he. took up 
his position. William Hardy Jprids to 
to him gayly ; bub wentone with Lis dan- 
cing and kis love-makiog without the 
sighs change of demeanor. Again 
and sgain ho danced with Jessie Reid 
and bis manner was mob to be mistaken, 

floating -ronnd - tio. fino fobakaad, and. 

{or elerkship on small salary. 

His salutation of my neighbour made me 
turn my eyes to the countenance of the 
latter ; but there was little tobe remark- 
ed upon it. I was quiet, grave and stern 
and the only thing that attracted my no- 
tice was an occasional twitch of the up- 
per lip, which might be habitual ov might 
proceed from some mervous affection— 
though, be it said, he did not at all look 
like a nervous man. 

At length when William, as if feeling 
that he was making his love too. conspic- 
uous, withdrew for a moment from fair 
Jessie's side— it was rather late in the 
evening —ths tall, elderly man walked 
straight across the ball-room, putting o 
good number of people out of his way, as 
he went without the elightest ceremony 
and seated himself by William's fair part- 
‘ner. What he said to her, [ do mot 
know ; but at first she smiled faintly, and 
anawered, ib seemed to me, with a timid 
effort to make herself agreeable to him. 
I had ssttled who he was, and I was 
vight'; but I was looking round for some 
oue to give me confirmation, when sud- 
denly I saw Jessie turn deadly pale, and 
Colonel Hardy rose dignifiedly, and left 
her, talking easily to somo people near. 
William at once crossed over to her, and 
seemed to ask her to dance again, for] 
could see him offer his arm. She arose 
and took it with a bewildered sort of look ; 
but the next moment she sunk down, 
rather than fell, with every particle of 
color gone from her cheeks and lips. She 
had fainted. 
Some of the people talked of the ex- 

treme heat of the room, and some carried 
her into another chamber, and William 
Hardy disappeared ; bat the Colonel car- 
ried on bis conversation, as if nothing 
had happered © and the music sounded 
gayly ; and the people proceeded with the 
dance. [ fancied that I saw deeper than 
others into that fainting fit ; and I have 
every reason to believe that I was not 
wrong. Soon after [ took my departure 
and retired to my own quiet home. The 
feathers and the finery, the jewels and 
the gold, the gay laugh and the music, 
the whirling dance, and beaming eyes, 
and tho palpitating hearts, all faded away 
Hike thedmagesofa vision, and a solemn. 
sort of thoughtfulness foll vpon mo—an 
impression of the vanity ot life and all 
things earthly, which would not let me 
sleep. 

; tia the changes from fine weather {o 
storm are izore sudden than the reverse 
—that the brillinnt and the gay scenes of 
life are more frequently the precusors of 
disaster and sorrow than the dark and 
the gloomy ave of joy and prosperity. The 
mind requires time - to recover from the 
shock of the tempest the effect of ‘enjoy- 
ment is more evanescent. Even if it 
leave a sweet trace upon the memory, 
it is but to'raake the darker picture which 
follows, look more black by the compari- 
S00. ‘a 
Was the grave thonght which succeed. 

ed this bright scene a forewarning of the 
melancholy thing to come? Within six 
months from that time, that splendid 
house and all. its costly furniture were |. 
brought to the hammer ; for a commer- 
cial crizes had come on. The owner be- 
came a bankrupt, a paralytie, a corpse.— 
[he Ried family shared in his rain ; and 
in old age Mr-Reid had to take an inferi- 

It broke 
hig heart too, and he died ere long—I 
know not how long rg the disaster, but 
ab all events within two years, 

All these fuets reached my ears by de- 
grees : but we are all very hard in this 
world: our feelings and affections ave 
short-sighted ; they only perceive keenly 
when things are brought very near them. 
A ¢ Poor Fellow!” a ¢ Well, that is very 
sad I" isthe most we give to the sorrow, 
tho ruin, tho death of mere acquaintance 
—and then, they are forgotten. 

I next heard sunt Wilham Hurdy had 
married Jessie Reid against his father's 
consent, and that the Colonel had cast 
him off. That touched me gore nearly. 
{ had an interest in William Hardy, and 
I tried to find out where he was living — 
to seo if | could not meditate a reconcil- 
iation between him and his father. I 
could not find him, and I concluded that 
he was trying the rarely succesful expe. 
riment of love in a cottage. I heard no- 
thing more of his history for a long 
while aud then I heard it from his own 
mouth. 

(To be contin ned.) 

A vorararie young Jord, whose eon: 
quest in the famalo werld were numbers 
less, at last married. 

ly or openly —whether with a redeem 

Hy named it. 

Jessness of robbery. It is lying? 

ry purpose, the guard against © 
on of the private feeling, ort 

commission so_secretly intended 
common goed, 

every thing was religious. Tht 
commonly used, even in private 
tions, as an end of all strife. 

From tho Editor's Table of Harper’ 
~ gazine for December. 3 
POLITICAL CORRUPTION. 

Way has Political Corruption become 
a jest and a byword among us—a settled 
phrase, denoting a fixed faet in our his 
tory—a fact conceded by all paties, sod 
which no intelligent man ever thinks of. 
denying? We hear it from all sides.—. 
There is political eorruption, and that 600. 
on the broadest scale—corruption in all. 
parties—corruption in leading partisans . 
—eorruption in political measureg—cor- 
ruption in political services—oorruption 
in the dispeasation of offices—Cofruption 
in the management of the press—corrup- 
tion among almost the entire class of those 
who may be called politicians by professi- 
on—a growing corruption, or, Wbat is 
equally bad, a growing indifference tor 
corruption among the masses of the Peo. 
ple. 4 

It isno longer tho charge merely of ; 
one party against another ; and we phere 
fore adapt it as the theme of our edifor'd® 
lucubrations without any fear of being 
accused of partisan tendencies or paridy 
ities. To speak now of political cotrEP~ 
tion, or to denounce political corrupho™ 
isno evidenee that a man is a Whig oF: 
Democrat, & Hunker or a Barnburnet ®= 
Conservative or a Radical. Mors. or 1683 
an evil in all governments, it has gro 
to such a pitch among us as to arrest 1% 
attention of evem the mosh superfitl®h 
thinkers, and the most careless obseryeré: 
The pure men in all parties—end hero 
are such in all parties—confess and der ‘ 
plore it. Thore was once a redeeming 
hypocrisy in this matter. The evil W&Y 
have existed to some degree, in our pure: 
administrations ; but it was not avowed. 
it was not gloried in. 16 is only of late ; 
that the leading dogma wo condemn bad 
been maintained to be an indispensable, 
and, therefore; a defensible attendant 0 
all political—that is, as some would. da-') 
fine it—all party action. : CARY 

By whak-dae by thin awacppas 
term political corruption ? = What 3 As : 
essential idea Is 16 capable of a traode- 
finition, presenting at onco its inher? 
nature, its inseparable moral turpitude =" 
To prevent, in any sense, and in any a 
the measures, the appointments, the poy” a 
ers of government, whether logislatists 
Judicial, or executive, from comsih, oh 
private ends, from catholic or universt’ © 
individual or partisan aims —whethe” © 
a larger or smaller scale — whether $62 

hypocrisy or with an unblushing rte) 
of rascality-—thas is political aorru pty 2 
The logical instinct of mankind has pein ; 

It ia as corruplio, a breski00 
up, a decomposition, a disease in ho 70 
politic, destructive to its healthy Er rt 
zation, and unfitting it for the per hh: in 
ance of its true organic functions: Ror 
an unnutaral vielation of she purp®” 
which government is oreated. | 10H C5 
than private gambling; for 6 B45 °° 
stake nok the gambler's own PEOPT 
but what has been conmitted to ions 
sacred deposit in the namesof I 2 “He 
now living, sad many more millio"® j° 
unborn. : = # : 

It adds the meanness'of theftto $10 1aW= 
gil in pers 

fidy ; it Is the foulest, the raukest, Fri 
most Heaven daring perjury. 69 DaT i 
ness and its wickedaess are exaci 

proportion to the supposed honor ofA" 
stewardship, and the high religious i 
of the trust. It isa violation of tho 
lemn oath taken snd imposed for 12 7." 

he Ipires: 

/peivato 

partisan interest, in the manages for tho 

orld; almost © 
The oaths was 

trarisac- 
The ap= 

peal to Heuven, und the oorfiFmst ich oe 
by sacrafice, entered into the daily €¢ of 

pacts between man ‘and mag. Jorn Jo0° 

the federative terms, even ism Seal ten 

guages, retain still the etymolo ht! 

ces of such religious origin. In Jig 
a3 wo would cutl so pit? ig 
times, tho oath has been coniues® coco. 

to judicial proceedings, and the HEC, g = 
of semetliing of » religious © of tho 
olisical truss. The President yl 
Tnited States, the Gove ana nder 

In the earlier ages of the 

; AS lord,” said his lady, “I hope blissicks eid qo ; 1 Eremp 
od Il send aes Hoge © Ithent, whether appointe op 1 
5 Madam, replied he, ‘ yon may de- Jn i As Shik or J volume 
pend on it, this 1s my fast Forty, wherein God reyesls bis abhorrence of 
"A man that loves to be pevieh and pa- | perjiry, or lift them Spr fr d 
rapount, and to play the sovereign at [swear by tho Une, id Lod 
overy turn, does but blast tho blessings | will rightly (AP) dg 
of life, and swagger away his own enjoy finder ts 8G mo wpiriy, if 
meat, mE Ba CT gr a Burn od 

A


