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universally* admired; and when, ten years
ater, the artist, after finishing the paintings
forfthe gallery of the Palace of Bembo, took
upjhis residencelpermanently in Venice, his
wife became an accomplished and unaffected
lady, capable of holding her position in the
elevated circles to which the genius of her
husband, andfthe friendship of Clorinda, es-
tablishedther right to belong.” Clorinda re-
wained true to her friendship all her life ;
delighted and happy at being the ensurer of
permanent happiness to two loving haarts,
which under the system of susvicion, fear
and seclusion adopted by ene of them, must
ultimately have been utterly wretched.
No'one can be happy and useful in this
world, whe is not of it. If it were not our
duty to be of it, we may be very sure we

CAPTAIN IM‘CLURE,

THE DISCOVERER OF TRE NORTH-WE4T PAS-
SAGF.

Me. M‘Clure next served in the Hastings,
which conveyed Lord Darham to his coloni-
al government : and, during the vo age, the
taleats and fascinating manners of the young
lieutenant gained him the social favor of that
distinguished nobleman. Whils on the Ca-
nada station, M‘Clure became the here of a
most daring ‘and successful adventure, A
notorious freebooter, named Kelly, had long
set all law at defiance en the Canadian bor.
der ; and the British Government offered «
reward ot five thousand pounds for his cap-
ture. M‘Clure in a night expedition, at-
tacked the fortified fort where he and his
band were entrenched, took it, burned it, and
succedeed in eapturing the leader, and effec-
tually dispersing the band. Butas the cap-
ture, unluckily was made on the American
side, the British government on some plea of

national etiquette, refused the payment of
the award. Captain Sandon, however, his!
commanding officer, to show his appreciation |
of M‘Clure’s gallantry, aprointed him te the |
superintendence of the dock-yard, and subse-
quently he was placcd_ in command of che'
Romney - receiving ship at the Havanna
whaere Ze remained until 1846. He after-!
wards served in the Coast Guard; but in
1848, that daring commander, Sir James
Ross, who had not long returned from the
Antartic Pole, being appointed to the com-
mend of an expedition in search of Sir Johu
#'ranklin, Lieutenant M‘Clure again volun-
teered, and was selected by Sir James Ross
a3 his first lieutenant. g

The events connected with Sir John Frank-
lin's fatal expedition are almost too well |
known to meed recapitulation here. The !
great ob{ect of that brave veteran’s ambition |
was to slove the problem of the north-west
passage, and the interest of all scientific men
was eagerly fixed upon an expedition con-
ducted by such a man. Colonial Sabine
stated that ¢ a final attempt to meke a north. |
Weat passage would render the most impor-
tang gervice that now rewained to be per- l
formed towards the eompletion of the magne- |
tic survey of the globe ;" aad Franklin held |
that «jt" would be an intolerable disgrace |
Were the flag of any otlier nation to be borpe |
through the north-west passage 'before our!
¢ No service, he adds, *is nearer to!
Iy heart than the completion of the survey,
of the eoast of America, and the accomplish- |
Xent of a north-west passage.’ ‘

His exhibition consisted of the Erebus agd!
error : the latter, the same ship in whith |
M:Clure made his first polar voyage, nine |
years before. Each vessel had a steam-en-
ging and screw-gropellor. The united erews
tmounted to 133 men; and they were {urnish- |
ed with provisions for four “years. They :
Sailed May the 26th, 1845, with instructions |
from the Admiraity to proeeed by Baffin’s Bay, |
°n through Lan caster Sound and : Barrow's
¥irait to Melville Island, where Parry had
Wintered twenty-six years previously, and !
from thence penetrate %rect by the south-west |
8cross the nine hundred miles yet unknown, |
etween Melville island and Bebring Straits ; |
ut if the ice was found impenetrable west- |
Ward, they had liberty to try the passage |
horshward, throngh Wellington Channel —
I'herefore, in these two directions only can |
there be any hepe of finding traces of the s
Sing ships.
Two months after Sir John Franklin sajjeg
ey were seen moored toan iceberg at the
fnwrance of Iancaster Sound, waiting to'
"peh on through any channel that gave prog. |
potof success towards the west. Since then
“hey were never heard of, and seen no more.
hres years passed by—no tidings came ; then
the Admiralty thought it time to send oat
seaching expeditions, and a reward of twenty
‘ousand pounds was otfered to any ship that
nscued Sir John Franklin and his ecrew.—
hree simultaneous expeditions were imme-
ately organized ; one by land, along the

n {
Hchardson and Dr. Rae; a seeond to Beh-
t"}g‘s Straits, under the command of Cap-
ns Kellett and Moore, with the Herald and
i over ; the third, and most important, under |
'® command of Sir James Ross, was to fol-
W the track of Franklin up to Wellington |
Annel with the Enterprise and Investiga- :

T

- men ; and America, who bad never yet gent

| wintered thore in 1845.

tor. Mr. M¢Clure we havestated, volunteer-
ed for this expedition, and was appointed first
lieutenant of the Enterprise. Sir James Ross
sailed with these two vessels, June the 12th,

1848 ; by September they had reached Bar- |

row’s Straits, but Wellington Channel was
a mass of ice ; no entrance could be effected.
The season was unusually severe ; such ice
had never been scen before in Barrow's
Streits : advance was impossiple. By Oeto-
ber they had to take refuge in Leopold Har-
bor : an excellent position, however, for a
searching expedition, a8 it commaded all the
great Artis highways. Had Sir. John
Franklin been near any one of them, 2 com-
munication would have been easy ; but no
tidings of the lost brave men reached the
ships at Leopold Harbor. Daring winter,
sledge-perties traversed the ice in all direc-
tions. At Fury Beach they found the hut
where sir John Ross had " wintered sixteen

ears before, and even some provisions left
iy the Fury, still in good eondition, after a
apseof twenty-four years. Every precauti-
on was used to disseminate information in
case any wandering ship or perty might be
in the vincinity, and the expedient tried of
sending foxes loose with cellaps round their
necks, on which the name and position of the
ships were engrawed. No result. followed.
The ice region *kept still silence. Next
year 1849, they quitted harbor, and made an
attempt to prees on westward ; but the huge
ice-barrier still stretched ecross Wellington
Channel, Iee wasaround them everywhere.
All human effort at guiding the vessels was
unavailing. The wind shifted due west, and
drove the whole mass of ice, fifty miles in
circumference, with the ships fixed in it, all
along Laneaster Sound, and out inte Baffin's
Eay. There a range of icebergs obstructed
the way, and every one expected tho ships
would be dashed to pieces, when suddenly.
the great fielG of ice was rent into innume-
rable fragments, as if by some unseen power
and the ship floated in open water, after en-
during for one whole month the idea of cer-
tain and helpiess destruetion. By Novem-
ber they were in England; Lieutenant M:-
Clure was immediately promoted to the rank
of Commander for his perilous and responsi-
ble service in this voyage.

The expeditions to the Pacific and the north
coast were equally unsuccesstul in finding
trace of the Erebus and Terror, but the re-
sult was a$ least negative evidence that along
the track of the three expeditions the wvessels
could not have been wrecked. Captain Kellet
therefore, returned to the Sandwich Islands,

| leavidg the Plover at Behring's Straits to

winter. The Admiralty then immediately
determined on a2nother expedition  and M'-
Clure & third time volunteered his services,
which were gadly accepted. In January,
1850, he wasappointed to the command of
the Investigator, & ship now destined for as
much historical celebrity asthe Golden Hind
of Drake, eor the Victory of Welson. Cap-

{ tain Collinson, his senior officer, commanded

the'Enterprise ; and their instructions order-
ed them to proceed by the Pacific to Bering’s
Straits,and from thence, if vracticable, to

| Melyille Island. Anosher expedition, mean-

whiie, of great resources and extent, was to
proceed by the ordinary route of Buffin’s Bay
to search Wellington Channel. Since Par-
ry had passed the opening one beautiful Au-
gust evening thirty years before, and sailed
on to Melville lsland, no ship had ever been
able to reach so far; yet all believed that
there only trace ot Fraaklin could be found :
consequently, no fewer than tea vessels were
collected in Barrow’s Straits in the summer
of 1850, with two hundred and twenty men,
all brave officers, and devoted to the cause,
‘T'here was the gallant veteran, Sir John
Ross, who, at the age of seventy-four, volun-
teered his aid towards helping to rescue his
old friend and shipmate, Sir John Franklin:
M:Clintock, the brave friend and fellow coun-
tryman of Capt. M‘Clure ; ,the gallaut She-
rard Osborne ; Capt. Forsyth, the command-
er of the ¢ Albert,” Lady Franklin’s own ves-
sel ; the daring and adsenturous Captain
Penny, who, for thirty years had hattled wish
whales and icebergs in all polar latitudes ;
and the American leaders ; for gradually the
whole world had become interested in the
fate of these oue hundred and thirty-eigh:
an expedition to the North Pole,
now to seareh for Franklin.

This gathering of ten ships at Jast found a
trace of Fravklins expedition—the onlytrace

gent one

, over found throughout the length and breadih
| of these regions. On Beechy Island, at the
tentrance ot Wellington Channel, was found

clear évidence that the Erebus and Terror had
There was the hut
they had lived in,the deserted firepluce, the
empty meat-canisters, {fragments of newspa-
pers and letters, ends of rope, all proving 2

lang encampment ; but not a single document, | 5 iy g : f .
3 v edon. e DL & OTEETR | oXistence) “* which is ga with m
Orth coast of Ameriea, confined to Sir John |not a line of writing to state whether they |’ 5 4 bich is gained . Without merit

" 4 2 land lost without ceime.”
| had gone north or south ; though it was evi- | hout czime

dent, from the position of the camp, that they
had been making for Wellington Channel.
some said the encampment was broken up in
haste fur the ropes were cut not wntied. and
several articles seemed forgotten. There

- were also three graves of men belonging to

{ the expedition, who had died thers, with in-
{ seriptions on each rude elab  expressive of
| Christain feeling and hepe. INine years
[ have new passed since the Erebus and “Ter-
ror sailed ; but this was the only trace ever
found, from then till now, of the Franklin
expedition.

All the officers of the squadron performed
feats of wonderful exertion in prosecusing the
search. Lieutenant M‘Clintock travelled
eight hundred miles across the ice, to the ex-
treme end of Melyille Island—the first who
| reached it since Parry’s discovery thirty years
| though even then he could mnot, like Parry,

reach it in a ship. Captain Penny made ‘a
| daring and successfal effort to penetrate Wel-
lington Channel, the first who ever sailed
through its frozon waters. With sledges
and a hoat for occasional service, he proceed-
ed on up tv the head of the channel, where
he found it opened out westwerd into the
great Polar Sea, and thers he believed Frank-
lin’s expedition must have sailed. A piece of
English elm he met drifting.in the channel
seemed to confirm his 1dea; but a8 he could
not explore the opon see. merely with boats,
Captein Penny, on his return “tothe squad-
ron in Barrow’s Straits, offerred to go up
Wellington Channal again in cne of the steam-
(®Ts and search the sea beyond. This splen-
did offer was, however, dsc/in+d by Captains
Austin and Ommeney, io the great disap-
Pointment of many & daring spirit in the
squadroon ; and so this great expedition, with
allits immense resources, turned homewards,
without either finding Franklin or discover-
ing the north-west passage. Then another
squadron, almost as large, was sent out un-
der command of Sir Edward Belcher, to Wael-
lington Channel. Saven or eight vessels are.
even now cruising shere, following the track
opened by the brave and daring Captain Pen-
ny, but with no result beyond what he at-
tained except the discovery of more Islands
and more ice.

Thus, sinee 1850, the amazing number of
fifteen erpeditions, consisting of thirty ves-
sels, and probably above a thousang men,
have been employed ire the search, from Baf-
fins Bay to Melville Island, and yet without
any important result, save the discovery of
the traces left at Beechy Island, and the in-
vestigation made of Wellington Chaanel by
Captain Penny, the whole credit of opening
this important passage to the polar ocean be-
ing due to this breve scamen. Sir Edward
B:Ichcr has but followed his lead.

Crommunication,
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COUNTY NORTHUMBERLAND.
TO GRETNA.
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/
Mr Editor, ‘
“*Tis hard to say if greater want of skill,
Appear in writing or in judging ill.
* *® * * * * L * *
Some few in that, but numbers err in ¥his,
Ten censure wrong, for one who writes amiss.”

In your last Gleaner a rodomontade over
Gretna’s signature again appears, in which
he attempts by mere assertion, to refute the
facts which T ssated in my last. I shall (as
he says heintends to write no more) leave
the public to judgo of his friend’s popularity,
as also of the character of my communieation,
without writing more on the subject, merely
remarking, that if they are *‘silly and imper-
tinens,” theaid of Gretna’s clumyy pen is not
required to draw upon them the frown ef
pablic indigoation. He says the poll book
18 a proof that the individaal to whom I re-
ferred, was strongly and ably supported.
I'bis I admit, and never denied. He was
strongly eupported by that self-same power
by whigh jiis iriend was opposed — the people.
—=Referring to the influence brought to heay
in his friend’s favour, he says—that indivi-
dual wonid withous it have stood high on the
poll. Stoed bigh on the poll! ould he
bave been upon ic atall, is a question I am
linclined to ask. If so, he would have been
| near the bottom. as he was never looked upon
| as @ smart climber. fe never climbed a poll in
{has I1fe, though last time he was hoisted up
| @ respeetable distance, but his respiratory or-
| gans were not formed for inhallng the rarified
(air of such elevated situation, and he had to
! deseend to his Jevel, for 2
{ *Thouveh he loaped at stars he fostegsd in the

mud.”

;, His adviee to me o stick to my last, should
,.'have besn. given to his friend, as yesterday
jproved, shich npes most after legislation. 1
i know «ot, aor care not, whether [ am popu-

}

{lar or mot, though the contrary has never
| been proved to me as it has been to his friend;
yet L {reely confess, { see mo honor in POESEss-

[1ng the ‘*Mushroon Popularity,” (mow in

FAIR PLAY.
| . Miramichi, June 15, 1854.

COUNTY BONAVENTURE.

THE FISHERIES.
The sccompeanying eopy of an Act of ouy

Legislative Assembly, is one ofa few which
have only recently reached this quarter-—
and, as our Sister Colonies are as desply in-
ferested in its provisions as the inhabitants of
Gaspé, its publieation in the Gleaner may
enable many, who might etherwise be ignor-
ant of its existence, to avail themselves of the
protection thereby afforded our Fishermen
against the lawless acts of the servants of the
Hudson Bay Company. Those Gentlemen
acting on the principle that might is right,
took upon themselves to drive off viet armies,
all whe presumed to land on the north shore
of the St. Lawrenae for the purpose of fishing
—destroying their nets, and even resorting to
personal violence, a high handed proceeding
which nothing eould justify.

Several parties in the Lower County have
fitted out for the prosecution of the Fisheries
on that coast this season. Both Salmon and
Cod being very abundant, and there are nu-
n erous Bays, Rivers, and Inlets, well adapted
for the safe and profftable prosecution of thig
branch of industry,

We beg leave to remind the thrice rejeoted
of Bonaventure that this is another of the pri-
vileges secured to the District by our present
members, who, according to that important

f thay eamnot boast of having done a great
deal, they can a least stand the rtest of com.-
arison with the ex and now weuld be M. P,

. as regards their Logislature lahours,

A propos of Salmon — Colonel Prince iy
very anuious to receive the barrel of Salmon
which he promised him as & sample of the 100
Barrels caught at his own door—and the
haunch of venison, from a deen out of hisown
Pork. But the Selmon Fishery it appears
kas wonderfully improved, as report states
that the last account furnished to a person
worthy of credit, in New Brunswick, had rai-
sed the cateh to 1,500 Barrels — Prodigious !
But 'tis.

A lie; anodious damned lis ;
Upon my soul, a lie ; & wicked lio:
. Shakspeare.

We are induced to touch upon this subjsct
for our own justificatioh—havin £ OB one ocen~
sion, been publickly taxed with being a ca-
lumniator by this paragon of iruth when
stating the facts—and we now give the wor-
thy a fair opportunity of testing our veraeity.
MERCATOR,
Paspebiac 10th June, 1854. 1

An Act relating to the Fishories on the Labrador
and North Shore of Gulph of St. Lawrence. Asg-
sented to 22nd A\%ril 1853,

. Whereasfthe Whale, Seal, Cod, Mackarel, Hor-
ring and other Fisheries in the Gulph of St. Law-
rence, are of great importance to Her Majesty's
subjects in this Province, several of whom concernod
in those ¥isheries have been of late yenrs by strong
band prevented by persons rosiding on or frequent-
ing the Labrador or North Shore of the gaid Gulph,
from wmalking on the coasts thereof and 1slands con.
#iguous thereto, although uninhabited and wasto,

the temporary buildings, Try Houses, Sheds, Btages
Flakes, and other erections neceszary to the caryy-
ing on of those Fisheries, but who nevertheless, in
t}w Inwful pursvit of such Fisheres, have, as British

Subjects, a right to land and construct; such erect;-
ans ou the waste and unocsupied parts of the const,
not disturbing nor intcrfering with previous ocou-
gantl, and are entitled ay {mnuing an important

ranch of public axd nationa industry, to protection
und every facility which, without njury to planters
and those permanently settled on the coast, the va-
rious localities on the said coast and islands conti-
guous thereto afford, and it therefore is expedient
to declare and cnact as hereinafier it is done : Be
it therefore declared and enacted by the Queen’s

Most excellent, Maj’f"z; by and with the adviee
and consent of the Legislative Council and of the
Legislative Assorubly of the Provines of Canada,
constituted and assembled by virtu of and under
tho ‘authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of
the United Kingdom of Groat, Britatn end Ireland.
ond intituled, An Act to re-umite the Provinges of
Upper and Lower Canada, and for the Governmen ¢
of Canado, and it s hereby declared and enacted
by the authority of the sams, That all and ove
Her Mojesty’s Subjects carrying on or concerned in
the Whals,” Seal}, Cod and other Fisheries in the
Gulph of St. Lawroence, shull peaccably thave, uge
and enjoy the freedom of taking bait and of flshing
iv any and every Rivir. Creek Harbour or Read
with liberty to o om shore on any part or parts of
the Labrador or Nerth Shore of tha Gulph of St.
Linwrence, and upon any islands contiguous there-
b0, within the limits of the |Province on the (Gialph
Shore or Labrador, for the purpeses of the Whale
and o' her Fisherieg, and for salting, curing and ery-
ing fish there, to cut weod for wmaking and repair-
ng stages, flakes, hurdles, cook-rooms and other
purposes necessary for preparing their oil and fiah
for exporiation, or that may be useful to their fiske
ing trade, without hindrance, integruption, denial
or molestution from any person or persons whomso-
ver 3 Provided that suoh River, Creek, Harbour or
Road bp navi g:blo b_y boats and eraft unusually em-
ployed in the isheries, nnd as such not private pro-
porty, and the lond upon which such wood may be
out bo unconceded by the Seigniory or propristor of
the Seigniory within whioh the same i8 sitnated, or
if conceded, vemaing unimproved or uncocupied at
the tine whon such wood is cui for the aforegaid
purpozes,

I1. And ba it enacted, That the master and com-
mander of every geseel fitted out from the Uniged
‘Kingdowa of Great Britain and Xroland, or Any of
the dowminiong thereuntv belonging, for the Whale
Cod or other Fisheries, may take possestion of so
much of the unconceded beach ot any of the Islands
of the said Labrador, or of any unocoupied beach on
tho mainland thereof, within the limits of the Pro-
vincoe, as may be neceseary for tryng his blubber and
rondering the samo into o1, or for curing his fish gpd
proparing it for exportation, and te retayn and enjoy
 the same 80 long as he shall not leave it unoceupied
for the epace of twelve calender montbe, in which
case it shall be lawful for any other person or per-
son8 to take possession thereof in part, or the
whole, for the samo purpose, ard on the £4me con-
dition ; provided that such besch be not private
property, pursuani to a concession or tif e deod

fersonag'e, belong to the do*nothing corps.— -
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