INCIDENTS OF THE WAR.

BATTLE OF INKERMAN.
LORD RAGLAN’S OFFICIAL REPORT.

The following is Lord Raglan’s official report
of the Battle of Inkerman :—

Before Sebastopol, Nov. 8, 1854.

My Lord Duke:—1I have the honor to report
to your grace that the army under my com-
mand, powerfully aided by the corps of obser-
vation of the French army -under that distin-
guish officer, General Bosquet, effectually re-
pulsed and defeated a most vigorous and deter-
mined attack of the enemy on our position over-
looking the ruins of Inkerman, on the morning
of the 5th inst.

In'my letter to your grace of the8rd, I in-
formed you that the enemy had considerably in-
creased their forces in the valley of Tchernaya.
The following day this augmentation was still
further apparent, and large masses of troops had
evidently arrived from the northward, and on
two several oceasions persons of distinguished
rank were observed to have joined the Russian
camp. 3 S

I have subsequently learned that the 4th
corps, d'armee, conveyed in earriages of the
country and the lightest possible order, had
been brought from Moldavia, and were to be
immediately followed by the 8d corps.

It was therefore to be expected that an
e:&ensive movement would not be long defer-

red. E

Accordingly, shortly before daylight on the
5th, strong columns of the enemy came upon
the advanced pickets covering the right of the
position. These pickets behaved with admi-
rable gallantry, defending the ground foot by
foot against the overwhelming numbers of the
‘enemy, until the 2nd diwision under Major
General Pennefather, with its field guns, which
had immediately been got under arms, was plac-
ed in position. ,

The light division under Lieutenant General
Sir George Brown, wasalso brought to_the front
without loss of time; the first brigade under
Major-General Codrington, occupying the long
slopes to the left toward Sebastopo!, and pro-
tecting our right battery, and guarding agains:
attack on that side; and the second hrigade, |
under Brigadier-General Buller, forming on the |

left of the 2nd division, with the 88th regiment | !

under Lieutenant-Colone! Jefireys, thrown in
advance.

The brigade of Guards under his royal high-|
ness the Duke of Cgnbridge and Major Gene-|
ral Bentick, proceeded likewise to the froat, and
took up mostimportant ground to the extreme
right on the extreme alignerent of the 2nd di-
vision, but separated from it by a deep and pre-
cipitous ravine, and posting its guns with those
of the 2nd division.

The 4th division, under Lieutenant-General
Sir George Catheart, having been braught from
their encampment, advanced to the front and
right of the attack; the first brigade under
Brigadier-General Goldie, proceeded to the left
of the Inkerman rcad; the 2nd brigade, under
Brigadier-General Torrens, to the right of it,
and on the ridge overhanging the valley of the
Tchernaya, »

The 3rd divisien, under Lieutenant-General
Sir Richard Ragland, occupied in part the
ground vacated by the 4th division, and support-
ed the light division by two regiments under
Brigadier-general Eyre, held the command of
the troops in the trenches.

The morning was extremely dark, with a
drizzling rain, vendering it almost impossible to
discover beyond the flash and smoke of artiliery
and heavy musketry fire. "

It, however, soon became evident that the
enemy, under cover ofa vast cloud of skirmish-
ers, supported by devse columuos of infantry had
advanced numerous batteries of large - calibre to
the high ground to the left and front of the
2nd division, while powexrful columns of infantry
attac(li{ed with very great vigor the brigade of

rds.

Additional batteries of heavy artillery were
also placed by the enemy on the slopes to our
left; the guns in the field amounting in the
whole to 90 pieces, independently, however, of
the ship guns and those in the works of Sebas-
topol.

Protected by a tremendous fire of shot, shell
and grape, the Russian columus advanced in
great force, requiring every effort of gallantry
on the part of troops to resist them.

At this time two battalions of French infan-
try, which had on the first notice been cent by
General Bosquet, joined our right, and very
materially contributed to the successtul resis-
tance to the attack, cheering with our men, and
charglog the enemy down the hill wath great
loss.

About the same time a determined assault
was made on our extreme left, and for a mo-!
ment the enemy possessed themselves of four |
of our %una, three of which were re-taken by |
the 88th, while the fourth was speedily ret'up'-i
turegt;)y the 77th, under Lieutenant-Colone!!

1.

In the opposite direction, the brigade of|

mbridge, was engaged in 2 severe conflict.

With great determination a smail redoubt which |

wing of the 20th regiment of the 4th division,

had been constructed for two guns, but was not! Among the killed your grace, is the names | down the quarry ravine, o turn downthe right
armed. The combat was most arduous, and |of Lieutenant-General the Hon. Sir G. Catheart | flank of our position.
Bngad\ier-general Strangways, and Brigadier-ge-
neral Goldie,

the brigade, after displaying the utmost steadi-
ness and gallantry, was obliged to retire before
very superior numbers, until supported by a

when they again advanced and re-took the

THE GLEANER. "

Of the services of the first it is almost unne-

ceasary to speik. They are known throughout
the British empire.

And have within a short

redoubt.

This ground was afterwards occ.:upied in
gallant style by French troops, and the guards
speedily reformed in rear of the: right flank of

the 2nd division.

In the meantime, Lieutenant-General the
Hon. Sir George Cathcart, with a few compa-
nies of the 68th Regiment, considering that he
might make a strong impression by descending
into the valley, and taking the enemy in _flank,
moved rapidily forward, but finding the heights
above him in full occupation of the Russians, he
suddenly discovered he was entangled with a
superior force, and while attempting to with-
draw his wen, he received a mortal wound,
shortly previous to which Brigadier-General
Torrens, when leading the 68th, was likewise

severely wounded.

Subsequently to this, the battle continued
with unabated vigorand with no positive result,
the enemy bringing uponour line not only the
fire of all their field batteries, but those in front
of the works of the place, and the ship guns,
until the forenoon, when the symptoms of giving
way first became apparent ; and shortly after,
although the fire did not cease, the retreat be-
came general, and heavy masses were observed,
retiring over the bridge of the Inkerman, and
ascending the opposite heights, abandoning the
field of hattle, five or six thousand dead and
wounded, multitudes of the latter having already
: I never before wit-
nessed such a spectacle as the field presented;

been carried off by them.

but upon this I will not dwell.

Having submitted to your grace this imper-
fect discription of this most ‘severe battle, 1
have still two duties to discharge—the one most
gratifying, the last, most painful to my feeliugs.

1 have the greatest satisfaction in drawing
your grace’s attention to the brilliant conduct
of the allied troops. The French and English
vied with each other in displaying their gallan-
try and manifesting their zealous devction to
duty, notwithstrnding that they had to contend
agast an infinitely superior force, and were ex-
posed for many hours to a most galling fire.
It should be borne in mind that they have
daily undergone the most constant labour, and
that many of them passed the previous night in
the trenches.

1 will not attempt to enter into the detail of
the movements of the French troops, lest I

should not state them correctly, but Iam
of the epportunity of bearing testimony te

valour and energetic services, and of payviy
tribute of admiration, to the distinguished con-
duct of their immediate commander, Gen
Bosquet, while it is ina high degree pleasing ¢
me to place upon record my deep sense of the
valuablz assistance 1 received from the Com-
mander-in-cheif, General Caurobert, who was
on the ground and in constant communication
with me, and whose cordial- co-operation on all

occasions, I cannot too highly extol.

Your grace will recolleet that he was wound-
He' was agamn wounded on
the 5th, but I should hope that he will not long

ed at the Alma.

feel the effects of it.

Iwillin a subsequent despateh lay before your
grace the names of the officers whose ser-
T will
not detain the mail for that purpose now, but I
connot delay to report the admirable behavior
1 Sir George Brown, who
was unfortunately shot through the arm, but is
doing well; of Lieutenant general his Royal
ridgh, who particu-
; and of Major-ge
ral Pennefather, in command of the second di-
vision, which received: the first attack, and gal-
Iantly maintained itsélfundérthe greatest diffi-
culties throughout” this protricted conflict; of
Major-general Bentinck, wha is severely wound-

vices have been brought to my noticd.

of Lieutenant-ger

Highuess the Duke of C
larly distinguiseed hine

r-ge

e

Ve

I must likewise ‘express my oblizations to
Lieuvenant-general +Sig Richard England, for
 the excelent disposition he made of his divisions,
istancé he rendered to the left ef the
n, where Brigadier general Sir John
Campbell was judicioucly piaced and. effectively
supported Mejor-general Codrington; and I
have great pleasure in stating that Brigadier-

and the as
light div

; Major-general Codrington, . Brigadier-gene-
Adams and Brigadier-general Torrens, who
are severely wounded aud. Brigadier-general
Buller, who isalso wotinded; but not so severe-

space of time been brought conspicously before
the country by his achievements at the Cape of
Good Hope, whence he had only returnea when
he was ordered to thisarmy.

By his death Her Majesty has peen deprived
of a most devoted servant, an officer of the high-
est merit, while I personally haveto deplore the
loss of an attached and faithful friend.

Brigadier-general Strangways was known o
nave distinguished himself in early life, and in
mature age throughout a long service he main-
tained the same character. ;

The mode in which he' had conducted the
command of tha artilery, siace it was placed in
s hands by the departure, through illness, of
Major General Cator, is entitled to my entire
approbation, and was equally agrecable to those
who were confided to his care.

Brigadier General Goldie was an officer of
considerable promise, and gave great satisfaction
to those under whom he served.

1t is difficuit to arrive av any positive conclu-
sion as to the actual numbers brought into the
field by the enemy. The  configuration of the
ground did not admit of any development of
their force—the attack consisting of “repeated
assaults in heavy masses of columas; but judg-
ing from the numbers that were seen in the
plains after they had withdrawn in retreat, I
am led to suppose that they could not have been
less than 60,000 men. '"Their loss was exces-
ive and it is caleulated that they left on the tield
near 5000 dead, and that their casualities
amount in the whole, in killed, wounded, and
prissners, to not less than 15,000,

Your grace will be surprised to learn that the
number of Bjitish troops actually engaged little
exceeded S000 men, while those of General
Bosquet’s division only amounted to 6080, the
remaining available French troops on the spot
having been kept in reserve. :

I vugnt to mention, that while the enemy
was attacking our right they assailed the left
of the French trenches, and actually got into
two of their batferies; but they were quickly
driven out in the most gallant manner with con-
siderable loss, and hotly pursued to the very
walls of Sebastopol.

I have, &c.,
Racran.

His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, &c.

From the Speeial Correspondent of the Illustra-
ted l.ondon News,

The 5th of Noveriber will be" memorable, in

i iniv ; of the hardest-fought
h place for many years. It
commenced at daybreak on Sunday-—a favourite
day with the Russians, who pretend the Divine
right is on their side, and who persuade their
soidiers that the Sabbath is propitious, experi-
ence not having taught the latter the vanity of
the pretence. Oltenitza, it is true, might have
been borne in mind, as a proof that victory is
net always attendant on those who, for the sa-
tisfaciion of one man’s pride, break through Di-
vine command, which makes that day a day of
rest ; but Russian soldiers are not supposed tg
reason, and so the pretence goes down. The
dawn broke in upon a damp and miscy morning,
wken the action commenced. A heavy gloom
covered the spurs on the right and front of our
position—the mist rolling slowly down their
sides into the vales, and up again upon the hills
which overlook Sebastopoland the ruins of In-
kerman. During the nmght a heavy noise, as of
carts moving into the besieged town, met the
ears of the advanced pickets; but our officers
were unable to conjecture, from the noise, that
danger threatened them so searly. The noise
was that of 50,060 Russians moving up with
guns and ammunition—carts to a position in
front of our right. Heavy 24 and 32-pounders
were inthe train,and the masses of the enemy
moved so silent y that they caused us no alarm,
The attack commenced as the light .".(?peared.
On our lelt, skirtinga ravine which leads to Se-
bastopol, were pickets of the 47th, under Major
Fordyce; and of the 41st, under Capt. Row-
lands and Lieut. Fitzroy.. 'The first announce-
ment to them of the enemy’s approach was a
sharp fire from the sentries along the front.—
'The companies on moving out, fyuad  themsel-
ves instantly opposed by columns, when the{
expected to meet but skirmishers; and though

general Eyre was ‘employed in” the importart i they maintained a bold attitude, they were for-

ducy of guarding the trenches from any assault

from the town. , «4

i

]ced to retire before the Leavy masses of the ene-
{ my advancing with irresistable force. Our pick-

Lieutenant-general” Sir de'Lacy Evans, who
had been obliged by *severe ndisposition to go
ou board ship 2 few days previously. left his bed
as soonas he received intelligence of the attack
and was promptly at his post; and though he

fall back.

roy were b
2 their groun
did not feel” well ienough toitake the command | yhich the Russia

ets whilst retiring, c'narged repeatediy with the

bayonet, causing the Russizns in the front to
Captain Rowlands and Lieut. I'itz- sk
I

th wounded in their efforts to hold
vinst the enemy. 'The position
1s had assumed, was the same

of the division ontof the hands of Major-gent-|ag'that from which they were expelled in the

ral Pennefuther, he did not fail to give him his! afiir of

best advice and assistance.

the 26th October:

Their columns!

. : It is deeply distressing tome to have to sub-
md‘ y under bis royal highness the Duke of it to your grace-the list 'of the killed, wound-
{'ed, and ‘missing-on this memomble occasion.—

The enemy under cover of thick brush-wood |1t is indeed heavy, and very many valuable offi-
advanced in two heavy: bodies, and assaulted |cers and men have been Jost to her Mejesty’s

service,

moved simuitanepusly—their right extending
to the ravine already mentioned, their centre
on * Shell Hill, and their left up the main Se-
bastopol road.  Whilst our pickets were driven
in by the Russianright,those of the centre
were forced baek ‘upon the barrier on the Sebas-
rtopol road, anda strong Russian force doubled

l

i right of the enemy.

The heavy guns, which
had taken up & position during the night on the
extreme right of the Kusisan position,
and  poured in almost immediately a hot fire
of shot and shell upon the camp of the Second
Division. The troops had barely had time to
form when the fire commenced. The greater
part of the tents were struck with great speed
and the various regiments of the division mov-
ed up in haste to support its picket. The ere-
my had made great progrevs at this time, how-
ever. Their guns had moved to the brow of
¢ Skell Hill, and weae pouring ina destruc-
tive fire upon the advance of our men ; whilss
our artillery, which had hastily taken a_position
opposite them, were enable to eope, either of in
weight of metal orin number, with the large
artd numerous train of the Russians. The ene-7"
my, therefore, gradually drove us back from
the barrier on &rg Sebastopol road, from the
spur on our right, and from that on our lefk.
They did not do so, however, without heavy
loss. As fastas the various regiments came up
from the First, Fourth and Light Divisions te
reinforce the Second companies, were attached
to the divers points where they were required
and this caused considerable confusion, by sepas
rating the cifferent portions of regiments from
each other. It isimpossible, for that reason, to
define with anyaccuracy the position of any de-
tailed portion of our force. They maintained a
determined front everywhere, The 88th, part
of the 49th, and companies from some other re-
giments, were commissioned ¢o hold the enemy
in check on the left; whilst, on' the right,
three companies of the 49th, part of the 41st
and 80th, and two companies of the Grenadier
Guards, advanced from the two-gun battery
against the enemy, and charged at them down
the hill. The Russian swerved from them but
continued their flank movement towards our
right. As they moved down the hill, Sir Geonge
Catheart, conspicuous by his dress, and the
Guards by their bearskins, became a sure mari
for the enemy. The Russians, however grave
way in front, but graduaily closed in upon our
right and in a few minutes outflanked us.  Our
men, by this time, had most of them expended
their ammunirion, and they found themselves
in the dreadful position of charging back up the
hill to cat through the enemy who had out-
tlanked them and obtained possession of the
two-gun batiery vehind.  Lukily for us the work’
had been disarmed o few duys previously.  Sir
George Cathieart and many other brave officers
fell at this unlucky time, but our men used the
cold steel with vigour, and they were cutting
their way up when they caught sight  of Gene-
ral Bosquet moving with a regiment of Turcos
and one of Zouaves upon the battery whith the
Russians then held. The assistance of the
' French had not been timely only here, but had
been of the utmost consequence in other parts
of the field, ilst Bir George Catheart
charged upon our right, the long lne of Eng-
lish infantry which formed eur céntre had been
strengthened and was heating bick the Rue-
sians along the whole front.” Qur artille
which had been reinforeed from the othur divi-
sions kept up a heavier fire and the enemy quail-
ed everywhere at our advance, But when our
right flank was turned, the effert was instantly
feltat the centre. Fresh columns of Russians
poured in to fill the space left by those which
had been beaten back, and on alt sides our line
began to retire. ithstanding repeated

Notwi
charges at them, by which they were but partial-
ly and momentarily checked, the Russiang
poured an enormous column up the Sepostopol
road, und reached the crest of the hillabove the
camp of the Second Division.

They formed a dense and compact mass, ir-
resistible in weight wherever it struck, but slow
and inext enoug’h in motion.  Our retreating
companics retiring before this column, were
formed up in line amongst the struck tents of
30th Regiment, and not 30 yards from the ene-
my. At the word of command they moved
with left shoulders forward, and took the ad-
vancing Russians in flank ; whilst opportunely,
at the same instant, the ¥rench Light Infantry
furiously attacked their front. The French had
just come up running.  They were in the act
of Tormation, and it required all the energy of
their Colonel, and the efforts of Captain Glaz-
brook and Gubbins, of General Evans's staff, to
bring them up in time. ''hey charged,in spite
of their confusion, in gallant style, pouring in a
deadly file fire in frout, whilst our lLine pourerd
in an equally deadly one in flank, and our artil-
lery threw a volley of grape into the midst of

shower, and fairly ran, Jeaving the ground strew-
ed with the dead and dying.  French artillery
eame up to our assistance at the same moment,
and the Gth Regiment of Infantry joined the
7th Light, the Zouvaves, and Turcos in the on-
laught, headed by General Bosquet, who had
by this time cleared the two-gun batiery on the
‘This grand effort of the
Russians was beaten back at balf-past nine in
the morning, up to \v}1§ch‘hm? the British had
thus been keeping in cheek with their compara-
tively small force,no less than 50,000 men, with
si:\'ty' heavy field pk'ClC?‘.‘ But, though they
had received a severe check, the enemy retired
very slowly from the field ; and they even suc-
ceeded in o second flanking movement against
General Bosquet’s division,  This bold officer
after having re-taken the two-gun battery, and

them. The Russians withered away before the
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