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1 ~oy 2 o ment, judging from some recent events,
@ ? y Hhtlrlun ?v?fltin all il)robability he made. Sir George
S27) g Ao Cronewall Lewis is not untried asa speaker ; and
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From the London Morning Chronicle,

THE NEW MINISTRY.

- The Palmerston ministry may be considered
as reconstituted.  The appointments of offices
entitling their holders to take part in the de-
liberations of the cabinet are completed, by the
accession of Mr Vernon Smith to the post of
President of the Board of Control, his nomina-
tion to which we had already announced. Among
the most important offices, not of the cabinet,
those of the President and Vice.President of
ibe Board of Trade demand a careful attention
in the selection of their holders, For the for-
mer, Lord Stanley of Alderley is eminently fit-
ted, as well by his talents as by his official ante-
cedents. A longservice in various deparsments
of the government has given him a general ex-

rience which will be useful in his new office,
or the dutics of which, also, he has been spe-
olally prepared while discharging the dutics  of
Vice-President of the same board.  We do not
comprehend the ground on which any compari-
sons unfavourable to the new President of the
Board of Control have been hazarded. Those
who have clamoured against the monopoly of
the higher offices of state by «lords,”" can
scarcely make this complaint against Mr Ver.
non Smith, In uprightness and parlizmentary
independence he can surely vie with any of the
“mnew men” who were to have been thrust upon
the country. Of this the records of parliament
contain abundant &)roof. The right honourable
gentleman has had various opportunities of ob.
taining official experience, having served at the
Treasury and in the Colonial Department. For
n ehort time, too, he filled the office lately held
. by Mr Sidney Herbert; and, in the department
over which#he is now called on to preside, dur-
ing four years he held the office of secretary.—
Itis not always the most superficially brilliant
men who make the best ministers, Mz Vernon
Smith is 2 sound and practical man, one who
thinks for himself, and is ag unlikely to be the
slave of influence as of tradition, He is also a
practised debater, and, upon the whole, we do
not see that Lord Palmerston, in the cireum-
stances in which he is placed, could have made
a choice which would have been more satisfactory
to the public.  The ministry will not have the
sdvantage of the services of Mr Villiers, and the
?restxge attaching to him as a commercial re-
ormer, as Vice-President of the Board of Trade,
but the right honourable gentleman will still re.
tain his office of Judge Advocate-General. - In
the minor departments, some of the offices are
not get finally disposed of, but great progress
has been made. The attention Mr Danby Sey-
mour has devoted to Indian affairs points him
out 84 well qualified for the office of secretary
ta the Board of Control. No new writ is neces-
~sitated by thisappointment. A good suceessor
to Mr Fitzroy is foundin Mr W, Cowper, whose
previous official experience will be of great sbr.
vice to him in the office of Under-Secretary to
the Treasury., Should Sir Robert Peel finally
have accepted the post for which he had been
designated, Lord Palmerston will be enabled to
count in his administration two of the cons of
the decmsgd statesman who gives his name to
e ¢ Peelists,” altbough deprived of the valu-
sble services of 60 many of his successors. My
Taing, having felt himself recluded by his
vanous private engagements from aceepting the
post oﬂ'erefl to him, and My Monckton Milues,
though a firm supporter of Lord Palmerston,
having declined the Secretaryship to the Trea.
sury, that post, together with a ovdship of the

Admiralty, the Secretaryship of the Admiralty,
end the office of Vice-President of she Board of
Trade, remained undisposed of last eveniug, but
will, in all probability, have been filled before
the resumption of parliamentary business, One
iaportant office remains unfilled ; not, howerer,
that there has been any delay :
the part of Lord Palmerston,
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in selecting for the office of Chancellor of the
Exchequer aman of his high order of mind,

sciously, a tribute of respect to its late holder,
by resolving that its credit shall be worthily
sustained. Of Mr Vernon Smith we have al-
ready spoken, and would only add that posi-
tions of high responsibility often develop the
the latent powers of men.” The present Prime
Minister had been nearly 20 years in parliament
and in office ere he took the parliamentary rank
he has since held. In all other respects, the
cabinet and the chief offices of state remain the
same as under the government of Lerd Aber-
deen, and whatever praises that ministry de-
served on the score of administrative ability
ought, with the deductions and additions we
have named, to be coatinued ‘o that of Lord
Palmerston. In the minor posts the ministry

able men, but also by the guarantees they bring
that many causes of obstruction to legislative
business will be discontinued. :

From the London Morning Chronicle.
¥ THE SINEWS OF WAR.

- If there be one subject more than another
upon which little or no difference of opinion
prevails throughout England and France, it is
that'the warin the Eastbe prosecuted with the
utmost. vigour. It is no part of the duty ofa
wise nation to go to war without counting the
cost, and reckoning its ability to meet such un-
der any state or circumstances. We apprehend
that the Czar cannot, in this respect, be eonsi-
dered as representing the opinions of a wise
nation.  Although he cannot boast of having
won a batti¢ or a foot of territory, he has been
compelled by the exigencies of his exchequer to
have recourse to the issue of incenvertible pa-

er money. - His national fiag is hoisted within
the walls of Sebastopol, bt no standard is
known to his Councelilor of the Tixchequer, his
merchants, or his people. The million sterling
drawn from his former investment in British se.
curities is no longer at his command, and his
chances of procuring a loan iu any State of Eu-

kites, whose name is placarded on every wall in
the City of London, cbtaining cash for
presentation in Threadneedle-street or Lombard-
street. We will not stop to enquire how far
the financial position of the Emperor Nichelas
is likely to be improved by the recent enforce.
ment of a more rigorous blockade of his com-
merce,and the continuous and rapid withdraw-
al of large numtbers of his people from the cul.
tivation of the soil, It has been computed that
in 1853 Russia was enabled to export 6,600,060
quarters of wheat ; but whether this may have
been so or not, it is beyond all question that she
denefitted very largely by her abundunt harves:
of that year, whilst the
France were fearfully deficient.  If, so shortly
after having been the recipient of these adyan.
tages, Russia is reduced to the necessity of js-
suing inconvertihle paper money, it is not diffi-
cult to foresee what will be her financial stafe as
the war progresses, The moment may. not be
inopportune to takea glasce at the position,finan-
cial and social, of the allies. During the past
year England was under the necessity of pur-
chasing food for her people to the amonuyt in

000.  Yet she has had no monetary crisis,—
The notes of the Bank of England continge
convertible ; bullion amounting to £12,000,000
is contaired within her vaults; consols are at
9145 good mercantile paper is discounted ot 5
per cent. ; and if a loan of ££0,000,000 weye
called for to-morrow, the money would readily
be subscribed within a week. ’i‘
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such circumstances, no apprehension need be
felt in respect to the possession by Eagland of
the requisite materials of war. The porition by
our French ally is scarcely less auspicious,—
The ease and promptitude with which she has
recently subscribed a large loan is without a
parrellel in her histery. Her harvest of 1834,
and prospects for 1855, are analogous to those
of our own country, if we exsept the loss conse-
quent upon the failure in her vintage of last au-
tumn, The amount of gold coined by our al-
ly in 1854 is strongly indicative of a healthy fi-
nancial state.  In 1851 she coined 241,000,0001;
in 1852, 270,000,000f; whilst in 1854 she coin-
ed no less than 526,500,000f. Thus far her
trade has not suffered materially ; and there are
in the aggregate, good grounds for anticipating
that the future trade of the two countries will be
on a scale commensurate with their require-
ments, becoming at the same time daily more
intimately conuected by an alliance not less sin-
cere and beneficial in commerce than cordial and

Trom the London Daily News.
ARMY REFORM,

At length the serious discussion of the subject !
of Army Reform has begun in parliament.—
When willit end ?  The stone once set a rol-
ling, who will pretend to stop its cour-e P—
The vis ineriae of government is great, but
greater in the long-run will be found™ the pow-
er of public opinion. At what rate government
will be moved in the direction of concession |
must depend on the people themselves. Loxd |
Goderich’s motion may be designated as the
modest preface to the case which parliament
will soon be forced to—ay, and “to heed, too—
on behalf of the gallantry of the middle and|
working classes of rhe nation. In times past,
while men of all ranks have been called on to
shed their blood in defence of country, those
who belonged to the privileged order were
alone rewarded, In more recent days the hear:
of monopely appears to have gradually waxed
faint, and silently and patronisingly, scraps of
justice have been flung out, in the hope of ap-
peasing or stilling the demand of general right.
As happered in the case of commercial reform,
we had amendments in the twiff professedly
brought forward witheut the least idea of
bandoning' the essential principle of the old Sys-
tem, and Canada Corn Bills supported with em-
phasis by the stanchest advocates of protection,
A still more striking illustration may be derived
from the history of electoral yeform. In 1828
the present Premicr of Mr Huskisson, believ-
Ing that the days of the close boroughs were
drawing to an end, proposed to let o the ga-
thering steam by enbanchising Birmingham
They failed to convince their ‘
colledgues and their party, however, that the |
steam was gelting up on the subject.. Sir Ro- |
bert Peel and Lord Lyndhurst made merry
with their wernings ; the great towns remained |
a litle longer . uurepresented; and tlw{
explosion at lengthtook place that blew con- !
servative resistance to atoms for many a day.
Lord Palmerston isnow in the opposite position
and his argument is the converse of what it then
was—the subject of reform being in the pre-
sent instance the national army instead of the
national representation. He  cannot believe
that atotal changs will be precipitated by the
refusal of moderate concessions, ~He recognizes
the principle of Lord Goderich’s motion, but
will not act upon it. He relies on what has
already been done, just as his colleagues did in
1828 on the mere disfranchisethent,of East Ret-
fordand as they dreamed of thereby tranquilis-
ing the public mind, so new it is imagined that
the fact of one sergcant in each regiment hav-
ing been given an ensigney in acknowledgment

tinuance of the system of promotion by pur-
chase inall ranks of the service. The noble
member for Huddersfield pointed out very
clegrly that to take a single mndividual'from the

ly educated, without any hope or prospect of |
ever beingable to raise himself further as u com-
missioned officer, was no fair trial of the system |
of fair play.and no favour. | Lord Goderich also, |
with praiseworthy firmness, refused to be moli- |
fied by Palmerston’s ¢ soft sawder,” seeing that |
his colleagues held such different langune.— |
But we think Lord Goderich, i his natural de |
sire to conciliate support for his proposal, and
to disarm antagonism, seemed disposed to yvield
too much when he said that all he asked” was
that such individuala should not hereafter be so
few,and that, after this had obtained their first
i commission, government should continue to
keep its eyes upon them, in order to promote

{ themselves, We fear that, were it possible to
1 act effectually on this suggestion, it would give
 rive to jealousies and enmities that would soen
{ embitter the lives of those in whose favour the
i plan_of special favour had been devised: .In a
| word, we arc inelined to say that so lorg as you ‘
| iy do justice by way of apecial grace nnd

ed for in the army. The Under-Secretary for

War, in the coursé of his dreary and inconsis-

tent attemrt at a reply, adwitted that the sys-
{tem of purchase and the system of raismg all
['who deserved commussions from the ranks were
.iccompatible, and could never te made really

10 co-exist,

In"the French seriee every step!

is open to promotion on the score of merit as
the first : hence it works well. Seniority and
merit are foamed into a kind of double or alter-
native claim.  Of the lieutenants, two-thirds be-
come captaing by seniority, and one-third by
merit.  Of the captains, one-half are promoted
to the grade above them by merit, and the
other helf by senority—and so on to the highess
ranks ; merit becoming more and age less, influ-
ential as the aspivant to commend sscends the
ladder of promotion. Ihis is a combinaticn
well worthy of consideration by ammy reformers
generally ; but i is undoubtedly too true that
our system of advancement in the nasy is taini-
¢d with a reproach quite as grave as that which
it is sought to wije away from the mitlitary
branch of the profession of armis, although  in
the navy there 1s no such thing as purchaee of
commissions. The debate of last night will te
cead with anxiety by thousands of every class
throughout the land, It will certainly nes s~
tisfy the enthustastic friends of justice to our
soldiery ; nor will it, on the O{gl(’t hand, set at
rest wholly the misgivings of those whose eruft
is in danger.  But it will do good. ‘It will et
people thinking how the coming change may be
most safely and equitably effected ; and it ‘will
prove to the most haughty and overbearing de-
fenders of the flippant phrase—¢ gentlemen for
tl}c army, and the army for gentlemen”— that
they must expand their test to conduct, end iu-
telligence, and worth, nor hope any longer 1o
limit its meaning to” birth and wealth, It is
not by arguments like those of Lord Seymour
—wnho, with his usual pride in fucing u.:npoyw
rity, seems resolved to stand by aristocratic ex-
clusion to the last—that the spirit now enkind-
led amongst the thoughtfnl and disinterested
community at large:will be put down. The facs
that the British army is the onl
where commissions are bo: ght and sold publi-
cally and legally, is worth a would of droctrinaire
dialectics ; and the touching tribute of one wit-
ness like Bir De Lacy Evansto the worth of the
unrewarded soldiery, and the withering effects of
the present military regime, will outweigh in
every fairly-constituted mind, all the” sophistry
and unreason that can be enlisted i its defenge.
Nevertheless, we must repeat what we bave
said already, that it lies with the people mainly

to.determine at what prce the qu shalt
advance. The instinets of the existing Houso
of Commouns are inveterately opposed to any

substantial. changd® and until the pressure  of
opinion in the constitiiencies shall have been
brought steadily to bear upon sham liberals and
inflexible tories, no man, or set of men, will' be
able to force open the gates of promotion to
military menrit.
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Camp before Sebastopol, February 13.

Tt blew halfa gate of wind all night, and the
wain fell till 2 o'eloek 1. . in the day, but the
wind wag warm and the temperature agreeable,
The reads are very ‘heavy, and the country i«
nat easily traversed, 'The soil is not so tenacions,
however, as it is when drying up in fire weathicr
after heavy rains. It is then so sticKy, that the
wheels of axtillery waggons actually
it, and the earth accumulates solidly between
the spokes. It need not be said with what
difficulty men get over the ground on foot, As
to the condition of the horsea, it iy re
It is now four or five days that our cavalry hud
artillery horses have been without aay, and that
all they have had to cat has Leen the ration of
barley, and, now and then, a little chopped straw.
The reason of this is simple, No hay has been
received by the commissariat in harbour ; and yet
it is stated that Mr, Fidler wrote Jast Septem-
ber to the authoritiesat home to stats that it
would be ghsolutely necessary for them to take
steps to_send out forage for the horses from
England.  What is the result of our mode of
doing business ?  No hay is in harbour; the
horses are subjected to heavy work, without pro-
perfood ; and ata recent board the veterina) y
surpeons condemned no less than 140 horses® 't
of the Royal Artillery aloue, :

The French workmen, however, have myde
considerable progress with the new batteries on
our right.  On che lefs they were exposed to a
heavy fire from 4 till' half-past 4 o'cloek,. and
the Russians blew up another French magazive
inside the batteries. They at cuce opened fire
along their lines with six tiemendous salvnes of
artillery, and rushed up on their parapets nud
gave three loud ringing cheers.  The damagas
done by the explosion was, 1am Rappy to &
very insignificant. and before the Russians had
ceased cheering the French tock their revenge,
by discharging a tremendous voiley of heavy
shells, which burst on the walls of the admiral’s
house, and'silenced for a time the guns in No. 3
Battery at the Flagstaff Fort,

The railway progresses very rapidly, and has
now reached a point 300 yard from the town, —
‘The enemy appears to have abandoned any at-
tempt to annoy the workmen, and have nof put
guns on Canroberts-hill.  As sopn as the works
are completed, a strong party of cavalry will be
advenced every night into the plain before Bakie
klava, to prevent the ¢remy coming down to
injure the ruils,

Two spies were found within in our lines last
night between the extreme right and the Ruge
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