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1u their projects or less sanguine in their
kopes.  But from such an abyss of corrap-
soa into which you o readily fall, no oue,
not even Cromwell himself, nor a whole
ton of Brutuses, if they were alive could
deliver you ifthey would, or would deliver
yau if they eould. For who would vindi-
#ate your rights ol unrestrained suffrage, or
of choosiog whal representatives you Jike
best, merely that you might elect the crea-
ures of your own faction, whoever they
=mught be, or him, however small might
be his worth, who would give you (he most
Javish feasts, and enable you 1o drink to
tae greatest excess? Thus, net wisdom
and authority, but turbulsnce and glutiony,
would soon exaltthe vilest miscreants from
our taverns and our brothels, from our
wwas and villages, to the rank and dignity
of senators.  For, should the management
of the republic be intrusted to persons to
whom no one would williogly intrust the
management of his private concerns ; and
e treasury of the state be left 10 the care
of those who have lavished their own for-
tunes in an infamous prodigality 2 Should
they have the charge of the publie purse,
which they would soon eonvert ioto a pri-
vate, by their unprincipled peculations 2 Are
they fit to be the legislators of a whole peo-
ple who themselves know not what law,
what reason, what right and wrong, what
crooked and straight, what licit and illicit
means? who think that all power consiss
in outrage, all digniiy in the parade of io-
salence ¢ who neglect every otherconsider-
eration torthe corrupt gratification of their
friendship, or the prosecution of their re-
sentment ? who dizperse their gwn relstions
and creatures through the proviace, for the
sak= of levying taxes wnd confiscating
goods ; men, for the greater par, the most
profligate and vile, who buy up for them-
selves what they oretend to expose for sale,
who thence collect an exorbitart mass of
wealth, which they fraudulently divert from
the public service; whe thus spread their
pillage through the conntry, and ia 2 mo-
ment emerge from penury and rags to a
state of splendour and of wealth? Wh_
eould believe that the masters and the pa-
trons of a banditti could be the proper guar-
diags of liberty ¥ or who would suppose
rhat he should ever be made one hair more
free by such a set of publie functionaries
(though they might amouut 1o five hun-
dred), elected in this manner fron the coun-
ties and borcughs when among them who
are the very gwardians of liberty, and to
whose custody it is committed, that there
must be s0 many, who not cither how 10
use and to enjoy liberty, who veither un-
derstand the principles nor merit the pos-
session ¢ But, what is worthy of remaik,
those who are the most unworthy of liber-
ty are wont (o behuve most ungratetully
towards their deliverers. Amongz such
rsons, who would be willing either to
ght for liberty, or to encounter the least
poril in itz detence? It is not agreeable to
thee nature of things that such persuns ever
should be free. - However much they may
brawl ahout I'berty, they are slaves, both
at home and abroad, but without perceiving
it; and when they do perceive it, like un-
ruly horses that are impatient of the bir,
they will endeavour (o throw off the voke
not from the love of genuine liber'y (which
a 700d man only loves, and knows how to
obtain), but from the impulges of pride and
hittle passions.  But, though they often at-
tempt it by arms, they will make no ad-
vances to the execuiion ; they may change
their master, but will never be able 1o get
rid of their servitude. This often happen-
ed to the ancient Romans, wasted by ex-
eess, and enervated by luxury; and it has
s'ill more =0 been the fate of the moderns ;
when, after a long mterval of vears, they
aspired, under the auspices of Crescentius,
Nomentanus, and afierwards of Nicolas
Rentius, who have assumed the 1i'le of
T'ribune ot the People, torestore the splen-
dour and reestablish the government of
anciert Rome. For, instead of fretting with
vexation, or thinkiug that you can lay the
blame on any one but yourselves, know
that to be free is the same thing as to be
pious, 1o be wise, to be temperate and just,
10 be frugal and abstinen:, and, lastly, tobe
magnanimous and brave ; so, to be the
epporite of all these is the same as to be a
slave ; and it ustally happens, by the ap-
pointment, and as it were retribusive justice
of the Deity, that the peonle which cannot
govera themselves and moaderate their pas-
sinns, but crouch under the slavery of lusis
should be deliversd up 1o the sway of
those whom taey abbor, and made to suh-
mit to aa involustary servitude. ft is alsg
sanctioned by the dictates of justice and by
the consiitution ol pature, that he who,
from the imbicility or derangement of his
witeilect, is capable of govercing himself,
should, like a minor, be eommitisd to the
government of acvother; and last of all
should &e beappointed 1o superintend the
aflairs of others v- the interesis of the state.
You, therefore, who wish to remain free,
either instantly be wise, or, as soon as pos-

an intolerable evil, learn obedience to reason
aud the government of yourselves; and
finally bid adieu to your dissensions, your
Jealousies, your superstitions, your out-
rages, your rapioe, and your lusts. Unless
you will spare no pains 1o effect this, you
maust be judged unfit, both by God and man-
kind, to be wtrusted with the possession of
liberty and the aduinisteation of the govern-
inent ; but will rather, like a nation in a
state of pupilage, want some active and
courageous guardian to undertake the
management of your affairs.  Wi:h respect
to myself, whartever turn things may 1ake
[ thought that my exertion on the present
occasiom would be surviceable to my coun-
iry ; and as they have been cheerfully be-
stowed, I hope that they hae not been be-
stowed in vain.  And I have not errcum-
ectibed wy defence of liberty withn any
petty circle around me, but have made jt
so general and comyprehensive, that the jus-
tice and the reasonableuess of such uncom-
mon occurrences, explained and defended,
both among my countrymen and among
foreizners, aod which all good men ®annot
but approve, may serve to exalt the glory
of my country, and to excite the imitation
of posterity.  If the conclusion do not aps-
wer tothe begioning, thatis their concern ;
I have delivered my testimouy, 1 would al-
mosi sy, have erected a monument, that
will not readily he destroyed, to the reality
of those singular and mighty achievemenis
Wwhich were above all praise. As the epic
poet, who adheres at all to the rule< of that
species of couiposition, does not profess 1o
describe the wholelife of the hero whom he
celebrates, but only some particular action
of his life, as the resentment of Achilles at
Troy, the return of Ulysses, or the coming
of Aneasinto [taly 5 so it will be sufficient
either for my justilicaiion or apology, that
[ have heroically celebrated at least one
exploit of my countryioan; T pass by the
rest, for who could recite the achievements
of a whole people? If, atter such a dis-
play of courage and of vigour, you basely re-
linquish the path of virtue, if 'vou do any-
thing worthy of yourseives, posterity will
sit_in judgment on your condact, They
will say that the foundations were laid well s
that the beginning (nay, it was more than
a beginning) was glonous ; but with decp
emotion of concern will they regret, that
those were wanting who might have com-
pleted the strucwre. They will lamen:
that peseverance was not conjoinved with
such exertions and such viriues, They
will see that there was a rich harvest of
glory, aud an opporwnity afforded for the
greatest achievernents, {uz that men only
were ~wauting for the execution; while
dey were ot wanling who could righily
counsel, exbort, inspite, and bind an un-
fading wreath of praise around the biows
of the illustrious aciors in so glorious a
scene,

From the I[llustrated Magazive of Art.
CHRISTOPHER COLUIMEBUS.

Ix the year 1470 we find Columbus at
Lisbon. He had been drawn thither, like
handreds of others, by the fame of Prinee
tlenry’s discoveries, ond the desive 10 hear
something more of those unexplored re.
gions of the fiery south, where ihe rocks
were said to be red-hot, and the ocean (o
be for ever boiling. He was now in the
prime of life, tali, muscular, and of a com-
manding aspect.  His huir, licht in youth,
care and anxiety was turni: g prematurely
grey : at thiny it was white.  He was simn-
ple and abstemious in his diet, affble and
engaging in his manners, and generaily
grave in his demeavour. But under his
gravity was concealed an enthusiasm like
that of Peter the Hermity or of Loyola, but
Ishider, more solemu, and reined in by study,
and reflection, and science. He was g de-
vout Ca:holic. A man of Iis ardent, im-
agivative temperament in those days could
hardly have been otherwise. He was strict
in the pertormance of all the duties enjoin-
ed by the church, and often repaired 1o
mass at the convent of All Saints at Lis-
bon. A lady of rank saw him there, fell in
love with him, and they were married.
tis father-in.law, Don Batholomeo Monis
de Palestrello, an Lialian cavalier, bad been
one of Prince Henry's most distinguished
officets, nnd the use of his maps, plans,
and charts was a godsend 1o Columbus,
He now gave bis attention to geographieal
pursulis more thoroughly than ever. He
corresponded with all the learned men of
the day. He began 10 trace*charts of his
own, correcting the popular errors and tra-
ditious by the aid of hus own greater know-
ledge and experience.  Rumour, backed up
by the absurd accounts of ancient geogra-
phers, had studded the ccean in the mys-
terious west with wondrous islands, on one
of which seven Christian bishops, escaped
from pagan persecution, had fonnded seven
splendid cities, Other stories told of a
lofty mouniainous couatry, which on clear
days could be discerned at the Canaries,
afar off towering t0 the clouds ; and Plato

sible, cease 1o be fools ; if you think slavery

bad recorded the existence of an island,

Atlanta, which, in ancient times, had been
sunk beneath the waves. Marco Polo, the
Venetian traveller, had told of the great
wealth of the realms of Cathay and Cipan-
g0, which he eaid could be reached by any
voyager sailing westward from Earope.

All these statements, added to his own
conclusions, could not fail to produce a
profound impression apon Colunbus, . He
feli thoroughly convinced that in the west
there lay an unknown region, which he
concewved to be part of Hindostan, or the
East Indies, and that he had received from
God a mission to discover and explore 1t.
His whole life afierwards was devoted 1o
carrying out this convigiion. No hazard,
nor obstacle, nor disappoiniment, for a me-
ment daunted bim. He first mads known
uis plans to the Portuguese court, giving
the leading grounds of his belief in the
existence of an undiscovered country in the
in the western ocean, and asking for the
meaus of ascertaining the truth ot it.  Ilis
proposals were received with lukewarm-
vess, and, by the combined influence of
Jealousy and intregue, were finally veject-
ed. e next turned io his native state, but
Genoa was at that time en the decline,
exhausted by internal discord and foreign
wars, and could do ncthing.

Downcast, disappointed, snd almost in
dertitution, Columbus now begged his way
to the court of Spain. He arrived on foor,
holding his litle son by the hand; and
the first thing we hear of him there, is,
that he was seen craving a litile bread and
water at a convent door. ‘T'he prior saw
him, entered into conversation with him,
became interested in himself and his pro-
jeets.and offered to introduce him at the
Spanish court. Columbus appeared before
the Cardinal Mendza, first minister and
confidential adviser of the crown. The
cardinal, a man of extensive information
and liberal mind, perceived the value of
bis theories, and introduced him t) the king
and queen, the far-famed Ferdinand and
Isabetla,  The king was too good a judge
of men not to appreciate Columbus’ charac-
ter, was too wary o embark hastily in an
enterprise of such maguitude and impor-
wance, e determined 1o call together a
council of all the most learned astronomers
and cosmographers in his kingdom, to
send Culumbus with his maps and charts
before them, aud be guided by their decis-
iou.

The eouncil met at Salamanca. Tt was
entirely composed of friare, 1iiests, and
mouks, who monopolised all the leatning,
boih “secular and relivious, of that age.
Some were men ot large and philosophic
mind ; others, narrow bigots; bat all were
imbued with the notion that geographical
discovery bad reacbed its limits long pre-
viously.  “ Before this learned body- had
Columbus, a simple seaman, strong in
nothing save the energy of his convictions
and the fire of s enthusiasm, to appear.
and defend a scheme which to them must
have appeared little sliort of the drear: of
amacman. The difficulties of his positon
may be guessed from th= nature of som« of
te objections made to his undertaking, 1If
Columbus supported one of his statements
by a mathematical demonsiration, he wag
mes by quotations from the Book of Genises,
the Psatms of David, the Prophets, the
Epistles and the Gospels, St. Crysosiom
and St. Augustine, St Jerome, St. Gre-
gory, St. Basil, St. Ambrose, and, last and
areatest, Laetantieas Firmianvs,  Colum-
bus quoted Pliny to show that many of
the wisest of the ancients entertained a
betief in the existence of a southern antip-
odes.  But Pliny was ably rebuited oy
Lacuantius, who, renowned doctor and
learned theologian that he was, thus
speaks:— ¢ Is there any one so foolish as
to believe that there are antipodes with their
feet opposite wo ours ; people who walk with
their heels upwards and their heads hang-
ing down ; that there isa part of the world
in whish all things are topsy-turvy ; where
the trees grow with their branches down-
wards; and where it rains, hails, aund
snows upwards ?  The idea of the round-
ness of the varth was the cause ol invent-
ing this fable of the antipodes with their
heels in the air; for these philosophers
having once erred, go on in their absurdi-
ties, defending one with another.,” [Let
clevks, shopmen, golé-diggers of every class,
aud adventurous young ladies, hearken 10
this reverend, faiher and beware! Bet-
ter bear those avils that yon have in old
Encland, than fly to regions whereyou hang
with your heels uppermost, and where the
trees, like eows’ tils, grow downwards'!

St Augustine was next quoted, but he
combats the doctrine of the antipodes in a
calmer strain, and by arguments which
have their weight with some persons at
the present day. He declures that 10 assert
that there were inhabited lands on the op-
posite sides ot the globe, would be to main-
tain that there were nations not descended
from Adam, it being impossible for them
to have erossed the intervening occan, But

this would be to disbelizve the Bible, which
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expressly declares that all men are desoen-
ded from acommon parent ; ergo. &e.

Columbus’ simplest and fundamental pre-
position, that the earth was spherical like
a ball, was met by the passage in Psalm
civ., where the heavens are said 1o be ex-
tended like a hide (emtends coelum sicut
pellem) ; and Paul compares them toa
tabernacle,—all clearly showing that the
heavens are flat.  Others of the council
admited the roundity of the earth, but de- -
nied the posaibility of circumnavigatng it
—firsily, on an accouat of the scorching
heat of the torrid zone, and secondly, be-
cause it would take ai least 1aree years to
do so, in which time the explorers would
perish of hunger, it bdng impossible 1o
carry provisioos sufficient tor so long a pe-
riod. Others said that suppose a ship
would reach India, she could” never get
back, for the roundity of the globe would
place a hill in her way, up which the
stirongest wind could not blow her.

It would be uscless to enumerate the ar-
guments by which Columbus refuted all
these absurdities.  They were those which
every schoolbuy is acquainted with at the
present aay ; but our admiration of his tal-
ents and courage 1s increased, when we
remember that so iniimately were quesiions
of science connected with relgious belief in
that day, and paricularly in Spaiu, that he
ran imminent risk of being charged with
heresy.

Afier long consultation, no final decision
was arrived at.

THE EFFECTS OF RELIGION.

WHEN the pulse beats high, and we sre
flushed with youth, and health, and vigour ;
when all goes on prosperously, and success
seems almost to anticipate our wishes, them
we feel not the want of the consolations of
religion ; but when fortune frowns, er
friends forsake us; when sorrow, sickness,
or old age comes upon us, then it isthat the
superiority ot ihe pleasures of religion is es-
tablished over those of dissipation and vani-
1y, which are ever apt 1o fly from us when
we are most in want of their aid.  There is
scarcely a more melancholy #ight 10 a con-
siderate miind than that of an old man who
is a siranger to those only true sources of
satisfaciion.  How affecing, and at the
same time how disgusting, is 11 10 see such
a one awkardly catching a the pleaseres of
his younger years, which are now beyond
his reach 3 or feebly attempting to retain
them, while they mock his endeavours, and
clude Lis grasp ! To such a one, gloomily
indeed does the evening of Jife set in.  Alt
18 sour and cheerless. He can nedther look
backward with complacency, nor forward
with hepe; while the aged Christian, rely.
ing on the assured werey of ihe Redeemer,
can calmly veflect that his d¢ismission is at
band, that his redemption draweth pigh.
While his strength dechines, and his tacul-
ties decay, he can quicily repuse himself on
the fidelity of God ; and at the very ep-
trance of the valley of the shadow of death,
he can litt upan eye, din, perhaps, and fee-
ble, yet occasionally sparkiing with hope,
and confiden'ly looking forward to the near
possession of his heavenly inheritauce, ¢ 10
those joys which eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart
of man (o coneerve,” What striking lessons
have we had of the precarious enure of all
sublunary possesions ! Wealth, and power,
and prosperity, how peculiarly transitory
and uncertain! Buu relizion dispenses her
choicest cordials in the seasous et exizence,
in povery, in exile, in sickness, and in
death. The essentini superioiy of that
support which is derived from religion is
less felt, at leasi it is less apparent, when
the Christian is ia full possession of riches,
and splendour, and ravk, and all the gilts
of nmure and fortune. Bus, when z!l these
are swept away by the rude hand of time,
or the rough blasis of adversity, the true
Christian stands, li%e the glory of the forest,
erect and vigorous 3 siripped,iodeed, of his
summer foliage, but more 1han ever disco-
vering to the obsering eye the solid strengih
of his substantial texiure.— Wilberforce.

NOON IN THEER TROPICS.

Tue soil appeared to undulate, from the
effect of murage, without a breath of wind
being felt. The sun was near the zenith,
and its dazzling light, reflected from the sur-
face ot the river, contrasted with the red-
dish vapours that enveloped every surround-
ing object. How vivid is the impression
produced by the calm ot nature, at noon,
1o these burning climates! The beasis of
the torests retire 10 the thickets ; the birds
hide themselves beneath the foliage of the
trees, or in the crevices of the rocks. Yet,
amidst this apparent silence, when we lend
an atteptive ear 1o the most feeble scunds
transmitted through the air, we hear a dull
vibraiion, a continual murmur, a hum of
insects, filling, if we may use the expression,
all the lower strata of the zir.  Myriads of
inseets creep upon the soil and flatter round
the plants parched by the heat of the sup.

A eonfused noise issues from every bush,



