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INCIDENTS OF THE WAR.

SIEGE OF S:BASTOPOL.
g THE SEA ATTACK.

River Katcha, Oct. 18.—The following is a
copy of a few detaiks of yesterday’s eannonu-
duig of the Sebastopol iorts bytne heet, whicn
may be interesting :—

Yesterday the 17th, about half-past noon, the |

French flect commenced tue cannonade, yleading
1 from the south along the south igkts, eXpos-
ed at the same time 10 a severe fire fiom the
north as well as the south torts, which was not
returned until their position Was taken up. Ad-

miral Dundas followed with most of his fleet,

steering first southward and rounding up again
taking position northward of the kreuch, the
britaunia and Napoleon being next ships, anu
Jlaced towards the mouth ot the harbour. ‘Lue
‘terrible and Sampson began on the north side
fican the northward, the first im.erchmrgmg a
very heavy fire with the large fort on. the north
siae (two tiers of guns and a third ‘en barbette,
—JL think Fort Constantine). ‘Lhe Terrible kept
at it with her engines stopped. 'Ihe Sampsou,
disregarding the iarge fort, directed her fire on
two very muschievous little forts on the parapet
of the precipice which overlooks the sea tort
northward oi Fort Constantine—1The #asp and
"Telegraph  forts—Oeceupied with these, she
steameu right through the fire of the big fort,
swept round in a beautiful manner, and again
weat straight at them. All thestire however,
which was directed throughout the day ai these
Awo forts seenmed to have put little erect, Si-
lenced only at intervals, they continued a most
galling fire. While the Britannia was rounding
10 from seaward, the Agamemnon proceeded
along the north coass souinward, to where the
Sampson and Terrible were engaged. It was
evident that this ship had a distnes mark in
view. Cautiously cising with the land, she an-

« chored within 900 yarus of Fort Constantine,

and she must have been quite close to very shoal
water. ‘'This was the position of the day, and
here the Agamemnon remained until near sun-
set, when she came out, but only owing to the
closing darknes. She was closely supported by
the Sanspareil astern, and latter in the day by
the Bellerophon on her bow. Latterly the forg
(Constantine, I think) which they were engaged
with, was almost silenced, and the guns en bar-
Lette wholly so. The generalimpression is that
very little damage has veen inflicied on the ene-
my ; but though all did their best, they can be
little doubt that, had the other ships been able
to close with a distinct object, and.hammer at
itas the Agamemnon didat hers, the resui
would have been very ditferent, She-lay close
to her work, and would have breached it, but
the fire at times would have to be withdrawn to
silence the small forts on the hill, which were
hulling her meantime. On ing the fire
on the large forts, of course the line of fire was
altered, and more distributed. ‘

The Albion and the London were engaged
with Fort Constantine before the Agamemnon
came up. They gota good deal cut up, and
withdrew. The Albion had a number of men
and her captain with thearmy, and was several
times on fire while inaction. " He lay just out-
side, within fire, and not more than a mile from
the Agamemnon. which was close in, and much
nearer the others. The canronade of the
French appeared terrific and continuous. ¥n-
veloped in smoke, they kept up whole salvoes,
which looked awful, the suoke being lit up by
the \-olleys of tlashes and the roar of cannon
continuous. The Turks foliowed the French ‘in
this, sometimes in whole broadsides, again their
Afire running continuously along the line.—
There was less of this with the iinglish ships,
particularly with the Agamemnon.. The smoke
and roar were more awrtul, but the other was
more business-like, Captain Christian, R. N.
principal ugent of transports, had his tiag hoisted
on board the.Co ombo. . A

Haring expended the number of rounds of
powder which was limited to 50 each gun, at one
time the Sanspareil withdrew, and the forts on
the hill directed their full efforts at the Agamem-
non, The Agamemnon fired 70 rounds, and
her broadside 1s quite scorched the whole length.
Sir Xdmund Lyons, at the time occupied with
the big fort, sent his flag lieutenant tarough a
galling fire, to bring in the Bellerophon, and to
get the Sanspareil back. He sid, - tell them
10 come in; these forts will sink me, and I'm
— it 1 leave this.” He is of'the truest stutf] fix-
es his mark, and sticks to it. ‘The Britannia
remained till after dark, steady also at her work,
bat she and the French were too far ofl.

Off the Katcha, Nov. 21.—The fleet has again
relapsed into the state of repose from whicn it
had been disturbed by the bombardment of Se-
bastopol on the 17th inst. !
cing the souvenirs of balls and shch’.\,'m mak-
Ing conjecturesas 1o a future more sericus com-
bized attack, and in discussing the dseds and

adventures of the ditferent vessels engaged in |
.

the late atlair.

It is busy in effa- |

|an

huge phantoms in the midst of the flashes and
the thundeing peals of artillery.

The mest tragic was certuintiy the fate of the
Albian und the Arethusa, the first forming part
of the central, the second a part of the Jeit aivi-
sion.  Bold and undaunted, they entered close
to the northernmost, or so called * Wasp” bat-
tery, and had scarcely time to open their fire
when the cables with which they were lashed to
thie -steamer were severed by “shot, and they
became unmanageable just at the moment when
they were most exposed to the fire of the ene-
my. The Albion was set on fire in three pla-
ces, and would certaintly have gone on shore,
as she was only in five fathoms of water, had
not the Cambria, one of the steamers expressly
kept ready for such an emergency, come up in
time to rescue her from destruction, unfortu-
nately not before she had lost 12 men killed
anc 70 wounded. "Lo-day the Orinoco is going
t tow her down to Constantinople. She is
teartully damaged, her mainmast much iajured,
and the mizen 1s to'tering and bare, the Avethu-
sa, although she suffered less in men, having on-
ly 4 killed and 14 wounded, suffered even more
in her hull. Itis, besides asserted that the
dry-rot is in her wood. She went away yester-
day evening, towed by the Emeu. Both these
vessels, owing to this accident, quitted the scene
ofaction after a short time,

If these two vessels have been the most un-
fortunate, the Roduey may certaintly be said to
have been the luckiest vessel of the ileet, except
perhaps in the shot by which she carried away
the mainmast of the Retribution. She entered
during the latter part of the action close to the
out from Cape Constantine. Fortunately it was
got her off without her having suffered great in-
Jury. Not so the Spiteful which was lashed to
her. She wasso much damaged that she was
brought in in a sinking state, and could only be
kept afloat by the efforts of the crew at the
pumps. She is still alongside the Rodney and
undergoing the most n ¢ repairs to ena-
ble her to goaway and be refitted.

Like the Albion and Arethusa the Trafalgar
could not long keep her place, or rather, she
never took it up properly, for the Rodney sent
& Moorsom sheil into the mainmast of the Re-
tribution, to which the Tratalgar was lashed : it
burst in it, the mast went down and both ves-
sels were unfit for action.

‘The Bellerophon may likewise be numbered
among the illused, together with the Sanspa-
reil ; the rest although not without loss escaped
comparatively unhurt.

svas exposedeto a hail of shot and shell. Both
she and the Furious, to which she was lashed,
kept up a good rocket practice at the batteries.
I saw towards dusk some very well directed
ones fly over. ‘Lhe Admiral himself narrowly
escaped a shell, whica burst on the poop. He
was sitting on the poop miling when it
fell.

The detached steamers on the left were deci-
dedly the heroes of the day. 'l'o them was as-
signed the position north of the shoal ruumiing
out from the Cape Kort. While the other ves-
sels went down outside as far as Quarantine Bay
and then veered round and opened their tire
from their starboard broadside, the detached
steamers steamed straight down inside,*near the
shore. The first were the Sampson, ‘Lerrible,
and I'ribune, who advanced like eclaireurs betore
the Agamemnon and the Sanspareil, which
formed the main strength ef this division,—
These two, after having tried the range of their
long pivot-gups at the Wasp Battery, steamed
right down to the fort on Cape Constantine—the
formidable casemated battery ai the left of the
entrance into Sebastopol, and engaged 1t.—
There you could see them anchored, the Aga-
memnon at 800 yards, and the Sanpareil a ut-
tle behind, enduring with unshaken firmness the
heaviest fire of the enemy, and returning it
with great vigour, while the steam frigates, who
could approach closer in the shoal water, hover-
ed around them, makingsthe most of their inde-
pendent position. The situation of two screw
line-ot-uaitle ships was the most eritical possibie,
exposed as they were to a heavy cross fire, on
, one side from the northermost batteries running
{along the shore, from the Star Fort side, and
| from the whole outward face ot the fort on Cape
| Constantne.  For two hours they had to encoun-

ter the whole fire of the enemy on that side
{ alone, when the Queen, haviag leit her'first an-
| choring plice, where the ‘Turkish dlag ship had
{ come 1n her way, passed inside of the other sail-

| ug line-of-battig suips from the extreme right to

the let, and came up alongside the two
heavily-pressed screw steamers, and drew off
| part of the enemy’s fire from them a move-
{ment which, as I told you, was ackowledged by
{ Admiral Lyons hoisting the signal of ¢ Weil

| done Queen!” It was a marvellous sight to sce
| such an immense vessel as theQueen passing the

| other liners inside jand both Captain Muichell

rand Captain Powell, the commander of the Ve-
suvious, deserve the highest credit for the skill

Unfortunately, the re-

artly as an eye-witness, partly from the ac-|spite which she brought was only momentary
partly as J ¥ PRELLY b fapn s o0 St bt
counts of others who were so,~for, as smoke | for, being in but six tathoms.of water, she wasin
formed decidedly the most prominent feature | danger ofgoing on shore unless she anchored,

of the bombardment, it was only now and then | while
possible to catch a gllmpse of other vessels, | leave her anchors behind, and perhaps some-
ki L Fon a ;

whizh appeared and  disappeared like so many

if she had anchored she would haye had to

time move, for che b

ul ¢

forts, und went ashore on the shoal running | -

already dugk amd the Colombo at hand, which’

The old Britannia maintained her position, and

d enterprise with which they took the ves- | vesselsalone nothing could be undertaken against
I give you what I could collect of the latter, i sel in as well as out.

forza maggiore, and withdraw.

The Banspareil, owing to her unwieldiness
and the defects in her propelling force, which
fails almost when most necessary, would have
had a hard fate had not the Shark, a tiny little
steam-tug, which attends the Sanspareil asa
plannet does its sun, or the jackal its lion, gone
in and towed her out. The skill and courage
displayed by the commander of this little craft,
M. Balls, second mate, excited general admira-
tion, It was a striking practical illustration of
the lion and the mouse, to see the little Shark
help out the colossal Sanspareil, butat the same
time it was a most gallant feat of seamanship,—
It is reported that Admiral Lyons sent in the
commander of the Shark with the words—¢ Ge
in; and you will tind there a coffin ox, your pro-
motion.” © ¥

Both th‘é‘Agomemnon and Sansapareil were
obliged to leave buoys for their anchors
but they left also some heavy marks of their

resence on the face of the forts. Both ships
gid not quit their posts until nightfall for Ad-
miral Lyons determined to be sunk rather than
givein.

While I am relating ‘te you the deeds done
on the day of the bombardment I cannot re-
frain from telling you a happy mot spoken the
day after the action. ‘Lhe Turkish Admiral
sent his excuses tg Captain Mitchell, of the
Queer, for having gone between his ship and
the forts. The answer of Captain Mischell was,
“that he considered him to do his duty best.
who was nearest the enemy.

The loss of the fleet in men amounts to 46
killed and 268 wounded.

Now you will wish to know what was gained
by the bombardment. As I told you in my

for a few moments silenced, so that itis difficult
ta say whether this took place in consequence
of the injuries sustained, or only in order to let
the guns cool. 'The day after the bombardment,
the Sampson went down to see what injury had
been done to the forts. 'Well, ‘they look as if
they were marked with the small-pox; but 1
am atraid it is not ofa very dangerous charac-
ter, except perhaps on the northern face of the
Cap® Fort, where at one of the angles two of
the portholes have been thrown into one, but
« considerably larger one. 'There is indeed, a
rumour current that they were obliged to steady
a part of the Cape Iort by duttresses; but 1
bave not heard of ary one’s having actually seen
with his own eyes the buttresses.

Here you have, then, the palpable advanta-
ges and disadvantages of the bombardment be-
lore you, and you may judge whether the first
are worth the second. :

It is now established beyond doubt, that the
greatest defence of the sea forts of Sebastepol
is the shallow water, which does not allow a
close enough approach to make ships’ broadsides
reaily lormidable to them. The fact is very
simple —a ship’s broadside can produce a most
tormidable concentrated five than any fort in
the world ; but ship’s sides cannot resist fire so
long. ‘Lhe closer, thereiore, u ship comes to
the battery the greater becomes its advantage ;
whereas its own danger decreases, from the forts
not being able to depress theix guns enough to
hit the hulll. An excellent proof of this Latter
tact—namely, that the danger of a vessel de-
creases by neaver approach, was furnished by
the Agamemuon and the Sanspareil.  Altuough
not more than 200 yards irom cach other, e
Agamemnon, which was closer in, suffered much
less, vessel as well as crew; and then most of
the shots fived into the Agamemnon damaged
the rigging, whiie the Sanspareil suffered chuet-
ly in her hull. ‘The Russians have been per-
iectly aware of this. 'Lhey sank therefore a
nuinver of vessels before the entrance of the
harbour in a live from the shoal running out
trom Cape Constantine down to another shoul
or reef, yunning out from the point oOpposite,
on wiich Fort Alexander is built. Lhey im-
pede thus not ounly the entrance of the harbeur
vut the approach to the forts themselves. The
grand fort on Cape Constan:ine is, besides, pro-
tected on the north face by another shoal yun-
ning out from the point on which the telegraph
is erected. 4

The night before the bombardment a boat,
with muined oars, was sent to explore the two
shoals ; the crew went all round, and so close
in that they could hear the people talk, angl
would have beea able to uuderstand what they
said, had they Luown their ianguage. Ywo
small Russian steamers which werg ilewise
outside of the sunken vessels when the action
began, were lying off the entance, but mistook
the boat, as it seems, for a Russian.  According
to the observations mude, the depth of water s
£0 uncertain and variable, that large vessels
could not. enter beyond eight fathoms of water,
{ which searcely brings them within 1500 or 1600
| yards. :
| From these and other previous observations
i to the same efiect, it became apparent that with

|

the forts on the sea side. It was only in co-ope-
ration with the army that ships could be of great
service, by creating a diversion in favour ot the
advancing land forces, and helping to reduce the
place. 'Lhe “question was only to choose the

hot shot; she was thus obliged to yield to the |

last letter, the batteries were never more than|.

——— |

THE LAND ATTACK.

Camp before Sebastopol, October 17, Ten p.
m.—On the night of the 16th it was determined
that our fire should be opened on the Russian
lines the following morning, and it was evident
the enemy was entrenching himself with much
activity, and greatly strengthening his position.
In spite of the efforts of our engineers our works
were not completed, and most of the mortars
could not be mounted on the batteries. Firing
commenced, however, from the French and
English batteries by signal at 6 30 a. m. on the
17th, but for 30 minutes reviously the Russi-
ans fired furiously on all the batteries. The
cannonade on both sides was most violent for
nearly two hours.

Our left attack consisted of four batteries and
36 guns; our right attack 20 guns in battery.
There were also two Lancaster tteries, a four
gun battery of 68-pounders on our right. ‘The -
Lirench had about 46 guns. In all we were
supposed to have 117 guns to subdue about 113
of th¢ Russians. :

At eight oclock it was apparent that the
French batteries in their extreme right attack,
overpowered by the fire and infiladed by the
guns of the Rassians, were very much weakened,
their five slackened minute after minute.

At 8 30 the fire slackened on both sides for a
few minutes, but re-commenced with immense
energy, the. whole town and the line of works
enveloped m smoke,

At 5 40 the Frerieh magazine in the extreme

mendous explosion, killing and wounding 100
en. The Russians cheered, fired with renew-
ed vigour, and crushed the ¥rench fire complete-
ly. 0 that they were not able to fire a gun now
and then at intervals, and at ten o’clock they
were nearly silenced on that side.
At 10 30 the five slackened on both sides, but
the Alles and Russians re-opened vigorously at
10 45. Our practice was splendid, but our
works were cut up by fire from the redan and
from the works round a circular martello tower
on our extreme right.

At 1245 the French line-of-battle ships ran

up in most magnificent style and engaged the
batteries on the sca side. ~ The scene was indis-
cribable, the Russians replying vigorously to
the a}mcks by sea and land, though suffering
greatly.
T At )1 25 another magazine in the French bat-
teries blew up. The cannonnade was tremen-
dous.  Our guns demolished the round tower,
but could not silence the works around it.

At 1 40 a_great explosion took place in the
centre of Sabastopol amid much cheering from
our men, but the fire was not abated.” The Lan-
caster guns made bad practice, and one burst.
At 2 50 a terrific explosion of a powder maga-
zine took place in the Russian redan fort, 'The
Russians, however, returned to their guns, and
still fired irom the re-entering angle of their
works : the cannonnade was continuous from the
ships and from the batteries, but the smoke did
not perait us to'see if the British fleet were en-

aged, :

At 3 35 the magazine inside the works of the
Round tort, was biown up by a shot.

At four the ships outside were ripping up the
forts and stoneworks and town by tremendous
broadsides.  Ouly the French flag was visibie,
the knglish fleet being on the opposite side of
the harvour,  Orders were given to spare the
town aud bui.dings as much ag possible.

From 4 to 9 50 the canonade from eur bat-
teries was very warm, the Russians replyi{lg,
though our fire had evidently established its gy-
periority over theirs, the ships peuring the broad-
side atter broadside on Forts Nicholas and Con-
stantine at close ranges. Towards qusk the fire
slackened greatly, and at night it ceased alto-
gether, the Russians for the iirst time being si-
lent. Up to this hour (ten p. m.) they have
barely fired a gun, They are busy repairing
damages, and we are doing the same, and ave
alsommounting new guns and mortars for to-
norrow.

The ¥rench have lost about 200 men, princi-
pally by the explosions, our loss is very small—
under 100 killed and wounded since the siege
began,

We have gained greatly on the works to-day
and but for the melancholy disasters which be-
fel our a'lies, should have erushed much of the
Rubsian batreries. The French fleet avenged
these misfortunes most ampiy.

'the Grand Duke Constantine is supposed to
have entered Sebostopol.

Much of the sea side of the town is in ruins,
W e re-open five at daybreak. = *

October 18, three p. m.—the fire was resum-
ed this morning soon aftef daybreak. ‘Ihe
French were stiil unable to support us. Their
extreme left is still sllenced. They will not be
wady till the 19th or 20th, so deranged are
they by the Russian fire, :

During the night the Russians remounted
their gunsand brought up fresh ones and es-
tablished great Buperiority offire and weight of
metal. ’ :

At ten a. m. the alarm was given that the
Iiussians were marching to attack our rear on
the Balaklava road. Lord liuglan and staff,
with laxge bodies of French troops, at once moy-
ed there, and fonnd the Russian eavalry and
iwo battalions of infantry, with one gur, cades-
vouring to creep up ina fog to tae outposts.

+1rn1ght: battery of twelve guns, blew up with a tre-

{ right time, and at that time strike with Jhe great-

OOy
acy

The Turks opened a fire from the redoubts and
. 1

. d SR oty
the Russians retived,




