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Suridents of the War, 
EXPLOSION OF A MAGAZINE. 

The great incident of the week, saysa letter 
dated September 1, has been the explosion of 
the French magazine in the Mamelon, about 
one o'clock on Wednesday morning, involving 
easualiies to the extent of about 200 killed 
and wounded, besides alte 3 injury’ to the 
works at the redoubt itself I had turned in 
about midnight on Tuesday, and—kept awake 
partly by the sharp, chill, night wind, which 
_came whistling in through the under-flaps of 
the tent, and partly also by the brisk cannon- 
ade which was waging in and before the tronch- 
es—lay musiog on the pleasures of campeign- 
ing, and endeavouring to rub up my memory as 
to the almost forgotten enjoyment of clean sheets 

Jokes, 
| gestions of a well sharpened appetite, are clus- 

believe it—and custom appears in ge manner 
torender one insensible to the exciting chances 
and contingencies attending a twenty four 
hours’ turn in'these trenches before Sebastopol. 
With rile bullets without number ¢ pinging’ 
over their heads--and, not seldom. into them— 
found thot bowling through them, and shell 
bursting on every side, our men lie stretched out 
along the bottom of the trenches, some sleepin 
others spinning home yams or cracking Teel 

whilst others again, attentive to the sug- 

tered round small fires making coffee or super- 
intending extemporised stews or roasti—all 
with as much sang froid asif they were picnic. 
ing at Chobham or Aldershott, instead of do- 
ing duty within fifty perches of the round Tow- 
er and the Redan, 

NARRATIVE OF THE FALL OF SEBAS. 3:5 TOPOL. ~~ 

of our struggle may be easily conceivad when 
itis known that in carrying, and endeavouring 

retire from these points ; but the Malakhoff was 

tn hold, that one Redan, our loss amounted to 
two thousand men. 
Our allies, and we ourselves had, therefore to 

in the hands of the Trench, and that was every- 
thing. 
The Russians on their side unquestionably 

defended the place with the utmost determina- 
tion, and on more than one point they had the 
advantage over the besiegors, but it was the 
courage of desperation, for this eflert-was their 
last. No sooner were the outer works taken, 
which laid the town and the port at the mercy 
of theallied forces, than the men-of-war and 
steamers inthe harbour were all set on fire, 
blown ips sunk, or destroyed, either by the fire 
of the allied batteries or” by the orders of the 
Russian authorities. igh 

fon the north shore, where, no doubt, conside- 
rable preparations have been made for this emer- 
gency. His centre covers the Belbek, and is 
protected in front by tho fieldworks thrown up 
along the dge of Inkermann. His left wing 
consists of Liprandi’s corps, occupying the 
ground from Mackenzie’s farm to the heights. 
of Artodei on the Baksbi-Serai road. The at- 
tempt was'made by the relieving army unde 
Liprandi to effect a diversion during the assaul 
of tne Reden, and the severe defeat of the 16th 
of AbEsh appears to have satisfied the enemy 
that the lings of the Tehernaya were not to 
be carried. But the result of the general as- 
sauit and the occupation of the southern side 
by the allies entirely changes" the stratagical 2% ¢ 
sitions of the combatants, and also the obj 
of the campaign. The struggle for the posses- 
sion of Sebastopol is now at an end. That 

| prize is fn our hands, and, <a the defence of the ~The Russians then escaped en masse, to the 
northside. Means of retreat had been secured 
by a long bridge of rafts across the great har- 
bour, and for many hours large masses of troops 
were removed by this passage to the northern 
side ; but at eight o'clock in the morning of the 
9th this commuuication was stopped, the whole after the failure of the maih ebject, all the abi- of the works and town being then evacuated.— lity and generalship of the a will be re- If, as is probable, any of the Russians remained { quired to save the whole body of their forces in on the south bank after that hour, the must “be Crimea from destruction. We therefore either wo agra in the fire or fallen into | jyfer thas the northern forts will either he held the hands of the besiegers. About 500 of the | for a time by a limited gayrison, or more proba- wounded, we know, remained in the fort St. bly, altogether abandoned, in the hope of sav- Paul, and for theman armistice was asked ; but ing the army. Never was an army in a mere with their accustomed indiffierence to the pre- | oritical position. They are confined. within servation of life and property, the Russians were peninsula which affords them no othes* fortified 

position, no sustenance for the , and no 
determined to destroy the city rather than 

water beyond a certain line. The sea, covered 
capitulate, and they executed their design. 

4 “the lurid | ith hostile vessels, surrounds three sides of the 
The shades of night were lit up by 

theatre of war, and the fourth is seperated from 
Le of a burning town and a burning fleet, — 
he broad wa'ers of the gulf were interposed | the Rus ian base of operations b steppes and 

marshes. The allied armies 
between the combatants of the preceding day, ead Say 

strong positions at Eupatoria and Yenika y 
- ep esx iv only wer A rare co 
vals by a few small steamers, the fragment of | which can be reinforced iu a few hours by sea, a broken bridge, und the top-masts of sunken | go ag to threaten the Russians. in their’ fark ships. The siienee of exhaustion settled down and rear ; and while it is impossible for’ the on the scene of strife, where for four continous  snemy to hold his ground in the south of the days the roar ot artillery, the crash of explo- | oyimea—for which, indeed, there is now no fur- 
sions, and the shouts of men perpernaturally | go object—to retreat in this season across the 

country is a formidable undertaking, while the 
excited orf the’ awful contest, reverberated 
through the hollow ravines with dea’ening ef- || of a battle in the open field would be abso- 
fest, lute destruction. The Russians are ina trap, 

from which the Tchongar road and the Isthmus 
of Perekop are the only means of escape, and 
even there their communications may possibly 
be intercepted. ~~ * ea 
No doubt all these contingencies have been 

foreseen; Prince Gortschakoff’s p n of cam- 
aign has long since been made ; judging, there. 
bis from the accustomed tactics of the Russian 
army, as well as from the extreme difficulty of © 
present position, we incline to the opinion that 
e will adopt the course of a general and immedi- 

ate retreat. To hold the Crimea without Se- 
bastopol, and even after the harbour of Sebasto. 
pol itself has been transformed by conquest into 
the base of operations of the invading armies, 
would be a bootless and unprofitable task, and 
the danger is vig aggravated by the fact that 
the whole body of the allies, with unlimited 
means of naval transport at their command, wll b 
shortly be at liberty to advance upon any part 
of the peninsula which is accessible from the 
coast. These immediate consequences of their 
own success in the siege operations must have 
been considered by the allied generals, and the 
moment is pow arrived when they may pro- 
ceed to open the campaign of which the oy 
tion of Sebastopol was the first preliminary.—= 
That field operations of this rature have long 
been contemplated by the allied governments is 
obvious {rom the large cavalry force they have 
continued to send to the Crimea. = The British 
army alone can bring upwards of 3,000 sabres 
and lances into the field} and the French caval 
vy is still more numerous and impatient of the 
inaction to which it has hitherto been conderan- 
ed, Hitherto the contest in the Orimea has 
been confined to one single object, and, with 
the exception of the action ofthe 20th Septem- 
ber on the Alma, and the flank march to Bala- 
'klava, it has been a war without a single 
tactical movement. General Pelissier has shown, 
in our humble opinion. very admirable military 
qualities since he assumed the command, and he. 
hasbeen mostably supported by General Simp- 
son ; but the present state of our affairs de- 
‘serves to call forth abilities ofya still higher and 
more briliiant order. The Russian army in the 
Crimea is probably not superior to the force ot 
the allies in numbers, and "it is immeasurably 
inferior in resources and supplies, as well as in 
those moral qualities which at once constitute 
and enhance the prestige of victory. On every 
occasion en which they have encountered an 
enemy in this war—whether "Turks, French, 
English, or Srrdinians—the fortune of war has_ 
deserted the Russian eagies, For them toad- 
vance 1s impossible for the whole coast is guard- 
ed by the enemy, and no Russian vessels floats 

pnd a quiet English bed-room, when a thunder- 
“ing brattle of sound—-not to be described by any 
one word I know of—came rolling up in one 

~ heavy volume en the midnight alr. The noise 
was so utterly i he Shoal os oh the 
common si artillery that I jumped out © 
bed and Jaoked out pris teat door in the di- 
rection whence it had eome ; but nothing was 
to be seen in the sky but the grey darkness 
that precedes dawn, after the setting of the 
moon.” A brisk mortar fire, to be sure, speedly 
followed from along the whole line of our 
own, and the Franch right actack ; but be- 
yond this, there was nothing to give poy clue 
as to the nature of the thundering explosions 
Thad heard. On Wednesday morning, how- 
ever, it was known all over the camp that the 
Mamelon had blown up, and that a disastrous 
amount of mischief had occurred. ‘The fact ap- 
pears to have been, that in the carriage of am- 
munition from the magaziné to the guns, a 
small train of gunpowder had been carelessly 
allowed to leak out of the eartridge bags and 
remain on the ground, and a Russian shell fall- 
ing on this, ignited it, and carried the flame in- 
to the ine,when the whole blew up with 
a terrific noise I have mentioned. Buch was 
the force of the shock, that stones from the re- 
doubt were thrown up as far as the Victoria 
rocket battery, in front of our light division ; 
whilst heavy pieces of the shattered wood-work 
were blown into our advanced trenches before 
the quarries, where they fell with sueh violence 
as to kill four men, and severely wound several 
others. Besides the d one to life and 
limb in this part of our works— which is a good 
half mile from the scene of the explosion—a 
number of other wounds were inflicted in some 
of our other tr-nches near the Mamelon, though 
fortunately none of them were fatal. Accord- 
ing to the version of the accident current 
amongst the French themselves, their own loss 

{ + amounted to thirty-three killed, and one hund- 
A red aud fifty wounded ; but the belief is general 

in oyr own camp that their casualities were 
much greater. If their statement of the loss, 
however, be correct, it seems marvellous that 
the injury done should bave been so limited, 
-when we consider how closely packed the re- 
doubt itself and the new works in front of. and, 
around it, are, artillerists, working parties and 
‘ranch guards, Frat 
. Amoagst the French killed were four officers, 
% whom one, I believe, wasa general ; but 1 
have been unable to learn bis name. As soon 
As the confusion and noise attending the explo- 
sion had in some degree subsided, the Russians 
hailed the ¢providential blow’ with log] and 
re salvos of cheering, and opened a brisk 
fire from the Malakoff and its adjoining redoutbs 
on the luckless scene of the accident ; but this 
was very speedily answered, and after awhile 
lenced, by our own twenty-one and eight-gun 
tteries, whose picces promptly csme to the rescue, and drew off the enemy’s fire from our allies. It strikes every one with surprise, 

however, that the Russians made no attempt at 
an attack on the Mamelon, under circumstances 
which would have so favoured a sally in that direction. Had such been promptly made and | whereas the Redans were constructed with only 
vigerously supporied. the loss of 2 couple of | one tier of guns. : 
men killed and wounded might not have been | ~The consequence of this was, that when the the smallest of those consequent on this disas- French swarmed on the first tier of the Mal- "trousresult of carelessness ; for, thrown into | akhoff the setoud tier saved then from being confusion, as everything was in the neighbour. | hurt by the fire of the warks in the rear of tha hood of the regoubt, inealeulable mischief might | tower ; ands tn ¥ke manner, when they attain- easily have been done to the works long before | ed the second tier; the third saved them in its + the distant supports could have been brought up { turn. Consequently thousands of men throng- ‘to drive back the assailants, i ; ed its mmparts, protected from the Russian five, ii The combat raged on the flanks, where the ene. ; : ATA my could onlyattack them with his musketry HUME hove Loy TIER PARAL- and their Butt rifles and briiliant impetuonity N were too much for him, Under the protection A walk through the parallels and their con-|of a galling fire from the French, their sappers necting zigzags is much mom exciting than slipped round the work. threw up an snbeenely} easy,’ sicce, in the first place, the average low- ment, and thus, efféctually covered on all points, hess of the parapets ri a gonstant stoop- | the whole work was theirs. . Ing, which, as an Irish so ler remarked as I| dere, then, to brave men SUCCESS was a3 na- Passed along yesterday. * , sir, is mighty | tural as their own enthusiastic courage; but sore upon the small of the back.” To te sure, | nln upon other points courage availed not.— 

fortress and the harbour was the grand. object 
of the Russians, they have nothing left on that 
spot, to contend for, The mere occupatlon of the 
north side of tho port is a barren advantage 
for, though it might hold a garrison, it cannot 
shelter a defeated army ; and it is obvious that 

Sebtstopol has fallen—the Russians no long- 
er hold posses-ion of thas once powerful fortress, 
now.a heap of  blocd-stained ruins.” All the 
bastions, earthworks, and granite forts, south of 
the great harbour—Malakhoff, great and Little 
Redan, Flagstaff, and Central Tower, and 
Quarantine battery ;—the sea defences—Forts 
Alexander, St. Nicholas, and Sr. Paul ; the se- 
cond line of defense—the Gi and Barraek 
batteries, The Dockyard, Harbour, and Careen- 
iug bay, with the full cannon sweep of Sebato-| 
pol roa are in the power of the allies, — 
the Russian Blac sea fleet has perished utterly. 
How many war ships have been sunk and how many burned we, must wait to know that it. 
matters little for all have been destroyed, 
To enable our reader to form as clear a con- 

ception of the process by which this important 
issue has been obtained as the curt telegraph 
despatches adit of, we submit to them a re-, 
sume of the operations from the moment of ye- 
opening the bombardment. The French and 
English batteries opened their fire a; daybreak 
on the 5th just. The hombardment was’ conti. 
nued all that day and the next without slack- 
ening. On the night between the 5th and 6th 
a Russian two decker was set op fire by a shell 
and burst to the water's edge. On the after- 
neon of the 7th, another Russian frigate was 
set on fire and ed. A great “explosion 
was beard from the Russian works about mid- 
night—svpposed to have been a magazine on the north side. On the morning of the 9th 4 
great fire was observed to be Burning about 
the middle of the town ot Se 1 
At noon on the same day, within a few hours of the annisersary of the landing of the 

allied forces in the Crimea and 316 days after 
the besieging basteries against Sebastopol on 
the 17th of October, 1854, a final and vietori- 
ous assault was made on the Malakhoff, the Careening-bey Redan, and the Central bastion 
by the French ; on the Redan by the English, Then ensued what is historioally known to be 
the most fearful scene iu the hideous progress 
of war. Thousands of gallant men rushed to an 
aimiest certain destruction—the more terrible 
in appearance that it was concentrated in so 
small a space. for 
The attack on the Malakhoff was alone sue- sessful from causes which our readers will at once appreciate, and waich we are most happy in being able to state, &s such elucidation at 

once clears eway the apparent disparity of suc- cess between ourselves and our noble allies, 
The Malakhoff' tower is, as is well known, 

the highest part of the fortifications which de- 
fended Sebastopol. It is flankek on either side 
by the grand Redan, the object of the Ey lish 
attack, and the Redan of Careenin bay, % ow 
behind these forts the Russians had constructed 
a formidable second line of earthwerks, heavily 
armed, which commanded all the works in 
front, with the exception of the Malakhoff. 
tower, and this exception was ue to the ever- 
care of the Russians who, in their anxiety to 
strengthen the Malakhaff, had buils its works 
in three tiers, the one rising above the other, 

We are unable to form an adequate concep- 
tion of the magnitude of the loss which the 
Russians have sustained, in sonsequence of their 
being compelled to evacuate the south side of 
Sebastopol inlet. General Pelissier, after hay- 
ing made a tour of inspection through the town 
and its defences, intimates, on the night of the 
10th, that pan but ocular observations can 
convey an adequate idea of the mnliplicity of 
the works of defence and the accumulation of 
warlike stores that the enemy have left behind 
them. The allied armies were to occupy Kara- 
Dbelonaia and the town of Sebastopol on the 
11th, and a8 soon as this had been effected a 
mixed commission of French and English offi- 
cers was to be appointed to take an sccount of 
the materials abandoned by the Russians. 
Yet the enemy must have removed no incon. 

siderable portion of his stores previous to the 
evacuation. General Simpson writes on the 
ist instant, ¢ Great activity prevails on the 
part of the garrison in making use of the new 
raft briage across the harbour, and stores of all 
kinds are daily transported to the north side.’ 
Chis preparatory retrogade movement on the 
part of tho Russians, adds to the probability of 
the repor:s alluded to by General Simpson, that 
* great discontent prevails in the ranks of the 
enemy.” General. Pelissier’s account of the 
state of the defences shows that a longer stand 
might have been made but for the discourage- 
ment of the defenders; and the withdrawal of 
stores to the north so early as the end of Au. 
gust, shows that Prince Gortschakofl felt he 
could not rely upon his men. The actual eva- 
cuation of the south side cannot but have added 
to the demoralisation of the Russian army, 
while our troops are confident and flushed with 
victory —as Geueral Pelissier expresses himself, 
¢ full of joy, 

General Bimpson’s despatch of the 1st instant 
contains a passage which seems te throw light 
on the intentians of Gortschakoff :—¢ Large 
working parties are employed in throwing up 
works on the north side, but as yet they ate in 
too unfinished a state to judge of their exact na- 
ture. Irom the information we: continue to re- 
ceive, it appears that the enemy is concentra. 
ting his force between the Mackenzie heights 
and fort Constantine.” These indications would 
seem to imply that it was the contemplation of 
the Russian general to make as obstinate a stand 
on the north side as he has done on the south. 
But it is extremely doubtful whether, with the 
discouragement that pervades his army, and the 
incomplete state of his new defensive works, 
he will be able to cary out his intenti- 
ous. . : 
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* there’s fine shootin’,’ as the same lively obser- |The gallant assailants ef thie Redan and the jc 4 ; on those waters. ~The stronghold in which the ver added, by way of apology for the sune si- Central bastion no sooner had carried these POSITION OF GORTSCHAKOFF'S czars had acumulited during the last two reigns 
tution ; but for those who, lite myself, have a { works, as they did triumphantly, than they ARMY. an incalculable amount of warlike stores for the Constitutional dislike for gunpowder in all its 
Combinations, the ¢ sport’ has but few attrac tions. and one feeble chance of knocking over a 
Russian could hardly ever reconcile to the fifty 
Set-offy,.of being myseif knocked over before 1 

Bond themselves exposed to a terrifie fire of grape, which rendered life impossible. The 
forts, built in one exposed tier, were open to 
the full range of the second line of earthworks, 
and in vain our gallant men, in vain our chival. 

The position of Prince Gortschakoff’s army, 
after the main body had effected its retreat 
across the harbour (says the Times), was as fol- 
lows :— 

The extreme right, consisting of the corps, 

subjugation of the east, has been reduced to a 
blood stained ruin by the treaps who were glad 
to escape with life from its burning walls; and 
the question on which the attention of Europe 
is now fixed is no longer the fate of Sevastopol, 

‘ould accomplish that pr viseworthy and patrio~! rous allies, tried to hold their position. They most actively engaged in the defence of tbe! but how is the Russian army to esca from the \¢ act. Lels, bowaever, are said to become ra- | would not retreat, but were swept away, as corps- | place, reats upon the Careening works, or Star- | Crimea, or to maintain itself. there ? Te give 
“onciled to skinning - though I could never ¢# by the pitless storm of grape. Tlie tenacity’ fort; and holds the strongly interseated positions the campaign its full effect; its suecess must . 


