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Commumieations,

COUNTY OF BONAVENTURE.

OUR NORTH AMERICAN FISHERIES.

The Mackerel Fishery, the most valuable to
the Americans, ean only be prosecuted in deck-
ed vessels, our Fishernen are too poor to build
the requisite craft, consequently this branch is
wholly neglected by them. If the Mackerel
Fishery be as in:portant as you represent it—
how comes it then, some may ask, that sucha
House as that of Messrs. Charles Robin & Co.
do not build and fit out smail vessels for the
Prosecution of o valuable 2 branch of industry?
For a very simple reason we reply—those gen-
tlemen belong to the old school—there is no-
thing of the progressive in their system. 7That
extensive and now wealthy Firm, was founded
hear a century ago by Mr Clarles Robin, who
laid down ceriain rules and regalations which
areas immulable as the laws of the Medes
and Persians. Their 4gents have ao right to
nel, judge, or even think for themselves.—
The social or moral iinprovement of those by
the sweat of Whose brow they have amassed
a large fortune, forms no part ot the deed of
partnership. - Mackerel was little if at all
theught of as an article of commerce in Mr
Charles Robin’s day—it cancot therefore be of
any value now—and their chief agent  would
as soon think of arming one of their Ships for
a Privateer, asof fitting out a schooner for the
Mackerel Fishery ! Dry Codfish isall they re-
quire for the Southern Markets—that article
1s their only aim and care, and in order to con-
Vinge our readers how far self is the prevailing
Tule with this heretofore all-powerful, and ex-
tensive Firm, we shall relate an anecdote,
illusirative of the special interest they take io
Promoting the welfare of their planters—the
truthfulness of which may be relied on, so far
At all evenis as the main questjon is concerned.

- When Mr John Le Bontillier was Agent for

the Houze at Percé, he undertook to eow
Wheat one year, in srder to satisly himself how
far 1t ceuld be grown 1o advaniage ia the low-
er County. The result was highly satisfactory,
both as to quantity and quality -preduced, —
Proud of Lis experiment, he wrote 10 the
House in Jersey to wnform ihem of his suceess
—when—ye shades of 2ll the Howards !—ip
lieu of the commendations to which he was
Justly enitled—bhis employers laconically ip-
formed him that « they had sent him out to
collect fish, nut to make experiments in farm-
ing, and they begged that for the future he
would abstain from giving the inhabitants les-
sons in Agriculture, which, it atiended 1o,
would naturally cause tliem (o neglect the
Fishery I Yet those are the men Who would
fain dictate to us whom we are to chocse as
cur rcprcsemaxivcs, who claim 10 have beqn
the benefactors of the inhabitamts of this
Coast!

¢ O that some power the gift would gie us,
To see ourselves as others see us.”

The Mackerel Fishery is aot the only one
Which would be carred on 10 advaniage in
Gecked vessels. Codfish are mere plentiful and
of larger size en the Banks to which cur hardy
fishermen venture in their small open boats.
The consequence is that many a valuable life is
thus sacrificed, on the other hand half their time
is lost going to- and fro. But with a decked
craft, they eould remain offt a whole week,
salting the fish on board as the Americans do.

Leta tonnage Bounty then be granted, for
five years only, in erder to enable our fisher-
men to compete with the Americans, and a
new ern will sppear in the history of Gaspé,—
Let an active, efficient and intelligent man be
selected. acquainted with both languages, 1o
enquire into and Report upen the cod, salmonp,
Mmackerel, herring, seal, and whale Fisheries,
froin River QOuelle, to the Restigouche, the
Eorih Shore of the St, Lawrence, Labrador,
Auticosti, and the Magdalen Itlands. Let
the capabilities of this vast seaboard be de-
tailed and commented upon. The Exports
and Imports, number of persons shipping, and

als employed, quantities of Canadian pro-
duce consumed, be all carefully ascertained,
enumerated, and classified in a business like
maoper, then aud then ooly, will 1the Legisla-
ture of this Province both see and understand
the value and importance of our Fisheries.—

ut we beg leave (0 observe, with all due dif-
figence, to Measrs. Hiocks & Co., or any other
Gentlemen, who may be in command of the
vedsel of the State—ibat no M, D., Lawyer,

man is qualified for such a post—a knowled
of the Fisheries, of the modus operandi. of
Commerce and Nautical matters is indispen-
sable. Let anadvertisement be inserted in
the leading Journals of the Prevince. Let the
candidates undergo a searching examination,
and the mpst efficient man will thus be obtain-
ed. The public money. will not be fooled
away, aod the Ministry accused of favouiing
political friends, or thursting stupid‘ dolts, or
worthless characters, into important aad res-
pensible cflidps’.

A largeafiount is expended yearly for sia-
tistical dat#, Geological Surveys, &e., &o.
all of which we approve of, but beyond Mr
Fortin’s Report on the feast important part of
our fishing coast, the Governmeut is Iiterally
10 the dask as regards the Fisheries of Cana-
da. New Bruaswick has set us the example
in Mr Perley’s Report—na orochuve replete with
valuable information-—and what, we will ask,
are the Fisheries of the Sister Province, at
this very hour, in comparison 10 ours ?

Let Messrs. Christic and Le Boutillier see
to this. Let them renew their application tor
the granting of Bounties, let them call for
tome such enquiry as we have described, let
them not teke no for an answer, and they will
finally gain their point.

In alluding 1o the Mackerel Fishery we bave
omitted (o etate that tke Bay Chaleurs is one
of the finest Mackerel fishing grounds in Briush
North America.

We are happy to see that the Governor of
Newfoundland devotes a considerable portion
of his speech atihe opening of the Leglsla-
tive Session, to the benefits of energetic pro-
tection, and requests that adequate meaus e
placed at the disposal of the Execuiive, for the
maintenance of an efficient Coast-guard, during
the ensuing Fishery Season.

Messrs. Marcey and Crampion, according t0
the Araerican Papers, have, or are about to
conclude a ‘I'reaty relative to the Reciprocity
and Fishery question, keep a sharp look out
Gentlemen, Ministers of Canada, Nova Sco-
tiz, New Bruaswick, and Newfoundlend. No
concession as regards limits—if you yield one
inch, you are traitors to the best interests of
your Country—the Treaty! we repeat—"ris
our watch-word—the whole Treatv, and noth-
ing butthe Treaty!

Our remedies cft in ourselves do lie,

Which we ascribe to Heaven: the fated sky

Gives us free goope ; only doth backward pall

Our slow desigus, when we ourselves are dull.
SHAKSPEARE.

If further proof be needed of the litile inter-
est taken in the Fisheries by the Press and
People oI Canada, the fact that not a single
commert—that we have seen orheard of —has
appeared n any Canadian Paper relative tothe
vatious ariicles on the subject published in the
Glepner, is we think conelusive—yet those
Articles have been thought worthy of re-print
at home, and have been favourably noticed, —
Our first Fishery Communieation to the Glean-
er was also sent to one of the leading Cana.
|dian Journals, and wus rejected for want of

space.

We shall now byd adieu to this subjeet for
the present, unless some new feature presents
itseltl. We have we think done our share, pro
bono, and if the interests of these Provinees are
sacrificed, we shall at least feel that the fault
is notours. We have no personal iaterest in
any branch of the Fisheries, direct or indireet,
beyond that which every Colonist has 1n wish-
ing to promote the prosperity and wnprove-
ment of an important branch of Golenial in-
dustry, the loss or decrease of which will ma-
terially affect the well-being, the commerce
and industry, alike of these Provinces and the
Mother Country,

Fiat Justia, yuat cxlum.

The Treaty—the whoie Treaty--and noth-

ing but the Treaty !
MERCATOR,
Hope Town, April 15, 1854.

Notary, D. D., or other professional Genllgg-
(

* District oF Gaspe, Apnl 24, 1854
James A. Pierce, Esq.

Sir,—[ see by ypur Gleaner of the 15th of
this month, thata person signing himselt * A
Resident of the County of Bonaveniure,” has
made a feeble attempt to reply to the informa-
| on [ gave you concetnmng thie working of the

Municipal Law, and [ can assure you that he
is both warped und prejudiced in his staternents
and will find himself’ very much misiaken jf
{ he should attempt to get ~the assertions of the
i Hoo. Jobn Monigomery endorsed by three-

fourihis of the'people, cvenin New Richmond,
for I fear he could not make out six names
in the whole Municipality. He has wantonly
and without cause insulted a very respectable be-
dy of men, to whom he certainly cannot be com-
pared in any shape whatsdtver. He says he has
een residing in the District some few years, but
the idea he endeavours to give yeu is altogether
incorrect. JUis strange he should say thata Coun-
cil Meeting is a thing never thought of, when
there has been a special meeting of the Coun-
cil this very mooth. The following statement
is what you will find to be correct, notices
have regulariy been posted up for the different
meetings ot the Council, as well General as
Special. The Councillors for the upper part
of the County have always censidered it a
hardship to attend the Quarterly Meetings, on
account of their having been appointed to be
held at New Richmond, the eastern extreme
end of the Municipality, and although all the
Councillors with the exception of the two for
New Richmond, have thrice petitioned to have
place of meeting in the centre of the Munici-
pality, no satisfaction has yet been “btamed, 1
suppose on account of its being convenient to
the residence of our late M. P. P. for Bona-
venture. The above is the sole reason the
Couneillors from the upper Township do not
witend the Quarterly Meetings regularly, as
they have to travel a disiance of seventy-five
miles from the west end ef the Municipality.
Heis also in error in gaying that there has
been no meeting for four years, there has been
if not General Meetings, Special Meetings
every vear, and much valuable business done;
at the time of the meeting alluded to, there
was no other businessbelore the Council. Your
Correspondent says that the Revenue for New
Richmond was regularly ccllected and paid over
to the Secretary ‘I'reasurer for several years,
neither iz this the case, for the Ferry Licenses
are not paid in yet, as also several Shop Li-
censes,  Tr1s law and custom in Canada that
all the front Roads should be made by the pro-
prietor; respecting the Bupervisor or Grand
Voyer, he has regulaily travelied over the
Roads, laid out several Bye Roade, and made
liis Returns every half year according to Law.
Your Correspondent says he has scarcely ever
seen an hour’s work performed on the Roads,
this is aléo a mistake, there has been a guvod
deal of work done on the Roads last summer,
and even in the Township of New Richmend,
so much for his regards for veracity. As re-
gards our Schoolg, it they do not work well
it is the fault of the Commissioners, for our
School Act is the best extant mn the British
Provinces, for it does not exempt nou residents
from being taxed, and every thousand souls are
entitled to Thirty-four Pounds a year, Govern-
ment money, aod if the New Richmond
Schoolmasters received but four pounds a year
each, they must hav had eight Teachers in the
Township, which 1s more than there is in the
whole County of Restigouche, exclusive of
Daltiousie and Campbeliton, Inconclusion he
Cesires you to take notice that his remarke are
confined 1o the District of Gaspé, he admits
that the Municipal Law works admirably in
other parts of Canada, why not in Gaspé ?—
For the very reasons [ have assigned toyou,
which are only small difficulties which will
soon be cvercome.
1t appesrs that your Correspondent has re-
cewved all his wformation from hs wandering
friend the Comet, or his assertions could not
have been so vague and incorrect,
1 am with respeet yours &e.,
A CANADIAN.
P. S. In many of our School Municipali-
ties, the Teachers receive from £12 to £18 per
annum, and the T'eacher for Carleton last year
received the sum of £25 of Government mo-
ney, but you must understand that the money
1n Canada is divided aceording to the population
of each Municipality.
A.C,
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T CARD.

The Subseribers in soliviting the patronage of the
Inhabitanta of Chatham, aod surrounding Country,
hag to inform that they have purchased Mr Michael
Ryan’s STOCK OF DRY GOODS, aud are dster-)
mived to Sell ull off, at unprecedouted low prices,
‘0 a4 to effcct n olenrance previous to the arrival of
la-ge Sprivg importatisns

FESNES0 THOMAS WALSII & Co.

Glaspow ITouss, Chatham, Maron J1, 1854,

SHINGLES.
Wanted, One tundred and Fifty Thousand

Bedt Pine Shingles,

Liberal priceg will bo paidby i ot
O ESON & MACKIE

e

Tegislofive Hews.

OUR CORRESPONDENT’S LETTER.

Frepericrox, 29th April, 1854.
Bear Pserce,

I did pot write last week as the hu
gion of busivessin the House prevente
ing information in any order.

The Houso riscs on Monday, at 2 o’clock—the
business is through, except that parliimentary oun-
riogity the Contingeat Bill—and the formal passivg
of the appropriation Bill, as engrossed yesterday.
Hon. Mr Grey committed a Militia Bill to authorise
the Government to raise by draft or volunteers, nos
excesding 1000 men to be drilled and reeeive pay.
Johneon esked if it was a Government measure and
was answered that it had been approved of by the'
Government ; a #irong oppasition was shown, Go-
vernment members dhreatencd oppovents with the
displcasuro of the Country; opposition increaced ;
Attorney General moved to report progress, to which
an amendment moved to postpone for three months
—Amendweut lost by & majority of one—the di- .
visien being 18 to 17 (I think? motion to report pro-
grese earricd and bill effestually Jogt.

There was & motion in eupply to grant £2,000, in
addition to the balence of Janadian disputed terri-
tory fund, (sbowt £1,700) to complete survey of
boundary line. This opposedon the ground, that in
one yorr, the flvet joint commission had expended
£7.50010 run 60 miles, and locate only about 18 milea
of theiire ; the extravagance was enormous and
Grovernment did not scek to dofend it, but contended
that they were hourd in good faith, to complete the
line through. They scknowledged that they counld
not check the expenditure. Resolution lost by a
Jarge mojority and names taken. Government then
deeired to withdraw the resclation. Majority were
willing, Smith, Earle, Johneon and others, refused
83 the names wero tnken, and Government had
threatened popnler displeesure on the opposition.
This morning Government again desired to strike
Regolution and division from the Journsls. Johp-
con would notcensent, and though msjority in favor
of it, the Government could only puta resolution to
expunge on the Journals, which leaves the original
Regolution and divition ac it wee.

To-dmy Johnson brought in & bill to increase the
allowance to Parish School Mesters 25 per centum,
This was oppoced &8 too late in the Session. John-
eon explained thatthere was & bill on the files to
ropeel the I per ocet Joan duty, and he bad prepared
& Bill in amcndment to make the Mm:-petual and
sat apart for & sehool fund ; the Pro I Secrotary
bad juet informed him that he would not sommis
thet bill, and his eollcague (Mr Kerr) and himself
had coneequently prepared this hill. The bill wan
read—1st and Znd time—committed and oarried
without & division, engrossed parred end taken to
the Couneil, where | understand it has been agreed
to but waits til Monday morring to ke {ormally
K:wecd, and I trust the Porigh Teschers will got the

cnefit ¢f ite provisions this year. The salaries of
tonchers kave always been too small, and as direct
taxation won’t euit the rural distriots, this bilk
will bo some reliof and tend grestly to improve the
Educational Batablishment.

A graot bas passad to the Government, for the
purpo#s of Erpoting Trensury Officos, &e., in the
various fesports, and I expect the first expenditure
will be made st Miramioni. Portage Island billloss
by & large majority, but Northumberlsed has been
trented more justly in money grants than formerly.
£200 to improve the Navigation of the main South
Went passcd in supply : #£i0 to James Robertson for
ferrying mails across Tabusintac in 1852 and 1853;
grant of £39 to Parizh of Alnwick to reimburss ex-
penees incurred io support, &e., of the Lunstio, fro-
zen on the Bay some yeors ago, Bonovan, | think
wag his newe, he died at Chatham after the amputa-
tion of both legs, Ko., &o.

Bill to provont Saw Dust, &o., being thown inte
the River, not passed—Attorney General expressing
hie opinion that Magistrates in Session had power
to mako rogulations ; Johnson moved to repory pro-
grose, vkich was agreed to.  This bill was not to
¢o iuto operation till the next Autumn, go as to ena-
blo the mill owners to make vreparatiors for ocon-
sumption of the rubbish. [ suppose the segsions w 1l
tuepend the operation of the regulation mads by
thew for the same reason if epplicd to by the wiil
Owners.

Ths Members ave leaving daily, and I expeot &
thia House on Monday. A lung Ssession well over,
though some barm dane by lavieh and uncalled for
grants of public money, gomo good has also beem
dowe in supply, 88 well as in the moro legitimato
work of Legislaticn, Members won’t have rouch
time to rest this yeur, [lsotions sbout the end of
June, ard I fancy some will have to work hard, and
in vain, should they seek to return again, All sortg
of reports will be eirculated, and perhups fome be un-
juatly left out, but these thirngs may cocur in suy
Country. It is to bo hoped Lowever, that the publia
ohoice wlil be right in the main. They ought to
know which of the old members they cen trusi, and
shovid be careful to encourage honesty and cansisten-
ey while they punish the revegades. Let them call
forapublicexplanation, where they have sny doubts
ratber than conden any man unheard, or belicye,
every report which may be got up: theae reports are
often circulated by the decigning for the purposeof
deceiving the people, and to preveut the return of
the good men, while it' may give the teat to dizho-
nest candidawe. Letthe people helieve the fonrnals
and read the debates, rather than the soandal meosn-

era. ‘T'he best may have much to avswer forand
there is doubtless much room for improvemt,

An Address toHor Majasty on tha w
ppauimously in both Yovige; a 16
ving the Revenuer of the Provines ot tus &
{sovercment for th ction of t {
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