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OUR ELECTION. 
“Tae High Sheriff opened his Court at New- 

casule on Wednesday last, for she nomination 
of Cand dates to serve as Members to repre- 
sent the Constituency of this County in the 
Assembly of the Province, After the usual 
formalties, the following gentlemen were put 
id nomination. : 

Hon. John A. Street, proposed by Roderick 
“lcLoed, and seconded by Thomas W. Un- 
terhill, Esqrs. \ 

George Kerr, Esq., proposed by John Mo- 
Dougall, and seconded, by Alexander David: 
‘on, junr. Esqrs. batt 
Jobin M. Johnson, Esq. proposed by Mr. 

Michael Searle, and seconded by Mr. John 
Bagnell. 
John T. Williston, Esq. proposed by Dud- | kets 

ley Perley Esq., and 
Grey. 
* Martin Cranney, Esq. proposed by Mr Da. 
niel Steel, and seconded by Mr John Fallan. 
Richard Sutton, Esg. proposed by Mr Row- 

land Crocker, and seconded by Mr. B. Staple- 

Mr. Cornelius McCarthy, proposed by Mr. 
Henry Sargeant, and seconded by Mr. John 
Sullivan. 3 
Jemes Fraser Esq., proposed by Mr. John 

Murphy, and seconded by Mr. Robert Blake. 
We never saw so few persons assembled on 

+ similar occasion, or witnessed go little en- 
thusiasm, as Was manifested by the Freehol- 
holders, affording a most striking contrast to 
the general election four years ego, when 
there was scarce a Freeholder in the County 
‘but took & warm and lively interest in the 
contest, and attended at the hustings to hear 
for himself, the opinions propounded by the 

~ Candidates. On Wednesday, the case was 

very different. The Freeholders appeared 
not at all pleased with the materials from 
which they had to make their cheice, and 
seemed dissatisfied with themselves that thay 
‘hed not used more exertion to call out other 

- parties, in whom they had greater confidence. 
On Tussday the matter will be decided, but 

it is impossible at present to form an opinion 
who will be returned. There is no princi- 
ples involved in the contest, and it is owing 
ta this cause we attribute the present listless- 
mess manifested. Ping 
As far aswo are able, we gives report of 

the Speeches of the Cacdidatee. 
The Hon. The Attorney GENERAL spoke first, 

aud addressed the Freeholders at much length, 
entering inlly info hig conduct during the tims he 
had accepted offioo, and became Leader of the Co- 
vernmont. We regrdt that wo are unable to furnish 
our readers with bis remarks. We have always hi- 
therto been handed o report of his speeches on simi- 
lar oveacions, and we left a mepsage with his part- 
ner, that wa expected to be faruished with a copy 
of his speech. Owing to this we took no notes, not 
wishing to relyon them, for tear somo crvors might 
creep 
Present circumstances. We thug allude to the mat- 
ter, to exonerate ourselves from any blame that 
might attach itself te us from apparent neglect. 

— 

seconded by Mr. Peter 

3 Mr WiLisTox addressed the Freeholders as fol- 
Wat 
Mr Sheriff and Gentlemen Freeholders. 

The law having terminated our political comnec- 
tion, it now becomes your duty 8s wall as privile 8, 
to elect four mambarg to serve you in the Assembly 
of the Provineo. It may be necessary for ma to 
touch oun tha leading = My 2 that have engrossed 
ihe attention of the Lsgisiature for the last four 
yoars, but before doing so, permit me to say, that 1 
now return the trust you repoged in 1se, as [ receiv- 
od it. 1 hope my conduct hes been such, 58 to leave 
no #tain on the character of Northumberland. 
The first matterfor consideration that has oceupied 

my attention, was the Roads, and more particularly 
inthe newand remote setslements, whers the poor aet- 
tler has to encounter many diffisuliivs, and particu- 
Jarly the want of Roads. This | know from person- 
al observation, having travelled at least three hun- 
dred miles during the time | was in the House, for 

in, 8 circumsiance weshould much regret under | 

'| the idea of compelling & man to go to St. John to 

rling, on which the interest must be paid, apd in 

the purpose of ascertaining the wants of the ssttlers, oA 
The satjsct of Schools has also had dme considera- 
tion, but I fear the law does not work as well as it 
could be wished. I think the old system wasthe best, 
that of a local beard being established in each eoun- 
ty, to examine Teachers, and on whose certificate 
the Government should be orga to grant Licen- 
ses. The qualification is guch as is not required; 

attend a training school, before he can teach under 
a first or second _— iam is what Lo np 
ces for a tainly po country like this; 
thossihas may require the higher bravehes of Eda- 
cation to be taught, can send their sons to the other 
schools. [ now wish to offer a suggestion, whether 
it would not be better for the Government to pay 
the schoolmaster in full, than tke present mode. — 
The whole amount has to be raised from the people, 
aud I'think could be raised by an indirect tax, bet- 
ter than by either subscription or assessment It 
would save the expense of collection, and ensure 
payment to the teachers, who are werze paid than 
any other persons in the country. 
The salaries of public officers have been reduced 

as low as the public service would warrant. Men of 
integrity cannot be found to fill responsible offices un- 
less reasonably well paid. 

The es em scores have reads ot in a 
manner that will prove ry to the country, 
and in a few days will become law. The court of 
chancery isabolished and it is incorporated with the 
supreme court, which I believe is a great improve- 
ment. A - * : 
The merging of the courts of law, the simplifying 

the mode of proceedings, the regulation of ehoosing 
jurymen and their payment, law of evidence, 
and the reduction of the expences in law proceedings, 
are matters that could not be completed the past | 
wren but will be found of great Penetit when fi- 
nished. 5 \ 
Asregards Agriculture, the best way to encourage it 

is by opening up communicatien to every scttlement. 
Tam ready to admit that the Agriculturists have 
been opposed by a high protective duty on the arti- 
cles be requires for his use, but I tink the time has 
arrived when & more enlightened policy will bs ta- 
ken in lieu of the proteotive system ; for by. pre- 
tecting one branch ef industry you irjurs another, 
and benefit none. - ‘ 3 
Toe Fisheries kave also every enocuragement the 

Legislature could devise for their proteetion and 
bounties have bacn offered to a limited extent.— 
Trade has been legislated for, but [ am convinced 
that it has suffered from having protective duties; 
from what I have thought on the subject I baye be- 
come a Erse Trader. [believe the true priaciple is 
to buy in the cheapest and sell in the dearest mar 
ots. 
Ship-building has beon as far as possible enconr- 

aged, by being nearly relieved from duty. on the ar- 
ticlos used in the coustruetion of ships. 1 have ar- 
rived at the conclusion that Departmental Govern- 
ment will not answer. How can the Government 
have a strict suporvisicn over the officers sitting with 
them in council. Ithink the Heads of Department 
should be outside of the Government except the Ats 
torrey General, who should be in the House to giv- 
legal advise, and the Solicitor General im the Leo 
gslative Council for the same purpose. 1 

Responsible Government is introduced snd works 
well, but the respemsibility should be Increased by 
the surrender of the Initiation of Money Grants in- 
to the hands of the Government. The present sys- 
tem" is unseund. Is cansot be concealed that the 
Members of the Asten bly support each other in 
obtaining favourable grante, in some cages highly 
improper ones; ome wants & favourite grant for a 
wharf, another for a brige, and #0 on, and to ena- 
ble them to sncceed they consent to give a helping 
hand ; but from the Railroad lability which the 
Provines is under, it will become necessary to use 
more economy, and if the grants should originate 
with the Govercment, they would be responsible, 
and would only recommend usefel cones. "I'he Couu- 
Lry having railreads must expact to pay for them.— 
1 expact that there will ba by the end of this year 
£300,000 of Provincial paper inthe London Market, 
the interest en which must bs met in London, or 
New York, regularly hal! yearly, 20d must bs paid. 
The Province has engaged to issue debentures forthe 
construction of Railroads to nearly one million ster- 

time the debt itself. Tho appropriations for roads 
sad sobools must bs met, =ud therefore the most 
rigid economy will be required. 
Tha sob cr any county to be insorporated 

hag been altered. - The poll isto bs taken in the 
different parighes, aad I voted for a majority to go- 
vero, but the Assembly would not agree. 

* 1 have always voted for the Ballet, some say it 
is not English, but 2ny one can show his ballot if he 
ikea. T ¥aw one election under the ballot system 

wont off quiet and worked well. 
laiiroads have had our best atisution, anda con- 

traet ba: been made to have a line to Miramichi, 
and the law passed confirming it; and from the 
respectability of the contractors, I*hope the werk 
will be dons. 
These ars the subjects that have engaged the ai- 

tention of the Legislature for the past four years, to 
all of which I have given my best and earnest atten- / 
tion. 1 have considered every voto I have given, 
snd voted ss T thought right. [ do not suppose [ 
have always been right, iv is more than can be ox- 
pected of any one. 
Many matters of importance will engage the at- 

tention of the legielature, ruch as a new Revenue 
bill, bills to amerd the Reilroal law, and such ike. 
There was a bill introduced into the legislature to 

exclude persons holdiag offices of emolument, but 
from the many amendments made, the bill was lost ; 
had it passed, it would exclude nearly all the mem- 
bers of ths house. I was for excluding revenue offi- 
oors, the same 88 in Evgland. 
The govornmext and legislature will have to keep 

a good look out, or we may still be left without the 
railrozd being made to Miramichi, for wa know the 
bill was slterad after it was penned, whichi nos dis- 
covered in time, would have defeated our line; 
therefore, I say, all at the north will have to be on 
their guard. 
The constituency should insist on the businass of 

tne eouatry being done in the legislatare in two 
months, at furthest ; six weeks is quite sufficient in 
ordinary sessions: the time taken up, ssy three 
months, is quite too long, when in England, with 
all her dependencies, and her vast empire, only takes 
five months. 

Gentlemen, Ihave no professions to make, I have 
done the best I could, and should you return me, | 
shall apply my local knowledge to the best advan- 
tage 1 ean. for your varied interests. In local mat- 
ters [ shall be governed by the mejority of my con- stituents, as may be expressed by their petition ; in 
matters of public policy, I mast bs governed by 
what I consider right for the general good. | thank 
you for yoar indulgence, and have once more to ay, 

. 

that if you should hover me with your confidence, I shall try sad do what I think will condues to your 
best interests. 

1
.
 

ment—or in other words, the Britis 
practice as in name. 

Mz Kerr spoke next,and we are extremely sor-: 
ry that we have not been furnised with a report of 
hisspeech, for it was a most admirable one, and 
must have offorded such of his liberal friends 
as were led to believe, from the opinions circulated 
abroad, that he was no Reformer, and was content 
to let matters remain in their present uunsatisfacto- 
ry state, much heartfelt satisfaction, by the bold 2nd 
resolute manner in which he attacked the present 
‘anomylous system by which we are at present go- 
verned, and the lax manser in which the financial 
affairs of the Province are conducted. 
He set out by stating, that he had attended but 

three sessions of the Legislatureand during that time 
had done his best to advance the general interest 
of the Province ; and in confirmation of this, he re- 
ferred the Freeholdersto the printed journals of the 
House. When he was returned, the country was 
laboring under severe commercial depression, and 
the peoplein the County were struggling to free 
themselves from heary responsibilities they had in- 
curred. But times are now greatly changed, we 
were at the pinnicle of prosperity, the staple com- 
modity of the country was gelling at a high price in 
ths home market ; the wages of the operatives were 
higher than they were ever known before ; the re- 
venues of the Province han greatly increased, and 
it was expected this yesr they would exceed any 
revious one. He comp of the wasteful expen- 

Sitare of public money, and said, that a portion of 
our large revenue should be applied to permanent 
internal improvements, and another portion has- 
banded to meet the liabilities incurred for the build- 
ing of cur railroads. The present tariff was too 
high and ought to be reduced. He said, we are 

told by members of the government that we have 
Responsible government, this he denied. In hia 
Legislative capacity he had considerable to do with 
the publie officers, and his experience showed him 
that in no department did he fiad responsiblity— 
the governor was not resposible for the acts of His 
council, nor the: council respousible for his; the 
council wasnot responsible for the asts of the heads 
of the departments, and the heads of the depart- 
ments not ag for the doings of their clerks. 
The fact was, he could not find responsibilty existing 
anywhere. This was tty well proved by the Ki- 
nance Committee in their investigation of how mat- 
terswere conducted in the Audit office. Until we 
have a Receiver General and Financial Seorétary 
properly responsible, the management. of cur je- 
venues will not be satisfactory to the the country. — 
The Government, as the Legislature is at present 
constituted, possess an undue influence over the 
votes of the house, and while the freeholders returned 
thirteen members holding offices under the govern- 
ment to the Assembly, which is composed of fortyr 
one, there was but slight chance of a change Lein 
effected. The continuance of such a state of things 
was dangerous to the liberties of the paople, 
He complained of the present system of canvass- 

ing, which compelled the candidate to travel thro’ 
the county, soliciting or begging the freeholders for 
their support. They should choose the men they 
dosirs to represent them, and not tho one who can 
beg the hardest for their votes, and promise the 
most if returned. It was a bad practice, and should 
be abandoned. J 

Heezaid the time had arrived when the export du- 
ty should beremoved. He was favorable to the in- 
auitutiorn of Municipal Corporations. They worked 
well in Lower Canadas, in some parts of which the 
p pulation was more scattered ana lesa enlightened 
toan in this Province, and he thought the time had 
arrived when they sheuld be introduced ; the sooner 
we adopt them the sooner will our children ba odu- 
cated to menage their own local matters. Their 
adoption would relieve the legislature of much irk- 
soma business, which would be attended to by par- 
ties better qualified to perform the work. Tho 
county, he was glad to say, wes vot now controuled 
by three or four individuals, as formerly ; mortga- 
ges were fast disappacring, aod ke questioned if 
there was 2 more lndependent county in the pro- 
vince. The election law was defective : he was fa- 
vourable to the system of election by Ballot, with a 
registration of votors. : 

e had always supported Education—but it was 
a difficult question to legislate upon : some of the 
greatest minds in Great Britain and the United 
States, had devoted much time to this important 
question, and sll ackvowledged that it was surroun. 
ded with difficnities. He did not think more could 
be done by the legislature of the Province than they 
had already done, to encourage schoels. By the ro- 
turns it appears that from 20,000 to 25,060 children 
attended the parish schools, and the provinee ex- 
pended aneually for their support from £12,000 t¢ 
£14,000; last session they added 25 per cent. which 
amounted to £3,000. Much aid had been given by 
the Legislature for educating the youth of the coun- 
try, but the Bagels themselves must take a deeper 
interest in the education of their children befors the 
evils complained of can be fully remedied. 
On the Fisherigs he had little to say: it only re. 

quired vessels to be fitted ont and manned, but the 
peopls had done but little towards meking use of 
this great source of wealth. j 
He spoke at some length in reference to tho acti- 

on he had tzken in the assembly to encourage Emi. 
gration. The want of population is now severely 
felt, and it behooves us, if wo wish to carry on the 
trae of the county successfully, to yse some exerti- 
on to introduce into the province a portion of the 
redundent population of the mother country “ 
This is a short but unperfeot sketch of Mr. ICs 

speech, but from what we have been ensbled to glean, 
the constituency will perceive in it sufficient to en. 
title this gentleman to bo placed in the ranks of g 
reformer and a man of progress. 

— 

Mr Jouxson spoke as follows: 
Haviag been again nominated as ‘one of the Can- 

didates, it behoved him to address them in reference 
to the Election, and to claim their support, if upon 
examination of his past conduct, they should ap- 
prove, and if upon comparing his capabilivies with 
those of the other candidates, they should consider 
him fi} again to serve them. 
At the last general Election they had returned 

him second on the poll, with & clear majority of 370 
of all the freeholders Who voted, That this majority 
was obtained for the principles he advocated, and 
not from motives of personal friendship; that it 
was the triumph of opinions, not of power, was mat- 
ter of congratulation and hope. Of congratulation, 
becauze to test the strength of those prinoiples, and 
the extent of those opinions, was the main object of 
himself and friends; and of hops, that having once 
decided, this County would stand firm until the Pro- 
vingo ebtaiked the reality of do rr Govern- 

Conatitation in 

He would briefly refer to the matters brought be- 
fore them by theCan didate: 5 who had already spo- 
ken. Ths Attorney General had eaid that Respon- 
sible Government had been conceded to the IPro- 
vince, but the Initiation of Money votes should be 
in the Exccutive—but the 

\cupatiens and business in the country, 

upon? Had the Government held themeelves res- ponsible for the acca of the Governor and of each meniber of their own body, or had they released themselves from that responsibility by resignation ? Had they made it their business during each rece:#, to prepare such measures ag they deemed mecessary for the good government and general advancement of the country. Had they obtained the passage of those measures through the Assembly, or failir this, had they said to the Assembly which refuse or materially altered these measures, “we cannot: govern without the means, or according to your views a8 opposed to our own,” and those who de- vise and perfect the plane of government must them- selves govern. 1f all this had not been done, then TEpoptbla Government had not been carried outs ‘The Innitiation should be in the Government, but until the money for roade, schoole, and other pur- poses, should be granted in gross to the Counties. and apportioned by the County authorities, it would be dangerous to give up the Initiation. because members opposed to the Government might not bs fairly dealt by and must make up their minds either to forsake opposition or forfeit all chance of being again returned, : $0 The Railroad ie had been referred to, srw asthe Attorney General did not blame the North- orn EMembers for the course they had pursued, he would say that he did not expect a member of the Government to oppose a Government measure in the house, but he would not say what course he might have taken were he in the Attorney General's place, he i apy yeals to elapeo before he should be called upon to “determine that question. i aa tate oe) (8 the bill, and rr Tovernment wou. AZ sicog the, ABeiens pv i never consent to bui 
en this measure had failed, and the Govern- meet had proposed to Ey out the present scheme, the Northern members bad acted in concert ard re- ged the. line to Miramichi to be included, befora they would support the measure, and by the aid of Mr Kerr, he had succeeded in having a renawal of that understanding in the reply to the speech at the opening of last Session. : 

As a general rule, he considered th 
‘bound to vote a8 the majority of his Constituency would do ; he was only sent Desi they could nos 0 ; andf they voted contrary to their known opin- ons, the minority and not the wejority would be Tepreddiac. iat 

1a referenced to Munieips] Corporation, he a) with those genticiion hy had pli that Robi for gassing shouldbe taken at the Pariches but he would go further —t should be taken by ballot, and he would say that instead of the present Bill, a sim- plo ack of Incorporation, providing for the general 
wmode of Local Government, was all that could be required, leaving the m incr details to be settled by local regulations, to suit the requirements of the va- rioas Counties. pin 
Vote by Ballot was in his opinion, the o 

which & free, fair, 
could be secured. : 
He never had faith in the present Sehool Law wad did rot belisve it had efiocied the good predicted 
y riends.. i 
The Fisheries had been referred to by all who hisd 

yet epeken, but no reference had been made to the 
talked of Treaty with the United States. Much use 
wag not made of the Fisheries by our own people, 
but thet arose rather from want of people fob ell a 

m ig- 
vorance of their value. If the Americans wore not 
prepared to give the free navigation of their waters, 
and registry of our ships, le was not read to con- cede the Fisheries; while we retained these, the vantage ground in treaty was ours, and we could omand that justice which might otherwise be de- nied to ue. 

He peed hardly say what were his opinions om tbe 
otaer political questions now being agitated. He 
could not presume that they had been unwatehful of 
Legislative proceedings during the last four years, 
or that any departure from his former views in 
£peach or vote; could have escaped their notice and 
While he had been slandered by the Tory Press, snd 
the grave political charge of makerg long epeeches 
against the Goverment, sgain and = urged s# 
the head and font of his offending, bis constancy 
had been proven out of the very mouths of his ace 
cusers. I[ the Press on the samo side of politics 
lauded » representative, the people might doubd 
whother-bhe was quite ag good as represented, bub 
when (he opposing press abused him, then might 
they bo rure he wus all right In his political conduct, 
and tne te his colours. i 

ile regretted that the present Election would not 
boa general trial of political strength in the County, 
that Like other parts of the Province we were giving 
the go-bye to the rain question, and dividing upon 
questions of miner import, hus he wished them dis 
viacsly fo understand, that upon none of those mi 
nor questions did he claim their = Lon though be 
felt that through them his numbers on the pell 
might be diminished. Ho could not’ consider him- 
soli ns reprefecting any party but that which sprung 
from; bd was governed by plein political principles. 
He could not serve two masters. 
He knew that much trouble had been taken to in- 
jure him in their opinion ; that the gr.ssest fabri- 
cations had been cirenlated to his prejudice, These 
falsehoods had been industriously fiyblown ingo the 
rotten parts of the Country, for in the hest of putri- 
fication only, where they hatched, and amid cor 
ruption only could they exist. : 

hat the County was in the main suficiently 
sound in_pricciple and pure in purpose to yejeok 
falsehood, and that these fabrications wero too sb 
surdly weak to support themselves, and teo pen- 
derous to be upheld by any shreds of chareoter 
which their originators might bo possessed, he fold 
equally eatisfied, There was more danger of their 
crushing those who carried them than of their ine 
Jjuring kim. 

There was however, another weapon more cun- 
ning ir its invention, and more dangerous because 
more Beoret in its use. Scme men did not, 
even the honest courage to lie coldly ; there wes 
always a simulated friendship for their intended vic- 
tim, a feigned regret for what they term hisinconsis- 
toncies or imprudence, manifested by these poli- 
tical Botflies ; they did not deposit their odious lar 
va where they could take immediate action, the 
flanks and extremities of the body politic were fired 
infected an itching irritation was in time proauced, 
until they were bitten at and swollowed by the 
credulous and unthinking, Howarned thempgalnst 
these vermin in the County, it was net, to their re- 
presentative alone the injury waa intended, it was 
the Principles headvocaved they ohbicfly sought $0 destroy. Let them attack those openly, aud the 
people would instautly rally round snd support tho 
cause and its advocate, but if they could be decei- 
ved into opposition of the man by tome insiduons 
buck door insinuation, the end was gained and tho 
people's cause lost. 

Ii had been weil paid, that the use of charactor 
was to be a shield against calumny. He had heen 

e representative 

nly way in 
and unbiassed representation 

erg was whether 
Responsible Government had beenjaccepted and acted educated among them ss » Boy, Tived among them 


