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AMBRICAN IIUIIOR.

“ The pious Editor’s Creed” is a tefribie
satire-on Yankee Politics—more severe than
any thing that old country writers have yet said
of them. Parson Wilbur is disposed to derive
the name of Editor not so much from edo. to
i)ublish, asfrom edo, to eat, that being the pecu-

lar profession to which the American Editor
esteems himself called.” “He blows up the
flames of pelitical discord for no other occasion
than that he may thereby handily boil his own
pot. Nine hundred and ninety-nine out of the
thouseand labor to impress upon the people the
great principles of 7weedledum, and nine hun-
dred and ninety-nine out of the thousand preach
with equal earnestness the gospel according to
Tweedledee.” " Here are a few extracts from
¢ The Pious Editor’s Creed :"—

I du believe in Freedom’s cause,
Ez fur ez Paris is;

I love to see her stiek her claws
In them infarnal Pharisees,

It’s wall enough agin a king,
To dror resoves and triggers,—

But libberty’s a kind o’ thing
That don’t agree with niggers..

I du believe the people wunt
I tax on teas an’icoffees,
That nothin’ aint extravygunt,—
Pervidin T'm in office ;
Ter I hev loved my country sence :
. My eye-teeth filled their sockets,
An Uncle Sam I reverence,
s Dartic’larly his pockets.

I du believe it’s wise an’ good
To sen’ out furrin missions,
Thet is, on sartin onderstood
An’ orthydox conditions ;— p
I mean nine thousan’ dells. per ann.,
Nine thousan’ more fer outfit,
An’ me to recommend a man
The place ’ould jest about fit.

T du believe in special ways
O’ prayin’ an’ convartin’;
The bread comes back in many days,
An’ buttered too, for sartin;
Imean in preyin’ till one busts
On wut the party cheoses,
An’ in convartin public trusts
"To very privit uses.

’
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I du believe with all my soul
In the great Press's freedom,
To pint the people to the gaol,
An’ in the traces lead ’em
Palsied the arm that forges yokes
At my fat contracts squintin’,
An’ withered be the nose that polkes
Into the gov’nment priatin’ |
~

I du believe in prayer an’ praise
To him that has the grantin’
O’ johs—in every thin’ that pays,
. But most of all in CANTIN;
This doth my cup with marcies fill,
This lays all thouglts of sin to rest,
I don’t believe in princerple,
But O, I vy in interest.

I du believe in bein’ this,
Or that, ez it may happen
One way or t'other hendiest, is
To ketch the people nappin’;
It aint by principles nor men
My president course is steadied,—
A scent which paya the best, an’ them
Go into it baid-headed.
I du believe wutever trash ks
Il keep the people in blindness,—
Thet we the Mexicans cap thrash
. Right inter brotherly kindness ;
Thet bombshells, grape, an’ powder 'n ball
Alr good-will's strongest magnets,
Thet peace, to malke it stick at all.
1UST BE DRUY IN WITH BAGNETS.

In short, I firmly du believe
In Humbug generally,
Fer it’s a thing that I perceive
To hey » solid volly ;
This heth my faithful shepherd ben,

_lactions we propose to cite, and whith we will

casual meetings of hostile vessels, and is literal-
ly.a ship duel. Oaly twé notable engagements
of this description, to the best of our knowledge,
have occurred within the lastesixty years. In
both cases, English captains were the chal-
lengers—their antagonists being respectively
Yrench and Americans.  For our own part, we
are 8o much interested by a spirited narrative
of a well-fought single ship action, asby one ofa
regular baitle on a grand scale between large
flieets. Take up any popular account of the
battle of St. Vincent, or the Nile, or Trafalgar,
and—unless you bappen to be a proffessional
man, well read in John Clerk of Eldin’s Naval
Tactics, and able to appreciate and eriticise
every manceuvre—the probability is, that long
ere the engagement is brought to a triummphant
conclusion, you grow rather confused, and final-
ly lay down the ook with a hazy sort of con-
ception that it was a very;kﬁ?.lhnt and terrible
battle, won by British skill and valour—and
that is all you know and understand. But in
reading about a single ship action you can con-
centrate your attention better ; and although
you may hardly know the jih-boom from the
spanker-boom, you can. form a tolerably correct
idea of the progress of the fight, and of the ef-
fect of each change of position, and the materi-
al damage and loss on the part of the respective
ships. Our limits well permit us to give only
brief and condensed sketehes of the remarkable

preface by a few general remarks.

In all naval battles; and especially in actions
between single ships, it has ever been held a
consideradle advantage to obtain the weather-
gage at the commencement, and if possible, to
retain it througout the engagement. Of course
this is by no means so important where steaifi-
ships of war are engaged, as they can change
their positions at pleasure ; but no ranged bat-
tle has. up to tg.ls period oceurred between
steamers, although it is highly probable that we
shall hear of several during the present war.—
The advantages of securing the weather-gage—
that is, ‘being to'windward of the antagonist—
are various. It enables a ship of saling
qualities to defer engaging, or to lump
down on the enemy at once, at option. Mere-
over, if the enemy discharge their broadsides at
-2 medium range, the weather-ship’s side is less
exposed, while the leeward-ship’s is more ex-
posed to shot than would be the case were they
respectively in any otheér position ; and should
they go about on a fresh tack, the shot holes of
the former wili be clear of the water, while those
of she Iatter will possibly prove dangerous leaks.
Againg the windward-ship can bear up and rake
—that is, stand athwart the bow or stern of her
adversary, and discharge in succession all the
breadside gums, so as to sweep the upper deck
from end to end, or desperately dawmage the
stern, the weakest portion of a ship.  As soon
le vessels come in sight of "each other,

cats to quarters, and the crew pre-
pare for action. 'The tackles of the guns are
overhauled ; the tompions withdrawn ; shot of
all descriptions placed ready for use ;and the
magazines opened by the gunner and his crew,
vho makes ready to serve out cartridges. The
wter prepares his plugs for'shot holes and
hes for wounded spars, rigs the pumps to
prepore for & leak, &c. ; the bulk-heads are
knocked down, or Jxiced up to the beams, as the
case may bej the great cabins ate unceremoni-
ously*cieared of the ofhicers’ furniture, &c. ;and
fore and aft, is' putin fighting order.
lispossess the midshipmen of the
¢ convivial table is spread
p%, plasters, and amputa-
n Sickening array. The
great iron-bound
caps,and have stuck pistels in their belts, and
hold a keen eutlass or 2 glittering tomahawk in
hand ; the marines are diawn up on the quarter-
deck and poop, with ball-cariridges in their
boxes ; the clews of the sails have been stop-
pered; and, lest the ties should be shot away,
the yards are hung in chains, Many other
preparations are made.; and in a properly disci-
plined ship, everything is done without confusion,
and in a space of time amazingly short.

Every man and boy capable of duty is at his
post; and when an action is imminent, British
tars on the Doctor’s list have frequentiy been
known to drag their languid lintbs from the

Wi B
ting instran 1
boarders bave put ow th

sick-bay, to give what help they are able to
ficht Old England’s Battle, the spectacle of a :
ship cleared for action, with the crew at quar- |
ters, silent and motionless as their grim guns, |
is one of the most Impressive in the world.— |
It is at once terrible and strangely exciting— |
something never to be forgotten by whoever has |
witnessed it. Your blood thrills in every vein, |
and your heart throbs heroically s you glane i

There is nothing like it—nothing to con‘.pnrebi thinks safest from interruption from British

toit. Whatareall the sive or vevas Cempe-,

rewrs to the British hurra ringing through the
port-holes of a three-decker ? :

But we must now to eur special theme. To-
wards the end of July 1793, the British 32-gun
frigate Boston, Captain Courtenay, cruised off
New York on the look-out for the French 36-
gun frigate Embuscade, Captain Bompart, a fri-
gate which had inflicted immencé loss on our
commerce by captuying scores of merchant ves-
sels. It bappened that the French Captain mis-
took the British frigate for a consort of his own
and sent his first oificer in a boat with twelve
mwen to communicate some orders, under this
erroneous impression. ‘The officer seems to
lave been more mistrustful, or more prudent,
than his superior, for he paused on s way to
question en American pilot-boat. The pilot as-
sured him that the stranger was ventatly a
French ship— having really been d ceiyed him-
selfby a stratagem of Captain Courtenay, who
caused some of his officers to talk together in
French when the pilot boat was within hearing.
So the Embuscade’s boat rowed confidently
alongside the Boston, and of course were made
prisoners. - Captain Courtenay told the captured
lieutenant, that he particularly wished to fight
the Embuscade, and would challenge her captain
to exchange broadsides. The lieutenant replied
that the Embuscade would accept the challenge
if he was allowed to write to Captain Bompart
by the pilot-boat. To this proposal, the Bri-
tish Captain assented, and sent his challenge by
a verbal message, 10 be delivered by the pilof.
The latter, howe’er, sexupled ta deliver-it, but
had a writen copy forthwith posted in a coffee-
house of the city’; and thus it soon reached Capt.
Bompart, who promptly accepted the cartel
and put to sea. Karly on the morning of the
31sr, the antagonists met, and the battle com-
menced soon after 5 A. M. The British Captain
and his lieutenant of marines were killed with
the same cannon-ball, about 6 A. M.; and,the
two lieutenants of the frigate were sent below
severely wounded. One of them came up again
when a little recovered, and gallantly continued
to fight'the ship, which, by 7 A. M., was so dis-
abled, as to be glad to stand away before the
wind, while the Embuscade, nearly as erippled,
stood after her for'a few miles, and then put
about tothe eastward, The result was a drawn
battle, gallantly fought on both sides. The
Boston had only about 200 men and boys on
board at the time, and of these she lost 10 kil-
led and 24 wounded. The Embuscade had a
erew of fully 300, and is said to have lost 5¢
killed and wounded. The king granted a pen-
sion of £500 to Captain Courtenay’s widow, and
£3€ pension to each of his children. '

The other frigate-action, resulting from a
challenge, is one of the most deservedly cele-
brated affairs in the annals of the navy.  Soon
after the commencement of the war with the
United States in 1812, the Americans succes-
sively captured the British frigates Guerriere,
Macedonian, and Java. Each of these vessels
was taken in single action by American frigates
—so0 named and classed, but in reality almost
line-of-battle ships, as regards scantling and
compliment ; or, as seamen said at the time,
sixty-foursin disguise, All sthe British ships
fought most gallantly, and surrendered only af-
ter a frightfl loss of men, and when their shat-
tered hulls were totally helpless and unmanage-
able. We need not hesitate to say, indeed,
that the defence of - the three British fngates
against greatly superior anta.onists, was at least
as honorable to them as the victory to the
Americans,  But their capiure caused un-
paralleled excitement both in Great Britain and
t America. The public did not then know how
déadly the odds had been : all they understood
was, that three. Britizh frigates had, in rapid
succession, been taken by American frigates ;
and they were ready to exclaim, that the prestige
of British invineibility at sea was gone forever;
and that the vigorous young navy of the United
States was more than & match for the veteran
nayy of Old England. It was obvious that
something miust be done to tum the seale in our
favour, and that something- was promptly done
in a brilliant style. Among the many brave and
able frigate commanders who burned to retrieve
the British name, was Captain P. B. V. Broke,
of the Shannon, 38-gun frigate—a ship well
disciplined, and in good fighting-trim. In
April, he cruised eff, Boston in company with
his consort, the Tenedos fiigate, Captain Par-
ker, watching the Amecrican frigates laying in
tbat port. Two of them, the Congress and Presi-
dent, managed to put to sea unintercepted ; but
the Constitution and the Chesapeake yet re-
mained, The former was under repairs, but

cruisers | he concludes his chivalrous challenge .
with the following magnanimous passage : * You
must, #ir, be aware that my proposals are
highly advantageous to you, as you cannot pro-
ceed to sea singly in the Chesapeak without im-
minent risk of being crushed by the superior
force of the numerous bsritish squadrons which
are nowavroad, where all your.etorts, in a case
of remcontre, would, however, gallant, be per-
feetly hopeless. 1 entreat you, sir, not to im-
agine that I am urged by mcre personal sanity
to the wish of meeting the Chesapeak, or that”
depend only upes vour p(‘rsona}d ambition {or
your acceding to this intitation; we have both
nobler motives. You will feel itas a compli-
ment if I say, that the result of our meeting
may be the most greatful service I can render
to my country; and I doubt net that you
equally confident of suceess, will feel eonvinced
that it is only by repeated triumphs in even
combat that your little navy can mow hope te
console your country for the loss of trade that
it cannot protect.  Favour me with a speody
re(pily. We are short of provisions and water,
and cannot stay long here.” A more extraor-
dinary and manly letter never was written. It
does honcur alike to the head and the heart of
the writer. On the 1st of June it was given
to Captain Slocym, a released prisoner, to de-
liver; and the Shannon then stood in close to
Boston, to wait the result.  About noon that
day, the Chesapeake fired a gun, and set her
sails. She was coming out to fight at last ! not,
however, in consequence of the letter, for Slo-.
cum was slow in coming, and had not yet de-
livered it, but. undoubtedly in consequence of
the verbal challenges. ~ She was accompanied
by numerous pleasure-boats, filled with pecple
eager to see the affair at a safe distance, and
flushed with anticipations of success. 73 his in-
deed, was thought to be so sure, that a grand
dinner is said to have been prepared at Boston,
to welcome the officers of the Chesapeak on
their expected return with the British trigate as
a prize.

A word ag to the comparative powers of the
antagonists. The Cheasapcake rated asa 86
gun trigate, but, mounted 25 on a broadside, dis-
charging 590, pounds Metal. Her tonnage was
1135; and her crew—alil very fine men—was
381 men and 6 boys, as sworn to by her survis
ving commanding officer. The Shannon’s broad-
side-guns were aiso 25, and the weight of metal
discharged by ther, 538 pounds; the crew, as
stated by Captain Broke himself, consisted of,
§ 300 men and seamen, boys, and passengers, who
were taken out of recaptured vessels iately.'—
Her tonnage was 1066. Thus' we see thatin
tonnage, weight of wmetal, and number of crew
the Chesapeake had ihe advantage. Neverthe-
less'we may term it a very fair match, all things
considered—and now for the result, Afier
some prelimenary manceuvring, the two frigutes
closed at about six leagues distance from Bos-
ton—the Cheasepeake having w large white flag
fiying at the fore, inscribed with the words
¢ Sailors Rights and Free Trade.” The crew of
the Shannon greeted this extraordinary symbol
with three hearty cheers. We shall not “detail
the fight itself, beyond saying that the Shannon
opened a tremendous fire from her double-shot-
ed guns; and the ships having come in contset,
Captain Broke boarded the Chesapeske with
only a*score of his men, and in four minutes
completely carried the ship. From the time
the first gun was fired to the hauling down of
the American colours and ‘the hoisting of the
British in their place, only fifteen minutes elaps-
ed! Just in the. moment of victory, Captuin
Brgke was treacherously assailed and severely
wournded by three Americans who had previous-
ly submitted, and then resumed theirv armns, Poor
Captain Lawrence of the Chesa peake was mor-
tally wounded: He was a,gallant officer, and
his death waa sincerely lamented by his gene-
rous minded conqueror. Many acts of individu-
al heroism oceured ;and brief as was the battie,
we may form some idea of the desperate valour
displayed on both sides, from the heavy.loss of
life mutually sustained. ‘I'he Shannon had 24
killed, including her first lieutenant, and 59
wounded. The Cheasepeake, according to the
American official account, 47 killed and 99
wounded—14 mortally; but her own surgeon
estimated the total killed and wounded at 160
to 170. We believe that such a frightful loss
—in the two frigates, 71 killed and nearly 206
wounded—hardly ever before occurred in o
bricl an engagement. Some of the English
seamen serving on board the Cheasepeake leap-
ed overboard when €Captain Broke boarded her.
Poor concience-stricken traitors! they could not
bear to fight hand-to-hand . ageinst their own

In pastures sweet hath led me,
An’ tﬁis "Il keep the people green
To teed ez they hev fed me.

countrymen. One of them, John Waters, was
a fine young fellow, who had deserted from the
Shanuon only a tew months betore.  Thirty-two
English seamen were serving in the Americun
frigate. 'What must their feell_ngrs have been
during the (ngagement P One circumstance de-
serves notice : no less than 360 pair of handeut’s
were found stowed in a eask in the Cheaspeake.
They were intended for the erew of the Shannon
How the men of the latter ship must have grin-
ned when they put them—for wuch is the eus-

K ., BARCE | the latter was nearly ready for sea.  Captain
along the tiers of black cannon, each with its si- | Broke sent away the Tenedos to cruise else-
ltnt crew of stalwart men burning for the fray. | where for a season, in order that the American |
You know that ata single word from the com-1 ¢hould have fair play in the contest he meditat- |
mander of this warlike world, those silent groups | od; and then he sent in repeated verbal chal-
will start into Life and activity, and those black | ienges to Captain Lawrence of the Chesapeak to

uns. will thunder forth d‘f“ SR esnde of [ meet him.  Finglly, he despatched a letter of
eath and destruction ; :md.x.unwmg‘ and feeling | challenge, a fifil C()ivp' of which weshave in ono |
this, you can h rdly keep in the wid hum ¢ 1 of the two accounts of the affiir lying before us
your country. Rely upon it, that every one Of i but it is much tce long to quote entire. Suffice
the hairy chested fellows you see at quarters will | it that after requesting Captain Lawrence to 3
the moment the word to ‘“;TC 18 given, Joia 11 a | meet him 1o tight for the honor of their respee- { tom—on the wrists of the Cheasepeake’s own
cheer shaking the very decks, tove flags, he givesa faithful account of the arma- { crew! 'T'he Shawnonand her prize—neither ef
Have you heard the British cheer, yment and complement of his own ship, and | the vessels materially injured—~safeiy reached
Fore and aft, forc and aft? { names a yendezvous for the tight ; or ofters to | Halifux, where poor Captain Lowrence died of
Have you heard the British cheer i sail in company with the Chesapeak; under’ a:his wound. and was buried with full miitary
Fore and aft.? dlag of truce, to any place Captaiu Lawrence ' honours, all the Captaing in the port following

From Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal, .

PEMARKABLY NAVAL DUNRLS

' ALTHOUGH it is by no means unfrequent,
during & war between great naval powers, for:
action o Poutrance to be fought by wellatch- |
od single ships, it is very rare for a similar en-|
gagement to occur in consequence pf a upec'ml
mutual agreement to fight—in _cther wordy, for
1wo ships of presumably equal force to strive for
vietory, expressly in consequence of a chalienge
naving been sent by the captain of the one, and
acoepted by the captain of t.he other. bugh an
ailair is something very different from ordinary

. -



