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per ton. - The people of New South Wales,
who live in a state of amicable rivalry with
the golddiggers of Victoria. Certain it is,al-
though the mining, population of the.former
eolony nas never at any time heen large, that
old to ‘the value of £2,209,345 sterling has
geen shipped . from  New. South = Wales
since the first discovery. of that precious
metak, voo sa 53
1o In.one respect the gold fields of New, South
Wales arg certainly inferior to those of Victo-
q;g,,,xﬁy. ictoria gold is fine and pare. T'ne
Sydaey, hmkeiwknow,ledfe--uusfmueh-; byl
ayinga s dvance on the metal importe
i mmfhp'fﬁd,mlom The .New South
Wales g sellsat £3 75 6. pen.awnce ; the
\ctoria . fields, Mount Alexander,. Beadigo,
uxﬁa atﬁmﬁﬂmﬁﬂ (Yields at £3,10s 94
A ¥d 6 818w yod T .erlogmi ayem
ictoria,accounts, too, are fiiaas in fi

"

gres.. Butther it mast be recollected that

reAre not, Fﬂ:&g‘ww.ow;mpl».mlqy

wg, seng | the. piovince of Victoria
e t

Fiheless, there is something imposing in
Nhﬁ%ﬂﬂbﬁ 3id to.the 26th of Sep-
m 2t last the yield of Maunt, Alexander and
allasap amount to, 366.193 onnces. The ave |
gty ol week 1s 801 aaneary prhueh,
Al 708, o, tepresents an _an. anaua
T ot B 50 i e it
it the productiveneys of the goldfields remains
‘;Whi*‘-}ﬁi,“t%.m:i!!' /y August, and September |
dast.., There, ‘is, ol course, no sign of any,
ifalling .off; on.the coutrary, the, yield has
<beep inereasing fiom month-to mouth ever
.since . the fm ,nngget. was tound. " The
‘pgegklgq\?gj ,,says the Melbourne Argus, ' is
constanily increasing.. So is the number of
diggers. _ Still, thh"pap_e_l'n from which we!
quote "Eifdufdfe"ﬂﬁa Fa persevering digger can
easily secure an onnce a'week., On'the same.
authority we state that the digger spends half
an ofmeefor his living, which laavestim pro-
fits at_the rate of hall an ounce per week.

(the day, ‘audc

Pounds, ayear, isa somewbat exira sum,
and he must be'a person of interest to ob-
tain so0 magaificent a sum as that; and I
happea to know one or two that has the
princely Salaries of fifteen shillings a
year,although there may be many more
m:the Province alike fortunate.. It can thus
be easily seen, Postmasters must contrive
some other means. to support themselves
or families, being. trequently obliged to
leave the eareof their Post Offize oa wife,
servant, or child,vor close it up during
their absence. | “And it "candot ‘ otherwise,
under the system.”" No Post Master in’any/
thing of a. public " p‘lacev sh_ou_i,d. have Iesq
han gae hundred pouads, which would be
Liule enough. to enable, him Lo stick close to
his: Office, and. serve the public jaithfully ;

Lfor. it should be remembered-ihat-the. mere

openingand' closiagiof a-mail is the -small-
‘est p:rgmfh‘ Postmaster’s - duty, > Then does
“his work beginy the giming aud receiving of
Letters, d6d_people callig st allBoars'of

’ somefimes far advariced in
the night, and each person fesliag agrieved

f they do not meet with alteniion. . Bug I

-may .be, told, this_is a. gqueer way of. re-
trenchmenty .and.; conwrary {oithe geaeral

rideas of reform, o be propogating: high sa-

laries ; ‘but. just take up the: Acts of the
"Provinee and see the nice s'ring of well

paid officials out” of ‘the people’s ‘money,
“about, ‘and “in'the’ ghverhment.” I shall

give'a few of them. ' I'¢" the Chaplain of

the Couacil, 'in" General Asseinbly, the
sum of (menlﬁ Jive pounds ; 1o the Chap-

laia of the ,House ot Assembly, twenty

five pounds. .. [L may be observed, that the

business of 'thuse .Rev. Gendemen, is -to

say prayers ‘for. the Council and House of

To “the

-Im&:tl}m.,age large finds, too, _thatsom2 ate Assembly during their * siiting.
unsuccesstul, while others dig out a fortune 'Sergean( at Armsatrtending ‘the Council,
i #week has beeh moationai i foriner re- ‘in General Asseinbly, tienty shillings per
ports, and is.again  incontestably proved: by!ly " To the Sergent at ‘Arms al'edcripg

ithe datest advices. . In September a eertain
digger-at Mount Alexander-picked out a noble
#olid piece, abour,nine pounds.of pure zold,
-bigsides a; great quantity of . smaller nuggets
aaround it. » The value of the: ! find” was from
-880 to £1000...-Another man: found, betwean
snine corten’paungs of, gold imbedded in the
pipeclayi . A party of miners at.Bzndigo ob-
tained in a. day. 208 ounces. and this' yield
«“increased.as the party got further .into . the
dip-of the rock.: The Daisy hill Diggings,
though the eperations. have as yet been cop<
1 finad.to .surface washing, were daily gaining
Lin public favour,'. At Reid's Creek, near.tha
«Oven's;, River, 180: miles north east of . Mai-
shourne two men argreported as having picked
up: L7, ounces inone day.  Lhese two men
scomputed their earnings gederally at eight
vounces perday. The, Me!bourne Argus, ‘in
vEiving these particulars, assects that facts like
« these must; convince even the -most cavtions
106 the, capabpilities of the Victoria goldiields,
aadit hints that be must be a bold man who
swould, dare to compare the yieids of. New
South Wales with the inexhaustible treasures
.of. Mount. Alexander, Ballarat; the Eureka,
and Bendigo .
. Jnspite of the large number of emizrants
sfrom all, parts of the world .who reached the
_.colonies in August and September the cry for
Jabour was as loud as ever... .But. it ought to
bde cremarked that in this respect New, Sputh
««Wales.is'in a more favourable position ;. wa-
5iges at Sydney . are, exactly, one.nalf of ‘what
sthey are at.Melbpurae. ~The quotations of
.edhe, labour market have already Seen giveniin
¢ & former. report. . It appears, nowever, that
c1aven.at the.-exorbitant rates which are freely
o @iven all trades and jprofessions, are languist-
yang for want of \manual labour,, Money. can-
vimot buy it. The Melbonsne papers, change
i dheir correspondents .almost every month.
Journalism is beaten jont of the fiaid by. the
L supecior attraction of gold.digging. and even
snetdray driving,. . Several gentlemen whore-
sdported for the Malbpuine, Argus are, it i3 sta-
Jiad, on the road ‘driving diays,' for that it
< appears is.ths.more iucrative profession. How
v taeJournals which reach us'in dae order,and
- {iaysuch mighty file, ave bronght out, is an in-
seratable mystery.. Compositors and nress
, men are, not tobe had. even for the high wa-
1 ges.whick that.species of labour commands in
the gold colonies.
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Canpmwmentions,
s PUBLIO MATTERS.
3 To'the Editor of the Gleaner,
» o Sin—There is_pethaps few  Departments
;. that the public geaerally are.more interes(-
vediin than. the Post Office; all are. directly
interested-in-its ntegrity, and ‘correctness
and a’ neglect, or amishap, ‘in “any - single
Past Office, might prove thie ruin ‘of “an'in-
dividual, ot 1adividuals ; the negléct to for-
Waed'a single, Letter-in’ 1ts proper - time,
wight entall ‘the wost disastrcus conse-
(fu2nces, 1t 1§ N0 UNLOMMOA. Occutrence for
inany Letfers never to. reach;theic, destina-
tion, and it;is a knowa fact:, of money. [, et-
wre: being purloined, and their conteats
pocketed. Often is therea miurmur through
the Press, -about Newspapers goiny ‘astray,

the House of Assembly, (wenty shillings
per. diem, during, the Session : To the
Clerk of the Legislative Council in General
Assembly, the sumn cof two hundred, pauads

Jfor ‘his . services during the Session: To

the-Clerk-of the House -of : Assembly; the
sum of two tiundred ‘pounds for his services
during ‘the Session: Po the Clerk Assist-
ant'of the Legislative Council, ong” hun.
dred'pounds for his services duritiz the' Ses.
sioa: Tothe Clerk of the House of As-
sembly, one hundred pouads, for his servi-
ces during, the Session: Lo the Doorkeep-
ers..attending the Legislative : Couacil -and

:House of Assembly, the.sum of twelve shil-

lnizs-and sizpence per diem, each; daring’

the' Session + Mo'the niessencers atiending

the Legislative Couacil and House  of As-
sembly, the'sum'of ten shillings p#r diem,
each, during the Session : the sum of ten
pounds for ajring the Province Hall; and
[ obseryed where a gentleman in the Se-
cretary’s Oflice, got fifteen pounds, (I pre-,
sume extra) for being polite.. Thisis bu:
a:sample of the small fish abous the Go-
vernment. - [ have said’nathing as yer
about the « big - folks,—thus we find it is
mueh better 'to be a door keeper, 'a' mes-
sage boyyor a Minister, about Govern-
meat House, than a Post Office kesper in
the Couatry, Let me be understood ; [
.am no Skepiic-or Scoffer of prayer, but I
cannot but think did those worthies atiend
more o their prayers morning and evening,
they would have less need of appropriating
solarze asum as fifty pounds of the Peo-
ples’ money; for the benefit of prayers. If

prayers than their constituents, and make
it Koow, I doubt not but 'there are Clergy=
men, and other goad Men to be found, that
would pray for them for nothiag,

Now, I have only enumerated a few' of
many. thidgs that mizht be shown, such as
bills of contingencies, which are sometimes
pretly saug sums, precluded from a publie
investigation, haviag no bill of item. . Ex-
tra. services. for - Attorney General, - extra
services for Solicitor General, &c.. &3.,
amounting some’ timesto ' hundreds of
pounds. I know not whether there any
limits tothose extras, or whether all the
other officials’are alike privileaed to present
their eztras, in addition to their yearly sa-
laries ; 1f not, it} is to be hoped no unfor-

the whole Revenue of beiug swallowed up
by-extra services. 'Ihem salaries shoul

at least satisfy them, their being one half
too “high: at presedt.. The Atrorney Ge-
neral “gets - £600 # Proviacial Secretary
£60%; Provineiat “Treasurer, £600, with
Clerks to do theit ‘work, Paid by the ‘Pro-
vince, from £100; to £200 per year ; and I
am not sare but some even more than that.
Suryeyor General £600 ; Solicitor General
£600; Auditor General - £300; Receiver
General £600 : Post Master General £4(00:
so that taking'all into consideration; a Ge-
aeral is a much better birth than a Judge,

{ Socomiiend me to"'a Generelship, for it

and jasily 50 andithe wonder! to 'mé is, |should be'remembered; the Office’ of At
that the several Post” Offi tes throvrhout the | torney or Solicitor Genesal  prevents (hem

Provitie are coiducted with “so'litele Joss |
L and disappointment to | the public as they.!
irey considering, the ‘HaNDsoME Sanasy |
aitached  to many: of, them, forty gor fifty.!

ot from practising in Courts, and in place
ofi* being an injury, is, a, benefit.. ibheir
ligh position giviag them weight and  in-
flaence ai the Bar; andd ne person baving

they consider " themselves“in more need o}

tunate year may come that may eadanger |

i the discovery that the hist was not sworn to,

an intricate case, if able, but wouid feel in-
clined to secure them ; and the other gene-
rals haviag clerks to, do. theie ‘work, when
they are marching round with their hands
in their pockets. ~ Notso the Judges; they
have their own work, and whilst ‘a - Judge
should be placed at £1000 a year, the At-
torney General should be placed at £800,
and all the others in' like proportion,  And
if £100 would be too much for a Postmas-
ter, to,wait and walch faithfully at his
posts and often obliged to support a_ fymily
ou it, surely three umes the amount.would
be sufficient for either of those officersi—
‘Besides, there should bea-great-deal done
[ for the ‘honor of the  thing, “and tliere  is
little doubt was a‘reduction of*Salaries
only proposeds the-Auomey General would
rake ad acivechand in ity being always ‘set
forth both*by himself and his friends, asa
‘man'of «honorand high principle.”
“*Buat T may be told, thiat no man 'of mo-

fouad to fill those offices; if the Salaries
L attached (0 them were reducd to'the above
figure,; it nay. be possible, yet uniil [ see it
tested, I, will. look on such reasoning as
falacious ;; and .if so, I would. ask, how
comes-it:that Clergymen . of- acknowledged
taleat and principle; labouriag' hard. from
‘One ‘year's'end 1o another; maay of those

labour over One Hdndred Pounds, and'many
ot even that 2 "How many  Teachers i
Colleges, Academies, or Grammar Schools,
maoy of them with Salaries litde over Oae
Hundred ? Ny mauter. if they. were_gradu-
ates of :Edinburgh. . How. comes it that
somany Clerks are to:be found i0 Mercan-
tile houses filling Offices of the most- confi-
deatial trust, many of them for ‘much  léss
than"£100, and-are all those to be' counted
void of moral ntédrity, ‘talent’ ‘or principle,
because they allow themselves o' be em-
‘ployed at'such mean Salaries. If thé argu-
ment be sound, suchmust be the case. It
is t0,be hoped that Clergymen might be an
exceplion, -although ii is. quite. clear, that
itis: much beuer for  the pocket to be a
Minister of-State, than @ Mmister of God.
‘Butthe fact is, high' Salaries otien make
uaprineipled Statesinen'; eausing 'them 1o
cling to office, saerificing all moral integri-
ty, principle and honour, ‘and to " résort of-
ten to the most degrading and waprincipled
mangeavers, tore:ai officss, 1 miay trouble
you hereafier with.a few further remarks on
some of them, at.all events, it isto be
hoped should: any of them be displaced by
needy or officious characters, offering 1o fill
the offices they now hold foralf the sums, |
that ‘any 'of them may“not be cliiming ere
they let go their grip, a retired allowance
for their woluable services. To me there
is something mys'erivus in _the Term re-
tired gllowance. An old soldier when. he
receives. any. thing. for  his. services, it is
knowa by the homely name .o pension.
but, -10 an official it has to be called by,
the Symphonious termof retired allow:
ance. ., But 1 suppose the cloth . makes the
difference.. Be that asit. may,, it can be
seen from the Governor (which by, way: of
respect’ ['would notice’ with a smail -sha-
ving) to the door keeper, there is-a beauti-
fal siring of salavies; whoever=foots the bill.
[shall’ elose the presenyy and''in iy next
notice our Magistracy, their ways, dnd the:
blessing they are“to” the Country.
Meantime, 1am yours,
: OBSERVER.

THE SHSSIONS AND THR
; PEOPLE. i
Mr Editor, l

I respecttully beg leave through the Co-
lumus of your widely circulated Journal;
to bring under the notice of the public, the

tants. of the Parish.of Newcastle have re-
ceived of their Worships—the Magjstrates,
of the County, the throwing out. ihe List
of Parish- Officers, elected: by the Rate
Payers, agreeably to Lawy and appomiing
alist of their own.” "rue; the OHigcers
left out by their Worships in 'their list,” as
being obaoxious to thém, ' were few, but
this does Hot alter the case,’ as''by inter-
tering at all, they have virtually set aside
the whole ; and if allowed to pass uncesist
ed at this time, they will again ride rough
shod over us, anil irample upon  every pri-
vilege we enjoy, o :

It appears that on, the. first day of the
General Sessions,one ot their Worships
(whose popularity was tested at' the: preli-
minary meetingon the 21t Decembder last,
witen upon a division of @ motioo" made’ hy
him, the vote stwod 58 10’2 enqtired of the
Deputy Clerkof the Péace, il the return of
the' Parish’ Officérs  for’ Neweastle, “had
been filed azrecablyto' Lay, 'the” Clerk'said
he had nbt then reteived it—iha list, ‘how=
ever, was_handed in during the day, and
regularly placed upon the file. Their Wor-
ships, however, shortly afieryvards made

By-Aet. 13 Vic., cap, 30, art. 5, itisenact.
edy, ¢4 that after the officers.are all elecied,

recent act of; _injustice which " the inhaoi- |,

Clerk, and forthwith forwarded to the Clerk
of the Peace of the County,” &ec., &e.
Now, Sir, I.consider. this so plain, that he
that runs may read. .. The Chairman hereby
malkes out a correct list, of 'the officers 8o
elected, and the Town Clerk atrests to, or
witnesses the document, that officer ‘being
already sworn to the raithful  discharge ‘of
his duty, witnessing the list, forming a part
thereof—his. oath  therefore is not required
to every document. he may _ sign. More-
over, the list was upon the files of the Clerk
for a period of eight days, ere their 'Wor-
ships saw meet to interfere=nay; that -offi-
‘cer- himself'gave his  opinion, that as ‘the
list was regulayly before them, dnd-as they
had not made any list of their own previous

[to iv% teceipr, they could not legally alter it,

‘Whether Mr Willistod "has “seen “fit 1o
change, his “op,uﬂoh since, I leave you to
Judge by . the following. .~ An_inhabitant of
«his Parish being in the office of the Clzrk

ral fntegrity, talent’ or'principle. - would be | of use:Peace a short time.ago on husiness,

in ‘course of conversation,the conduct of the
Magistrates in’ setting aside the list of Pa-
rish’ Officers “chosen by " the' people, was
mentioned ; the Clerk stated that 'the
Bexcir had actually “throwh ott “the list,
aud prepared 2 new ode ; and on being in-
formed that the officers nominated by the
Beach would not .qualify, until they had

suppdrting famalies, few receiving for their .first aseeriained from the Attorney Gereral,

whether the Magisiraies possessed the pow-
ergunder the acty of seiting aside -the ap-
pointments made by the Rate-Payers, with-
lout any informality on the part of the peo-
ple. “The “Cletk “did ndt " approve of the
course pursued by the people, ‘but thought
it would be better for the officers 1o qualify
at once ; and shortly after in writing to two
Parish Officers, . he informed them ¢ that
«hey had been, duly. elected by the Rate
Payers; and. requested. them to qualify ac-
cordingly.” Now, Sir, it -follows - if - we
were 10 qualify as duly elected by the Rate
Payers, the list of Officers made out by the
Bench, must be illegal—both cannot ' be
right.'”

,'b Of the many acts of ‘tyranny which the
people-in this District have reason to com-
plain of at the hands of those who have al-
ways been opposed 10 jthe liberty of the
people; - the ‘following - may. suffice as a
sample. - <In 1847 the inhabutants of this
District: presented a petition to-the Bench,
unahimously signed, and respeetfully drawn
‘up, praying for a change in the Commissi-
oner of Roads for this Parish : 1 deputation
of a number of Frechclders was appointed
0 go 10, Newcastle and present it (o the
Beach. - What was. the result 2_ihe prayer
of their petition.was. rejected, the pariies
abused b ons of that body, for presuming ;
and a member of the Bench whose removal
was coniemplated, spoke and voted upon
the quesuon.  Nay, when we have com-
plained of the unjust proceedings of that
body, what has been our answer ¢The
Sessions will do just.as they think proper.’
Such even was the opinion formed of us —
the Rate, Payers,—by some of that body,
that we were declared as unfiv -t fill any
' Pavish appointments.

You may congeivethen with'what plea-
sure we hailed ‘the passing of the Act 13,
Vie. Cap.’ 30, conferring upon s the pri-
vilege of choosing our ‘own officers, and how
readily w embraced it.  We immediately
ccuferred with, the Rate Payers of New-
castle and . Douglastown ; - divided the Pa-
rish into Districts, -agreed -0 hold prelimi-
narv meenngs, choseour own ‘officers - for
eaeh ‘district, "and “upon the day of ‘the
eléction of ‘the Town und Parish officers
a. Newcastle, have sent’ persons to ‘nomi-
nite and second cach officer’ propostd, *the
understanding being that in “the eyent of
any opposition, the three Districts  would
unite and support each other.
lu December 1850 we -held our first.pre-
linvinary neeting in this District, a Rate
Payer was desired to wait upon the. near-
est Magistrate, and request hisattendance,
%o that ‘e might wituess this our first
‘meetitig, ia the exercise of our new privi-
legé—what' was his reply ? '« That he
would not, and that we ail sught to be ta-
ken up and 1mprisoned for hoiding such an
illegal = meeting,”. We. persevered, chose
our.officers, had (he election, at the general
meeting al Newcastle. . Our next -prelimi-
nary meeting: was held in December 1851,
of which cue notice was given, a Rate Pay-
er went over "to the nearest Magistrate
again, his' reply “was, « That! he” weuld
have a meetingof his owa.” A« former-
ly we'chose oar officers ; attended the go-
neral meeting at Neweastle, when the Ma-~
gistrate, alluded to. attended also. with his
list.. He appeared anxious to effect a com-
promise, stating-that if allowed to hold one
office, which he wouldwame, and another
displaced, that had been chosen at the pre-
liminary meeting, he would offer no oppo-
sition, Inm'the eventof his terms not being
complied with, he would press his own list.
He did so, and 1 think has ot yet forgot the
lesson he received.

Our next meeling was . in» December
1852, of \which due notice was given. = At

a correct dist shall be; made out and cerrified
by the Chairman, and attested by the Town|

this time we were favored with: the pre-
sence of two Magistraws, We proceeded

e O
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