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From Harper's Monthly Magaszine.
FOUR SIGHTS OF A VToTWG
AN,

FIRST SIGHT.

Tur first time I saw him, he was, 1

“ think, one of the handsomest youths [
ever beheld, T had gone down to see a
boy who had been intrusted to my care
by a friend in India, and whom [ had pat
to achodl a8 Wimbledon. On entering
the play greund with the master, I found
my young charge early engaged with a
acheolfellow, somewhat older, in the
highly intellectual oceupation of kunock-
ing a ball with aorooked stick from ome
side of the ground to the other. Both
wera £00 earnest #0 observe any body or
sny thing but the ball ; and praying the
master 8 patience, [ stood and] watched
them. rry Wilson, my young friead,
was a plain boy enough ; but [ never be-
held a finer form or a finer face thau that
of his companion. The features were
perfectly Greek, the complexion brown
end warm, the hair curling in great mas-
325 round the broad open brow, the eyes
fall of light and life, and the mouth per-
}f)eot 0 symmetry. With cvery muscle
toughs into action, and with the coun-
tenanca.full of excitement, [ could not
help thinking that such must have been
the moments that ancient sculptors siez-
ed for the expression of their models ;
and this youth certainly might have fur-
nished one to the greatest sculptor that

. ever lived.

[ asked tho master, who he was; but
Me C——in answering sunk his voice a
good deal, eaying n a confidential tone :
*He isa very fiue lad ; but his history is
rathesa sad one. His father is Colonel
Hardy, a very wealthy man, now hold-
ing an important command in India. He
married a young lady, principally for her
boauty, I believe ; but they could not
agreo. This boy was their only child;
for'—and he dropped his voice still lower
—*about & year after young William's
birth, she l¢ft her husband—ran awav
with another man. A divores and two
deaths followed. Her paramour was shot
by her husband in a duel ; and she died
~——let us trust penitent—within eight
months of her fatal error.’

*And how does the Colonel treat his
son I’ | asked.

* [ should say admirably,’ replied Mr.
C—-, * did tie not indulge him too much
in one respect. He placed him here be-
fore he went back to India, three years
azo; with very careful injunctions as to
his education. and that is the only time
1 ever sew him. Ho is a fine, soldier-like
man, somewhat stiff and hanghty, per-
haps, bat yet he showed all kinduess to-
wards the boy in leaving him, besought
him on noaccouns to * break his spirit,
as he ealled it, saying that he was des-
tined for the army, and would need it
all, and leaving him somewhat to amply
supplied with mousy. I have remonstra-
tod by letter against the large allowance
made him; but [ received rather a tart
reply, to the effecs that the young man
was tho heir of a large fortune, and should
loarn betimes how to use it.’ .

‘Does he use it weil? T inquired
shaking mv head at what [ coasidered a
doubtful policy, :

‘Tnone respect ho does,” repliad his
master. *No selfishness, in the common
aceeption of the word, mirgles with his
employment of it. He has treble or quad-
ruple tue allowanee of any other lad in
the school; bushoe epends less upon him-
eelf than many of thoe others. He js al-
ways ready to giva or to lend. Indeed,
he is lavish : and that is the only fault [
can flnd in hisuse of his monay.’

‘ He is impetuous, [ sheuld think,' T re-
marked, ‘from the way in which he
sirikes the ball.

“Too much so—far. too much so, re-
plied Mr. C—— * but, like most impe-
tuous boys, frank and open-heavted. I
should eall him a creature of impulse, but
thas he has verysirong and enduring af-
festions | end it is onlyby thera that he
can ba ruled. His mother's was muach
sugh & temper as his own, [amtold ; bat
she had weakness which he has not ; and
he has a touch of his father's pride, in
which very doubtful quality she was de-
ficient. One proof of hlsstrength o fat-
tachmen$ you may see in his regard for
iour. little friend Harry. He has been

is protector and guide ever since he
camo to the school ; andnot a®oy in the
the house dare hurt or annoy Harry

‘ilson, if William Hardy is near at
hand,’ :

1 had already obtained the master's
permission to take Harry oms with meto
row on the Thames and dine with ma
higher up the river: and I easily gos
permizsion to add Willinm Hardy to the

party. Ve mado a pleasan expedition
without any incident or adventure worth
detailing ; but [ was much charmed
with Iarry’s young comrade-

His manners wers peculiarly high-ton-
ed and gentleman-like, and there was
about him all that frank f{earless open-
ness which always charterizes the high-
bred English boy. I'aults he had, in-
deed, which were not hidden even during
our shord companionship. He was not
only impetuous, but willfull ; and I could
not but observe that he seemed to harden
himself against counsel. Ineed, it was
evident that he had beeil somewhat spoil-
ed in his carly youth, and [ internally
prayed  that the similar pointsin his
father's character and his cwn might
never be brought into barsh opposition ;
for I had already gleanad enough insight
into that of Colonel Hardy, from the few
words which Mr C-—had uttered con-
cerning him, to feel sure that such antag-
onism might be dangerous to the happi-
ness,of both. The man who spoilsa son
in youth is always prone to be harsh with
him when he is grown up.

The approach of calamities either to-
ward others or ourselves, however, is
|never worth caleulating.  As the simple
iron edge of the railroad gives direction
bither and thither to the enormous mass
of the train, so things imperceptiblo o
hardly noticed ofren divers the mighty
{events that eeem coming direotly upon
us. Ounr liftle expedition concluded very
pleasantly, and | parted from the two
boys with kindly feelings, T am sure, on
all parts.  William Hardy came frequnt-
ly duriag the holidays to see his young
compuninn, and fora timo becamo quite
familiar in my house. Bub the tio be-
tween us was to be soon severed, for o
time at least. Harry, in some boyish ex-
ploit, got very wet, concealed ‘the fact
from the master, and was siczed with
that horrible disease, acute rheumatiem
of the heart. By enormous bleeding, the
severer symptons wers checked : but the
disease put on a chrovic form, and it was
necessary t0 remove tho poor boy to my
house. -

There he lingered sadly for some five
wmontl, ant among all- the painful pic-
tures with which the gallery of my me-
mory is filled, [ knew few more distress-

plaining boy, sitting in an easy chair,
with his feet at the fire, in the midst of
summer, his breathing terribly laborious,
his large dark eyes anxiously protruding
and his once ruddy lips become of a darik
and sickly purple. With the extinction
of all corporeal energies, kindly afections
seemed to be gathered about him like
fruit upon thé branches of a tree stripped
of all the freshness and green vigor of the
summer. He evidently saw my anxiety
regarding him, and my deep and . painful
sympathy, and when [ came in ho would
turn around his head with abright smile,
which made his plain face look lovely,
telling me in his gasping voice that e
fels better, that he was easier. He kept
up the same story to the day of his death
and [do believe he did then feel bstter and
easier ; for he went to sleep like a child.
The mortal pars scemed to give up the
struggle to retain the immortal compan-
ion against the separating power of death
and during the last twelve hours one
might have fancied that the freed spivit
was voluntarily lingering forawhile about
the decayed house which it was abandon-
ing forever.

William Hardy got up to sea him more
tham once, and bis cheertul tenderness
almost seemed to revive the poor boy du-
ring his long iliness. There was no ef-
fore apparent upon William’s part to- talk
bappily and checringly; but yet there
must have heon an effort and a strong one ;
for when I met him one day as he was
coming out of poor Harry's room, the
tears were aiready in his eyes, and he pas-
sed me hurriedly without a word.

There were strong feelings in that boy's
beart, and strong powers in his mind.
He could not bear to hear poor Harry suf-
fer; and yet how muoh happier was Harry
Wilson’s fate than hia!

After the death of my little charge, a
long intervale succseded, daring which [
szw nothing of William Hardy. (6 was
nearly five years, [ think, and during
that time I heard nothing of him person-
ally, though I saw the return of his Fa-
ther from India noticed in somas news-
papor. \

THE SECOND SIGHT.

The next time I saw William Hardy
was in very difforent scones. | was then
a man nbout forty-five; not old enough to
forget the feclings of youth; too old to
enter into its vivalries. It wo would but
try, it repuires no very severe effort of
sha mind to iix, for oar own government,
our exact position in the race of life at
sach of ite yarious pariods ; and fhe bene-
fis of 0 doing is very great. If every

man is ia sesrch of happiues, he will ne-
ver attain his full share at angy time of

ing than that of the poor gentle uncom-

life, unless he settles what ds the happi-
ness that henefits his age. Ag forty-five
L had given up daucing, except when [
was wanted to assist the amusements of
othars ; but [ was very fond of going to
places where 1 could see others dunco and
enjoy themselves. Toenjoy life innocen-
tly, I haye always looked , upon as ohedi-
ence to the will of God—asa part of his
worship when we do it In o right spiri§;
and I love to see young people happy.

On one oecasion | was invited to a very
gay ball, given by a merchadt of some
eminence. . He had a little weakness for
what is ealled * high life ;” hut to his
konor be it said, that the acquaintance he |
had contrived with peopls of elevoted
station never led him to look down upon
or neglect persons ia his own rank ; nor
had the wealth he had acquired ever
taught bim so severe the kindiy fies be-
tween himself and the poorer companions
of his yonth—for he had not always been
a rich man.

The house to whioch [ was invited was a
very splendid one near the end of Port-
land Place ; and the decorations conld ngt
have been surpassed, either in point of
or cost, by the palace -of a prince. The
hour of my arrival was nobt either very
early or very late. Dancing bad begun
but still the rooms were comparatively
thiv, and, as [ stood in the fivst drawing-
{room, I could see the gay young couples
swimming gracefully slong in tho ball-
room beyond. There were many pretty
fages there ; but the one which most at-
tracted my attention wag that of o young
lady, of perhaps twenty years ofage, with
more color than jis usvally seen in the
cheeks of London worn beauties, and with
white cameliias in’ ber rich dark hair,
She was what is called splendidly dregs.
ed, but with great taste, and I think I
bave seldom seen anything more graceful
than her movement in the dance. She
attracted o good deal of attention from all
the niale partof the company, but it was
very evident that there was one she cared
{ for more than all the resi, Nor was he
at all indifferont to ber. He was o fing,
manly-looking fellow, o model of youth-
ful strength, with tho rich drown hair
floating rennd -tho. fine sad, and.
rather large whiskers curling wildly
wildly which way they would.

He was
dressed almost in the extrems of the fagh-
ion, but withal there wag asort of care:
less ease: abous him which made hig
cloathes become Lim much more than if
they had been very previeusly put on.
tlo dunoed wifh that pretty girl twice
bafore any one else could engago her, and
then he suffered her to take u turn or two
with some one elss, but stood still gazing
at her with eyes full of ‘admiration—ay,
and tenderness ;and when £he stopped le
was by her side again in a moment.

[ needed not to be told who he was, and
yeb [ asked my host his name.

¢ That is young William Hardy,” replied
he, ‘the son of the rich Colonel Hardy.—
He is quite infatuated with our pretty lit-
tle friend Jessia Reid; bas [ do not know
how it is going to end. He has met her
here several times at our little parties,
but Colonel Hardy was hero himself the
last time, and I thought he did not seem
to like it. [ wish William would con-
ceal his admiration a littlo more, for |
fear-the Colonel might rot approve of his
marriage with her.’

¢ Not rich, [ sappose ¥ I said,

¢ Neither rich nor high born,’ replied
my good friend. ‘She i3 an excellent
gitl though, and her father isan excellent
man. He is only, however, our principal
managing clerk. [ invitethe family al-
ways, and nothing shall prevent me ; for
a better man does not live, nor one better
cducated. Besides howas my school-fel-
low, and old friend, and though fortune
has dealt differently by us, that can make
no change in my regard.’

Just at that moment Willilam Hardy's
eyes turned for a single instans away from
Jessie, and towards whera I stood. He
davted across ab once; and took mv
hand with kindly warmth. A few words
of no cousequence passed botween us, and
then the looks of beth were directed to-
wards Jessie Reid.

‘isshe not lovely ¥ he eaid, with a
barst of lover’s enthusiasm.

‘ Yes, shie is very presty indeed,’ I an-
swered, drily eunough. But he did not
wait to hear or comment, darting away
to her side again, to pour honey into her
ear.

A fow minutes after an elderly gentle-
man, thin, and hard-looking, but with a
very distinguished air, in spite of o toilet
somewhas too elaborate, came gear me,
and continued gazing into the ball-room
astif ho bad just arrived, and was recon-
noitring the ground before he took up
his position. illiam Ifardy woddad to
to him gayly; but wentone with Lis dan-
cing and his love-making without the
slightest change of dsmeanor. Again
and sgain ho danced with Jessie Reid
and bis manner wes mod £0 be mistaken,

riment of love in o cottage.
thing more of his history for a long
while aad then [ heard it from his own
mouth.

[is salutation of my neighbour made me

turn my eyes to the countenance of the

lagter ; but there waslittle tobe remark-
ed upon 16, I was quiet, grave and stern
and the only thing that atiracted my no-
tice was an occasional twiteh of the up-
per lip, which might be habitual ov might
proceed from some mervous affection—
though, be it said, he did not at all look
like & nervous man.

At length when William, as if feeling
that he was making his love too conspic-
nous, withdrew for a moment from fair
Jessio's side—it was rather late in the
evening—tha tall, elderly man walked
straight across the ball-room, putting o

' good number of people out of his way, as

ho went without the elightest ceremony
and seated himself by William’s fair part-
ner. What ho said to her, [ do mot
know ; but at firstshe smiled faintly, and
anawered, it seemed to me, with a timid
effort to make herself agreeable to him.
I had ssttled who he was, and I was
rvight'; but I was looking round for some
oue to give me confivmation, when sud-
denly 1 saw Jessie turn deadly pale, and
Coloael Hardy rose dignifiedly, and left
her, talking easily to some people near.
William at once crossed over to her, and
seemed to ask her to dance again, for ]
could see him offer his arm.  Sho arose
and took it with a bewildered sort of look ;
but the next moment she sunk down,
rather than fell, with every particle of
color gone from her cheeks and lips.  She
had fainted.

Some of the peopls talked of the ex-
treme heat of the room, and some carried
her into another chamber, and William
Hardy disappeared ; but the Colonel car-
ried on bis convergation, as if nothing
had happered - and the music sounded
gayly ; and the people proceeded with the
dance. [ fancied that I saw deeper than
others into that fainting fit ; and I have
every reason to believe that [ was not
wrong. Scon after [ took my departure
and retired to my own quiet home. The
feathers and the finery, the jewels and
the gold, the gay laugh and the music,
the whirling dance, and beaming eyes,
and tho palpitating hearts, all faded away
like thedmaeges.of.a vision, and s solemo
sort of thoughtfalness foll vpon mo—an
impression of the vanity ot lifo and all
things earthly, which would not let me
sleep.

T foar tho changes from fine weather fo
storm are wore sudden than the reverse
—thatthe brilliant and the gay scenes of
life are more frequently the precusors of
digaster and sorrow thans the dark and
the gloomy are of joy and prosperity. The
mind requires time - to recover from the
sbock of the tempestj the effect of ‘enjoy-
ment is more evanescens. Fven if 1t
leave a sweet trace upon the memory,
it i but to'ranke the darker picture which
follows, lovk more black by the compari-
s0n.

Was the grave thonght which suceeed.
ed this bright seens o forowarning of the
malancholy thing to come? Within six
months  from that time, that splendid
house and all its costly {urniture were
broughs to the hammer ; for a commer-
cial erises had come on.  The owner be-
came a bankrupt, o paralytie, w corpse.—
he Ried family shared in his ruin ; and
in old age Mr-Reid had to take en infori-
or clerkship on small salazy. It broke
hig heart too, and he died ere long—I
know not how long after the disaster, but
at all events within two years.

All these fuets reached my ears by de-
grees : but we arve all very bard in this
world: our feelings and affections are
short-sighted ; they only perceive keenly
when things are brought very near them.
A ¢ Poor Fellow ! a ¢ Woll,, that is very
sad I igthe most we give to the sorrow,
¢he ruin, tho death of mere acquaintance
—and then, they are forgotten.

I next heard shat Wilham Hordy had
married Jessio Reid against his fathers

consent, and that the Colonel had cast

him off. That touched me mgore nearly.
{ had an interest in William Hardy, and
I tried to find out where he was living—
to seo if | could not meditate a reconcil-
iation botween him and his father. I

could not find him, and [ concluded that

he was trying the rarely succssful expe.
I heard no-

(To becontinuned.)

A voraranie young Jord, whose con-

quest in the fomale world were nuntlier-
less, at lust marcied.

* Now, my lord,” said his Iady, ¢I hops

you’ll mend.’

¢ Madam, replicd he, ‘ you may de-

pend on it, this 1s my last FoLuy.

A man that loves to be posvieh and pa-

rapmount, and to play ile sovercign et
ever¥ turn, does but blast the blessings
9,

of 1i
ment,

, and swagger away his own enjoy-
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From tho Editor's Table of Harper's Ma
gazine for December.

POLITICAL CORRUPTION.
Way has Political Corruption become
a jest and a byword among us—a settled
phrase, denoting a fixed faet in our his-
tory—a fact conceded by all paties, sod
which no intelligent man ever thinks 0
denying? We hear it from all sides.—

on tho broadest scale—corruption in all
parties—corruption in leading partisans
—corruption in political measureg—ocor-
ruption in political services—corruption
in the dispeasation of offices—Cofruption
in the management of the press—Corrup-
tion among almost the entire class of those
who may be ealled politicians by professi-
on—a growing corruption, or, Wab is
equally bad, s growing indifference to
corruption among the magses of the Peo~
ple. ’

It isno longer the charge
one party against another ; an
fore adapt it a3 the thema of our edi®:
Iucubrations without any fear of be}nlg
accused of partisan tendencies or PaTHdL”
ities. To speak now of political corr®P~
tion, or to denounce political corruphioh
isno evidenee that a man is a Whig O
Democrat, & Hunker or a Barnburnat ®
Conservative or & Radical. Mors. or 1683
an evil in all governments, it has gro/™
to such a pitch among us as to arrest $

d we thers:
ditorial

are such in. all parties—eonfess and |

hypocrisy in this matter.
have existed to some degyee, in onr pures:

it was not gloried in. 1t is only of Jste

been maintained to. be as indispenﬂable’,
and, therefore; o defensible attendant i

fine it—all party action.

term political corviption ? - What 13 168
essential idea ?  Is it capablo of a trusde-
finition, presenting at oneo its inherod
nature, its inseparable moral turpifude

the measures, the appointments, th
ers of government, whather icg;almﬂ:(
judieial,” or executive, from cominod H;
private ends, from catholic or aniversél ¥
wndividual or partisan aims—whetne”
a larger or smaller scale —whether SM‘;}
ly or openly —whether with & rcdef‘m"m‘
hypoerisy or with an unblushing ﬁV","

of rasealiby-—thatis political sorruP L
The logical instinet of mankind has ﬂfim"
ly named it.  I¢ ia a:corruptio, abrea'ml]‘;
up, a decomposition, a disease in 10 T
politic, destructive to its healthy Gfﬁ‘;,n_
zation, and unfitting it for the perc ™.

ance of its true organic fupctions: =
an unnuturel vielation of the pul'}"’"o; =
‘which governmentis ereated. < J61 il
than private gambling; for

stake nok the gambier's own P
but what has been coumisted to M7 :
sacred deposit in tho namesef B
now living, aad many more miliaons yeu
unborn. :

It adds the meannessof theft o tho 14+
Jeasness of robbery. [t is lyings1® > ‘.“f";
fidy ; it s the foulest, the ramsest, th°
most Heaven daring perjury. ' P40
ness and its wickedaess are exm_'.ly‘\’)‘”
proportion to the supposed henor of u‘” i
stewardship, and the high religions B
of the trust. 1t isa violation of th? S
lemn oath taken and imposed for 12
ry purpose, the guard against pne 3l
on of the private feeling, or the FY
partisan interesf, in the managent®:
commission so_sceretly intended
common goed,

In the earlier ages of the world., h .
every thing was religions. The 0-'~1=r 8 L’;‘c‘i
commonly used, even in private X 7
tions, as an end of all strife. "_11‘9 I{“i]#
peal to Henven, und the conﬁrrm:wncc;m.
by sacrafice, cutered into the daily o ef
pacts between man ‘and map. 205
the federative terms, even is mOd?::'l oo
guages, retuin still thq gsgmolo g‘ter. ¥d
cos of such religious origin. IS0 e
a3 wo wounld cutl them, more whgma'nly
tizes, tho oath has been oonﬂﬂ?g, sivg
to judicial proceedings, and the ‘ﬂrfw Yt
of semething of » religious & T6f the

siirical trusts. The Presiden

Inited Stg:es,
apcetive States 5i
thent, whether .;ppointerq or ? Pg;‘;i;f;si.
lay their hands upon the h°§' il
wherein God reyeals bis sbhurrence ot
perjiry, or lify themtwp to Hearer, atd
swear by tho Ever Living On¢, that ihy
will rightly, and faisbfully, and acco:..
ing to its lair meaning, 22d truo epirs,

Cy

o ]

for tho

Iy
L9

and woll known ends, SUpport 3 congtite-

T -

There i3 political ¢orruption, and thai 00,

By we ok donwemean- by this axiop i’
o

merely of -

attention of evem the most superfildt
thinkers, and the most careless obaetvmé :
The pure men in all parties—end there

plore it. Thore was onee a redeeming .
The evil mAY

administrations ; but it was no avowetr:

that the leading dogme wo eondemn ha#

all political—that is, as some would de-

To prevent, in any sense, and in any WeJs
the poy™

gher Oon



