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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY FOR 1853-4.

Oo the following day the Secretary addressed a note to
the. Corresponding Secretary of each of the Societies just
named, of which the follewing is a copy. :

Chatham, Miramichi, 26th May 1853,
81r=-The Board of the Northumberland Agricultural Ro-
ciety being desirous to avail themselves of the conditional
Grant passed during the last Session of our Legislature, to
enable County Agriculrural Societies to import Stallions of
superior breeds from Great Britain, Canada, or the United
States, have directed me to asceriain

Ist. From what County (1f any) your Society intends to
procurea horse, :

20d. Whether does vour Society intend to employ an agent
or send a person from this Proviuce 10 purchate such horse
and convey him to your County.

Our Board are ol? opinion, .that a much’ better chdice
might be made io Briwain, than in Canada or the United
States, and perhaps an animal from that Country wauld be
more highly prized than from auy other; but the risk of
transporiation, the danger of deterioration ia the animal, and
his offspring tron change of Chimate and' usage, and the
greater expense ot imporiag from England, are considera-
tions which ‘weigh heavily against this choice. 1f nowever,
,any scheme could be devised by which the expense of send-
ing @ person to Britain could be borne conjointly with other
Soeieties, the Board' of the Northnmberland Agricultural
Society would be disposed tc wave as a consideration, the
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risk and danger just named, and would agree to send a well

qualified person to England, to purchase Horses of the requi-
red breeds for it, and ali other Couuty Acricuitural Societies
disposed 1o join n the enterprizé, ‘or suzh as might feel de-
sirous to intrust theiv Horses to the care of the persons so
employed.

I beg the favour of an early reply, stating fully the mind
of your Seciety on the subject.

[ have the honour to be, dear sir, very truly yours,

(Signed) Janes Calg, Secretary.
To ——, Corresponding Becretary, —— Agricul-
tural Society,

Having been tavoured wiih replies from most of the
County  Socicty, and also from Judge Peters, the Secretary
called a meeting ol the Board for Thursday (he 16th June,
at which, having read these repliesand also a printed circu-
lar, anda letter from the New Branswick Society, recom-
mending the very scheme contemplated by this Board, 1t
was Resolved as follows :

1st. That the Society import from England a Stallion of
the Suffelic Puach Breed, whose weight shall, not be less
thav 11 cwt., and age not over 6 years,

20d. That this Society employ Dr. Comming of St. John
to purchase a Horse ‘in Britain, under the guidance of the
New Brunswick Society,

3. That a Committee of three persons prepare a Code of
special instructions for Dr. Cumming’s guidance in sclecting
the Horge, &ec.

Having been furnished with special instructions from
eight County Agricultural Socicties, and with general in-
sirucions from the New Brunswick Societies. Dr. Cum-
ming sailed for Liverpool in the Roval Mail Steamer from
Halifax, about the 24th June, and arrived about the 5th

July. By the middle of September, the’ Secretary of the
New Brunsweick Society, Dr. Robb, received a letter from
Mr Cumming, stating that he would sail from Liverpool in

lhfrl lmckm ship Eudocia, for St. Joho, on the 3rd September
with :
Two §Uﬂolk Horses, for Northumberlaud and Albert.
Oue Cleveland Horse for York.

Four Clyedsdale Horses, for Queen's, Charlotte, St. John
and Westimorland, ang

One Cob Hunter for Kent.

These Horses were not purchased till their stock was seen
by Docior Cumming, and every enquiry made and satisfacto-
rily answered, 23 10 their breelding powers, Pedigrees, and
all particulers sufficiently ariesied were al.o obtained.—-
"Two full seits o elothing, bridles, halters, and all other ve-
cessaries both for the ship and afterwards, were provided
for eacin Horse. Hay, oats, bran, and water, were laid in
tor gixty or seventy duvs.  The ship was fiited up 1o a first-
tute manoer, the siables Were roomy and well ventilated,
and a groom for each Horse was engaged, who came out for
his passage and provisions. Notwitustanding t.ese excel-
leat arrangemeuts, three of the eipht Horses were lost on
the passage, The Eudocta had beavy weather all the way
oui, but it was during a dreacful burricane which she en-
countered @ few days atier leaving Liverpool, that these
three noble animals were fluag from their ol 1gs and perish-
*d. The Eudocia arrived at St. Jobn, on Moaday, the 17th
(;)“Oper afivr a passage of 41 days, a0d landed the remain-
10g five Horses in excellent condition.

e Counties of Albert and Northumberland had each
ordered a SyiT,|k Puach, and one of these wag among the
l(‘)sl Horses, [n order, therefore, 10 determ ne to which
Couty yj,e living Suffuls should belonz, it pecame
DECESSATY thay (he agents of the respective Societies at St.
John, should cast Jois, Robert Jardine and Fravcis Fergu-

son, Esq., bad kindly consented o act as the ageuts for this

County, and by a Telegraph Despatch, dated 20th October,

. they announced theissue of the Lottery by the following short

but spicy note—+ We cast lots, Young" Ruler is yours.”—
On receipt of this gratifying intelligence Mr Michael Searle
—encaged previously for that purpose—was despatched to
St. John 1o bring Young Ruler home. « My Searle returned

to Chatham with his charge on Saturday, the 30th day of

October, and on Thursday the 10th November, Young Ruler
was put up at Public Auction, and sold to Mr W. Kelly,
Chatham, for One Hundred and Thirty Five Pounds. The
Purchaser having given his Bond to the: Queen for £300
with two approved sureties, to keep the Horse'always in ex-
cellentzondriion. to retain him in this County for Five Vears,
to charge for his services a sum pot exceedigg F'hirty Shil-
liags, and not 10 work him between the ﬁrst}f April and
the first or August. nor at any time during Uz remainder of
the year except at farm worlk.

Young Ruler is truly a noble lion:looking animal. Ever
since his arrival at St Joha he has been the admiration of
all, who having scen, are capable of judging of his qualifica-
tions. Only four years old, he stands 163 hands hich,
weizhs upwards of 17 ewt.fand is of perfect symmetry. He
cosl, 1icluding two seus of clothing, nnd all expenses £306
15 6 cuarrency, and sold;as already stated foy £135.

Should his pr geny resemble their progeniter we may rea-
sonably expect, thal the coming ¢ Young Rulers” of this
County for farming and lumbering purposes, will equal, if
not surpass, those of any County in the Previnee ; and that
instvad of expending a large sum anuually in the importa-
noo of heavy horses from Prince Edward Island and Cum-
berland. we may shoruy realize a handsome sum yearly by
supplving other places with such horses. Viewed in this
light, the beunefits which not only this Coanty, but the Pro-
vince at large may expect to reap from the Jate importation
of hurses, will amply Compensate for the comparatively
small sum ¢xpended, and the wisdom of tne Legislature in

granting a liberal sum in aid of such an object, will.appear
obvious even to the most serupglous, s

: GENERAL EXHIBITION.

The Committee whose duty it was 10 make the prepara-
tory arrangements for the General Exhibition, took care to
secure the spacious Hall of the Sons of Pemperance for the
occasion, than which a betier place could hardly be found
anywhere for such a purpose. But if the Cattle Show pro-
ved a failure, the General Exhibition hius proved a dis-
grace.

Who that was not present will believe, that at the Annual
Exhibition of the Nortbumberland Aariculivral Soeiety, neis
ther Black Oats, Beang, nor Barley of any sipd, was preseat
for Exbition, yet such was the fact. :

The Judges "of Grains were Messrs, Dantel Witherall,
Charles Vanstone ; and Judges of Dumestic Manufaciures,

Dairy Produce, &c., John Mackie, John Macdougall, aud
William Samuel, Esqrs,

PREMIUNS.
For the best Homespun Cloth all Wool, net less
than 10 yards, Donald McKay, £015 0
second best do, William Morrigon, 010 0
Best Homespua Cloth, Cotton & Wool, D, McKay, 0 19 0
second best do, William Morrison, - 010 0
Best pi‘vce of Flanuel, all Wool, George Johnston, 0 15 0
Be:t piece of Flannel, Cotton and Wool, 10 yards,
William Mornson, 010 0
second best do, James Gray, 05 0
Best Wore Counierpane, Andrew Crocker, 010 0
Bes! sample W oollen Soeks, not less than six pairs,
Wallia Morrison, 0 :7:6
sucond best do, Andrew Crocker, 0.6 0
Best sample of Mius not less than 6 pairs, Wi,
Morrison, 0l Yl
second best do, Andrew Crocker, 0 50
Best Straw Hat, Richard Coultari, 0.4 0
PRODUCE OF THE DAIRY.
For best sample of Butter, not less thaw 30 1bs.
. Daniel Baldwin, £015 0
'b‘CC_Ond best do., Donald McKay, * 010 0
"hird best do., George Johnston, 7.6
Best Cheese, not less than 20 Ibs, George Johuston, 0 12 6
Secoud best do., David Steel, o B
GRAINS &c.
Fc{r best sa + ple of White Bald Wheat, 2 Bushels,
63} Ibs., M. Searle, 3420
Sccond best do., 64 |b, 8 0z., John Wyse, 010 0
Best sample Red Bald Wheat, 2 Bushels; 671bs
12 0z. John Wyse, 012 6
Second do., 61 1bs. 8 oz, Donald McKay, 010 0O
Best snmple White Oats, 46 Ibs, 8oz , John Wyse, 0 7 6
Second best do., 46 Ibs., David Stevl, 050
Best sample White Field Pease, 69 Ibs., George
Johnston, g ap= 1
Best sample Green Pease, 66 Ibs. John Wyse, 010 0
Best sample Timothy Seed, David Steel, 015 0
second best do, George Johns:on, 1 bl
Jest Red Carrot seed, not less than 2 Ihs, M Searle,0 5 0
Best Yellow Turuip seed, 4 Ibs. doj g 029 0
Best Sugar Loaf, do. 0 370
Best Parsley, do, '0 2 86

For a sample of Canary Seed, in and out ot the ear, a
a special premium of 10s. was reccmmended by the Com-
mit'ceand awarded by the Board, 10 Mr W. L. Seott, of

Douglastown, the same having been grown by him last sea-
gon,
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CONCLUDING REMARKS.

From the Review thus taken, it will be evident, that so
far as the Directors of your Scciety are concerned, no pains
have been spared to render its actions as efficacious as possi-
ble. Itisa lamentable fact however, that these ‘exertions
on the part of the retiring Board, have not been secanded by
Farmersas they should have been.

The folllowing summary of your Society’s operations as
already related, will suffice to show that its ordinary busi-
ness, and new schemes have been vigorously prosecuted,
though in some instances unsuccessfully consummated .

The experuinent made by your Society with the view of
ascertaining correctly, wheiher young Apple Trees may be
safely removed from remote soils, and planted in this, has
proved, that this may be done with perfect ease, and safety,
and the question, as to whether our soil and climate are

tavourable to the growth and fruitfulness of such Trees, has
now been set'at rest.

A HorsE, not surpassed in point of cast, symetry, and

weight, by any animal of his kind in 'the Province, had
been imported from England. By this enterprise which ori-
ginated with vour Society, it is" but reasonable to hepe,
that the ¢ize of our Northumberlind Horses, will be greatly
enlarged, and their physical powers much improved.
. A ReariNe MacHINE, calculated to save a vast amoun
of labour—or in other words, a vast amount of mouey—
has been imported from the Unrted States, where, at’ an
Agricultural Show held at Rochester, its powers and  other
properties were tested, and found to be excellent.

Tarasmise MacriNes of a new and superior construe-
tion have been secured by the bounty of your Society, and
these may be obiwined of their Inventor and Maker, Mr
James Murray, Newecastle, at the ‘low price of Fifteen
Pounds each.

Every effort which assiduity could prompt, and prudence
justify, was applied by the Board.to render the October and
Janvary Exhibitions something like creditable to the County
and our Farmers as'a body. Butit is with teelings of un-
feigned regret. they are compelled to admit, that instead of
being creditable, these Exhibitions only go 1o prove, that if
our, Farmers as a body (there are many exceptions) be not
absolutely dead to their best interests, they are alarmingly
drowsy and indifferent, and uonless speedily awakened to a
sense of duty, they must inevitably drop behind the Agricul-
tural advancement of the day, and like too many of their
antignated brethern in Britain and other lands, be driven by
goveny from their Firms, like so many drones from a

eehive.

Notwithstanding the praiseworthy exertions of a few
faithful friends, it cannot be concealed, that the Northum-
berland Agricultural Society is at this moment in a pros-
trate condition,’ and unless energetic measures be forth-
with adopted, by which fresh life shall be imparted 1o iy, it
must soon die a natural or raiher an unnawral death,
being the martyr of those whose name it bears.

This community generally, may feel 1t their duy, if not
their interest, 10 second m easures intended for the advancc-
ment of Agriculture, but surely it is to farmers, and farmers
only, that Agricultural Societies must ever lovk for their
chiefest support and choicest {riends.

The question then is simply this. Do the Farmers of
this County believe that the Northumberland Agricultura!

- Society is calealated 10 promote their iuteresis 2 If su, in-

stead of grumbling at every imaginarv grievance, let them
give tangible proof of thie reality of this belief, by instanily
subscaibing to the Society’s funds, and {urthering its views
hereatier by every lawful meun in their power

If they do not believe this, why, let the Northumberlard
Agricultural Society go down al once. Better this than al-
low it 1o linger on at the expense of a few friends, without
any prospect of its accomplishing any good.

It is said there are some who think, aund think perhap
conscientiougly, that among its Officc-bearers, there are 0o
many who are not Farmers by profession, and there are
others' who view this as the cause of s prosiration. Then
why do not such persons candidly avow their opinions, and
manfully endeawour to remove the supposed grievance of
which they complain? Among such objectionable mdividu-
alx it may be safely p resumed, there are few who are really
very ambitious of holdiag office, and fewer sill wlo
would not prefer to see their places occupied by betier quali-
ficd persons.

Others again imagine, that 1t is not so much the.want of
will as the want of time, that has prevented so large a por-
tion of our Farmers from artending the Agricultural Meer-
ings, Ploughing Matches, Catlle Shows, and Geveral Exhi-
bitions of this Society, and caused them o:herwise 10 neglect
its in(erests. Then, whoe it may be asked, can be supposed
to have time to spare for such purposes if Farmers have not 2
What class of men have their tme 80 fuily at tlienr cwn
disposal as< they 2 No ambitious schemes wiich may daz-
zle to-day and die 1-morrow, disturbor diserder < tlie (vin
tenor of their way.” ‘The most hurr ed Farmer in Noith-
umberland, might easily by a little prearrangeuient, manege
10 devote a whole day now aud again 10 publicjduties, And
who on earth could have less to hinder him from atiending a
Farmers Club, a Mechanics Institute, or any such Society,
during our long Winter evenings than the Farmer of steady
and correct habits So that, view it as they may, the present
prosirate condition of the Northumberlaud Agricul ural So-
ciety is solely astributable to the conduct of the bulk of the
Farmers of this County, and if something be uot done by




