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of the bungalow, and bathing as it were in
the flood of silver glory poured down so pro-
fusely by the pale queen of night upon the
earth ! Not even upon the ocean have [ wit-
nessed a splendour equal to that! Thestars
twinkled dimly here and ‘there, obscured
by the more powerful beams of the moon,
whilst the whole earth seemedlit up with in-
tensely burnished silver mirrors, reflecting
floods of light iRl every direction. The dark
shadows on the hill sides were rendered still
darker by the sott glow which diffused itself
equallyupon all the salient points of the
landscape. If one could choose, where all
was loveliness, perhaps the palm trees pre-
sented the most s'r.kingly new and bewitch-
ing aspest. Their long graceful leaves, wet
witl:sgew, shown with & mild radiance as
the fiood oflight was poured down upon them,
whilst between their evermoving branches
the rays of the moon made their way timid-
ly asitwere, to the earth, where an exact
impression of the graceful tracery above was
pictured out upon the grass in black and sil-
ver, never at rest, but always lovely. All na-
ture seemed to enjoy the glorious spectacle.
—* Most glorious night,’ I involuntarily ex-
claimed with the poet,* thou wert not sent for
elumber.” From the minutest insectsin the
air to the hugest denizens of the forest, all
seemed equally impressed with the same idea,
that it were treason to the majesty of nature
not to eajoy such a scene. The air was filled
at intervaly with the variows noises that a
luxuriant tropical Fauna alone can produce;
bellowing from the woeds, the wild shriek or
shrill ery of the monkeys mingling there with
the trumpeting of the elephant ; croakings
from the river and marshes; loud buzings
from the trees and air ; whilst birds called
toand answered each other with %incessant
rapidity . all intermingled and alternated
with each other at intervals, between ;which
asilence as of universal awe or death crept
over the landscape—the nearer and sharper
-sounds ceased, the silent circle widened, and
gradaally the more distant reverberations
ended, and then there was a perfect calm for
a time, holy, pure, and exciting in its peace-
fulnesa 8o different from the tumult which
proceeded and succeeded it. — Knighton's
Forest Life in Ceylon.

COMPARISOIN BETWIEREEN CHRIS.
TIANIA AND KIREWALL.
WeEREVER the traveller may choose to

fancy himeelf, his last idea would probably

be (what is really the iact) that he is here
in the latitude of the Shetland Islands, near-
ly in the paralled of Lorwick, and a degree
north of Kirkwall. Seme tourist in a moment
of spleen, has choosen to draw a comparison
between the county town of Orkney and the
capital of Norway, in favour of the former
but the comparison is too absurd to be regard-
ed as more than a jest—the only point of su-

eriority of Kirkwall, its nobls cathedral
fwhioh it'owes besidesto a N orwegian archi-
tect and Norwegian builders), being quite
incapable of concealing the manifest inferi-
ority in every other quality of beauty, great-

Tiess, or conveniencs, granted by nature or

attainell hy art. Every one naturally refers

what he sees in other countries to the stand.
ard of home, and the contrast of southern

Norway to the extreme mnorthern parts of

Great Britain, came upon me perpetually,

with a force which added great zest to the

stenery of a country already in all respects
new to me. Shetland, treeless and bara,
covered for the most part with morasses, and
abounding in inaccessible cliffs, is enveloped,
even ia summer by frequent fogs, and rarely

JOys an entire day of shunshine ; in winter,

on the other hand, it boasts of a climate as

:t'xlld as that of Aviguon, and little colder in

2ie month of January than Florence, which

is 17 deg. farther south— its eapital little bet-
ter than a fishing village with one street,
which a carriage (did earriages exist) could
with difficulty “traverse. But here on the
same paralled, and only 12 dega. %of longitude
further casts we see the Agyershuus Amt

in which longitude Christians js placed, ver.
dant with superabundant foreste, not only of
sprace and pine, but wigh neerly all the or-
divary wees of an English demnesne—she
the pline and sycamore, the g. and elm

apd oven (though more rarely) tha beach and
ok, growing to a full stutare ang jn luxuri-
ant folinge, besides all eommon kingg ot"fruir
trees and flowering shrubs gugh ag lilae

which yield in Juxuriance and colouy to noné
in England. Then, during’ summer, g sky

for weeks together unclouded, with a tamy e-

ratnre often oppressive. and in winter, g clear

and constant cold unfeltin any part of Bri-

;{“ﬂ, sod sometimes upproaching that of Rys.

ia.

We here find, also, a city of at least forty

thousand iahabitants, with wide and ractan.

5‘;‘1{’*’1] built streets (untortunstely, however,

Ki'l:\: {mvemenz_no way auperior 10 that of

o ‘;t!. and fur inferior to that of Lerwick) ;

whidhi 2 gnvernrpent, with a royﬂl palace,

e m"vn its a_'cln.tec.ture 1s no ornament to

oo 8o e size quite equal 1o the osca-

T .t'he Storthing Hall, or House of Com-

:’v‘i"b‘i‘]“éx:e’,'cat and flourishing university,

Nt musenms, library aud astronu-
cal observatyreis attached

mical and magyey;

to it, and reckoning amongst its professors
many of the highest merit, and several of a
European reputation ; a respectable port and
mercantile quarter, with extensive wooden |
warshouses built into the sea, according to]
the Norwegian custom ; and in whatever di-
rection we choose to walk from the tewn, we
meet with cultivation or with shelter, with
woodland scenery, or with green fields or
country seats agreeably distributed upon near-
ly every high ground overlooking the fiord.—
These pecularities and these eontrasts are due |
to couditions of climate and situation now to- |
lerably well understood, yet far too striking
not to create a pleasing surprise even when
the causes are known, and the results antici-
ted. The existence of such intelligent,
wealthy, and polished societies as characte-
rise the Norwegian cities of Christiania and
Bergen on the 60th degree, and Throndjem,
nearly on the 64th, indicate a concurrence of
cireumstances fovourable to eivilisation, which
are not to be found at the same distance from
the equator in any part of the globe. They
are striking consequences of those laws oq
physical geography which produce wany of
the phenomena purely natural, which it is
our object1u this work to illustrate and ex-
lailb:.-—l\’orway and its Glaciers, by Doctor
orbes.

From Chamber's Edinburgh Journal.
A QUIET THOUGHT, AFTER
SUNSET.
REsT—rest—four lit:le letters, one brief word,
Yet widening to infinitudes of bliss—
Rest is upon the earth. The weary clouds
Hang poised inthe dun ether, motionless,
Seeking nor sun nor dew. No restless star
Thrills the sky’s gray-robed breast with pulsing
rays:
The night’s heart has throbbed out.

No grass-blade stirs—
No downy-winged moth comes flittering by,
Caught by the light. Thank God, there is no
' llght—-
No opened-eyed, loud-voiced, quick-motioned light—
Nothiog but gloom and rest !

. The ghostly trees
Along the hill-horizon, westward, stand
All back and still—as *twere lost angels met
Before the amber gate of Paradize—
The bright, shut gate, whose everlasting smile
Deadens despair to calm.

; OGod! OGed !

Better than blies is rest ! If suddenly

Those burnished doors of molton gold, steel barred,
Which the sun closad behind him as he went

Into his bridal-chamber—were to burst

Asunder aith a elang, and in & breath
Thy wysterics were revealed— Thy kingdom come ;
The multitudes ot heavenly messengors
Hasting thoughout all space—the thunder-quire

Of praise—the obedient lightnings’ lambent gleam
Around the unseen Throns—Sheuld 1 not fall
Crushed by the weight of such besutitudes,
Crying: ¢ Rest, only rest, thou merciful God !
Hide me beneath the hollow of thy hand

in some dark eorner of the universe—
Thy bright, full, active universe, that blinds,
Deafens, and racks, and tortures—(Give but rest !’

O for asoul-sleep, long, and deep, andstill !

To lie down weary after the pale day,

Oropping all pleasant flowers from the numbed
hands,

Saying “Good-night’ to all companions dear ;

Drawing the curtains of the darkened world 5

Closing the eyes, and with a patient smile

Murmuring ¢ Our Father’—fall on sleep till dawn !

PICTURE OF MON3IORIKOPT,
qusc-mxos‘v has invariably refused to sjt
to an artist. Heis about seventy years of
age, of middle stature, has close-cut milk
white hair, a high open forehead, sharp de-
fined features, and a brighs sparkling eye.
His gaitis haughty, but slightly limping,
from a wound he received in & singulur man-
ner, at the siege of Varna, in 1328. One
evening, huvmg given some orders that he
wished to see implicity obeyed, he strolled
throughout the camp; and a3 ho was return-
|ing to his quarters he stopped aud remuined
with his legs strecehed wids wpart while he
| enjoyed a proch of souff. Suddenly the re- |
;p”rn of a heuvy gun  was Il(‘-l‘.l‘d, and the‘
Prince fell headlong to the ground., \When
he was taken up it was found that a cannon
ball had passed between his legs and wound-
ed him severely in the thigh. Prince Men-
chikofl'is one of the most extensive landed
priprietors in the ewpire, and counts his
serfs by thousands ; bui unlike the geaeralj-
ty of the Russian nobles. he adds duily to his,
wealth. flis econemy is without a paralle] |
and indeed is stdted to descend to parsimony
of vhe lowest grade; but, however grinding
bis extortion n his patrimonial estate, on ail
grand state occasions his appearance, car-
riages, and suite ure 100st maonificent. He
possesses & most superb mansion at St Peters-
burg ; his establishment of servants and!
equipage is on a seale of the most lavish ex-
PQoge, und he is surrounded by numerous
aides-de-camp glittering in * barbaric pearls
£ gold.” Another striking peculiarity of

tertaing for foreigners. Not one—even an
ambassador—has evcr beeo permitted to en-
ter his palace. He is both reugh and fickle,
and when anything offends him becomes ab-
solutely brutal.  Bugwhile e herds fo the
Imperial yoke from/motives of avarice or am-
bition—he revenges his official servitude by
browbeating, threatening, and abusing all
who have themisfortune tohe connected with
bim : and 88 he is a man of considerable
talent and of indomitable energy, he suc-
ceeds most marvellously in hts amiable occu-
pation.’ It is not therefore to be wondered
at that he has many cnemies. Menchikoff
married the Princess Delgrouki, by whom
be had a son and daughter.— United Service
Gazelte.

WINTERS IN OLDEN TIMIS.

IN 1664 the cold wasso intense that the
Thames was covered with ice 61 inches thick
Almost all the birds perished. In 1693 the
cold was so intense that the famished Wolves
entered Vienna and attacked beasts and even
men. “Many people in Germany were frost-
bitten to deatﬁ in 1605, and 1699 was nearly
as bad. In 1709 oceurred that famous winter
called by distinction the “Cold Winter.”
All the rivers and lakes were frozen, and even
the sea for several miles from the shores.
The ground was frozen nine fect deep. Birds
and beasts were struck dead in the field, and
men perished by thousands in their houses.
In the south of France the wine plantations
were almost destroyed; nor have they yet
recovered that fatal disaster. The Adriatic
Sea was frozen and even the Mediterranean
about Genoa ; and the citron and orange grove
suffered ex#remely in the finest parts of Italy.
[n 1715 the winter was go intense that people
travelled across the Straits from Copenhagen
to the Province of Sen:a, in Sweden. [n 1729
in Scotland multitudes of cattle and sheep
were buried in the snow. in 1740 the winter
was scarcely inferior to that of 1709. The
snow lay ten feet deep in Spain and Portu-
gal. The Zuyder Zee was frozen over, and
thousands of went across it. And the lakes
in England froze. In 1744 the winter was
very cold. Snow fell in Portugal to the depth
of twenty-three feet ona level. In°1754 and
1755 the winters were very severe and cold.
In England the strongest ale, exposed to the
air in a glass, was covered with ice one-eight
of an inch thick. In 1771 the Eibe was fro-
zen to the botfom. In 1776 the Danube bore
ice five feet thick below Vienna. Vast num-
bers of the feathered and finny tribes perish-
ed. The Winters of 1774 aud 1775 were un-
commonly severe. The Little-Belt was frozen
over. From 1800 to 1812 also the winters|
were remarkably cold, particularly the latter
in Russin. whick proved so disastrous to the
French Army.— English Paper.

AN INDIAN ON LYTING.

Tue Cattarangus Whig states that a euit
was recently brought befure a magistrare in
she vitlage of andoph, and during its prog-
ress an [ndian was bronght forward to tesu-
fy. His blank, expressionless face, avd the
general unmeanivguess of bis whole demean-
or, gave rise to a serrous doubt in the wind
of the ** Court,” as to the admissability of
his testimony. Accordingly, he was asked
what the eonsequence wouid be if he should
tell a falsebood while under oath. The coun-
tenance of the Indian brightened a litte as
he replicd ina solemn tone, * Well, it I tell
a lie, puess | be put in jail—great while may
be.—-Bimeby [ die— and then I ketch it
again. The witness was permitted to pro-
ceed.

EENNVY DODD ON THE RUSSIAN
QUESTION.

%o allﬁ.ppear.mce. we are not far from a
war ; but whereit’s to be, and with whom,
is hard tosay. There'snodoubt but fighting !
18 a costly amusement ; and, 1 belhieve, nol
country pays so heavily for her fun in that
shape as Englaad ; buf, neverthelesy, there
is nothing would so much tend to revive her
drooping and declining influence on the Con-
tinent a8 & little brush at sea. Sheis, I take
it, as good as certain to be vietorious: and
the very fervour of the enthusiasm snccess
would evoke in England would go far to dis-
abuse the fereigner of his notion that we are
only eager about printing calicoes and sharp-
ening Shefficld ware.

Believe me, it is vital to us to eradicate
this fallacy ;: and wntil the world sees a Bri-
tish flag reeling up the Downs with eome
half-dozen dismasted line of-battle-ships in
their wake, they’ll not be convinced of what
you and [ know well, that we are just the
same peaple shat fought the Nile and [rafal-
gar. Uhose industrial exbibitions, I think,
brought out a grea* doul of trashy sentimen-
tality about universal brotherbood, peace,
and the rest ofis. [ suppore the Crystal Pa-
lace rage was a kind of aliegory % show that
they wholive in gluss houses shoulda’t throw
stones ; but eur ships, ‘T'om, our ships, as
the vong sayy, are * hearts of oak !"—The
Dodd Family Abvoad.

Lot
| this remarkable man is the aversion he en- |

Luxury inereases the lnggage of life and
thereby impedes the march.
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From Blackwood’s Magazine for January.
THE ABERDEEN CABIITET.

o » » It was evidsot o @
that the head of the Administration, Lord A berdess,
Was uvfitted to deal with the new complications
which the altered state of European affuirs hag in-
troduced At no one period of hi# life did the Pre-
mier ever occupy a place in the foremost rank of
statesmen. He was neither acute enough in his in-#
tellect, nor adroit enough in his management of af-
fairs, to entitle him to such a position. Hs might be
a useful colleagus, but he never was qualificd to ba
# leador.  Iu prescience, the most valuable attribnte
of & diplomatist, he hag always showa himself to be
defeotive. Cold and unsympatbising in ltis nature,
he is not able to keep pace with the events whieh +
have crowded go thickly upon us ; hence be is rather
to beregarded as a Minister of the past than of 'he
present. Obsiinancy, which he mistakes for firm-
nees, a' d erefs, which he oonceives to be wisdow,
have made him the unconscious tool of far superior
men, who, in the palmy days of Eurolpenn congresses,
were his associates. ~Strange as it' may appear,
Lord Aberdeen, who at h:me is confederated ia
council with Sir James Graham and Sir William
Molesworth, is universally regarded abroad as the
lagt prop in Britain of the absolutist policy and do-
minion.  Russia iz delighted to eee him Prime Mi-
nister of this ¢ untry, because, se long as that ar-
rapgement lasts,she anticipates no active check to
her designe.  Austria, while ; ctirg the hypocriti-
cal part of mediator, and keeping up the tarce of
negotiation after the hour for action has arrived,
chuckles at the credence which is given to the sin-
cerity of her concocted notes, and forwards at pre-
per intervals, fresh prejeets for the maintenance of
peace to Downing Street, in order to divert atten-
tion from the boom of the Russian cannon. With
regard to France, Lord Aberdeen has not cultivated
those friendly relaticns which were established by
Lord Malmesbury, and which, especially at the pre-
sent time, are £0 importaut for maintaiuing the influ-
ence of the two great western powers. Forgety ng
the adage, thut nations have no cousins, ana tho '
mexim against foreign cabals in behalf of rejeeted
dynasties, he is well known to regard with favour
the pretensions of the House of Orleans, which has
not eventhe abstract merit of legitimacy to recom-
mend it ; and not only that Portiun of the press which
is under Miaieterial control, but even members of
the Cubinet, were allowed, without co&mdicaion or
re proof, to indulge in unmeasured obloguy avd invee-
tive directed against the present Empercr of the
Freneh, Knowing these things. and being aware at
t esema t'mo that the peace of Burepe rested upon
a very insecure foundation, it wou:d huve been strango
ndeed had we reposed much corfidence in such a Ca-
binet, or believed that it was hikely to aot with vi-
g ur end determination abroad, or pursue an upright,
woderate, end satisfastory course in the administra- '
tion of our domestic affairs.

8411, while we entertained these impreseions, we
could not forget that some degree of forbearance was
due to a Minwstry which had declared itself able avd
wiiliog to undertake the task of government. Woe
remember that Lord Derby, when the Premiorship
was foreed upon him, mwade a manly and nobls ap-
peal to the henour of his political opponents, acknow-
ledging the dificulties ot his position, admitling the-
want ot cflisial experience on tbe part of some of hia
cclfeagues, but requesting, for the easke of the coun-
try, a fair consideration of his measures. It is true
that such considerations was uot granted—true,
that his opponents were too eager for ofiics to listen
to the voice of duty—true, that they cuballed and
coalcsced to unseat him before the details of his po-
lice were more than partially disclosed. No one
#ection of the oppositicn being strong enough to ef-
fect this object, 1t was brought about by a common
union in aty ck, on the express undersiunding of a
corwmon sharigg of the spoils. Men whose Jives had
been passed in mutual suspicion and emtagonisw,
suddenly and without any union of prine'pul, f.und
themselves asgociated in the onslaught, and, that
over, grimly proceeded to the apportionment of
oifice without regard to the general agreement.-
Notwithetsndirg all this, and the subscquent viru-
lence which clearly demonstrated thesecrei conseious-
ness of the confederates as to the vnworthy nature
of their eorquest, we were resolved vot to incur that
reproach which must remain with them after their
coulitior ehail be numbered with the things that
wert. Wo oould noi fyrg t that, of whatever ma-
terial o mpesed, the (Queen’s Government was enu-
tled to a fair and impartial copsideration—that,
havisg accepted o distinet resporribility, Ministers
houla be ellowed, at any rate, the full opp rtunity
of devilopiog their meagures without encountering
at tho outset that sctive opposition, which, however,
becomes & duty 8o soon a8 it is evident thas they
are pursuing a false or Luriful course to the intervaul
interests of the empire, or one which is likely to
lower its name and repute in the estimaion of the
world. We might, with more sineeritythan he hiwe
seif dieplayed, bave atiacked Mr Gladstone on the
suhjeot of uis budget, as violently 83 he attacked Mr
Disraeli. We wight have pointed, with justifiable
derision to thia uubapyy experiment on the Funds ;
and bave e-lculated to a nicity the ultimate cos: of
the country arising frem 1he efforts of tbat bigh
vaulting but ivexpers financer.  The opportunity,
it will be allowed, was tewapring ; but we forbore—
not, 28 we are aware, without nenrring the censure
of some of eur more zealcus friende, who accused
uas of lukewarmuess, wrereas, in fact, We are o, cu-
ly performirg a doty, but exarcising & sound discre-
uoa. Our jwpression, fromw the very fircs, was, that
the preseut M mistry coeld only lbn"e through
opyosition. They were, like the garrizon of the
Grsde Dolourecso, an exceedingly motley group.
Trimwer, Whig, and Radical, ovtr sponded o the
Norman, Saxon, and I'leming of the romance ; whe,
80 Jong a3 the bordes of the Isurgent Welsh were
bstteripg at ibeir gates, wero held together by the
tie of common interest, aud the dresd of evmmen
danger 3 but who, if left to themselves, would is-
stantly have fallen into foud. “Lhe result, we sub-
mit, has eutirely justified our snticipations. Lu-
ring the long recess, there is usually in politica—tho
foroes of the opposl'ion are witkd awn—the garriton
i3 lefo o pursue its deliberations srd to make its ar-
rangements nnmolested—and lo ! before the year ig
out, the pablic is made aware that there has been &
despcrate intestine quarrel ; ard Lord Palmerston,
the anlest member of the Cabinet—with the entire
approbation, as we are given to understand, of t
Marquis « £ Lansdowne, who is the oldest snd moet
3nv aelous—has degmed it neceassyy (0 tencer bisre-
gignation !




