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THE GLEANER.

i

ety

wort to ve ¢ means.  Dismtishotion as-

muned a religious character—the diffirence of

ereeds furniched the pretext.  Every public ex-
©em appearcd as the consequence of misgovern-

ment, yet was nothing more than the cffect of
together personal and not |

mad-administmtion al
aystematic.  These real plagues of Turkey were
wmitigated ' ‘wherever Omer Pacha wos at  the
Aead of a military expedition.
. Such was the civil eapacity Omer has dis-
played, ln the midst of so many labors, he ran

through all the degrees of thearmy:—K ol Agas- |

#, (Aide-de-camp,) ‘Bim-Basci, (coramending
Major,) Miralay, (Colonel;) Liva, (General of
Brigade—a degree he gained on the battle-field
Amder the walls of Sainid’Acre,) Ferkin, (Gene-

«xal of Division,) Muchir, (Marshal,) Ser-Asher,

‘neralissimo,) the hi?es“t raik in the Ottoman ar-
.y, Invested wit the great decoration of the
Nichani-Iftikhar by Sultan Mahmud; with that
of the Mejidie by Sultan: Abdul-Medjid ;and,
lagi*, presented et Shumla with a sword of ho-
coutd net avoid making bitter enemies.
©Old Turkey was continually watching him “with
envious raneor; but he shrewdly fiattered its
apostles when he thought it Eroper'for‘ his pur-
nerosity, when
an emchange of hostilities would have finjured
hia cause ; and :fenly set them at defiance wlien
dissembling would have been weakness, and si-
lence an ¢ct of cowardice, :
At this hour he is the first general of the Ot-

(Field Marshal,) and now Serdar-Fkrem,(Ge-

- tomen army on the Dunube, and more than two

hundred thousand men, according to the Jtast
acoounts, are subject to his command, Milli-
ong ofeyes anxiously turned towerds him, and
theré is no man interested in the great ques-
tion of the day, who does not wish to know how
far his military talents may be depended up-

on.
Ifthetﬁut may afford e clue to judge of the
future, the fertune of Gmar Pacha has been
constant for so many years as to leave no doubt
of his ebility. Bo brilliant, so important and
high a pesition is not reached from the lowest

. eondition, without ove's being possessed of merit

and that in an eminent degree.  If Kegrew Pa-
cha’s favor was propitious £o a young man full of
hope of life and-of courage,it would have shelter-
«d a stranger though a convert, fror mistrust and

~eavy. The old mussulman is proud of himeelf

even to refusing te acknowl any capacity

, superior to his own; and littie does he expect

that auy information worthy of vote can be de-
rived from a foreigner. Men of cuch a descrip-

_ tion were often in his way, and. he was more

than once driven to suepend his services; but
faets are convincing in spite of opposition, and
they spoke in favor of Omar Pacha, :

. Omaxr’s military capabilities, indeed, have had
no_decisive opporfunity of showing themselves
in the tecth of diciplined t.roopa.mﬁt. is, never-

. theless, undenizble, that he has availed himself

of an energeﬁc discipline to double the power, of
his forces befere the enemy, whom he has almoa
invariable beaten. When the enemy were oul

im;urgcnts, it was but natural that they should
not give oceasiun for ‘a. vast strategical plan,
which on the contrary, would haye proved yery
injurious to the kind of warfure he was called
upon to wage. However the enemies he has
now to confront are not eltogether new to hini,
In Besnia, in Montenegro, in Bulgaria, in Ser-

- ¥ia, insurrections was always, fomented by Rus-

sia, often by Austria, and by both it was assisted
with arms and officers.

Independently of his shility—of which the
successes he has obteined, the eminent military
degrees he bas won, and bis actusl position, are
surely better proofs than our words—no ene de-
nies him a boldness of conception which never

-~degenerated into rashress, a confidence in him-

self which he was able to ingpivein his soldiers,
and a military ardor that is proverbial among
his officers. Under his command, 2 has been
the case withall great generals, the soldier thinks
himself' braver, and confidentiy rushes to vic-
tory. f

Omar’s domestic life is very far from being
tainted with the debauchery that is generlly at-
tributed, and often’ falsely, to'the private con-
duet of the Mos'evi«.  He has had no more
than two wives; and though he was allowed ' to
huve them contemporaneously, he did not mar-
ry the seecond until a‘ter his” divorce from the
former. 'This'wes a Turkish wéman, daughter
ofan Aga of the Janissavies, who died in 1827,
and was a pupil of his protector Kosrew Pacha,
Fmancipated from the severe restraint of the
harem to the liberty of Eurcpean customs, she
abused it, and foreed her husband toa separati-
on. The secoud is a Furopean, and was a very
young ‘maid, of a mild and virtuous character,
when he gaw her first,and married herat Bucha-
rest, where she was exercising, at fourteen years
of age, the profession ofa teacher of the piano-
forte. - She is from Cronstadt in the Transylva-
nia and her name is Anna Simonich. © ‘He hasan
offipring’ but a natural deughter, born of an
Arabian slave in Syria. - A male child, the fiuit
@f his new marriage, died at four months of age
crushed under a carriage upset in the passage
from ‘I'ravnich to Saraievo. He has therefore ax

yet no probability of ‘being remembered in his
adopted country but by his deeds. ' 1is habits
are simple and frugal; he is active and .indefati-
gable inbusiness; of an upright, benevolent and
*‘gentle charcter, with a somewhat nervous and
excitable temlpcmmeut; often generous somnie-

, always abselute, and little accus-

times prodign

tomed te being contradicted in his opinions.—
He is fifty-three years of age s heistalland thin,
{ hae a martial bearing, an expréssive and marked
physognomy, 2 quick and penetrating eye, a nose
alittle compressed a thick and grey beard, a large
head—a perfectly Croatian type.

Engaged in all the struggles of the two
parties during the most Important period of
their ezistence, the principal instrument. of pro-

gress ard of Young Turkey, he always regretted
'ge necesgity of drawing the sword against his
fellow-subjects. It was farthest from his wish
to tinge it with blood, even toimpose what wa:,
if riot the common detire, the common advantage
namely, the improvement of society i all its de-
velopments,  But of these ilf~omened seditions
Turkish subjects were the arms, while the head
was invisible, and kept itself in security from his
blows, beyond the frenticrs.  Now for the first
time, he zu_:ds that more real {oe before him, and
he has it in his power to oppose him with gigan-
tic preparations, under most propitious circum-
stances, and is ready to come to a decisive en-
counter—an encounier expected with as impa-
tient a longing as the drawing of a lot on which
one has staked the whole of his fortune, and the
moment of which he is anxious to accelerate,
whether for good or for evil,

fled the plots of the insidious enemies of Tur-
key. The ul;noat envinble of his bloodless vic-
tories was the cause of the Hungarian refugees,
whom he met at Shumla, wmg&g; he had pur-
porely repaired.s He espoused their cause be-
fore the Sultan and the ministers of the Porte.
The Sultaw’s sentiments regarding them were
not less noble than his own ; but his protection
had for its object to neutralize the effcet of fo-
reign threats, lest by the Sultan’s yielding to
them, the oause of progress should be deprived
of the most valuable accession of ‘material and
intellectual forees which the new comers might
confer on it. His wishes, owing especially to
the intervention of the English fleet, were crown-
ed with success, and he succceded in taking ma-
ny of them under his cormand.  ‘The immigra-
tion, indeed, of Italians, Hungarians, and Poles,
has been no inconsiderable help to the progress
of Turkey in late years.  The popular senti-

ment_hailed by them, because they were the

enemies of its enemies; and the accession of
elements so {ree, g0 ardent and enthusiastic for
the cause that drew them to exile,added an im-
mense.and rapid impeins to the reform party,
They caused no little uneasiness to Russa and
Austria, who, in every negodiation with Turkey,
even in the last question, always insisted on the
banishment. of the, polidcal refugees to Asia.
Juseia fears only civilized men, and therefore
ke must be met by civilization dressed upin its
full armour. Turkish civilization woul give
her the greatest annoyance : not to thwart it by
every powsibl: means would be an eternal re-
morse ; and not to suceeed in erushing it in the
bud would be followed by the bitterest regrets.
The internal contest has now disap d be-

peace
Y | fore the externcl. Owmar Pacha beholds united

under his. banner both old and young Turkey,
ife found himself one day, belonging in an equal
degree, to the one and to the other; it was on
that day when both assembled under his orders
on the Banks of the Danube. War, shouted
forth with one voice,from all the corners of the
cumpire, was a thovght unbiassed by party views;
it was the desire of emancipation {rom the influ-
ence, the, thraldom, the arrogant pretences, the
corrupting intngues, of the foreigner.

So, in the actnal erisis, they march hand in
hand. © The sentiment of independence, the in-
tegrity of the territory, and the sauctity of the
cause, join them both,  The hope of the one is
restoyation, the hope of the other is progress,
fortified and bound together in an unbreakeble
bond. * Itis fanaticiem for the former, patrio:-
ism for the latter: but it is ardor, sgacrifice, and
self-abnegation for both.

And can the victory, not only external but
internal, be any matter of doubt ? When Rus-
sia shall have paid to Turkey the ransom 6f her
hypocricy and ambition, the civilizing influence
of the French aund English armies, and of the
men of all nations whoare hastening to defend
her, will have crossed the cmpire, from the Arm-
rat to the Adriatic, and from ‘the Danube to the

‘uphrates; the natural resources with which
she has been blessed to such a degree by Hica-
vea will 'be developed ; and all nations will hail
with one accord her regeneration,

THE SMIRFS OF RUSSIA.

Tre Marquis de Custine, in'his recently pul-
lished work “on Russia, devotes a chapter to the
Serfs. , He saysit is difiicult to form a just idea
of the real position of this clags of men, who live
in the posession of no acknowledged ‘rights, and
who yét form the nation. . In m:m?' parts of the
empire the peasants believe themselves {0 belong
to the soil, arcondition of existence which ap-
pears to them natuial, even when they have dif-

property . of man. Not unfrequently the pea-
‘sants, when about to be eold, send a reputation
to some far off master of whose character forkind-
ness reports have reached them, imploring him
to buy them, their lands, their children and
their cattle,
his gentleness, be without mouey; they provide

!

fren, even far from the noise of arms, he baf- | &

And if this lord, so celebrated for |ed for this service.
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demnifies them for the price of their bodies,
which they have paid to Him in advance, by fur-
nishing the sum that represents the value cf the
domains to which they’ belong, and to which
they have, asit were, obliged him to become
thexr proprictor. * The greatest misfortune which
can happen (6 these vegetating menis to see their
native ficlds sold. * They m > always sold with the
glebe, aud the only advantage they have hitherto
derived from the modérn ameliorations of the law
i=, that they cannot now be sold withoutit. The
fortune ofa wealthy man is computed by the
heads of his peasants.

INCIDRITYS CF TIHB wWan.

THE: ALAND ISLES.:

The group of Islands lying about 25 miles
from the coast of Sweden, and 15 from that of
Finland, in 'the Gulf of Bothnia, is known to
the Finns by the name of ¢ Ahvennanmaa.’ It
coneists of 10 less than 80 inhabited, and 200
uninhgbited islets, the largest of which is about
18 miles in length by 14 in breadth.  On thisis-
land the fortress of Bomarsund has heen con-
structed by the Russians within the last 20 years
and it it here that the French army of the Bal-
tic, supported by the Marines of the British
ieet, is now engaged in the first important ope-
rations of the war. 'The fortress itself is said to
be large enough to khelter an army of 60,000
men within the range of its guns, and we are as-
sured that 10,000 labourers were employed in
the construction of the works during that por-
tion of the year when it is possible to build in
so severe o climate. We cannot, however,
vouch for the accuracy of these numbers ; but it
is certain that the place is one of considerable
strength and extent, cla&)able of containing a
large garrison, and not likely to be taken with-
out the operations of a regular siege. The prin-
cipal fortress consists of a double tier of semi-
circular casemated batteries fronting the sea,
mounting at least 80 heavy guns, but this fort
does not appear to be armed on the side of the
land. At a distance of about 1,000 yards from
the principal fortress and from the ‘shore, are
three mounds or hillocks, two of which are for-
tified as detached works, mounting about 20
guns each. That to the north is called Fort
Nottich, and is 130 feet high; that to the south
is called the Tzee Fort; the central mound 1s
used as a telegraph station. These works bear
almost the same relation to the main fort of
Bomarsund as the forts of Arab Tabia and Med-
Jidjie bore to the town of Silistria. To attack
these works it is supposed that the land forces
will advance in two divisions, The brigade from
the north will cousist of 2,000 ¥rench infintry,
100 sappers and miners, 600 marines, 16 heavy
32 pounders, four field pieces, and one rocket
company, being the force destined to attack
Fort Nottich in the first instance. Thé brigade
from the south will consist of 3,000 French in-

of General Boraguay 1'Hilliers, in per-
son, and will attack the Tzce fort. The interest
of the position of the enemy and of the siege,
congists in the reduction of tfxese detached forts,
and in this operation the ships can take no ac-
tive part, . :
This fact establishes two points of considera-
ble interest to our maratime operations in the
Baltia. 1t is clear, inthe first p{uce, that in the
thallow waters and difficult passes of that inland
tea, our great three-deckers can hardly ever be
brought sufficiently near to the enemy’s works
‘0 bear upon them with effect. 'I™e block-ships
md hoavy frigates are alone able to go into
harbours of this description, and it wae nat with-
out reason, that on tlxxc oceasion of the Baltic
expeditions of 1800 and 1867, all the ships se-
lected for that service were second or third rates.
I'he use of such ships as the Duke of Welling-
ton, the St. Jean-d’Acre, and the Neptune, In
the Baltic, is to keep the Russiau fleet in check,
and the manner in which these huge vessels have
been handled by our masters ana pilots, is such
as to call forth the warmest culogiums of the
Russiaps themselves. But secondly, Admiral
Napier has very wisely abstained from measur-
ing the broadsides of any of his ezhx;;s against
the batteries of a granite fortress, and, in spite
of all that has been said on this subject, the re-
sult of the experiments made in this war, is de-
cidedly favourable to land fortifications against
mariné artillery. The opinion of the Duke of
Wellington is thus confirmed, vho siid in the
Heuse af Lords, alter the suecessful attack on
St. Jean d’Acre in 1840, that it must not be sup-
sosed that chips werc @ match for well-deferfded
{batteries. 'Ihe Admirals appear to have resol-

ived to act upon this principle, and, ‘a‘.though’

thollow shot and shell will be thrown against Bo-
{marsund at a'loug vange, it cannot be their in-
{tention to attempt the reduction of the place by
breaching the sea front. 'We have no doubt
|this resolution is perfectly comsistent with
rsound judgment and with the rules of war.

| The operation iy therefore converted into a

ficulty in’ understanding how. man. can be the |siege by land, and that this was the intention of

the allied Government is shown by the fact that
[from 10,600 to 12,000 infantry ond artillery-
{men were embarked, that a battering tram was
{sent, and that fwo of the ablest engineer officer
Iof the French and English armies were reserv-
The troops were all landed
{on the Sth inet., on a part of the island distang

him with it, iu ordor to be sure of belonging ‘to |about thyee miles from the fortress. 'The Rus-
him, . in consideration, he exempts them from |sian garrison, which is supposed to consiat of 3,

taxes for o certain number of years, and thus in- ' 500 men, made no attempt to defend the adje-

fa'ntz and 30 heavy siege guns, under the com-

cent eoasts, but retired within the wall, having

fizst set fire to the woods, which might other-

wise have supplied the enemy with timber, and

to the villages, which might have furnished pro-

visions,  The Islands, however, are said to con-

tain about 14,000 head of cattle, and fish is

mort abundavt in the creeks or bays, The

Freneh train of siege artillery amived at Led

Sund some days alter the troops, and, in ad-

dition to these pieces of ordnance, some of the

lower deck guns of the shi ps have been furnish-

ed with platforms, and prepared for 1use on land

as was done with effect at the siege of St, Se-

bastian.  We expect, however, to lcarn both

from Bomarsind and from Sebastopel (when
the attack on that place has conmmenced) that

the natyre of the soil will in both instances be
found extremely unfavorable to ordinary siege

operatiops.  The Aland islands are nodules of
granite, barely covered with a scanty layer of
carth, and it is probable that Bomarsund itself
is built on a founda%ion of natural rock, and the

detached forts on vocky mounds, Af any rate, -
the zround is supposed to be too hard for the

place to be easily approached by open trenches

or covered mines; and, if that he the case, the

besiegers must have recourse to the imperfect

shelter of sandbags and abatiis, and the place will

1ot be taken without serious lose. 1f we are

correct in these data, it may be a question for

the engineers directing the siege, #nd for Ge-

teral 1)’Hilliers, the commander-in-Chief, whe-

ther an attack on one of the forts by excalade is

not more likely to prove suceessful than a pro-

tracted sicge.

THE FORTS OF BOMARSUND.

On the 4th instant 1 again arrived off these forts
and beheld the most entire transformation in the
locality surrounding it. What had before been
a picturesque landscape, now looked # withered
scene of desolation. ~ Volumes of smoke and
flame were bursting forth from the houses and
hute inthe villages;and as the fire swept along,
nothing was left to point out the spot butthe tall
brick chimneys or the bare walls of tht bettar
class of residences and the smoulderin remains
of the peasants, huts. Nightand day the flames
poured out and illuminated the heavens with a
red glare, and it was not until Sunday, the 6th
inst., that the work of demolition was comple-
ted, The Russian commandant had been the
tatrument of firing villages, and whether the po-
licy was in minute imitation of Moscow or to K)v
bare the place, and prevent shelier and defence
in the advance of the allied armies, is at present,
a mystery. foa

LIFE IN THE BALTIC,

The follo“inx is an_extract of a letter from
Bomarsund:—At dusk I procecded there, shd
vowing through nmarrow. passages betwden the
rocky islands soon came upon the french en-
campment. - They had selected the shores of a
arge inlet, and pitched their tents upon a strip
of land where the cornand rye were still stand-
ing in sheaf.  This beavtiful piece of water wos
dotted ' with innumerable islands and rocks
thrown about in wild disorder, Indeed the seene
rgmmdcal me much of Loch Katrine, with the
pine ard the sllver birch covering the low land
and eminence in profusion.  The French camps
were between the shrubsand in seeluded spots
and yhcy’ seemed in the highest state of enjoy-
went,  The men were employed in various ways,
soiae serambiing over the rocks in search of
wood and wiater, fixing tents, digging entrench-
ments, placing furze and earth around the base
of their tents to maintain the warmth, fixing
tripods for- their swinging kettles, burnishing
their arms, and making all enug for the ni«rl-tb;
ard others had guthered around them g not
of 40 or 50 men, singing with much enthusinsm
of the glories of the impire.  The burden of
another rong wag « France and Englind com-
bined will lead their sons to glory and victory.”
pomting to the forts, The men pressed about
the singers, and energetically joined i the cho-
rus. 'There was not a douf;: that these musi-
cal effusions tended to keep alive in the men the
fire of military ardour 50 essential to gucoess in
werfare, . The vivandiere in theiy pretty dou-
ble-breasted coats and large trousers were seated
ona mound serving outto the men glasses of
eau-devie and schnaps, at two sous s nece.” 1t
was quite dark when I left them, but the nume-
rous watchfires blazing forth from the rocks lit
us along the lake, and cast o wild and brigand
character over the scene,

A RESTAURANT AT SHUMLA.

We repaired to a restaurant kept by a Hun-
garian to look for breakfast. 'This plice during
my former visit, -one or two weeks previously
had been thronged night and morning by all the
travellera in the place, @nd all the forcigners iy
the Turkish service, and, as far as language
went, bore no slight resemblance to the tower
{ of Bubel. 'The room and the court yard, in
{ which the tables are likewise laid, resounded
with all the tougues of Europe, aud a great
many of those o Asia.  And what a melange of
country, character, aud oceupation did the men
present—ofticersin the Turkish service, officers
,wlm wanted to be in the Turkish service, but

wouldn’t be suffered ; and toreign officers,” fol-
lowing the operations, en amai.ur,” to adopt
the cant phrase now in yvogue here; newspaper
corespondents, - speculating merchants, ltalian
doctorsy roving English travellers, and a crowq
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