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REPORT '

OF THE BLACKViLLE; BLISSFIELD
AND LUDLOW DISTRICT AGRI-
CULTURAL SOCIETY, FOR 1852.

The Blackville, Blissfield, and Ludlow
District Agricultural Spciety, has now. been
I _existence for pearly three yeare.  In so
short a period it would be unreasonable 10
expect great results. But. the efforts which
incite to energetic exertion, which animate
zeal, and encourage | peacetul competion,
cannot be alogeiher fruitless, - Already
has a . genial spirit of progressive improve-
ment become, manifest in the District, in-
spiring our husbandmen with fresh ardor,
and imparting a. healtby impulse, to. cur
Domesuc Maoufacturers. -~ The. objects of
the Society have gradually become beiter
unde‘rsxoo({, and more justly appreciated.—
Theadvaatages arising from due care, from
a proper selection of Stock, Seed, and Ma-
terials, and from rational diligence in their
mauagement and preparation, are not o
generally overlooked as in past times, and
our exhibitions are therefore annully in-
;:jreasmg in amount and improving in qua-

ty. . ,
{n consequence of the remoteness of ma-
ny seltlements and the expense of transpor-
tation, circumstances which prevented a
fair distribution of the benefits 1o be deri-
ved from the Society’s Premiums, the Com-
mittee were induced atihe quarterly meel-
iig in March last, 10 establish. separate
Exhibitions and Ploughing Matches, inihe
several Parishes; and this measure they
are gratified to say, has been astended wiih
all the success that could hav~ been rea-
sonably anticipated from it, I'he Compeiis
ters were numerous 1o each place,. the
Ploughing Marches eagerly and skilfully
contested, and the Stock and  other articles
Which were exhibited, for the most part,
worlhy of commendation., The iwprove-
ment_in Swine was ‘very conspicuous in
each Parish. - Large quantities of Grain; of
almost every kind and variety, . indicated
the fruitfulness of the season, which under
the blessing of God, bad been granted to
us, and afford ample proof of the ability and
1ndustry of many of our hwsbandmen ; while

the abundance and superior. fabrication of

the Home Manufaciurers reflected mueh
credit on the skill that contrived, as well
as on the bands that prepared them. Every
Member of the Society appeared .to be -ae-
wated by an ardent desire. 10 exce!,: Even
the murmurings of disappointed Competitors
would seem 10 have evinced, not so much
the baffled desire of pecuniary reward, as a
keen sense ot mortification in the defeated
aspirations of ambjtious rivalry.

The Contributions 10 the funds of the
Society during the past year, including the
Provincial Grant, have amounied (0 £111
6s. 6d., and the disbursements to £115 2 1.

Encouraged by the evidences of past use-
fuloess, let us earnesily persevere in cur ex-
ertions, assured that they will ultimately be
rewarded wiih success still more extensive.
Several improvements which this society
is designed ¢ accelerate are not yet much
advanced, on the contrary in some of them
scarcely any progress has been made. There
are still two many among us who will not
take the least pains to supply themselyis
with the approved Breeds of Stock, which
have been introduced, who appear 1o look
upon inferior seed as quite suitable for
agricultural purposes, and who persist in
exhausting the fertile soil which they -pos-
sess, and of which they are not warthy,, by
suceessive crops without the application of
manure. There are also not a few who
still neglect the preparation of compost, al-
though - abundant means surround. them,
who disregard the benefits to be derived
from a regular rotation of crops,—who nei-
ther aitend to draining where. it is requsite,
nor tu irrigation where it i practicable,
whose caitle are not furnished with enclos-
ed pastures for summer, nor with warm
stables for. winter, and to whom the feeding
of stock with roots seems.an insurmounta-
ble difficulty. 'Besides all this it toust not
be concealed that hasty and,by consequec.ce,
Jmperfect tillage, is a general evil in this
Disuict.

It bas been jusily 'observed that when |
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any general evil prevails in ‘any Country &
is'the most” nlizhtenéd who' are most’ (o
blame. “Equally justis the conclusion that
the most intelligent can, with the greatest
readiness, by a'judicious combination of ef-
fort, produce ‘desirable ' changes, - Having
once made an impression upon them, 1t 'is
therefure” from' the most eohghiened that
we ‘may reasonably expect the greatest
degree of assistance 1 jwiproving and ex-
tending our agriculture, “Yet as tie ele-
ments of progress, thought, invention, and
mdustry, are to be found among all classes
and in all conditions, the ‘exertions of the
most humble individual cannot fail to be in
some little degree valuable when rationally
devoted to sehemes of improvement. What
an amount of goods would accrue if a deter-
mnaiion existed, i all the Members of
this Society, and in all the members of the
commuuity at large, to make improvements
from titne 1o tite, proportionate to their ca-
pacity and means. i

But at this juncture there are urgent rea-
sons why the friends ot progress should be
peculiarly active. ‘With a view to promcte
the prosperity of the people, the Govern-
nient has contracted with wealthy capi‘al-
ists for the construction of extensive Rail.
ways, ia this Province ; which mensure,
while it will lead,to the introduction of a
large amount cf money and labor, will at
the same time greatly increase the exist-
ing demand for the fruits. of agriculiura!
indusiry, for home manufactures, and  for
every. useful preduction of the Colony. It
is evident, however, that to secure from this
scheme all the advantages which it is.capa.
ble of yielding, whetter io iis progress- or
after the accomplishwent, sirenucus efforig
.on, uy paxt are necessary, not  only. io
maintain our ordinary industrial pursuits in
heir present; siate, but. also gradually o
ipcrease the, quantiy,and (1o improye the
qualiyy of, our manufaciures and . produc-
uons, and if practicable to display a great-
ervariety, so that we may be, enabled 10
compete successiully wih our neighbors in
furnishing supplies o these warks . during
their coustrugtion ; that it may be in ouor
power. to make them useful io us when  fi-
nished, ;. and that we may.so succeed  in
improying the general aspect and condition
of this county as io make i1 a more desira-
ble place of residence to wealthy. emigrants
than it is at the present time.

With an_extent of land which we are
unable 1o cultivate, with vasi‘forests, exten-
sive fisheries, rich mines, and superabundant
waler power, tne advaniages of which are
not readily made available by a scaniy and
not wealthy ‘population, deficient alike in
the weans of abundant production apd ‘of
speedy conveyance, we may without nmuch
premediiation, venture 1o invite the €0-ope-
ration of our fellow subjcets in developing
our numerousdné va'vable resources. Yer
past experience in this County . flord a salu-
tary lesson, which an this occasion ought
not to be disregarded. © For nearly half a
century capital and labor' introduced from
other lands, were sedulonsly and almost
exclusively engaged, from yéar 10 year, in
stripping our forests of therr mdst valuable
timber, and ever as their 1ask was accom-
pliched, disappeared from among us, bearing
their profits to more congenial” homes.—
During a great part of that period, very
lide effirt wis made to secure 2 perman-
ent population ; and even the enterprising
yeomen, who under ex:reme hardships and
privations, had made the earlier settlements,
were 100 frequently allured 10 forsake their
fatms, ant ‘become hewers of wood and
the paliry retamers of avaricious and ephe-
meral tradesmen.  Agriculiure, was then
looked upon as'an upimportant  pursuit,
scarcely any home mianufactures existed,
and food, clotbing ready made, implements
of labor, and ihe luxurics of civilized life
were almost altugether impored. Repeat-
ed flueruations in trade and frequent provi-
dential calamities startled without subduing
the improvident spirit of those days. At
length in ‘the midst of a commercial de-
pression of uoexatopled force and duration, a
mysterioas blight upon our fields, the profu-
s1on of formet years had left muliiiudes no-
provided with that surplus for the emergen-
¢y which the labor of every people will af-
ford, if their industry be properly directed,
and due economy. be observedp; our cujiiva-
ted lands were {00 lin'ited in extent, and
the soil of our disiricts' was 100 much ex-
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“hausted b{ :

lumbering had dissipated 1o the wilderness
to furnish even with favorable seasons, an
~ad: quate supply' of food, ‘and hundreds of |
‘the tiost osetul inhabitants of the Couaty,
‘urced by stern necessity, and disheartened
and digmayed, fled from it forever.

Let us then profit by the lessons we have
téceived, The chief error of former years
‘consisted in the application of too great a
part of the labor of ‘the County fo one
branch of mndusiry, to the neglect’ of those
evils which are essential to permanent im-
“provement.  Lét nothing divert our atten-
tion from the steady applieation of labor to
every lucrative branch of produciive indus-
try for wiich our Province affords ‘the re-
quisite facilities. ' Giving the preference,
as they deserve, to agriculture and to home

manufaciures, let it ever he kept in view |

that shipbuilding and other mechanical
arts, the fisheries, and the mines, are capa-
ble of becoming powerful auxiliaries in the
attainment of prosperity, and that with due
regard 10 1his diversity of em{»loymvms. S0
essenidal to the enduring welfare of every
civilized people, our furests might alwa{s,
have been what they are still destined 10 be
a source of profitable exertion to many du-
ring the winter monihs.
JAMES L. PRICE, Secretary.
5th January, 1853.

Statemant of prizés awarded to the suc-
cessful ¢ mpeti‘sts at the several Tlough-
ing Maiches and Exhibitions of the Disuict
Agricultaral Society, for the Parishes of
Blackville, Blissfield, and Ludlow, in the
County of MNorthumberland, in the year
1852-3. .

BLackviLLg, OcTOBER 4, 1852,

Best Heifer, 2 years old A McLag-
gan,

Best Ram, 1 year old, do,

Best F.we, 1 vear old, do,

Best Spring Boar, de.

2ud Best Bull, 1 year old, do,

Best Spring Sow, do,

1st Prize Ploughing. do

Best Bull, 1 yearold, T. W. Un-
derhill

2nd Best Heifer, 2 years old, do,

2ud Best Spring Boar, do,

2nd Best Spting Sow. do,

2nd Best Ram, 1 year old, do,

2ud’ Prize Ploughing, do,

4:h Prize Ploughing, o,

20d Pest Heiter, 1 year old, James
Mo Laggan,

Best Bull, 2 years old, do,

Best Colt, 1yearold; James Donald-

Y
010
010
015
0 7
015
117

-0 —-—_oofo o
— it —— ——
o™ o= CLuOagITS ™

son,

Best Mare Colt, 1 year old, James
MeKie,

Best Heiler, 1 year old, Michael
Keenon,

3rd ‘Prize Ploughing, do,

Best Maie 3 years old, James Do-
nald, ‘ i
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, Lunrow, Octosrr 4. 1852
1st Prize Ploughing Thomas Wil-
son,
Best Heifer 1 year old. do,
2ud Prize Ploughing, James Wal-
lace,
3rd  Prize Ploughing, James S,
Mitehell, 019
4th Prize Ploughing, Hivam Freéze 0 18
Gth Prize Ploughing, William Mec-
Cav,
Best Heiler, 2 years old, do,
Best Spring Sow, do,
Best Spring Boar, do,
Best Bull, 1 year old, do,
6th  Prize  Ploughing,
Mitehell,
Best Mare 3 years old, o,
Best Bull 2 year old, James Ho-
vay Jr. ‘ :
2nd Best Heifer. 2
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© ¢ BrisrigLp, Ocromee 6 1852.
L,htxpciu Ploughing. Walliam -Mc+

ay nollgd } oll nisle
2nd g:_sile Ploughing Hiram Freeze
2ud best E.we | yearold do = .
2nd best Mare 2 year old do
3rd prize Ploughing Geosge
:2nd-best Slrriu& Boardo . . .. 0
~4th prize Plonghing Robert Wasson 1
y2nd best Heifer 1 yearoldido . -
5th prize Plonging James s.M‘%ﬁn’ 1
6th prize Plowghing Thomas: Wilson L
. Best Bull 2 years old: William. Ho-"

gan :
Best entire Horse 3 years old do
. Best Spring Sow o 0
- Best Spring Boar do 7§50
Best Heifer 2 yearold John DeCan- "
~ tellon
. Best Ram,1 year old do '3
Beln Ewe, 2 years old, J. Decante-

09
Best ivlaro 2 years old do
2nd best Heifer 2 years old

William Betts
| Best Heifer 1 year old do
2nd Best Ewe 2 years old Thomas,

Weaver y
Best Ewe 1 year old Jicob Gréen
Best mare 3 year old Harvey Viek-'
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2nd Best Mare 3 year old Peter Har-

s 48

Best 2 year old colt Jokn Arbo

Best Colt I year old Peter Harris

2nd best Colt 1 year old John Arbo

2nd best Spring Sow do .

Best Bull 1 year old James McLag-
gan

coecoR
: e et S

i~ accee w

- ?
CHNOCSO S @

, 19 12" 6

Brackvitie, JANUARY 83,1868

2nd best Sample Butier Alexander
MeLaggan

Best White Oats do

Best White Bald Wheat do

Best Dressed Homespun Cloth all
Wool do ?

Second best of the same do

Best Sample Woolen Socks James
Underhill '

2nd Best Buckwheat J. W. Under- <
hill { d

Best Coloured Beansdo :

Best Sample Batter do :

4ib Sample Butter William Me-
Kenzie.

2nd Besr Eomespun Cloth Cotton
and Wool do

Best Piece Flannel Cotton and
Wool do

2nd best Sample Woollen Socks

<John Connors

Best Sample Red’ Beet Seed do

Be;t Sample Swedish Turnip Seed
do :
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Best Sample Grey Field Pease do
2nd best Colovred ‘Beans do
Best Black Oats do
2und best Sample White Oats do
Best Sample Buckwheat do
2nd best Sample Black Oats Hugh
Me Graw ' :
Best Sampel Mittens do- ~
2nd best Plaid Homespun Cotton
and Wool George McGraw
Best Plaid Homespun all Wool do
2ud best Flannel Cotton and Wool"
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do
2nd best Sample Mittens do
Best:Straw Hats do
Best Homespun Cotton and’ Wool
Simon Bean v
Best White Beans do ™
3rd best Sample Butter de *
Best Sample Barley Hugh Fetguson
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vLuprow, JAxvary 'S,
Best'Homespun Cloth all_ Wool
SWoR. Pricg - oir tesd v 0
Best Sample’ Woollen Socks do 0
2nd best Flannel Cotton and Woo)'
do ob #1830 ¢ )
‘Rest Sample Mittens'dp '
2wd best Sample Mittens do  ~
Best Sample: Wonlen Gloves' do
4th best Sample Butter do &
2nd best White “Rald ‘Whéat do
Best Black Sea Wheat do
Best Green Fielll Pease do
Best Sample Buckwheat ilo,
20d best Homespun all wool Wm.
McKay,
2nd best sample woollen socks do
2nd best Plaie Homespun Cotton
wool do I iio
2nd best Sample Butterdo .
Best' White Field Pease William
MeKay .
Best Fulled Cloth do
Best Satinneétt do
Best ‘Lwist Woollen Cloth do
Best Table Linen do
Best Plaid Scarf do
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MeElwee, 4 6.0
2ud Best Heifer 1 year old, Robert

Munro, 4 6
Best Ewe, 1 year old, Edmund

Price, d 6.0
2nil HBest mare 3 years old, John

Pond, 9 1
Best 1 year old Colt, Miles Mc-

Millan, i
2ud Best 1 yearold Colt, Thomas® :

Brown, { 6 0
2nd.-Best Spiing Sew W. Richard

Price 4.6
2ud Best Spiing Boay Charles Amos 0 4 6
Best Plough made in District Ror

bert Snow : 0.7 €}
2nd "Best Bull 1 year old Patrick .

Long 4 6

12 19 6§
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Best Onions do

-




