«and of the colour above menticned.’

THE GLEANER.
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nificently buile. That he had seen there seve-
ral sorts of irees, the most part olivesand palms,
a1l of stone, and of a blue, or rather lead colour.
That he also saw figures of men, in posturss of
exercising their different employments ; some
halding in their hands stafis, others bread jeve-
ry one doing something ; even women steckling
their children ; all of stone. . Then he went in-
to the castle by three different gates; though
there were many more ; that there were guards
at these gates, withspikesand juyeling in theic
hande. -ln short, that he saw, in this wonderfu!
eity, many sorts of animals, a5 ‘camele, horses,
asases, and sheep, and various birds, all of;tone.
For 'a
further account of Ishmonig, the petriffed city,
in Upper Egypt, see ¢ Perry’s’ View of the
Lavant.’ ; S Y :

NEGRO WIT.
There is a tragition that one of ths old es-
quires in Malden, Massachusetts, had a slave
who had been in the family, until* he ‘was about

Surihents of the War,
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DESCRIPTION OF KINBURN.

The water-of the Bug and' Dnieper fall into
the sea by a single channél,  After forming a
lake, in whibh they mingle, the two rivers run
together between Ochakoff to'the north and
Kinburn to the south, in'a harrow channel of
varying deptn, the niinimum being 15 feet,
much nearer tu Kinburn than to Ochakoff, The
latter place, on the right bauk, is built on the
summit of a cliff of moderate height, advancing
in a sharp angle straight to the south, and pro-
|jecting at a low point, on. which there is an an-
| cieat fort of Genoese construction, in bad con-
ditions A baitery of nine guns, of large calibre,
recently constructed, beyond the channel and
enfilading it, but at a lobg range, completes the
defencs “onthis side, without presentin ‘any
i serious obstacle.
i the tongue of sand formed by

e alluvial de-

Tt is on’thétgﬁ bank, upon'!

70 years of age. Perceiving there’ was not!posits of both rivers, that the citadel of Kinburn
much more work left in the old man, the es-|isbuilt. It commands the passage in hoth di-
quire took him one day, and mzde him a some- ! rections, up and dowr, forming in a word, the
what pompous address, to the following ef | only defence of the mouth of the Dnieper. The

fect : — =

* You have been a faithfu] servant to me and
my father before me. I have long been think-
ing what I should,de towward you for vour
servise. [ give to you your freedom! You
are your own man.” Upon this the old negro
skook. his grizzly head, and with a sly glance,
showing that he saw through his master’s in-
tentions, ' quietly replied, ¢ No, uo, massa ;
you eat ‘de ‘meat, and now you munst pick

de bone !’

& WHAT 18 THE PRICE OF DUCKS.

A gentleman was asked * YWhit was' toe price
of ducks? when he ‘confessed that he' could
not tell.  He had been out that very day with
kis wife, and stie had purchased no fewer than
three ducks. Firstly, there was ‘2 duck’ of a
dress § mndx; ‘a_duck’ of ‘a parasol ; .and,
thirdly, * a duck’ of a binnet. . ‘The first was
made of Genoa velvet, the second was trimmed
with Valenciennes lace, and the third had a
magnificent. bunch of estrich feathers.  The

-united cost of these precious ducks was £55,

g0 that each duck had stood him in no less thas
£18and a fewshillings a piece.  He su

taere were ducks to bei bhad in the xx;apmt
cheaper, but for himselfiwhenever he heard his
wife mention the word ¢ duck.”he trembled (rom
head to foot, for he knew at once that it meant
something inordinately expensive,

THE EMPEROR OF FRANCE.
Faith in his star is his «ll-dominating convic-
tiou,: Louis XI. had not firmer reliance on his
lesden angels thar Louis Napolean on a certain
penny’ he got from a Norwood gipsy represen-

“ting herselfas the granddaughter of that zinga-

to who foretold that Josephine would be an em-
press. Describing his acquisition ot that enchan-
ted coin, one day, shortly after his escape from

Ham, when a very disconsolate-looking mau
ahout town here, and being asked what he
thought would become of him ?—he repled, he
had not the smallest doght the prediction of the
fortunc-teller would be fulffiled, that he should
bocome Emperor of the ¥rench, the arbiter of
Lurope, and die by the hand of a woman !
How ridiculous, you exclaim. Well, isit any
more 50 than his whoele career for the last seven
years would have sounded if spoken ¢f a5 a
thing of possibility seven yearsago ?

PORT NATAL.

The temperature is. never excessive, nor of
such & description as to pre.vent_held lahnur_ at
any period. - The summer ls_mxld, and " during
that time the greater proportion of the annuaj
reins fall. Frost'and snow may be said to be
unknown, although, at times, the later may be
seen in the distance, capping“the higher peaks
of the Darkenburg. Bronchial cemplaints,

ne, consumption, or such. like. diseases, are
unknown ; and with truth, Natal may be said to
ba unsurpassed in point of salubrity of its cli-

mate by any region of the earth. The soil 'isl
aid of|

extremely fertile and capable, with the

elimate, of producing all descriptions of ceresl

roduce, as well an tropical plants and fruits, | Put no occular. demonstration cin be afforded
g : cli- | of the ussertion, although there has heen con-
’ - . gl RSt PR RS e - - LY
Rates, + Tahacco, the vine, cotton. indigo, hw}s.du.ﬂ)i. movements and changes of position
sugar-cane. coffee, the mulberry, Palma Christi, |

esides many articles peculiar to temperate

aniseed, all suceeed admirmbly. The soil in all

caaves will yield twocrops in the year, and ma- |
nure on & Virgin $oil is not required; the  char- |
acter of the cultivation is also of the pliinest |

 fortress of Kinlern is a horned work of mason-
1Ty, with parapets of earth, surrounded by a
.ditch where it is not washed by the sea, con-

| taining barracks and other buildings, of -which |

the roofs and chimueys can be seen above the
ramparts. It issx-me({un every face, presenting
one tier of guns in covered casements, with a
| battery above them ; it mounts in all about sixty
canmon, of which halt fire seawards from the §,
E.tothe N.N. W, Kinburn contains a gar-
risen of about 2000 men, without reckoning the
military colofists established outside the walls
in a regularly-built village, to the south,' and
about a cannon shot from the place. Two new
batterics have been recently built to the north
east of the fortress.

OTCHAKOFF KHERSON, AND NICOLATEF?.

Otchakoff, which forms the key to  Nicolaieff
is thus described by the Assemblee Nationaie.
—* Otzhakoff, but. for . its strategical position
l would be considered at this day as  an unim.
I portant village. Kinbura, the Kilburum of
- the Tartars, is not even a villagd.  These two
{)oints. previous to the present war, was scarce:
v fortified, and the most recent accounts only
mention one battery at Otchakoff; but since
the bombardment of Odessa, the Russians com-
prehended the necessity of defending that pas-
sage, and the siege of Sebastopol has taught us |
the promptitude with which the enemy can
raise fortifications. a0d make up in that respect
for lost tige. The tforts of Kinburn fell into
the hands of the allies on the 17th. -If Otcha-
koff, as 1t appears probable, be attacked in its
turn, the defence it can offer will not be of any
length, - The capture of the two fortresses will
open the passage.of the mouth of the Dnieper
of the Anglo-French squadrons, and, in conse-
quence, the road to Nicolaiff and Kherson,—

permit the despatch of a land expedition
against the first-named town. Nicolaieff forms
the point of'a triangle, having the mouth of the,
Dnieper for a basis, and of which the citadel of
Otchakoffand the town of Kherson occupy the
other extremities, The roads, which conduct to
{ them do not appear to offer any serious obsta-
cles. - 3

THE CAMP IN THE CRIMEA.

Our letters from the Camp before Sebasto-
pel, on the Tehernaya, and from Eupatoria,
came down to the 24th, from the latter place
to the 20tk wlt, These cotamunicatizns are ex-
tremely various, touching on all matters except
fuews,”—indeed, one of the letters now. opens.

here is really nothing to write about, and no
jeveuts haye occurred worthy of lengthened no-
jtice, since my lust letter. There isa camp story
jthat Kertch has been taken, by which, [ pre-
{sume 1l meaht either Pavlovskaia, the Quaran-
| ine station; or - Yenikale; inasmuch as Kextch
|18 notin our m']m’{,\' possession, and it is quite
ilml"“-‘?ble 10 ‘conjecture what 'the' Russians
fwould do with‘it ifthey had it.  Thete'isalso a
rumfour which has'led a vagabond' and precari-
ouy existence ever since the 9th' September,
[ % that the enemy are leavibg the nort{\ side,”

{aand Belbek for the lass few days,
DESERTERS AND THEIR STORIES.
The acconts which arrive by deserters are of

The oceupation of Otchakoff would, mnreoverimamhed etiffly up through the trenches and

. . o
among the Russian troops at Maeckenzie’s Farm

and of the reviews which he held, seem {o put
doubt out of the question,  About the move-
ments of the Russian army the. deserters seem
to know nothing. - The expressibn which they
say the Emperor. used in his speech namely,
that they are going to march, puzzles them as
much as it doesus 3 whethér they are march.
ing forward or backward is to them as mush as
a mystety as to us, NERIO ’

THE RUSSIAN. ARTILLERY.

On the Muckenzie ridge there are’ still the
twenty-one pieces of heavy artillery remaining.
The Russian field ‘artillery bas received orders
to draw back from ‘the front, and ‘twenty men
of each battery will be sent “into the interior to
drill recruits during the winter. ‘This looks as
Hif the Russians were preparing for o quict win-
ter. That they are not alraid of onr disturbing
them is evident for the weak'putposts that ave
in the valley. The Service of the “whole line
from Inkerman to Tchouliou and the Upper
Belbek is'done by threo rsouias “of Cossacks,
who are'relieved “every third week by others
coming from the Belbek during the day. Dur-
ing the night the «Russins form a ‘chain of
movicg videttes all along their line,at a short
distance from each other, who: have
constant communication,: « :

A SOLDIER’S. ADVENTURE, . :
In the great explosion of the 15th,a soldier
was killed named Goodram, of whom I wish 'to
relate an anecdote. ‘Ihe night before the at-
tack at the Redan, The *Coldstréams were on
duty in the trenches, and were’ #élieved sonte
hours before the assault “tovk ‘place. 1t was
found that a private, named Samuel Goodram,
was missing ; and'it was ‘fdared that hs. had
gone away to sonie canteen to. indulge in un-
futhomabie yotations, or had been git a8 he
came from the trenches. . But great wrong had
been done to this gallant soldier, -who .had re-
mained behind from a pure Jove of fighting and

\

to be in

from a desire *“ to have a.go in at the Roosians.”
Goodram, it seems, secréted himself as the re-
giment marched off, and employed his leisure
time in filling the breast of his coat-.and every
available place with cavridges, fearing that his
grivate supply of fifty rounds would fail him

efore he got his fill of fighting. " When “the
storming party was advancing Goodram joined
it as a volunteer, and his own regiment claim
himas being the first private soldier in the Re-
dan on that memorable day, He was twice
driven out of the Redan,and was engaged indi-
vidually with the ‘Russians, and received two
wounds—one iu the side and one in the arm—
but still kept up afire when driven back and
forced over the parapet into the ditch. In-
stead, however, of retiring and' getting under
coverin the parallels, Goodram made animpoy-
tu rifle pit on the broken glacis outside, anc
there he maintained ‘bis fire on the enemy till
his ammunition became’ exhausted, and his
wounds so painful that he could no longer use
hisvifle, Then he shouldered his arms and

across the open ground till he reported himself
to his regiment. He was, I believe, tried - for
heing absent without leave and for stealing his
comrades’ catridges, but Minos himself could
not have condemned a soldier like this to any
severe punishment for a crime which Minos's
jurymen would Lave called heroic,

THE RUSSIANS IN THEIR ENCAPMENT,

My hut commands a view of a considerable
portion of the platean at the other side of the
Tchernaya, and overlooks the spurs at Macken-
zie's Farm, and the Rus-ian eneampments at
Inkerman, aud between it and the Lower Belbek
and from the windows the movements of ihe
enemy are plainly visible in moderately clear
weather. Yesterday we observed the whole of
the enemy were in motion along the plateau,
and from an early hour in the morning till two
o'clock in the afternoon their battalions were
marching to and fro, but it was evident they
were only changing their troops, and that the
regiments which left Mackenzie were replaced
Uy regiments from the camp in the reiwr.  The
new comers at the spur huts seemed to be
dressed: better, to be' taller men, asd to wear
darker coats than those who were relieved by
them. Their varions camps are_ rapidly losing
the look of &nowy neatness of canvass, and are
being converted into dingy rows of huts, Wae
¢am sece their telegraphs at work with the great-
est facility, and to-day I can make out the flags
with my glass, 1t isa pity one cannot get. the
Imperial Code Book: of Nignals and a dictionary.
They have a considerable  quantity of catile
feeding among the brushwood ut Inkerman, and
their worke on the north side are yapicly attai ning

description: * The nutyyra] herbage and )lan!s%a,'r‘b;‘lf““)‘_‘.lslc‘lumcter. "Lnxely lg,'rcat n:mbefg of
sre most luxuriant i quality 5 the grass 1s s | B¢ 'L‘u‘. L;jve.or.nl::ne i, pastly to the I“xed.
quently found to reachtothe shoulders of your F20NCse and partly to the hernch, and. from
horse as you ride throngh it, and 1o be much  C'ery rmof 'c‘he service.  Tha frequent deser-
too rich for pasturing sheep upon, The land| DIGHERI T ‘“fhef of a great carelessness in the
generally ascends from the coast, along Whlchfl‘umm outposts, or elsé'what§s ‘move ‘proba-

: i als : le, of am indifferent state iseipli i
exists some valuable timbar, Wit 4¢ nitaing thc*b“ erent state of discipline, Al

: rthose why have latély come in dre unanimous in
cated ranges of Darkenburg. It . ; ALY E, ¢ !
elevated ranges of Dark 5 183 MAET | wpyois nesertion that “the Emperor Alexander

of surprise that the capabilities of Natal have sa 'y 1 e o : . e
exertion las ' been'mode to setule the combry ! . Lo end ns ALY }%M{lg s foilt
witli some portion of that superfluous papu!a-!t;:;, \'{-mkenz‘”-ridgzta ‘h: 'lql%"ihosg‘}‘,’f“'}’,’:
Non axintiain Otaet. Hiital L2y | the Mackenzic-ridge on the 12th, thos 8
Hogrexistingin Ures : B?‘““ nand Ire i + Sievernaia on the 13th, and those on the, pla-
" The most disconténted man, is, altet il the | teau of Korals towards the Upper Belbek on
Jmost easily contented, because nothing satis- | the 14th. | The unanimity with which all de:
fies him, sertexs speak of the presence of tho Emperor
-

prodigious and gigadtic - dimensions - indicate
every intention of holding their position.

THE. SARDINIANS  AND THEIR IIUTS.

The Sardinian have now housed not culy
their troops at Kamara, but even their mest ad-
vanced outposts on the other side of the Tcher-
naya, As they are nearest to the Russians,
they are strictest in their military regulations ;
no®ne is allowed to approach without being
challenged and asked for the parole, On all
the other points where a sort of neutral ground
intervenes between our and the  Russian posi-
tions you can go about as if there were no
Russians in front, and only when you approach
the Sardiniansare you reminded that you urei
before tho enemy,

-
f

THE SOLDIERS NEW WINTER DRESS,

The winter-kit sefved out te each man is
suchas would render him tolerably indepen-
dent of the severest season that can Visit the
earth anywhere between'the poles, and will cer-
tainly enable him to laugh at Boreas, be the
temper of the stormy god what it may, for the *
next four months in the Crimea.  'The artiecles
comprise’ & most_ excellent tweed .coat, lined
thrgughout with xabbit or catskin 3 a lavger and
warmer sheepskin eoat, two pairs of thick worst-
ec drawers, two Jerseys, one pair of worsted
gloves, one worsted cholera belt, one pair of
long waterproof boots, one pair of worsted
stockings, one pair of socks of the same quality
and one sealskin cap to turn down and com-
pletely cover the' ears and neck, No one, [
amdisposed to think will charge Lord Panmure
with having neglected a single artice that the
health or comfort of even the rawest Yecruit
now in -camp ‘can require.” ThHe men them- -
selves are Joud in the expression of ‘theiz satis-
faction, - But while the soldiers have been thus
liberally provided for the eomplaint with regard
to the officers remain as forcible as ever. No-
thing whatever is to be givento them. A smail
supply of warm_greateoats has indeed Leenent
out, but for each the high charge of 654, is  to

I be made. Surely in. providing. so lavishly for

the comfort of the men ds he. has. dore, Lord
Panmure might have yentured on the addition-
al liberality for the. offlcers as well, as Very re-
duced prices, -if not us a free- gift.  The hard-
est pressed taxpayer hetween the Scilly and the
Orkneys would scarcely have grodged his shise
of the outlay involved in so well-earned a picse
of official generosity. gL "
THE NEW HUTS. S

The rew Lowestott huts arevat length in

course of erection, and most excellent in: con-

-struction do they seem—doublewalled, window- ~

ed, floored, and well ventilated, they ean hardly
fail to afford great comfort through™ the winter
to the troops who are reeeiving them, and “will:
certainly be a great advance in this respect apon
the “old single-sheeted structures hitherto in
use, I have not been able to learn how many

of these new buildings have reached Balaklaya,

but from the numbers which are to be seen al-
ready brought up, or in daily  course of transit
to the camp, they appear to be considerable. -

THE ENTENTE CORDIALE.

In respect of winter-clothing, hutting, and
feeding, our men are immediately better off
than our allies, and it is not unusual to see the
latter eating in the English camp ot the excess
of our soldiers' cooking-kettle, Little friend-
ships have sprung up in'this way. ¢ Franceese”
comes over with his spoon, a smile, an onion,
and a bit of salt, or savoury condiment, to some
sapper or grenadier, day after day, about dinner
time, indulges in pantomimic conversation, in-
terladed with martv *benos,” and regales on
good soup and broth, to the great delizht of his
entertainer. Thus both are satisfied—a true
entente cordiale is established throurh the me-
dium of the stomach, and no oue is a looser.

DECLINE OF DRUNKENNESS,

There is commendable activity at all events,
and there are already traces of a  vigorous hand
at head-quarters. The Provest Marshals and
their assistants are looking very sha)%ly after
all strangers and all malpractices. Drunken<
nees is much on the decline, and it would be
very unfair to infer that it was ever excessive;
but the fact is, that a few confirmed drunkards,
who become intoxicated daily, give a bad repu-
fation to a whole regiment, and this spreads
to the wholearmy. The petty thefts have been
traced in nearly every instance to natives or
camp followers, and on the whoie. there. never
was 2 better conducted army in the field placed
under similar circumstances, We are fo haye
horse races on a grand scale, early in December ;
of which the rules and regulations are already
published. e 3

M. SOYER AND WIS SERVICES,

The hospital kitchens are certainly worth
seeing, and M. Soyer hag, by the. introduction
of his stoyes,and of an, improved system of me-
nnge, contributed to render ;them cfficient,—
His stove  would be still more valuable if it
roasted or baked, as well as boiled, but at pre-
sent the last is the only preporation for wkich
it is suited, and the old camp kettle always did
that as well, always, however, with a muck
greater consumption and waste of fuel. In
economising the lutter scarce erdexpensive ar-
ticle by the introduction of his stove, M. Soyer
has rendered a considerable service. No article
presses more heavily on the resources of the
commissiarit department, is more bulky and
difficult of transit, more scarce, snd more ex»
pensive than wood or fuel.

CAMP ' 6TOVES.—~KITCHEN REQUISETS.

The vse of ghe camp stoves is very limited,,
and, indeed such improvements have been
gested by experience, and forced by necessitys
upon officers and men, that in many instances
the most accomplishqd corden. bl u could sug-
gest nothing to be added cr removed from the
regimental kitchens, made o¢ in course of con-
wstruction. The epoils of Sebastor ol bave mate-
rially contributed to onr comforts and efficieney
in this respect, - Kitehen ranged, boilers, iron
bors, Stourbridge bricks—1 bave some im &
chimney built into the side of my hut, and
mirked @ Harpers Stourbridge,” —ovene, brass,




