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unooneciously, met and attended by an un-
seen supernatural Power.

When the door of the room closed behind
her, it seemed to its inmates as if the few
lingering hopes yet left to them had sudden-
ly vanished, and angle-like, were hovering
around the retreating form of the girl, as if
for the purpose of ministering succour and
cheer in the loving ‘errand on which she
epoeded.

For a long season after the sound of her
footsteps had ceased, no voice essayed to break
the suspensive silenee that ensued; every
heart was busy communing with its own
gloomy forebodings, until at length the un-
quiet phantasms ot their brain seemed to as-
sume shape and substance before their eyes ;
and a da.ri, shadowy, menacing form began
to frown awfully upon them, from the fireless
grate, from the foodiess cupboard, from the
midst of the ruined loom, from the desolate
walls, and from out the obscure corners of that
wratched lair.  Whether this terrible appa-
ration was anything more than the projected
shadow of their own black thoughts, we can.
not andertake to say. Whether they could
have given it any recognisable natne we know
not ; for convenience, theo we will designate
it the SPIRIT or Desparr.

(To be continued.)
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From Hogg's Instructor, for January.
RUSSIAN SHORES OF THE
BLACK ©SBHA.

Tae work that bears this title has appear-
ed/most opportunely. Mr Oliphant, the au-
thor of it. is not a young and unfledged tra-
veller. He has traversed other portions of
the earth; and has published at least one
book of travels before, namely, * A Journey
to Nepaul.’ - He isa good observer ; and, from
what he secs and hears, deduces conclusions
which we eannot but think both discrimina-
ting and sound. Oa Russia and Russian af-
tairs there prevail at prescut varied and con-
tradictory reports; this work will go far to
carrect thoss erroneous impressions, especial-
Iy inregard to ber military and naval power.
We wish to give our readers the means of
Judging for themselves, and sball, therefore,
extract freely from the volume. -

Mr Oliphant started from St. Peteraburgh.
of which eity he records nothing that calls
for particular notice. Nor dees anything
transpire in the journey to Moscow on whicn
we may dwell. Railways in Russia, it is ob-
vious from our author’s experience have room
for greatimprovement ; aud we opine he is
not far from the truth, when he assets that
they are chiefly intended by the Autocrat for
the upeedg transmission of troops, and not ei-
ther for the purposes of travelling or com-
merea.  Waell, it is some consolaiion to the
friends of liberty, and good government, and
social progress, to know that railroads and
steambouts are incompatible with the p-rma-
nent existence of despotism. They shall yet
work immense changesin this rude and semi-
barbarous empire. The journey of four hun-
dred and fifty miles was completed in twenty
two hours, through a country tame and unin-
teresting.

Arrived at Moscow ; and, after renovating

themselves, Mr Oliphantand his travelling |

companion were in a condition to commence
o survey of the town ; accordingly they salli-
ed forth to delight their eyes with the lovely
and unique views from the Kremlin, and to
explore the wonders of its far-fawed pre-
cincis.

‘I was puzzled to decide which was the
most striking—the prospect stretching before
s a3 we stood upon the terraca under the sha-
dow of the greas bell, in which green TOO13
and tapering steeples, or ghded domes and

is more than cau be said of many of the con-
veysnees between towns of even greater im-
portsnce. 1t occupies two days and two
nights. This part of the country was much
more irteresting than that which stretched
between St~ Petersburgh and Moscow. The
road passed through whole seas of oats and
buckwheat, than over tracts of pasture, on
which were scatered large herds of cattle, and
through which meandered considerable
streams, and then finally plunged into a vast
expanse of pine forest, thence again to
emerge apon fresh fields. Villages, built of
wood, with the houses detached and rudely
ornamented, and the church with its green
cupolas oceupying the centre, oceurred at in-
tervals of eight or ten miles. Still the scene
is rather monotonous ; and it was’ with joy-
ous feelings that they caught the first glimpse
of Nijni, with its golden domes ylittering in
the first ray of sunshine that t hey had re-
joiced in for many days.

¢ The terrace on the summit of the hill over-
hanging the Volga, onr which the town of
Nijui is situated, commands a most singular
and interesting view of the fair and the two
rivers, upon which a swarm of human beings
seems to have hived, whose dwellings, aqua-
tic and terrestrial, cover both land and wa-
ter for a considerable distance. Immediately
below us was the crowded bridge of boats;
while from the tops of handreds of masts, on
sach side of it, fluttered vanes, and often gay-
coloured flags. At the junction of the Oka
and Volga, were werehouses and primitive-
looking temporary wharves, near which, how-
ever, were six or eight business-like steamers
and loaded barges; on the low flat beyond,
one hundred and fifty thousand people, crow-
ded into the smallest possible space, ply their
avocations. This human hive 13 only in exis-
tence six weeks in the year, during which
time it is visited by upwards of three hundred
thousand people. The town of Nijniis inter-
esting, chiefly, from its position on the brow
of an abrupt hill, ina country where hills of
any sort are scarce, and from its containing
a genuine old Kremlin, and a few handsome
churches. The hill is composed of sofs clay
soil, which has been run into gullies and ra-
vines, rugged and abrupt enough to give a
wild character to the scene ; while the thick
wood which clothed the steep bank, and from
which pretty sottages peep ous, softens it into
one of great beanty.

‘ To us, as strangers, the earnest, business-
like appearance of the people was especially
striking. There was evidently no time to be
lost in merry-go-rounds or penny-shows.—
Here fortunes were to be lost or won in a
few short weeks. The rich merchant bad
brought valuable wares {from distant lands at
an enormvus expense; the poor pedler had
trudged many a weary mile with his heavy
paek : both had staked their all on the results
of their transactions in the allotted time, and
were in no humour to trifie with it. It had
evidently never struck them that Nijui fair
was a place to which people would resort oi-
ther for pleasure or instruction, or for any-
thing but gold; and cert.inly, interesting
though it was, some such motive as the last
would be reqaired tv induce a secoad visit —
The tair is held ona low sundy spot. of land.
tormed by the junction of the Okws and the
Volga, and which is subject to eonstant inun.
dation in winte . The substantial part ofis,
inhabited by the wealthy merchants, is arran-
ged in twelve parallel streets, composed of
neat iwo-storeyed brick houses, the lower part
forming the shops and warehouses, which are
protected by eovered varandabs. EKach street
tarminates at one end in a pagoda, indicating
the Chinese quarter; while at the other it is
conuected with a square, where the governor’s
house and public offices are situated. This

star-spankled oupelas, met the eve on every | respectable nucleus is encompassed by a deep
. et | .59

sido—while the rive
ture
distaut provinces, fluwed smoothly et our
faot : or whether, whilss leaning agamst the
parapat of the wooden bridge beneath. and
KAZINE UDWALAS At the confysed mass of build-
ings enclosed by the quaint old tarretted
wall, [ wasnot still more fasginated with that
vast assemblage of cathedrals and pniaces.
Here were the Tembunts of 4 Larbaric age,
which had escaped an alugs universal des-
trustion. mingled With the elabyrate produc-
tions of modern art il unfinished. iy style
and architecture &0 Btrangely dissimiliar
vet here placed sida by side,
to bear as much aflinity to one anothier sy 4}
Taj and the Tuileries ; the whole, neverthe.
less. 8o happily grouped that the combinagjon
far from teaving any P'-”'r“l Mpression on
the mind from its singularity, seemed abgg.
lutely necessarry to the composition of 4 pic-
ture altogether unrivaled 1n 1ts novelty.:
Though toe streets and venicles of Mog.
Cowjurs, if possiple, more execrabls than
thoss of St Petersburgh, and the former far
leas handsome, the city iteeif is much more
lnteresting than the modern metropolis. Ouy
travellers did not make a long stay bere, bug
pushed on ty Nijui Novgorod, where the
great annual fair in Russia- was been held.
[hers is o railroad in this eentre of cow-
meroe (another illust
apinion) ; bug the
& dilligeuce, room

lia

y sud comfortuble, which

whila seemipg |
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¢ spanned by two pie- | ;mru;r.oflr:empiorz{y \r\oodenfhu‘l::r llull‘mbued
H o L aserhe 7 g .
$9ue bridges, all covered with boats from | DY 0 indescribable swarm of ragged Cartars,

| Teboavasses, Kirghees, and Calmucks, besides
the peasantry of the neighbourhood, who fre-
quent the fair with provisions, fruit, aud all
sorts of farm and country produce. A long
bridge of boats across the Oka connects this
busy peninsula with the hill on which is si-
tuated the town of Nijni, commanding an ex
tensive view of the wuole scene.

Both rivers are covered with every ameceiv-
able shape and description of hoat and barge ;
| some fpom the distant Caspian, laden with
| ironware, Persian shawls, Georgiun carpets,
and Buckhariao skins, or dried fruits | these
vessels of square, unwieldy constructjon. are
{ elaborately painted and ornamented, and on
| their decks are erected curious wooden babi
tations {rom the peaked roofs of which flut-
ter gaudy flags, while out of the carved win-
dow paep Eastern maidens. Others rud? and
strongly built, have come down the Kama
with diberian iron or tea ; while the more ci-
vilised appearance of a few denotes Lhn!r
Western origin, an these have threaded th.clr
{ way from the shores of ths Bultic, laden with
the munufactured goods of Europe. On board
this singular mixture of craft, is found as
!singular a mixture of inhabitants, whole fa-
{milies coming from their distant homes to
i take some share in what —now that the Ex-

ration of our aulhor:‘sihxhixiuu oxists mo longer in that capacity— (it s that waich is most veled which is
journey is performed in may resume its old title of the Worla's Feir. | moss beautiful.

Having uow reached the Volga, down which

magnificient river Mr Oliphant and his com-
panion resolved to sail, after a stay of five
days at Nijni, they embarked on board the
Volga Steam Navigation Company's steam-
tug Samson, bound for Astrakhan.  As they
were subjected to vexatious delays, because
of the government officials requiring some
-considerable time to-draw in the bribes whick
they invariably receive, we shall pause the
meanwhile, and take a rapid survey of the
moral condition of the people, and especially
of the government employes. 'The system of
corruption reigns in all departments; and
government officials, from the lowest to the
highest, are tainted by its debasing influence.
Individual eases there may be where the hands
are pure, but these are rarein the extreme.—
By and by we shall make the reader acquaint-
ed with one such; but his purity will only
make the corruption of all around him the
more dark and damnable. 1t i8, of course,
quite impossible even to imagine the deplora-
ble condition o which the body of the people
is reduced. All above them are corrupt ; all
around them are untruthful, deceptive, and
debased. Thoy must stand low in vthe moral
scale. Some state reasons may operate to
keep the people ignorant and enslaved ; but
what confidence can be placed in a population
abjeet and brutalised? Let them get a
glimpse of the dignity of their nature, and
the rights which God willsthem to enjoy, and
how will it fare with their masters? Letthe
epirit of antagenism be fairly roused hetween
Liberty and Despotism, as some day it will,
and they will be found but a poor defence.

Our first extract is general :~~

Nothing bears looking into in Russia, from
a metropolis to a police-office ; in either case,
a slight acquaintanceship is sufficient ; and
first impressions should never he dispelled by
a two minute inspection. No statement
should be questioned, however preposterous
where the credit of the country is involved ;
and no assertion relied upon, even though it
be a gratuituous piece of information—such
Aas, that there is a diligence to the next town
or an inn in the next street. There is a sin-
gular difficulty in getting at the truth, proba-
bly originating with subordinate officials,
whose duty it scoms to be to deceive you, and
whose support is derived from  bribes which
you give them for their information. What-
ever may be the cause, the effect certainly is,
that a most mysterious secrecy p;evades every-
thing; and an anxious desire is always vi-
sible to produce an impression totally at va-
riance with the real state of the case.’

The second extract refers to the population
found on the banks of the Volga :-—

* Whatever may be the morals of the pea-
santry in remote districts, those living in
the towns and villages on the Volgu are more
degraded in their habits tban any other peo-
ple amongst whom I have travelled ; and they
can hardly be said to disregard, since they
have never been acquainted with, the ordina-
ry decencies of life. What better result can
indeed be expected from a sysiem by which
the upper clusses are wealthy in proporiion
to the number of surfS possessed by each pro-
prietor 7 The rapid increase of the popula-
tion in noless an ohject with the private self-
uwaer, than the extensive consumption of ar-
dent spirits is desired by the goveynment.—
Thbus each vice is privileged with especial pa-
tronage. Marriages, in the Russian senee of
the term, are consummated atan early age,
and are arranged by the steward, without
consulting the parties —the lord's approval
alone being necessary. ‘Lhe price of u family
ranges (rom £25 to £40. Our captain had
tuken his wife on a lease of five yesrs, the
rent for that teym amounting to fifty rubles,
with the privilege of renewed at the expira-
| tion of it
(To be continued.)

DREAMS OF VWOUTI. s
Croups weave the summer into the season

of auwwumn and youth rises from’ dashed
hopes into the starure ofa man.

Well it is even =0, that the passionate
dreama of youth break up and wkher, Va-
! nity becomes tempered with wholesome pride,
land passion yields to theriper judgment of
manhood ; even as the August heats pass on
and over into the genial glow of a Septem-
hersua. 'I'hereis a strong to respect others.
The hardened tinners who now pollute the
tearth hy such misdeeds will, ere long, be cal-

led to their great accouut. Let England sce
| that the generations now rising do not fol-
[ tow in their foorsteps.

t

Dick, said a ¢ Hoosier’ one day to his com-
panion in asleigh-ride, * why don’t you tarn
that buffalo-skin t'other éide out? Don’t yea
know that the hair-side is the warmess ¥’

Bah! Tom, not a bit of it.’ was the reply :
‘ ‘doyou spose that the buffalo didn’t know
i how to wear it umself? How did he wear
{hishide? You gatout! T follow his plm !

MvysTgrv--In the beauty of form, or of mo-
ral character, or of the material ereation

Valleys are the mysteries

#th

Legislofine. Fews,

Extracts from the Journals.

Wednesday, 15th February.
ABSTRACT OF DUTIES COLLEGTED. | '

Dalhousie, £2,711 10 2
Bathurst, 1,688.12 7
Caraquet, 321 14 9
. Shippagan, 238 3 11
Miramichi, 9,846, 4 10
Richibueto, 2,286 16 2
Buctouche, 21211 &
Shediag, - 644 6 b

The Honorable Mr Street, by leave
Petition from the Justices of the Peace
ty of Northumberland, ra.yimi aid towards finish-
ing the Landing of tha Ferry Slips at and opposite
Chatham ; which he read. Ordered, that the said
d referred to the Committee
reon.

Thureday, 16th Frebruary.

Mr Read by leave, presented a Petition from John
Ferguson, John Meaban, G. and A. Smith, and
twenty five others, Merchants and Inhabitants ot
Bathurst, in the County of Gloucester, praying sid
towards erocting a Public Wharf at that place;
which he read. Ordered, that the said Petitﬂm be

received and referred to the Committee of Trade to
report thereon.

, presented &
for the Coun-

Petition be received an
of Trade to report the

Friday, 17th February.
Read a third time as engrossed, a Bill to in-

ingorporase the South West Byom Company. - Re~
solved, that toe Bill do pass. ’

Saturday, 18th February,

Read & sccond time, the follewing Bill, viz :—A
Bill to restrain certain provisions of the fifth Seo-
tion of an Act intituled “ An Act for the support of
the Civil Government of this Province,” and to make
%nh:;l provisions for the sale and diepceal of Timber

eithe.
Resolved,” that thers be granted to His Iixegi-
lency the Lieutenant Governor or Administrator of
the Government for the time being, £10,000 to-
wards the encouragement of Parish Schools, agrec-
ably to a Law of this Province.

To ‘tho Commissioners of Light Houses in’ tho
Gulf of St. Lawrence £——— o provide for the
Salary ot a Keeper for the yoar 1854 at the light
House on Poict Espuminad  This Resolution br?ng
sustained-—it was movéd—that the Blatk be filled
up with the sum of £35. And upon the uestion,
the Committe divided as follows :—Yeas 3 Nays
18. ‘Whereupon it was desided in the negative. A
moticn was then made to fill up the Blank with the
sam of £160. Avd upou the question, it was carried

in the afiirmative, and the Blank to be filled up witk
at suwm.

February 21.
Mr. Kerr, by leave, presented a Petition from
Ricbard Hutch sun, ox behaif of the Miramichi [m-
wmigration Society, praying that & Graunt may pass
to défray the expente uf sending a competent person
to the Mother Country, to diffuse correct informati-
on re«pacting the Province, and to ercourage Imu.i-
gration into the same ; which we 1ead. Ordered,
llhsn.he said Petition be received and lio on the Ta-
(3

°

Mr Kerr moved for Jeave to bring in 2 Bill to sa-
thorize the granting of Pertage lsland, in the Coun-
ty of Nortbumberlard, to the Juetices of the Pesce
for the ssid C unty, for public u-es. Lease grant-
ed. The said Bill being brought in was read a fizst

e,
Mr. Read moved.for Jeave to bring in a Bill to ee-
tablish Poliing plwoesin wbe County of (ilovcesior.—

Leuve granted. - Tae sard Bill being broughy in was
read a firsy time,

February 23,
Mr Johnson, by leave, presented & Pasition from
Joha M’Dougall, Alsxsader = Londeur, and RiXty
thres others, Merchants and other inh. bivar ts of M-
ramichi, in the County of Nortbumbe: land, proying
thatan Act may pass to prevent, Saw Dust and Miil
Rubbish frow being thrown into the Harbour ; which
he read. Ordered, Tuat the suid Pe ition be recei-
ved and referred 10 the Cowmmittee of Trade to re-
port thereon,

Mr Willistoq, by leave. presented a Petition, from
John Fracer, Alex nder M’Laggan, Richaid Hutch-
ison, Thomss C Allan, and Riebard Sutton, £iqrs ,
together with mxry five othors, of the Caunty or Nop-
thumbelard, praying that the present Liquos Law
may be repealed, and the former ore revived ; whih
he read  Ordered, That the said Potition be regeiv-
ed and lie on the Table.

Mr Whlliston, also by leave, presented a Petition
from the Justices ¢ithe Peaco for the County ef
Northumberiund, sevting forth the injurious «fsets
the pretent Liquor Law hashad in the said County,
and preying to bs reimbursed for loss sustained by
the o eration thereof; which ke read. Ordered,
That the suid Potition be received aud lie on tue
Table.

4 February 2.
Mr Kerr, by leave, presented a Petition from
Churles L. Hawbolt, Henry Canard, W. J. Fraser,
wond three huadred and seventy others, Merchants
andother inhabitants of the County of Nerthumlsnd,
praying the appeal of the prerent Liquor Law, ane
the revival of the old Licence Law ; which he read
Ordered, That the said Potition bsreceived znd lis
on the Table.

Mr Botsford, by leave, precentrd a Petition from
the Northumberland Straits Fishing Company, pray-
ing for a farther amendwent in their Aet of Inecor-
noration ; which his yead. Ordered. that the said
Petition be received and Jie on the Table. Me Bota-
ford moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend an
Aot intituled “ An Act to incorporute the Northum-
berland Straits ki g Company.” Leave granted.
l‘ho said B.ll being brought in was read a first
tima

Me Catler, hy ‘leave, presented a Petition frowm
John Coates, ﬁseph Dobe ty, Meracious Akinto,
und twen y gix othe.s, Myl owners and Lumber-
en, at Buctouche, in the County of Keut, prayirg
Liegislativo interforence with the exiitir g wonope
hes of Timber Berths in the said County ; which bo
roud  Ordersd  that the said Petition be jeceived
und lio on the Table.
> Febroary 24

Op motion of Mr Catler, Resolved. thus an huwm-
hle Addres bo presenied to Ilis lizeelleney the
Lieutepant Governor, praying that Ilis Excelienoy
will he pleased to dircov the Clerk of the Peace for
the County of Kent, to furnish with as little delay
u8 p-saible, Copies of all Returns or Awards frow
Juries selectod to investigate any Iload in Dosdos,

}n the said County, together with all orders for a#

rogsiaent theleon, gircs the first day of Janaary 185%.
Ocdered, that Me Catler, Me M Phclim, and Mg
Pickard, be s Committeo to wait upsn Lis Exoci-

of landscapes — Lamartine.

leney with the Address.



