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From the London Morning Herald. -

. _OUR SECRETARY AT WAR.
~ We are not surprised to find that the pecu-
liar position in which Mr Sidney Herbert is
placed is beginning to attract a large share of
" public attention. ~ Mr S. Herbret’s father, the
iate Earl of Pembroke, married the daughter
of the Russian Count Woronzoff, and the Prince
‘Woronzoff, who has been till lately in command
' of the Russian armies in Geoxjgia, is his maternal
~uncle. It i3 therefore impossible ‘but that Mr
. Sidney Herbret, if he be endowed with the or-
dinary feelings of & man and a gentleman, must
 deeply regret the war now being waged between
_two nations to which he is respectively bound
by the closest ties. . We do not blame him - for
having Russian sympathies ; on the contrary,
‘we do not see how it is possible for him to divest
himself wholly of them. It is quite true that
he isan Englishman, and that he bas ‘& larger
amount of interest connected with England ¢
with Russia ; but we maintain, that if e be what
he ought to be, he must witrtess with sincere
20TTOW two m\tim::sl ﬁvitix,?,wémx‘:irl he s:: 80 ;c}osgl
connected, engaged it a, deadly uggle with
each other. %d&h being the position of the half-
Eaglish, half-Russian privy" councillor, it has
long been & matter of surprise to usthat his own
good taste and his own sense of the proprieties
of life have not induced him to retire from g
post in which, so soon as the war broke sut, he
could not discharge his duty to Tingland with-
out doing violence 10 those feelings which he
must (if he be good for anything) entertain to-
wards his mother’s country.  Would it, we ask,
be creditable to him to rcjoice over the defeat
and humiliation of Russia with ths same en-
tirety of heart which an Englishman would do
who had no family link with Russia ? How,
then, as a gentleman, he has consented to con-
tinue in an official post, in which he is called
0a to tike an active and prominent part in
g‘ensive hostilities against his maternal country,
as ever been one of those curious problems on
which one is'content to speculate without the
faintest hope of arriving at its solution, And if
the matter concerned alone My Sidney Herbert’s
feelings, it might be well to let it rest, and to
leave him to settle it as best he may with his
own conscience ; but unfortunately his peculiar
position, in proportion as it becomes more
senerally known, exciteaa great deal of unavoid-
able suspicion. The cabinet to which he is a
member is notoriously charged with having
amongst its members men of Russian tenders
ciex. Its head is familiarly designated as « the
Crar's forty years’ friend.” It %ms been sinzu-
larly rhearing and vnsuecessful in its warlike
operations agams, its country’s foe. Tais for.
bearance has been the result of avowed and de-
liberate policy, and this want of suceess has
been the result, if we do not say of deliberato
and planned neglect, yet of snch an extraordi-
nary want of foresight as it i impossible to re-
concile with a real, hearty dong Jide resolution
to deserve and to secure success,” Under these
eireumstances, it is much to be regretted that
#ich an additional ground for uneasiness should
‘be presented to the public mind as that"arising
from a half Russian cabinet ministor being the
Identical minister to prepare our forces for the
opexations of war; more especially when his
best fiiends eanmot deny that he occupics a post
which a man of delicate feeling, in his peculiar
position, would not consent to retain for a day,
rowever conscious he might be that he had
chosen his side, and’ thrown to the winds his
earliest and long-cherisheq predilections,
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From the London Morning Herald,
APPROACHING MINISTERIAT, CRISIS,
That which we haye 1o anticipated is likely
coon to take place, In niell—intlormed circ!eys
the impression isgeneral that o ministerial crisis
is at hand. if it has not actually arrived, T,org
Jokn Russell, it appears, and the party who act
with him in the cabinet, are determined not to
incur the responsibility of acting further with
the wmen to whom the management of the War
Department has been confidad. The vague yy-
mour of cabinet dissension hag at length ge-
sumed 2 definate shape. The Lord Px?esident
of the Council has demanded, it is said, the re-
moval of the Duke of Neweastle and. Sir Sid-
ney Herbert from the posts for which they have
_proved themselves so miserably disqualified, ang
the dismissal of thoge pocr incapables involyes
the retirement of the remainder of the ¢ pane
including, of course, the Fipst T.ord of the 'ror-
sury and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, We
do not pretendto be in the confidence of minis.
ters, but it requires no peeuliar penetration to
see that the eoalitio

; ] 1 Was any moment liable to
dislocation, and that latterly such an event had

tion of reflecting, and although they were power-
less to.control the mischief daily accumulating
through the ignorance and - prestmption of the
War-office, they were held accountable for it
by the country at large. © It is not surprising,
therefore, that Lord John Russell should have
resolved ne K?m' to peril the femmnant of the
expedition in the Crimea, and his own reputa-
tion as a statesman, by an association with the
most incompetent and perverse ministers who
ever scrambled to office. There is another in-
dication of an imminent crises. ~ Cabinet Coun-
cils have been held almost daily smee the com-
mencement of the recess.  These constant de-
liberations are not the evidence of stability in
an administration. ., They are the result of con-
stant dissensions, and as constant, but futile, ef-
forts to repair.them. = A contemporary of yes-
terday confirms the statement' we have so fro-
uently and so emphatically made respecting
e divisions of the cabinet on our foreign policy,
ard fully confirms our expressed belief that the
foreign policy of Lord Aberdeen is, and ever has
been, radically opposed to that of his ablest col-
leagues, We refgr to the article in question,
because it manifestly proceeds from an official
source; it possesses at this critical juncture pe-
culiar signi.gganoe, and 'isan unerring index of
the state of affairs in the coalition. “We say,
therefore, let the opposition be prepared. The
coalition has been long encugh in office to test

1ts utter unfitness for the administration of the

affhirs of this great country in the hour of trial
and of(&xger; Letthe conservative party unite
43 one man, and supp an‘administration ca-

ﬁable, patriotic, and etermined—jealous for the
onor of England, and resolved “to uphold it;
and whose i

istrative abilities may restore’
order, and impart vigour to those departments
where it is most needed.  The . materials for
such an administration aveat hand. One month's
intelligence and
War Department will go far to repair the con-
ceited blundering of the Duke of Newcastle,
and the incapacity of the feeble Secretary at
War. “Upon a change of ministry, and such a
one as we have indicated, depends the safety and
success of the army before Sebastopol, and pos-
sibly the security of the French alliance—wheth-
er, in short, we shall be able to dictate terms
to the Czar, or sacrifice all for which we have
taken up arms, and with it our power, our pres-
tige, and our unsullied national honour.

From the London Morning Chronicle.
OPERATIONS IN THE CRIMEA.
So, after all, matters are not quite so bad in
the Crimea. The prospect of getting possession

of the town of Sebastopol grows so hopeful, that
it is neces

Ssary to warn the country against
trusting Lord Raglan further. The bulk of
mavkind are apt to believe that suceess is g
proof of merit ; and if victory should crown
our arms under the guidance of our present
general, it is really to be feared that the nation
may be so infatuated as to eontinue him in the
command.  Perhaps we are ail mistaken in de-
siring the triumph of our soldiers, It may be
that defeat would give us a salutary lesson.—
Good fortune will but close our ears gainst good
council; and we may find, after all, that we
have been lured by prosperity to persevere ina
frightful and disastrous mistake, This, itappears
is the reasoning which induces a provident con-
temporary to entertain us with a catalogue of
the evils that will arise out

the southern portion of Sebastopol. - Ha pily
our monitor is but a blind Tiresias, or, at east,
his mind’s eye is so firmly fixed upon the future
as to be somewhat unregardful of the present.
We beg to assure him that there is O Teason
for his alarm at the prospect of sucha speedy
success as - he patriotically fears.  His exclusive
information of the 13th uls. is a good deal de-
preciated by the arrival of intelligence 10 days
fater. We regret, indeed, that so much self de-
nial should have been uselessly exerted in syn-
pressing what has really been no secret at all—
As soon as-the clements, or,as others have jt,
the obstinate officials, permit, the batteries of
the ailies will open upon Sebastopol as the preli-
minary stop to anassault.  But, up to the latest
dates, the mud was deep, and Lord Raglan and
his staff' is still in the Crimea, and, consequently,
the preparations were as yet incomplete, This,
however, is, as it turns out, extremely fortunate,
Time still remains, to consider whether it ha
pradent te allow Lord Raglan to'achieve a vie.
tory, which it is feared will lead him on to irre-
parable ervors and witimate disasier. The
greater the opportanity of an imbecile, the
Inore - conspicuous and fatal his miscarriagos ;
and it would be better 1 nee,

> re-embark at onee
and pocket, the dishonour, than to bequeath t0
listory the “tale that England ‘was Tuined
through conquering Secbastopol, We, beliove
thas the firm temper of the British . nation ean
ear the sacrifice in this siege of its bravest
80ns whether-it be their fateto fall by sickness
or by the sword. . n

The loss of many a gallant
“soldier from fitigue and e (Bl e 5

become inevitable, Lord, John Russell c¢an
neither have forgotton nop forgiven the slivht|
10 himself and the great parsy he rapresents. of |
placing every office connectod with the War|
Department in the hands of 4 Peelite clique, |
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their ruinous course
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et u mean language (o
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¢ nstancy.
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It is certain the cry for more men will be often
heard from the Crinvea, and if we wish to uphold
our country’s name among the nations it must
be amply and ungrudgingly responded to. It
is said, indeed, that these reinfercements will be
frittered away through unnccessary hardships,
which it is alleged have been their predecessors’
destruction.  But suchi a random charge as this
deserves no more notice than that of wanton
precipitation” aud causeless deiay,” which is
throwsain as a make-weight to the other.—
When hardships have been endured, it may be
possible to doubt whethexr they were or were
Dot inevitable ; but the new attempt to discre-
dit the general plan of the campaign will not,
we believe, obtain for one moment a single list-
ener. Our contemporary should remember
that several false charges do not make a true
one, and that even in slander some method and
judgment are necessary to success, Turning
from these disturbed views to the honest testi-
mony of eye witnesses, we find abundawt reason
for confidence that thie worst is over, and that
a bright and hopeful future is opening to the al-
liesin the Crimea) 'We now possess iutelli-
gence down to the 23rd ult. ‘And we know
that the rainy weather had not. latterly been
.continuous, and that the time was close at hand
when it must yield altogether to the fost. A
few fine dry days would speedily supply what-
ever was deficient for the health and comfort of
opr army. Assoon as the .roads are f_rozen hard
the materials for hutting will be rapidly trans-
‘mitted to the front, the transport of guns and
ammunition wili be'rendered easier than at the:
beginning of the siege, and the ample supplies
in the harbour of Balaklava will we regularly
ﬁ's"lr'ibuted to the troops. Not only will the
ordinary rations be punctuull_y f‘.xrmshe‘d, but
many tokens of the grateful kindness of coun-

y be transmitted to t})e camp. ‘The evidence
thus afforded of ‘the unn'ersa! sympathy of all
elasses with the inevitable trials” of ths ‘soldier
Lon active service, will prove the most effectual
antidote to writings which might otherwise be
highly mischievous.” ‘Along with all that the
ty of the government and the voluntary exer-
tions of the people have, provided for our _army
itwill receive with some amazement copies of
London journals, in' some of v:-h_xch the Com-
mander-in-Chief; in some the Minister of War,
and in others avthorities I general, are charg-
ed with incapacity, stupidity, and neglect of
enormous and incredible proportions, We ave
tempted to inquire how the ‘expeetations thus
excited can be even approximately realised.

The military readers of some of our contem-
poraries must, we think, be doomed ‘to x_'nt.hcr
frequent disappointments, Where it will be
asked, is the .mew Commander-in-Chief P—
Where is the engineer that is to take Se.basm-‘

1? Whereis the suceessor of Sir Rxchard}

‘ngland ?  Can people at home seriously be-
lieve that things are so very wrong out here,
and yet make no effort whatever to set lhemf
right ? It may be truly answered, that people |
at home believe nothing of the kind; but it is |
the manner of certain” journals, just to keep |
their hands.in, todestzoy a. reputation periodi-
{cally. But the attacks upon Lord Raglan wil)

{
!be contrasted, not only with their ‘utter frujt i
lessness, but with the daily evidence that sur-
rounds our soldiers of their want of the smallest
Justification. . We muy safely leave the imputa- |
tions apon our general to the Judgment of
those who would be most effected by their truth.
A jury of soldiers would be a fair tribunal to de-
cide this controyersv, and we are sure Lord
Raglan’s prudence and tenderness to all under
his command, would be sufficiently asserted by
their verdict, *We feel no apprehension that
Lord Raglan will order a premature assault for
the sake of providing ministers with a sop for an
T liament.
::zgtb)e’llgxris reasonable and well-founded anxiety
may. derive some comfort from rcﬂecting that
the consent of General Canrobert would be
necessary to any decided movement of the allied
army. The assilants: of ministers will doubt-
less be very angry at being classed with those
whose present gameis the Commander-in-Chief ;
but we must venture to observe that tho two
methods of opetating are wonderfully alike,—
Never, surely, was there sucha deal of bother
about nothing, whilst the impeachment of ‘the
Duke of Newcastle and the reed! of Lord Rag-
lan seem equially subject to be indefinityly post-
poned.

We. do not. consider that the capture of Se.
bastopol is necessary to the justification either
of the war minister or of the general ; bug

{haps we may hope, whenever  that
!

per-
great event
{ occurs, to be rid of the tedious controversaries
{that have originated out of the sicge. 'The
end, however, is not yet, and if the time still re-
maining be well used; it may yet be possible
to presuade the English public that the success
of their mighty enterprise will be no proof of |
| the capacity of their general,
LR X £a
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INCIDENTS OF THE WAR,

Hrrcurs ABovE SesAstoror, Dye, 23.
I am sorry to say that the most

barefaced

8, and the
| severest attacks upon all department

Perhaps those who profess T

ihur wonld have been v

e ————

on thoroughly incapable —-the engineers are
bunglers—the medical manegement notoriously
one of destruction instead of cure-and as to
the commissariat, it ought to be decimated,
beginning at the head. 'The abuse is sometimes
concentrated in the sentence, “the whole thing
has been from the beginning, and still ie, utterly
misuaraged.”

As Lhave often affirmed, I am no Judge on
military matters; but I am nota fool. 1 walk
about with my eyes open, and have quite suffi-
cient dicernment to discover that enormous ex <
er:ions are being made in all quarters, which lit-
tle deserve the severities so(iiberally provided
by the mouths of stupid complainers, ‘The fact
is this, unless a general has some patent for tak
ing mighty strongholds at any given moment,
and gaining great vietory without severe losses
~—unless he can provision trroops comfortably,
although the weather cripples transport—and
defend his position by a vast army without sick -
ness assailing the exposed, he is’ said not to be
worthy the high position he occupies. “ Look
at the French,” is the pet cry. «There every-
thing is perfection.” Yes, we may well Jook at
the French, and learn one great lesson—and
that is, 10t to be quite so persumptnous, and to
bear our suﬂ"eringa with a somewhat more di
nified silonce. The French know what are the
ravages of war, and how bitterly sp!di(-rs must
suffer, especially on such an expedition os this ;
but they do not, by means of hot-headed *eniis-
saries, or letters from Sergeant Le Febre or
Corporal -Chamont, declare to the whole of
France that Cabrobert is a noodle, and that
thousands have died, and are still dying, martyrs
of hardship. No, they are too sensible. 'I'he
consider it uanessary to blazon forth the trials
which God has sent them. 1 hey rather encou-
rage, by their patience and confidence, the gene~
ral who is guiding their arms to victory. It
would be well for us to take examnie by our al-
lies. Let us do our utmost-—let the authorities
at home labour, as I am sure the'v do, to ren-
der the army as healthy and efficient s possi-
ble—let there be no hesitation as to expense,
fora great stake is being played for, and then
leave the rest to Providence.

As usual, we have had sorties, but always
against the French, who appear each time to
have given their visitors a warm reception, and
sent them back fully satisfied with the attention
shown them. The reason our noble allies
have more than we have of this mighty fighting
results from them being so much nearer their
enemy, We never feel the least anxiety ahout
the result when the firing begins, as we know
that it will soon be over, and 1i

ittle destruction
goes: on inthe dark. We aye still as busy as

j we can be with the guns and ammunition but sg

long s the roads continue in their present stare
nothing can be done  expeditionsly,
ceedingly glad to find that My Peto has taken
the matter in hand, and that sye long we shali
have a railroad from Balaklava to the heighta.
The whole thing sounds so strange that one can
searcely believe one’s ears, and yet, 0 true is
the matter, that within one month from this day
i that shot, shell, guns, mor-

Y. lam ex-

it is quite possible
tars, nay regiments, will be runuing on mils, for
the express purpose of amusing the army end
navy of Sebastopol. As you 80 from camp to
camip you constantly catch t.he ery, “ Charlton,
have you heard about the rull\my, and that we
are go0on to have pleasure txips, every Monday
and Thursday to Balaklava, by way of a
change®” ¢ Yes,” answers Charlton, %] have
heard about it, and there is and advertisensent
of Peto’s in the papers, but 1 am sick of this
fishing when the river's d

ry—why we ought to
have had a tramroac ut work two 1

monthe ago ;
preparations should have been made when we
were starting for the Crimea,

I consider the
government has a great deal tdanswer for.”.—

>00r _government | What g cry there would
have been had rails been carried out for an un-
known pur{)osc. and ships laden with workmen
to labour they knew not where ; indeed, what
could have been more ludierous than the idea
of a railway in connection with the Eastern ex-
pedition, until it was known that g siege would
take place, and a road of severa] miles be requir-
ed for the purpose of carrying it on with the
necessary energy ? ‘Thisis only ome more of
the unreasonabe acensations brought forward by
the young and inconsiderate, or by the old nnd
grumpy, aguinst the poor powers that be,
also get it on the subject of huts,
that 1t is shameful to keep troops thus exposed
when a little forethought would haye rendered
comparatively so comfortable, Do pat be led
away by the talking trash which is weskly heap-
ed upon the public. - We have now been throe
months in the Crimea, where the cliwate
toriously mild, until the middle of J
when the severe weather sets in, It was quite
possible that Sebastopol would have fallén ere
this, and an order for huts until late in Novem.
€Iy premature,
stances have delayed the fall o
thg siege 18 still boon carried on,  Yet, with all
‘thn, we shall have our nobje troops under cover
before the frost and sriow ere upon them ; for at
this moment ‘the vampu'sihu‘ and Cosmopki-
tan are, [ hear, coming up the Sea of Marmers,
and will be gt Palaklava with their cargoes of

They
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i> no=
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1said by the stupid grumblers thay 1,
)15 slow and inefficient—the staffy of

{ Commander of

every divisi-

It is | early in the p,

ord Ihglan {of rﬂjnicing it

houses by (“}arlau::n.v-d_“_ and those houses will
be standing on the hoights above Sebastspol
outh of January. - Whata tme
willbe when ‘our brave soldiers
L have Covering which wiil shelter thes
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