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From the Liverpool Maii, January 7.
'EUROPE.

Curer Events AnND Topics oF THE WEER.—
The General War, judging from concurrent
indications, hus already commenced, just as the
Russo-Turfush war began when few believed
init.  The funds are almost daily declining ;
the price of corn, and the necessaries of life, al-
most daily advancing. We are no longer
< bored’ with daily leaders in the ministerial
prints to prove the pacific results, which were
1o flow from the Aberdeen policy and diploma-
tic negotiatons. . At last, Diplomacy is tacitly
admitted to be very much in the hopeless con-
dition of Mr. Doze-up. In place of expatiaing
on Vienna conlerences, the chiet ministerial
organ, The Times, of yesterday, at length turns
to those more practical considerations, count-
ing up our unrivalled naval sirength, aund thus
winds up its leading article :

« It appears from these returns that, setting

aside the whole sailing fleet of England, we
have at present afloat 11 steam line-of-batile
ships, soon to be increased to 20, 5 guardships
with auxiliary steam power, and 7 frigates fir-
ted with screw propellers, which may be con-
sidered (with one or two exceptions) the finest
vessels ever launched of their class. Of these
screw line-of-battle ships, only two (the' Sans-
pareil and the Agamemnon) are in the Turk-
ish waters, and the former of these two vessels
does not, we fear, answer to her name. The
greater number of those already in commission
belong to Admiral Corry's divisien, which is
ternred by the Admiralty the Western Squad-
ron, though it may be considered to be on an
experimental cruise ; and four are still waiting
for commuission. So that, independent of the
British squadron now in the Bosphorus, that
portion of the fleet which is not in the Mediter-
racean consists of an equal number of newer
and more powerful ships than those under the
command of Admira! Dundas. This result is
already credirable to the Admiralty, and it has
been accoraplised within the last few months
on what is still a peace establishment.  Among
those politicians who distinguished themselves
at an early period of the dispute now pending
in the East by loudly recommending a prompt
appeal 1o arms, there may be some who will
perceive with satisfaction, that we are far bet-
ter prepared to meet such an emergency &t the
present time than we were last spring. A%
the time the Baluc was open, our naval resour-
ces were not ccllected, “and our coasts were
comparatively undefended. We havenow had
time to prepare against the danger. Our ar-
maments, indeed, are still of a very limited
character, and cannot be compared to the stu-
pendous exertions of the Emperor of Russia,
who has set the whole army of his empire in
motion, has 40 line-of-battle ships in commis-
sion, has raised four millions anda halt of mo-
neyv from the Church, and cominenced operati-
ons on » scale worthy of the campaign of Mos-
cow. But no one will complain that Great
Britain has been less violent and preeipitate in
her demonstrations ot hostility, partly from her
reluctance to surrender the last hopes of peace,
and partly from a just confidence in that power
which has nevér yet failed her. The Admi-
ralty has constructed a fleet of magnificen:
ships, armed with all that modern scieace has
done for navigation. We trast that young,
able, and energetic officers will be selected 1o
command them ; and we venture to affirmy that
with good ships, good officers, and good 1reat-
ment, the blue jackets will nct fail to do their
part in their country’s battles.”

The most “ exciting public” event has arisen
from this general stoppage of the mails. Ju
the absence of more profitable employment,
and in the bestof humour, Thursdav witnessed
a battle-royal, in the shape of snowballing
within’ the Exchange area, among « children
of larger growth.” We cannot condemu them
for the weather was so bracing aud exhilira-
ting, that everybody felt ready for everything
and anything--from pich and toss to [any-
thing short of] mavslaughter.” We regrei
that any ill-feeling should have been engender-
ed. On the one hand : had it been distincily
understood that the Mayor had expressed a
strong wish that the excitement® should sub-
side, we feel persuaded, all sides would have
yielded to his Worship, and that the Head of
the Police and his body-guard would have es-
caped their share ot the suowhalling (and
worse) which fell fast and “thick.3 On the
other hand : pérhaps this last collision mirhi
have been obviated if the military Crief of the
Police had exercised a ¢ leet/e” more discre-
tion—showa more of the ** saavior in modo”
3s a preliminary to the ** foriiier in re,” par-
ti:ularly as he was grappling with gentlemen
all in good humonr, and on their ouwn grousd,
iheir own private propertv. [t was a mistake
throughout. We hope that kindlv and zene-
rous feelinzs on both sides will allow this lo-
diereus “ escapade” 1o be evanescent and oé2i-
vionized.

Russia aNp Turggy. - The news in eos-
nection with the Russo-Turkish war is less
interesiing thap usual this week, active oper-
ations being suspended till the answer of the
Czar to the last proposal of the Four Powers is

‘

received. On Moonday it was stated that the
Turkish Ceuncil of Mioisters notified the four
envoys that it had adopted very nearly the
proposiiions seggested at Constantinople by
thew.  Uhecouncil bad not yet drawn up iis
swatement in due form, but it was to do soand
to transmit copies to the feur ambassadars on
the 29th Deeember. The Caradoc arrived on
Mouday mght at Marseilles ; she left Constan-
tinople on the 26ith December, aud no doubt
must bring important news, since Lord Sirat-
ford thought fit wodespatch her for some reason
before the Porte made known his resolutions
respeciing the propositions of the envoy.

Liwde hopeis feit that the Czar will imitate
the example of the Porte ; and fromu all that
can be gleaned from the foreign jourvals, it
would appear that he is determined 1o push
matters to extremiiies, and brave the anger of
the Engtish and French governments.--
Amongst other things it was stated that the
Russian government has given nouee to seve-
ral commercial gentlemen and engineers 1ater-
ested in the Russian railways, that these works
are about to he suspended, as all the men and
money required for their construction will be
devoled to carrying on the war [t is said, two
that agents of Russia are at the present mo-
ment engaged in this couuntry in search of
ships and warlike stores for the Russian go-
vernment, while others have also proceeded
to America on asimilar mission. In the pre-
seat attitude of affairs, parties supplying war-
like apphances wiil, of course, place them-
selves 1a great danger.

A private letter from Teflis, of the 2d ult,
announces that Prince Woronzoff had received
despatches from St. Petersburgh, apprising
kim that a reintorcement of eighty pieces of
artillery had been torwarded to him, with di-
rections to carry on the war in. Asia with the
greatest activity. Also that two fresh divisi-
ons of Intantry will be added to the force. In
the meantime the English and French govern-
ments are preparing for emergencies, the gar-
risons at Gibraltar and the Jonian Islands are
being considerably strengihened, and vast ar-
maments are quietly prepariag at Toulon.

From a warlike leader in the Times of
Tuesday, it appears that the strength of the
combined Engiish and French-fleets now in the
Bosphorus amounts to 44 sail inclading line-of-
battle ships, frigates, and steamers. Of these
the French and Eoglish have each three three-
deckers; we have seven two deckers (including
the Agamemnon) to five French two-deckers
the Freach 90-gun screw-ship Napoleon hav-
ing, unfortunaiely, been sent back to Teulon
for repairs. Each flag has, or will soon have,
eleven paddle-wheel steamers. The Sans-
pareil (English) and the Charlemagne (Freueh)
two-deckers, have auxiliary steam power. In
addition 1o this power{ul Jeet, there are in the
Busphorous at Jeast seven Turkish and Egyp-
tian line-of-battle #ships, besides frigates and
steamers; so that the comvined force may be
taken at about 60 sail. From the large amount
of steam power, the weizht of guns, the size
of these ships in proportivn to their rating, and
the perfection to which naval gunrery has now
been carried both in the Enghsh and French
navies, this is, beyond doubt, the finest naval
armament ever sent 10 sea, though it might, if
necessary, be powerfullv augmented by the
first-class steam shipsand frigates which from
admira! Corry’s squadron, now at Lisbon.—
Those vessals are, however, probably reserved
as the nucleus of the North Sea fleet in the
spring.  The best understanding prevails be-
tween the Enghsh and French officers, and the
signal beoks of the two squadrons have been
exchanged, with an arrangement that, in sail-
ing order, the French squadron will form the
weather and the Evglish the port liae.

The Morning Herald of the same day stated
tbat mosi energetic efforts will be puat forth im-
mediately to create and fir out a powerful
North Sea squadron, to be ready for service as
soon as ihe ice breaks up. The push will be
for steamers, of w hich we are now gelung ra-
ther short, so many having been comnissioned
jin 1853. Leaving Admiral Corry’s force
where it is, or sending it 1o Malta or Constan-
iwwople, whilst Admiral Dundus is scouring
the Black Sea. we have a guodly force of ships
at the home ports. Euumeratiog them on the
spur of the momaent we find ten screws mus-
iug 632 guas ; four paddies, 34 guus ; and eight
sailing ships, 590 guns; iogether with some
smaller steamers and isailing vessels. This
would make a large force (the ships are all sea-
going vessels), but there are not half a dozen
of them {uily manned, a few of the others have
more ihan their complement of marines on
board.  Wellfi ted and fully manned, this force
alone would give a good account of the Crons-
tadt fleer, if met in gooed gea-room.
| A leter from Malta, of 1he 28th ult, states
| that the merchaats who tiad contracted to sup-
{ ply the British fleet with coals to the Black
[ Sea, had received orders to prepare depots at
i Sinope, Varna, and Trebisonde.
| The following is the reply, signed the 12th
{ of December. of the English and French am-
| bassadors to the applieasions for the eutrance
{of the combined flrets into the Black Nea :—
i* We have 0 acknowledoe 1he receipt of
I vour excellency’s note of December 4, We
{ learned thereby that a division of the Russiap
ifivet, which had been eruising for =ome davs
i ln the weigbourhoed of Sinope, entered that

port on the 30th ultimo, and attacked some
{urkish’ ships-of war anchored there. Since
then we have ulso been apprised ot the result
of the combai, which we deeply deplore, while
at the same ume, all our praise 13 due to the
noble devotion and patriotism of those who
fell in an unequal siruggle. We are, however,
in duty bound, as far "as cobcerms us, to dis-
claim all repunsidtlity in reference to that dis-
aster 5 and your excellency will do us the jus-
uce to acknowledge ihat, whenever we are
consulted by the Porie as to the expediency of
the Ottoman fleets entering the Black Sea, we
invariably express our doubts and aprehensions
without reserve. A defective materzel, crews
under the contingent required in 1ime ot war,
the adverse chunces of the Black SBea at this
season, the possibility of encounter with an
enemy of superior force—all these reasous
were exposed to the government of the Sultan,
in support of an opivion in opposition to its
own. The presence of the Anglo-French fleet in
the Bosphorusis an incontestable proot of the
interest and sentiments which animate the
Emperor of the Freach and her Majesty 1he
Queen of Great Britain.  Their presence has
a political signification. 1t is a moral support,
as loug as there remains a hope of effeciing a
reconciliation beiwceen the adverse powers —
Should, however, Rursia atiempt to land a
force on the Bosphorus, or at any cther point
of the Turkish coasts, the combined fleet will
then be required (o act, and enter immediately
the Black Sea, if necessary, to protect the ter-
iiory, as well as the wntegrity, of the Otto-
wman empire, -

Private letters from Paris, received in Lon-
don oo Thursday, state that, if the weather
permitied, it was expected that the Black Sea
would be entered by the fleet about the 3d or
4th of the present month. In the official cir-
eles of Paris it 1s believed that war is inevi-
table. The decision of the Emperor Nicholas,
with respect o the Vienna propositition, is
stated to be known, thuugh not officially. If
we (Times) can credit what is said, his Ma-
Jesty’sremark when he heard of being asked
10 send an envoy to the Conference, was that
he never would send any general of Lis to sign
his own commendation and his own disho-
nor.

The Chronicle’s Paris correspondent writes—
“The fact of the Emperor of Russia’s refusal
to accede to the propositions of the conference
of Vienna 13 atlast beginieg to be admiited
generally in Paris; and in consequence war is
more belicved in. I understand that the Rus-
sian faunlies ichabiting France have receiv-
ed orders to teturn to Russia ;also that M. de
Kisseleff, having been asked yesterday if he
hiad received orders o demand his passport re-
plied that no note had as yet reactied hym on
that partieular point, but that he expected to
hear something from one moment to ancther.

By order to the Sultan, a Grand National
Council was held on the 18ih of December,
composed of the present ard former mivisters,
the principal Ulewcas, the high military and
naval functionaries, both in actual service and
nog-aciivity, and all the generals and colonels
then in Constantinople. The deliberations
continued on the 19th,and it was the 20tk or
21st that the note now brought by the Carodoe
was sigued.

A Russian man-of-war schooner, driven by
stress of weather into the Bosphorus, was cap'-
tured by Colonel Moustafa Bey, commandant
of the fortress of Anadole-Kavak. The Russian
capt. before falling into the hands of the Turks
threw his guns and ammuniion into the sea,
in the hope of being aken tor a merchant ves-
sel : but her papers and her name, Aloupka (2
village belonging 10 Prince Woronzeft), be-
rayed her. The Aloupka was commanded
by Captain Davidoff, three officers and thirty
sallors, ail made prisoners.  She now beurs 1he
Ottornan flag, and will be got ready for aelive
service.

The 17th Decernber her Mujests's ship
Ocean anchored at Bechiktach {rom Malia.

M. Poujade, the French consul-general in
the Danubian provinces reached Constantinople,
troms Galatz, on the 15th. He brought wi:h
him ali the deplomatic papers of the consulate,
‘[ he Briush consul was daily expected.

[n conformity with orders received from go-

vernment, and owing to the inclemeucy of the
season, the Turkish troops which besieged
Fort Akiska have reured to Kars, where they
are 10 fake up their winter quarters The ir-
regular troops being very undisciplined, were
badly treated by the Cossacks during the re-
treat, :
Letters from Persia, of the 30th Nov,, de-
clare that the Persian zovernment was said
i0 have given way to the energy displayed by
the English Chargé d® Afluires, and to have
given (ull satisfaction ; and, for the moment at
luast all the prospects of Russia are reported
to have failed.

CONSTANTINOPLE, Dee. 19.—Riza Pasha is
appointed minister of marine and high Admi-
ral. in the place of Mahmouad Pasha resigned.

Halil Pasha is made member ot the divan.— |

Tpe sieges of Akiska and Alexandropoi have
been raised : 20,000 Turkish irregulars bave
been repulsed.  Abdi Pasha, the commander-
in-chief, has resigzned. Abmed Pashareplaces
him.
seized their newly-appoiated Russian officers,

A company of* Wallachian miliia bad |

beat them soundly and then deseried with five
of them to Kalafat. :

Cirz or Geop Hore.— By the Bosphorus we
have advices from the Cape of Good Hope 1o
the 21st of Nov., at which date everything was
quiet in that cclony, snd general appearances
betokened a willing acquiescence on the part
of the Kaffirs 1 submit to the arrangements
laid down by his Excellency General Cathenst
lor their future government. The shipping in-
teresiat the Cape was suffering considerably
by the increasing number of deseriers. During
51X weeks, no less than 186 secamen were iaken
betore the Magistrates charged witk (his of-
fence.

From Willmer & Smith’s European Times,
January 7.

Russia AND TURKEY.—A private lctter
from St. Petersburgh, of the 194 uli., ap-
nounces that a treaty, offensive aud detentive,
between the Emperor of Russia and the Shah
gt' Persia, Lad been tigned on “the preceding

av.

The Journal de Constantinople expresses it-
self as follows relative to the interruprion of
diplomaiic relations beiween Eugland and
Persia :—* In consequence of a scrious dif-
ference, the rerresentative of Great Briwin ia
Persia, demanded in an energetic note, prompi
satisfaction from the Persian governnient. The
Shah seerned inclined to grant 1, but the Rus-
sian embassy, by its intrigues, succeeded i
wrning him from that course. In consequence,
the representative of her Britanuic Majesty at
‘T'eheran considered it hisduty to interrupt all
diplomatic relations with Persia. The extreme
agitation which now exists among the Affgh-
ans disquiets not only Persia, but'even Russia.
Something was said some time back of an Aff-
ghan exbassy from Dost Mehommed Khan to
Persia ; that embassy has arrived at Teheran.
Dest Mabommed is an implacable enemy of
Russia, and opposes, with the greatest resoluti-
on, the policy of the Czar in Persia andin the
rest of Asia.” His ambassador is charged with
a mission of 'he greatest importance, and the
Prince of Affghanistan desires ardently to bave
this mission crowned with success.”’

PERsiA AND ArreuANIsTAn.—Dost Maho-
med who i1s well known to be no friend to
Russia, has sent two ambassadors to the Shah
of Persia, 1 the persons of Mirdat Khan aud
Cohendelil Khan, to demand that the 16,000
men the Persian garnison at Herat, be with-
drawn ; and that tbe Sheik Heidar, governor
of Herat, aud son of the Persian Sheik wnd Res-
chet be dismissed, and the government given
back to Hussein, son of thelate Viceroy of He-
rat, Yar'Mahomet who died peisoned two
years ago. The ambassador from Affghanis-
tan further slated, oo making these demands,
that their powerful sovereign had the intention
of firmly supporting the 1ll-acknowledgedrights
ot Prince Yar Husseio.

The Imaum of Muscat has refused to puy
tribute to Persia for the salt mines of Sendara-
bassiz,

The following appeared in the Official Jour-
nal of Persia, No, 134 :—* His Majesiy tha
Shah of Persia has intimated the charge d’ af-
fairsand personnel of the British legation at
Teheran to proceed with him to Solkan,
Kerteh, and to Talkan, and from theace 10 the
military eamp at Soultanic.”  This is agsign-
ed a5 the cause of differenc between the Bii-
tish representative and the Shah,

SweDsN.—The diet, through its secret com-
mittee, is much oceupied with the proposilions
stbmitted to 1 for an increase of the wiiitary
force and the means required {or the delence of
the country.  The King presides over a special
committee, Which delilierates on the questiion of
neutrality. The Swedish army, in time of war
comprises 85,000 fout, 5564 horse, 4416 artil-
fery—in ali 94,0C0 men, tu woom must bead-
ded 8000 miiitia trom Gottland ; the force be-
ing ten times greater than what it is in time of
peace.

Hampurag, Jar. 3 —Thecourier {rom Stock-
holm has arrived with inieliigeace from the
Swedish capital, of the 27th ult. King Oscar
has imparied 10 the secret commiitee of the
Diet the treaty concluded with Denmark, for
assuring the co-operaion of the two countries
in mainiawing their common independeiice.

UNITED STATES.

New York, Jan. 16,—The Steamer Eure-
pa was eeized lo-day by the officers of the cus-
toms. I'we individuals, ooe of them the stew-
ard, were detected in smuggling lace.

Lerrers rrox KossuTd.—New York, Jan.
17.-—Private letters received here from Kossuih
state that be had postpoved his departure for
Constan‘inople, in order 10 make furthier prepa-
ration.— He stated explicitly that he has beea
invited (o Turkey by the Goverament, and adds
that provision wiil b2 mude w0 iransport this
ther trom the Unl ed Siates all Husgarians who
desire 1o go-

ForTNIGHTLY STEAMERS EROM LiveReoor,
—The steamer “ Charity,” 1.500 tons burthen,
left ILiverpool tor Portland on the 12th st
L aad will be followed torinightly for the wnier
months by other boats of the Canadian Stearn
Navization Company. The * Cliary” is a
new firest class boat aud has peea purchaeed by
the company,
| " x H .
| The demaad for ocean steamers is withous




