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CAPTURE OF BALAKLAVA.

War Department, October 10.—His Grace
the Duke of Nowcastle has this day received
two despatches, of which the following are
oopies, addressed te his grace by General
Lord Raglan, C. C. B.:—

" |The first of these despatches eontains a
liss of the officers whose names have been
brought urder his lordship’s notice by the
Gonerals of Divisions, and the heads of de-
partments.]

" The second despatch is as follows :—

Balaklava, Sept. 23.—My Lord Duke,—I
have the greatest satisfaction in_acquainting
your Grace that the army wnder my com-
mand obtained possession of this important
place on the 26th inst., and thas established
a new and secure base for our future opera-
tions. ‘

The allied armies quitted their position
above the Alma on the morning of the 23rd,
and moved across the Katcha, where they
halted for the night, and. on the following
day passed the Balbek.

It then appeared that the ensmy had es-
tablished & work which commanded the en-
tranée of the river, and debarred its use for
the disembarkation of troops, provisions, and
materials, and it became expedient to con-
sider whether the line of attack upon the
mnorth side should not be abandoned, and ano-
ther course of operation adopted.

It having, after due deliberation, beas de-
termined by Marshal St: Arnaud and myself
that we should relinquish our communica-
tion with the Katcha, and the hope of estab-
lishing it by the Belbek, and endeavour, by
a flank march to the left, to go around Sebasc-
topol and seize Balaklava, the movement was
eommenced on the 25th, and completed on
the following day by tt:e eaptura of this place
by Her Msjesty’s teoops, which led the ad-
vance. The march was attended with great
difficulties. On leaving the high road from
the Belbeck to Sebastopol the army had to
traverse a dense wood, in which there was
but one road that led in the direction it was
necessary to take. That road was left in the
first instance, to the cavalry and artillery ;
and the divisions were ordered to march by
compass, aud make a way for themaelves as
well as they ceuld ; and, indeed, the artillery
of the Light Division pursned the same course
as long as it was found to ba possible, but, as
the wood became more impracticable, the bat-
teries could not proceed otherwise than by
getting into the road above-mentioned.

The head-guarters of the army, followed
by several batteries of artillery, were the
first to clear the forest, mear what is called,
in Major Jarvis’ map, Mackenzie's Farm,
and at once found themselves on the flank
and rear o a Russian division, on the march
to Baske-Serai.

This was attacked assoon as the cavalry
which had diverged alittle into a bhye and
intricate path, ecculd be bronght up. ~ A vast
quantity of amunition and much valuable
baggage fell into our hands, and the pursuit
was discontinued after about a wmile and a

half, it being a great object toreach thef

Tschernays that evening.

The Russians lost a few men, and some
prisoners were taken, amongst whom was a
captain of artillery.

The march was then resumed by the de-
soent of a steep and difficult defile inte: the
plains, through which runs the Tschernaya
giver, and this the cavalry succeeded in
reaching shortly before dark, followed in the
course of the night by the light, first, second
and third divisions; the fourth division hav-
ing been lott on the heights above the Belbec
till the following day, to maintain our com-
muvication with the Katsgh.

This march, which took the enemy quite
by sarprise, was & very long and toilsome
one, and; except at Mackenzie’s Farm, where
two wells, yielding a seanty supply, were
found, the treops were without water, but

they supported their futigues and privations

with the utmost eheerfulness, and resumed
their march to this plaee on the morning of
the 26¢th.

As they approached Balaklava nothing in-
dieated that 1t was beld in force , but as re-
gistance was offered to.the advance of the
Rifle Brigade, and guns were opened from an
old castle as the head of the column showed
itselfon the road leading into the town, I
decmed it prudent to occupy the town flank-
ing heights by the light division and a por-
tion of Captain Brandling’s troop of Horse
Artillery on the left ; movements terminated
by the surrender of the place. which had

been oceupied by very inconsiderable num-
P y very

bers of the ¢ncmy,

Shortly after we had taken possession we
were greeted by Captain Mends of the Aga-

on the Techernays en the night of the 25:h
witly despatehes, and who volunteered imme-
diately to retrace his atcps through - the for-
e8f, and to communicats to Sir Edmund tae
importancs I attacked to his presenee at the
mouth of the barbour of Balaklava tho next
morning, which difficult servies (from the
intrieacy of the couniry invested by Cossacke)
he accomplished so effectualiy that.the Ad-
miral was enabled to appear off this harbour
at the very moment that our treops showed
themsalves upon the heights.

Notking could be more.opportune than his
arrrival, snd yesterday the magnificent ship
that bears his flag entered this beantiful bar-
bour ; and the Admiral a8 has been his invari-
able practice, co-operated with thearmy in
every way possible, ‘

We were busily engaged in disembarking
our siege train and previsions, and we were
most desirous of undertaking the attack on
Sebaatopol without the loss of a day. I moved
up two divisions, yesterday, to its immediate
neighbourhood. when I wxs enabled to have
a good view of the place; and Lisutenant-
General Sir John Burgoyne and General
Bisot, the French Chief de Genie, are ocou-
pied in reeonnoitering it olosely to-day.

The march of the Frenoh army on the 25th
was still more fatiguing and prolonged shan
ours. Being behind our columns they coald
not reach Tcohernaya till the next day, and
I fear must have suffered sadly from want of
water.

I regret to have to mognaint your grace
that Marshal St. Arnaud bas been compelled
by severe illnoss, to relinquish tho eommand
of thoarmy. I saw himon the 25th, when
he was suffering very much, and he felt it his
duty to resign the next morning. I view
his retirement with deep. concern, baving
always found in him every disposition to act
in eoncert with me. Ho has simes becoms
much worse, and is, I fear, i2 & very precari-
ous state. .

Fortunately he is sucereded by sn offcer
of high reputation, General Canrobert, with
whom 1 am satisfied | shall bave great plea-
sure in acting, and who is equally desirous
of maintaining the most [iiendly relations

with me.
I have, &e RacLan,
[fis Graee the Duke of Newzastle, &o.

A party from the British fiaet have estab-
lished themselves in the lighthouse of Cape
Chersenese, which forms the extreme eastern
corner of the promontory.to the south of Se-
bastopol, and have relit the light which the

:Russians had extinguished.

LAST DESPATCHES O¥F
ST. ARNAUD.

The Monitenr publishes soma Jet
Marshal St. Arnaud, and kis last ord
day:

On Board the Vills de Paris, Sept. 12, 1854,
—Monsiear loe Marechal,— My situation with
respect to healsh has become grave. Up to
this day I bave opposed to the iliness that af-
flicts me all tha the energy I have been eaps-
ble of; and I did hope for & long time thet |
was so sufficiently accustomed to suffor that [
wag fit to exereise eommand without reveal-
inggto all the violence of the attacks [ was
doomed to endure.

Put this struggle hasexhavabed my steencih,

1 have heen grieved to perceive of late, and
especially during the recent passage, durine
which | was on the point of sinking, that
the moment was approaching when my con-
rage would not suffice to eupport the heavy
barthen of a eommand requiring & vigour
[ bave lost and which | hardly hope tg re-
cover. :

My concience imposes on mas a3 2 duty 4o
explain to you my econdition. Iam willing
to hope that Providence will permit my ful-
filling to the end tbe task I have undertaken
and thas I sbali be able to.eonduct to Sebas-
topol the army with which [ shall land to-
morrow onthe coast ofthe Crimea. But
that I feel will be indeed a lfast effort, and |
beg you to ask the Emperor that he will
haye the goodness to appoint my succassor, —

Deign to accept, Monsieur fe Marshal,
the expression of my most powerful senti-
ments. ~

The Marshel Commander-in-chief.
A. pE ST. ARNAUD.

Head Quarters, at the Bivouac on the
Tchernaya, Sept. 26, 1854.— Monsieur le
Mareehal,—My health is deplorabla. A
choleraic attack bas just ingreased the sufor-
ings I have so long experienced, and [ have
reached such a state of weakness, that to

MARSHAL

me, [ makeit a point of henor and conseiencs
to surrender my autherity into the.hands of
General Canrebert, whom his Majesty’s Kpe-
cial orders design for my suceessor.

The enbjoined order of the day wiltaconaint
yon with what feelings [ separate from my
soldiers, and renoauce the pursuit of the
| great enterpri:e—an enterprise for which

mewmuon, aud soon after by Sir E. Lyons|fortunate beginnings seem to presage a glo-

himsgelf. ;

Hia co-operation was seeurad to us by the

aativity ard enterprise of Lieut, Maxse, of H.

M. ship Agamemnon, who reached my camp ! die, Sapt. 26, 1854 —Soldiers,—Previdencs ' burst.

&

ripus issue.—Deign to aceapt, &e |
l A. D& SAIAT ARNAUD.
Fasd Quarters, at the Birouac of Menken-

{

B

command I feel has become impossible.  In]
this situation, despite the griefs it oceeasions |

| refuses to your ckief the satisfaction of conti-
inuing in the glorious way now opening to
you. Conquered by a grave malady, against
which he has go vainly struggled, he beholds
with protound grief (but will know Low to
fulfil) the imperious duty imposed on him by
cireumstances—the duty of resigning a com-
mand which bis bealth, irrecoverably destroy-
ed, no longer persits him to suppert the
weight of.

Soldiers you will grieve for me, for the mis-
fortune that befalls me is immense, irrepara-
ble, and perhaps unexampled.

[ resign'tho command to Lienténant-Gene-
ral Canrobert, whem, in provident anxieiy
for this army and for the great interests it re-
presents, the Emperor has invested with the
neeessary powers by a sealed leiter 1 have
now before me. It is & relief to my angnish,
that [ have to place in such worthy bands
the flag that Frauvee confided to me.

You will surround with your respeet, with
your confidence, this general officer, on whom
a briliant military career and the splendour
of services performed have conferred the most
honourable fame throughout the ceuntry and
army. He will follow up the vietory of the
Alma, and will win that happiness | hed

him--the happiness of conducting you to Se-
bhastopol.
‘MARSHAL DE SAINT ARNAUD,

The Berthellet arrived at Marseilles -on
the 10th with she remains of Marshal St. Ar-
naud, which were received with all pos-
sidle honour. - All the ships in the Larbour
hoisted their flags half must Ligh.

SINKING OF THE RossiaN SpIrs AT THx
ExTrancE oF Tdx HawrBour or Sesasso-
ro.—Britania, off the Katscha, Sept. 16,
1854 —Sir, In my letter of yesterday (No.
487) 1 reported the change that bad taken
place in the position hitherto maintained by
she enemy’s fleet in ths harboar of Sebas-
topol, and | wow beg you will acquaint the
Lords Commissioners of the Admirality, that
the sams aftern oon, on the appearance of the
allied flacts in sight of Sebastopol, the whole
of the vessels moored aorossthe harbour were

{sunk by the Russians, leaving their masts
i more or less above wacter, and [ went last

evening to the mouth of the harbeur to ae-
ure myself of tnis singular event.

Captain Druramond has examined the har-
bour this morning, and reports that the lower
mast heads of the ships are gereral-
}y above water; that the passage is ¢losed ex-
22ph, perkiaps, a small space near the shoal
Fofit the North Bastery, aud the double booms
inside are thus rendered mors gecure.

Eight sail of the lme are moored east and

| &esk, inside of the booms, and three of the

Liips are heeled over to give their guns more
vation to sweep over the land tothe north-
ward,

An intelligent seamen, & deserter, who es-
saped from Sebastopol on the 22ad, bad part-
ly prepared me for some extraodinary move-
ment. Heinformed me that the crews of the
ships moored aeross the barbour (to one of
which he had been attached) had been landed
with the exceprion of very few in each ship;
that the vessels were plugged ready for sink-
ing; that the guns and stores were all on
board ; and that the other ships are moored
under the south side to defend the harbour
from attack from the noerthward. He report-
ed that the batile of Alma had grestly dis-
pirited the Russians; that the troops had re-
treated on Mebastopol without a hale; that he
believes the whols Russian force not to exceed
40,000.. The wan’s ststements ure clear,

and on points thet eame under his own obser-
[ vation wera mostly eorroporated and I eonsi-
| der reliance may be placed on bisinformation
| generully conxidering the means his station
in life afforded of enabling him. to obtain it.
at the request of Lord Raglan I sent him
on shere to act as & guide to the army on
their approach to. the environs of Sebasto-

{
i
i
|

Ol
! The allied armies moved this afternoon to
take np a pesition to the south of the port of
Nehastopol and the fleet will move to meet
their arrival there.

Deravrur INUNDATION ¥W. SPAIN.—A let-
ter in the Tribuno of Madrid gives an ac-
count of a terribla and extraordinary catastro-
phe that has eccurred at Darocs, & emall
town in Arragon, situate in a rvich aod fertile
valley, abounding in eorn and wine, trom its
situation, in a deep hollow, completely sur-
rounded by mountains, this placeis peculiarly
liable to inundation ; and a8 & remedy, o tun~
nel waseus ia 1560 by a Franchman named
Pierre Bedel. This tunnelis a magniticent
work—2340 feet long, 24 feet wide, and 24
{eet high. The enterprise wias patronized by
the Pope, aad assisted by alms from all Chris-
tendom. Previoualy to its achievement, the
waters that flowed at wet scasons from. two
{leagues of . mouetain rusbed throngh the
I streets of the town on their way to the river.
{ Is uppears that on the Llth inss, at 3 in the
{afternecn, an immense waterspout, rising

from the lake of Gallocanta, remained for
{ & considerable time hovering over the shore
jat abont a league from Darosa. When it
The whole district was converted in-

dreamed of for myself, and which I envy/|

to & lake. The waters poured éown in the
direetion of the tunnel in a stresm mnch
larger, it is said, than the Ebro st Tortoss,
and, seen from an élevation, appoared like
moving mountains of liquid. Tho dimen-
siens of the tonnel, which haa a very decided
slope, were insufficient 1o allow passage to the
vast mass, which then moved past it, forming
a spacious sea. - This extended itsgelf towards
the town, at 200 yards from which it was ar-
rested by the causeway, hias frequently saved
Daraco when menaced by perils of 8 similsr
nature, but less magnitude. Abeve  this
causeway the water rove; heaping shemselves
upon it, says the scconr, to the heighth of
three yards, and then plusging down apom
the unfortunate town. Ths gateway, an
though an unusually Jarge one, was not large
exough to allow their entrance, and snether
great lake was formed against the walls,
which preseatly began te crumble under its
pressure,

* What then oceurcd,” says the lettor. s is
an inexplicaple thing. The waters fomght
with dud overthrew those houses the position
of which opposed their current. They cer-
ried away the fountain of San Pedro, wud
ogemng trenches, and bursting open the door
of the pacado and several shops, they spresd
through squares and streets, inundating wine
cellars, warehouses and tho first floors of the
houses ; in #ome reaching up to the roof.—

‘Throwing down walls and abandening every-

thing, the inbabitants fed to the mountains,
whence they looked on at the horrible eatas
trophe. .
“The loss has been iacaleulable; in the
vaults water has replaced wine, the contents
of the shops are spoiled and many houses are
crumbling away. Ia the plaia “around the
town the inundation has destroyed every-
thing. A young woman of 20 was earricd
sway by the torrent, and many children and
adults are missing. [n the first moment the
anxiety was horrible. None thought of any
thing but of counting their families and see~
ing ifany were absent, The animals thas
have perished are inumerable ; among them
many of the farm hovses of the unfortunate
peasants. i is horrible. “God havé meray
apen us :
The writer of the letter adds that the peo-
ple of Daroca and its environs know not how
sufiicienly to express their gratitude to a
company of the Zamora Regiment there in
garrison, which saved tne lives and pro-
periy of many, and ac the time he wrote, was
mounting guard over the town to prevens
plunder. He praises in the highest terms
this emall body of troops. 'The town he
adds, is reduced to wmisery, and is in grovi-
ous need of a subscription to supply the peo~
plo with the most pressing nocessaries. ’

YESTERDAY'S MAIL,

CALIFORNIA
The steamers Star of the West and Geo.
Law axrived at New York last Friday with
two weeks later news from California.
The Alta Culifornia says doring the paad
fortnight businers has been very animated,
and lacge amounts of goods have gone inte

consumption. A more buyant feeling exists

in business pircles than has been noticed for
a long pericd. f1. 2 8 “

The mines eontinued to yield a tair return
i almost all parts of the State, although in
some of the Soutliern regions the water was
beginning to fuil, and the miners in eome
instances were shifting their quarters.

A number of persons had left for the Gada-

den pnrchace, and many more were cxpected:

to follow.
A number of prisoners had esceped from the

prison at Coste Madera, killing & guard nam-

ed Powel. \

A report had been brought to the erossing
of the Colorado, that o company ef emigrants
numbering fitty, all from Texas, were murder-
ed Aug. 21st by the [ndiaus. p

Several women and Children who were in
the train, were doomed, it is feared, to
more horrid fate. Six hundred head of cat-
tie were also carried off,

The Apaehes were hecoming more trouble-
some every day. Twentv-five Americans
had perished for want of water.

The news was brought by a small train,
which hnd been in the rear and fortunately
escaped.

Other parties of Americans encountered:
the Indians néar Tuesen and one American
wus killed.

From The North.—Sehr. Eudoras from the
Sea of Okotsk, brings interesting intelligenco
from the whuling fleet. Though une ship
had been lost, and eome others damaged, the
fleet had been gemerally suecessful. For o
number of years there hss not been g0 much
oil obtained so early in the season ; and there
will probebly be more taken thanin any pre-
vious year. No information of the Mononga-
hele of New Bedford, which was oarried
into the Arctic by the ive, in the full of
1853.

NOVA SCOTIA.

DEATHBY VIOLENCE.—A soldier of the 76th

Regt., named M,Carty, was killed cn Thurs-
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