
THE GLEANER. . 

5 
’ ” 

fellow answered. * [ recken I'vepaid my place. 
I'll smoke as much as [ darn please, and all 
Hell sha'nt stop me no how.” With that he 
looked dangerous, and rolled bis eyes round as 
fiercely as a rattlesnake. [It was evident he 
had noobjection to a quarrel, and that, if it 
occurred, it was likely to lead to a deadly 
struggle. The young wan who had spoken 
to bim shrank “back and was silent. Clay 
felt his gallantry aroused. He considered for 
a moment whether he should interfere, but ex- 
J a natural reluctance to draw upon 
imself the brutal violence of his gigantic ad- 

versary. In that lawless country, he knew 
his life might be sacraficed unavenged. He 
knew himself physically unequel to the con- 
test. and he thought, after all, it was not his 

iness Quixotically to teke up another man's 
quarrel. Feeling pity for the insulted, and 
disgust towards the insulter, he determined 
to take no notice ; when, very quietly indeed, 
the closked figure in the corner aasumed an 
apright position, and the mantle was suffered 
to fall from it without effort or excitement. — 
‘The smail Lut sinew y frame of a man, plainly 
dressed in a tight]: -huttoned frock-coat, with 
nothing remarkable about his appearance, was 
seen. and a pair of bright ey eyes sought 
the fiercs optics of the ferociogs Kentuckian. 
Without a word, this * lay figure’ passed his 
‘havd under kis eollar at the back of his neck. 
and slowly and deliberaiely pulled forth a 
long, extremely long, and glittering knife 
from its sheath in that singular place. 
‘Stranger,’ he said ‘my name is Colonel 
James Bowie, well known in Arkansas and 
Louisiana, and if you don't put that cigar out 
of the window in a quarter of a minute, I'll 
put this knife through your bowels, as sure 
as death.’ Clay said he never forgot in after 
life the expression of the Colonel's eyes at 
that moment. The predominant impression 
made upon him was the certainty of the threat 
being fulfilled, and apparently the sane con- 
viotion impressed itsc!f ere long upon the of 
fender. During two or three seconds his eye 
met that of Bowie. His wasthe weaker, and 
he quailed. With a curse, he tore the cigar 
from between his teeth, and flung it. scowling 
bus downcast, out of the coach window. Up. 
on this, Colonel James Bowie as deliberatel 
replaced his long knife in its eccertric hiding 
place. and, without sayicg a word to any one 
else, or even vouchsafing & glance at any one. 
refolded his cloak around him, upd did not 
utter another syllable to the end of the jour- 
ney.— New Quarteily Review. 

MANCHESTER MEN AT THEIR 
BOOKS. J 

WaAT now, is the kind of reading favoured 
by these people ? My Lord Tomroddy, loung- 
ing on the club sofa, refuses to believe it. 
when he is told that these brave people, 
meaning to work with their heads as wold oy 
their hands, use books thus are taken by them 
from the Manchester Free Lending Library 
in the proportions follwing :—In literature—- including poetry and fiction, essays, literary hirtory, aud encyclopdias— each volume is 
read, on an average, fifteen times a ear. — 
Works upon theology and pbilosophy are 
next in request ; in that class each work hag 
been read, on an average, ‘nine times, [pn 
history and bicgraphy every work has had 
an average of eight readers; the scientific 
works have had an average of seven reading 
species; and each work on law, polities, or 
commerce may, in the same way, be said to 
have been borrowed twice. Scientific and 
other books borrowed by working men. thas 
bear upon their trades, are studied carefully, 
epitomes are sometimes msde by them at 
howe ; and one or two have been, or are be- 
ing™odily copied into household manuseript. 
here is a fine earnestness about all this. — 
In a word, the imazination, even in Man- 

chester, refuses to be crushed. The pleasure 
book ost read during the first six months 
after the library opened was the Ajabian 
Nights. the weary warehousemen, mill 
bands, and shopkeepers +; ent their evenings 
with Haroun al Ruschid. 'I'lie next best books 
for them, after the Arabian Nights, appear 
to have been Ivanhoe, Rubinson Crarce, and 
the Fortunes and Misfortanes of the Famous 
Moll Fianders. The historical works most 
favored have been those most dealing in ad- 
ventura aud excitement. Histories of Napo- 
leon have been somewhat more in d.mand 
than even the Arabian Ni_hgs, Lives of 
Wellington and Nelson ware, respectively, 
about half as much in request, byt ver oe 
pular, —slightly more populsr indeed,” t1, py 
that very well read book ef amusement, (3,1. 
liver’s travels. Nurratives of the basgle of 
Waterloo were in yet greater demand, thoy, gh 
#iillin less request than accounts of Napoleon, 
Next iu popularity to the lives of Napoleon 
—zud there is ono man in Manchester pq 
has even read: Alison's History straight 
through —is a volume emiitled Shipwrecky 
8d Disasters ut Sea. That volume wag jy. 
888d 215 times in six months. Almost equyi. 
J Popaier wag Mr Cumming's account of hig 
AuBUng wiventures among lions and hippo. 
Po. in South Africa. Less inreqoesg 
46 Ruch demanded - next, in face. injthe ore 

der of Popularity amongst books of this clas 
—have be, 
Nineveh, 

80 Viacaulay's History, Layard's 
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From the London Times. 

PERSIA. 
The most important intelligence, however, 

which we bave received from the Kast to- 
day concerns our relations with Persia. A 

Chargé d' Affaires at Teheran and the Persi- 
an Court with reference to the affairs of one 
Hapsr Aspur Kei 1v, a native of Candahar, 
protected by the British Government. This 
person, who is a man of great wealth, has de- 
mands upon the Persian Government, on’ the 
other hand, claimed bim as its own subject, 
liable to all such exactions asit might piease 
the Suan to put upon him, and at length re- 

redress which the case required, that the Brit- 
ish Charged Affaires. Mr Taylour Thomp- 
son, was compelled to suspend diplomatic re- 
lations with the Ministers of the Shah. The 
effect of this spirited measure was prompt and 
effectual. Within a very thort time the 
Persian Government showed ite readiness to 
comply with his demands, and to restore 
frie. dly relatious with England. The tables 
were completely turned on Prince Dolgorouki, 
the Russian Min ster, and although he threat- 
ened the Shah of Persia with the supreme 
displeasure of the Czar, his master, and exert- 
ed every means to restore Russian influence 

the present, master of the fiild. Mr Thomp 
son appears %o deserve great credit for his 
firm and judicious conduct in this emergency, 
but, the effeets of were not confined to our own 
relations with Persia. Difficulties bad arisen, 
as is well known. between that country and 
Turkey ; the two States were on the brink of 
war, and it was said that Persian troops were 
preparing to march under a Russian officer to 
attack the Turksin Armenia. Fortunately, 
the settlement of the dispute with England 
seems to have included an arrangement with 
the Porte for the Turkish Minister at T'ehe- 
ran has received positive assurances from the 
Sudder Azim, vr First Minister of the Shah 
that no movéments of troops hostile to the 
Ottoman empire will be made by Persia, and 
that the forces concentrated in the northern 
proviaces of the kingdem are placed there 
solely to watch the progress of events, and to 
prevent internal disturbance. Thus far, 
then, the Russian Goverument has failed in 
its designs upon Persia, xnd in the attempt 
to convert that country into a source of an- 
noyance to the British empire in India, or of 
additional dguger to Turkey. A fresh Rus- 
sian mission iy said to be on its way to Te. 
heran, and it will, no doubt, require inces- 
sant vigilance to resist the effect of all the bri- 
bes and intimidation at its disposal ; but pon 
the whole, the Persians seem to be aware that 
they have more both to hope and to fear from 
England than {rom any Northern Power, and 
the moment would be well chosen to give 
greater importance to the British mission in 
that country, where the embassies rent in 
the early part of this century laid the foun- 
dation of a long and useful alliance. For the 
present, however, the difficulties which seem- 
ed to threaten us in that quarter areat an 
end. &r k 

From the London Morning Chronicle.* 
THE WAR IN THE EAST. 

A telegraph despatch from Vienna, which 
we publish elsewhere, affords a significant 
intimation of the mode in which the (‘za 
had received the notification of the Freneh 
and FEoglish governments that their fleets 
had been ordered to ocenpy the Black Bea, — 
Advices have reached the Austrian capital 
from St. Petersburgh, of the 8th inst. an- 
nouncing preliminary indications of a rupee 
ure with the Western Powers, and of the re- 
cal of the imperial embassud rs from Paris 
and London ; and as it was known that the 
official announcement of the intended entry 
of the fleets into the Kuxine would reach the 
Russian capital in the course of the fires week 
of Junuary, it is obvious that the warlike dis- 
position stated to be displayed at St. Peters 
burgh is tne direct result of the decisive step 
taken by the allies. There can, therefore, be 
little doubt that the Emperor, after having 
treated the remonstrances of united Kurope 
with contempt, has definitively resolved on 
defying the arms of England and France and 
that he will resent the firm and vigorous 
attitude of the Western Powers hy a direct 
rupture, if not by a declaration of war, n 
the meanwhile, the progress of events in the 
principalities is ominously suggestive of the 
perils which the aggressors’s obstinancy and 
violence are bringing upon himself and on 
his country. Further information is, no 
doubt, still necessary. before an accurate esti- 
mate can be formed of the probable conse: 
quences which may result from the recent 
operations on the Danube. A despatch of 
the 15¢h, from Orsova — a place in the imme 
diate neighbourhood of the seerie of action — 2 

quarrel had arisen between the British || 

the British Ctiarge d’ Affaires remains, for P 

position at Csitate, within nine or ten miles 
of Kalafat. Other accounts, however, repre- 
sent the victory of the Turkish army as al- 
ready eomplete ; and it is positively stated 
that, after the Jast battle, the Russians were 
in full retreat on Krajova. The apparent dis- 
crepancy may not improbably arise from the 
circumstance that Csitate is not situated on 
the direct route from Kalafat to Krujova, To 
arrive at itznczey, the retreating army 

oni pelled to approach Omar Pasha’s 
to interpuse its main body be- 

Tu:ke and the position of Csitate. 
cast certain, however, that a heavy 

y been dealt aguinst the invader. An 
Toss of 5,000 killed and wounded im- 

a still more serious disarter ; and it is 
scarcely possible that the Russian Generals 
can now thivk themselves strong encugh to 

Wallachia. 't he local insurrection will relieve 
Omar Pasha from the necessity of employing 

ut itis not unprobabie that he may have al- 
ready taken ste ps for a second and still more 
decisive attack Although, prior to the bat. 
tle of Csitate, no information from the princi- 
palities had been allowed to pass to the west 
of’ Vienna, the accounts which have been re- 
ceived from Constantinople, confirmed by 
fragmentary statements in the German pa- 
pers, prove that the Ottoman army bad, in 
thie middle of December, obtained important 
successes in the country between the Schyl 
and the Aluia. According to the Swabian 
Mercury, as quoted by ovr Paris correspond- 
ent, General Dennepberg's left wing was com- 
lotely defeated at Karakul =n position the 

§ b 3 3 bis troops in dsquieting the enemy's retreat, fused with s0 "much insolence to grant tel re 4 J Eada 

importance of which we have several times 
vuinted out, commanding as it does the eom- 
munication from Bucharest to Kalafat. This 
victory, whatever may huve been its nature, 
bas been cautiously suppressed by the Rus- 
sian officials who superintended the transmis- 
sion of news j but it seems probable ithat it 
may have formed an essential part of the 
series of operations which have ended for the 
present, in the battle of Critate. A Turkish 
detachment occupying Karakal would, ae 
compared with an enemy at Krajova, be not 
only nearer to Bucharest, but to Widden al- 
80, ; and it may have been in consequence of 
this flank movement that General Aurep, in 
cliving to bis right, took up his position at 
Csitate. It is even stated with some proba- 
bility, that the force which attacked the Rus- 
sian lines was not drawn from the garrison 
of Kulafar, but that it was the division 

which had crossed the Danube at Rakova or 
Nicopoli, and advanced to the scene ot action 
from the south-east. If this conjeeturel view 
of the operations should prove to be well 
founded, the position of the Russian army in 
Lesser Wallachia must be desperate. Omar 
Pasta wonld, in that case, have already 
laced himself between the enemy and their 
sad-quarters av Bucharest ; while the Turk- 

ish forces at Widdin and Kalafat, no longer 
compelled to act on the defencive, would be 
available for a decisive movement, by which 
the Russians would be enclosed between two 
fires. By this time, moreover, the Danube 
may probably be frozen over, so ‘that the 
turks oan advance ur rere at pleasure, 
without any impediment from the enemy's 
fortifications on the lett bank. There is rea- 
son to believe that the Ottoman forces are. 
on all paris of the line. numerically superior 
to their obponents; and is does mot appear 
tthat General Osten-Sucken has yet arrived to 
restore the balance. Moreover. there is now 
an uninterrupted passage for reinforcements 
from Constantinople to Verna. The nation- 
al enthusissm cannot fail to be powerfully 
stimulated by the late brilliant successes, 
which have proved thut Lurkish troops are 
capable of contending, on more that equal 
t:rms. with their opponents, and that tie 
generals in roi are as skillful in form- 
ing their plans asshey are daring in carrying 
them ous. Nor must it be forgotton that 
every advantage which is gained by the Ot. 
toman arms directly contributes, Jike the 
dr cided steps taken by tte allied fleets in en- 
tering the Black Sea, to sirengthen the Sul- 
tan's government at home, by allaying popu- 
lap irritation and restoring public coufi- 
dence. 

Wa learn from our Constantinople ecorres- 
poudent that, aimost simultaneous y with the 
arrival of the orders for the occupation of the 
Euxine by the fleets of England and France. 
the late transitory ebullition had completely 
subsided ; and the recent victories in Lesser 
Wallachia will equally serve to reassure tho 
popular mind and to guaramtee the mainten- 
ance of tranquillity. Even the most obsti- 
nate admirers of Russia may, perhaps, at Just 
comprehend the reasons whicn prevented the 
Emveror Nicholas from assailing Turkey in 
1848 and 1849, An Army such as that 
which has defeated tho enemy at Olteniza 
and at Csitate would have been mors than 
competent to turn the fortune of the Hungae 
rian campaign, and to provide an opportunity 
for w Polish insurrection. It is to her own 
strength and courage, not to the forbearance 
of hostile potentates, chat Turkey owes her 
| continued existence sud her present success- 
(es. if tre Czar were wige, ha would [ eagerly Sud Two Yeurs beforsthe Mast. states thus she Russians still occupied their | profit by the moderation of the fdiosils to 

attemps to wuiatain their footing in Lesser | 

ed out to them. not only ty right o 

which the Porte assented befors it had re- 
ceived tidings of the victories of Kalafat. We 

rv poe yesterday the modifications intro- 
uced at Constantinople ‘into the’ note pre- 

pared by Lord de Redeife, and adopted by 
his colleagues. Itis in the amended form 
that the project has been sarotioned by the 
Conferance at Vienua ; but there is no por: 
tion ot the document, 8s it stands, which af 
fords any ressonable ground. of complaint to 
Russia. ~The asseut-given by the representa. 
tives of the Four Powers to-the changes sug- 
gested by the Turkish Ministry is asuficient 
answer to the objecticns. whieh have been 
urged in England against a eompromise which never purported to be a tiiumph. It 
way be true that the restoration of the status 
quo ante bellum is not the most desirable re- 
sult of all the efforts which have ‘been made 
by lurkey and her:allies; but a state. hich 
is unjustly assailed is otten content to ; vel 
the aggression, without hoping to be camy cn- 
sated for the sacrifices which may have been 
demanded from it. Every new. attempt at 
negotiation has been professedly a farther 
extension of the time allowed to the Court of - 
St. Petersburg for the acceptance of the ori- 
ginal proposals of the Porte. , The more 
dangercug concessions involved in the firs 
Vienna note have beqn definitely withdrawn, 
but England and France have onoe more in- 
duced Turkey to offer all that Russia bad. be- 
fore the mission of Prince Menschikoff, a 
right to ask. Candid critics of diplomatic 
transactions will understand that, up to the 
beginning of December. no basis had been 
established for a dema d of concessions on the 
part of Rurzia. The question was one, not 
of justice, but of strength and suceess ; and 
it was necessary to limit the punishment of 
the offender to the failure of the act of vio- 
lence which had been attempted. The am- 
bassadors. neveribeless, so fur consulted the 
just susceptibility of Turkey as to abstain 
from urging the literal renewel of the trea- 
ties, or the conclusion of a distinet compact 
with the Five Powers, with 1eferenze to the 
administrative reforms to he introduced. It 
is now proposed that the renewel of the trea- 
ties * shall be with special reference to the 
integrity and independence of Turkey.” 

In other words the settlements of Kainardji 
and of Adrianople are to form the basis of the 
new arrangement ; but the clauses which af- 
forded Russia excuses for repeated vexatious 
interference sre to be modified or omitted. 
Lt may be incidently remarked that none of fe 
diplomatists concerned appear to bave thought 
of the modern heretical doctrine, that trea- 
ties can survive a war. Tbe only question is, 
whether the renewal is allowed to be  requi- 
site. shall be absolute or conditional. The 
changes introdueed into the note, though in 
themselves justand desirable. will certainly 
not have rendered it more aeceptable at St. 
Petersburgh ; but it would be an error to 
suppose that the acceptance or rejection of 
the project would. in any case, depend on a 
minute scrutiny of its clauses. The Emperor 
will desire war or peace as the one or the 
other may flatter his passions or suit hig, in- 
terests. Every skirmish in which the Tark- 
ish troops prove their soldierly qualities— 
every new step in the steady resistance of 
the Western Powers to Russian aggradise- 
ment—forms an additional reason for peace ; 
yet it may be overruled by impulses of revenge 
or ambition. There can now he little doubt 
that the imperial mind is, for the time, inac- 
cessable to considerations of prudence and 
wirdom ; but it is certain that Russia bas no 
chance of gaining a foot of additional terri- 
tory in Europe ; and the Allied fleets afford a 
security against the acquisition in Asin «f 
any compensation tor tbe disappointment. 

aie 

From the London Morning Post 
{t appears that at Constantinople, on the 

entrance of the combined fleets, M. de Bruck 
aud M. de Wildenbruek drew up a written 
remonstrancee with regard to that act of the 
Western Powers. We Lave, however, the 
satisfaction of undersianding, we believe on 
good grounds, that the eubinets of Berlin and 
Vienna have blamed the indiscretion of their 
ambassadors, and disavowed the document 
which their representative Luve drawn up 
and that, whatever representations they Day 
have made in consequence of the mMOycriou 
ef the fleets, have been verbul and “officious,” 
The signature of a new protocol by the 
Four Powers, with a full ac nowledge of the 
uciive measures adopted by England and 
France, is the best proof of the consisiant  - 
cperation of the greatstate of Enfupa. There 
15 1 ow no longer time for half mearures, und 
the powers must at once chose the parts they 
are to play in the event of a war, of which 
the charagter will wholly depend pon the 
German States. We cannot bus believe that 
they will pursue thie course which is poin.- 

Bat by a regaid for their own « 
were they to side with Russia, they world 
have to Pay a severe penalty eines thiy 
haveto pay a severe penalty, ence they 
waulds with their own bands, light op the 
fives of revolution and anarchy. TFeelingd of 
mistaken graticude, or ten sanguine frical- 
ship, caunct weigh ageinst the weiors of Sivil 


