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and five batteries of artillery, were then on the
point of anchorage o Sebastopol for Kertch,
and my message by electric telegraph will have
announced the complete success of that expe-
dition ; but it now remains for me to give anac-
count of our proceedings for their lordships’ in-
formation :—

The - fleet, which consisted of . thirty-three
of her Majesty’s ships and a French fleet
‘of nearly equal force under the command of my
very t and energetic colleague, Vice-Ad-
miral Bruat, assembled off the Straits of Kertch
at early dawn on ths birthday of her most gra-
cious Majesty the Queen, and both armies aud
navies confidently anticipated a successful cele-
bration of that auspicious day. The fleets
steamed rapidly up to Kamiesch, where the ar-
my landed under cover of the guns of the steam
frigates, and immediately ascended the heights
without oppositien, while the steamers of light
draught of water pushed on towards Kertch and
Yenikaie ; and the enemy, apparently taken by
lttxlrprise at the rapidity of the:ee movements, and
the imposing appearance of the expedition, blew
up his fortifieations on both sides g}e:ihe Straits,
mounting not less than 50 guns (new and of
heavy calibre;) which had fallen iuto our posses-
sion, and retired after having destroyed three
stcamers and several other heavily-armed ves-
sels, as ‘well as large quantities of provisions,
ammunition, and stores, thus leaving us masters
of the entrance into the Sea of Azoff, without
our having sustained any loss whatever.

As the disembarkation was unsupposed, in
consequence of the fire of the steam frigate
having arrested the advance of the enemy, there
was no field for the try that animated
every one in the expedition ; but the duties they
had to perform’ were arduous, and 1 should be
doing injustice to them and to my own feelings
if I 'were mot to say that no Commander-in:
Chief was ever more ably .assisted than I am by
the captainsand those under their command;
one and all follow the amirable example of the
zealous and talented second in command, Rear-
Admiral Stewart, and thei could not possibiy
do better. = There was, however, an incident
‘dyring the day that called forth the admiration
jmh fleets, and which deserves to be parti-
etlarly noticed.  Lieutenant M'Killop, whose
zunvessel, the Snake, was not employed like the
others in landing troops, dashed past the forts
after an’ enemy’s steamer, and,’ although he
soon found' himselt engnged, not only with her,
also with two others who -came to her support,
he persevered, and “by the ‘cleverness and ex-
treme rapidity of his mancuvres; prevented the
eseape’of ‘all three, and they were - consequently
‘déstroyed by theenemy,and the Snake had not
a man ‘hart, though' shots passed through ‘the !
vessel.

“Yesterday Admiral Bruat and I accompanied
the combiuned steam flotiila into the sea of Azoff,
and despatched them, under the orders of Capt.
Lyots; -of the Miranda, on the interesting and
impurtant service they have before them. ™

Hall  this' expedition been deferred but a

a distance of 20 yards, erossed at right angles
the intendéd new French parallel, the further
yrogress which was bythis manoeuvre completely
Lin ered. The formation of this trench was in-
stantly reperted to General Pelissier, who came
and inspected it himself, when a close survey
discovered that not only had the cross trench
itself been completed, but that two flanking
covering trenches, placed so as to completely
enfilade the most advanced one, had likewise
been thrown up, though apparently they seem-
ed incomplete, and barely fit for service. The
result of the reconnoissance of the whole posi-
tion was, that it was considered of such impor-
tance to the progress of siege works of our al-
lies, and soon likely to become of such strength
that not a moment was to be lost in capturing
itat any cost. Yesterday evening, at 9 o'clock,
was fixed upon for the attempt. 500 Chasseurs,
200 of the Imperial Guard; with about 1,200
Zouaves, were told off as the assaulting' party,
with a reserve of 2 500 men of the Guard. and
Zouaves. Everything was arranged with the
utmost secreey, only the night, which was fine,
clear, and calm, seemed slightly againgt the suc-
cess of the attack—at least as a surprise.

The force quitted the French trenches in two
strong columns, about 200 yards apart The
plan ot the attack was'to enter the trench as its
two angles, so as not only to secure the advanc-
ed trench itself, but to enfilade and command
the flanking ways which led to it. ~ Unfortunate-
ly the plan does not appear to have been well
carried out. From ignorance of the ground,
which was still further disfigured by the spring-
ing of the mines, one column went too much to
the left, while that on the right mistook its way
altogether, and did not come into action uatil
some time after the lett column had been deep-
ly in want of its assistance. The attacking par-
ty on the left proceeded some distance without
seeking any indications of the advanced trench.
A halt was called, and' doubts were- expressed as
to have deviated from their proper track. In
the midst of the conversation which this led to,
the Russians appear to have completed all their
defensive preparations and now from the trench
on the left fired a tremendous volley into the
French, At this attack, the doubts of ‘the lat-
ter were instantly solved ; and  misteking' the
flanking trench on 'the left for the advanced
trench, they commenced  their attack on'ir,
striving to close with the bayonet ; but the na-
tural difficultics of the ground 'with which our
allies had to contend were almost insurmounta-
ble. Broken musses of stones, pits, mounds,
gabions, and fascines, cumbered the eartr inall
directione. Amidst those obstructions the
French Guards and Zouaves got involved for a
considerable time, exposéd to'a murderous “fre

{ from the enemy, which "they weré¢ almost ‘en:

tirely unable to return.  Our allies felfin all
directions, yet still gallanty pressing on ‘they
reached the breastwork. At this point -2 series
of most desperate en~ounters took place. Four
or five times the French crossed the breastwork
and got a strong footing in the trench, but the

short time-longer, there would have been’ many
‘and great difficulties to overcome, for the ‘ene- |
myy- wh actively strengthening- the sea  de- !
fences, ‘and in replacing’ the sunken vessels|
“which had " been -carried ‘away by the current !
during the winter months.

Of the 40 vessels sunk lnsz year some still re-
wiain, and a French steamer touched" upon one
“of them yesterday. It appears that the enemy
did not sueceed in destroying the eoals, either
at Kertch or Yenikale, so that about 17,000
tons remain, which will be available for our
steamers.

It will be evident to their'lordships that the
rapid- operations which 1 have had the honor and

happiness to lescribe to them could not bave|

been brought to so satisfactory a conclusion if
the most perfect understancing and the most
hearty good will  towards each other had not
prevailed throughout the alled fleets and’ar-
mies.— I am, &c., EpyUND Lyoxss,
tear-Adwiral and Commander-in- €hief.
To the Secfetary of the Admiralty, London.

THE CAPTURE OF THE RUSSIAN
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heavy file fire which, from under cover of the
different breastworks, che Rursians were able to
keey up, prevented their retaining ‘their con-
uest. To add still farther to their disadvan-
tages the Rusgian Latteries had now got ‘their
precisé range, and thrvew regular volleys of
grape and shell into their rafks. * Nevertheless
the assailants did not.abandon the attack, but
dispatching messengers for reinforcements, con-
tinued ibeir onset with deter nined  courage.—
Suddenly, in the midst of the melee, the co-
lumn which had departed to the right, atiract-
ed by the firing, now returned, and joininjz with
the reserve column of upwards of 2,000 men,
which hadadvanced tosupport the attack, pour-
ed in upon the advanced trench.

Had this onset been made with the left co-
lumn an hour or two sooher, there is no doubt
it would have been completely successful, but
as it was, the continued fighting had thorough-
ly alarmed the enemy, and strong columns  of
J\eir troops lined every part of the work —
Nevertheless, the attack was so impetuous that
the French succeeded, after a close and bloody
contest, in getting a footing in several parts of
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! the trench, and then commenced a fight for ita
| possession such as_has not, for ferocity” and

The intense interest and anxicty with which ! bloodshed, been equelied during the siege, © By

we were all waiting news of the Kertch expedi-
tion has been - considerably

perte attempt which our allies mad : last night
to eapture one of the enemy’sadvanced trenches
and which, after gaining possession of, they

were, after a long and most bioody encuuntér,;
r'l’he two covering trenches remained in the

compelled toevacuate.
A few nights since -the. French sprang two
or three small mines, not only for the purpose
.ot injuring the Flagstafl, but.to aid in the for-

“mat.on of a new parallel, ‘which was intended !

take part of the batfery.in flank. The mines
were perfectly successful, and on the night fol-

mere dint of bayonetting and stabbing, the

diverted by a des- | French managed to clear the advanced trench

of the enemy and effect a junction” with the
lefe column, which had maittained a footing in
one of the covering trenches. From the latter
point, Iowever., they were compelled to retire.

hands of the encmy, but the advanced  cross
trench the French held completely, The hand
to hand struggle then ceased. The French
strove to throw up a breastwork, so as to cover
them from the fire of the enemy. In this they
were: unsuecessful.

lowing this explosion the French proceeded to

- construct this. flank work: the progress of the | fire of artillery was poured upon them with|

latter, heweverthe enemy offered the most de-
termined, - On the night of the 21stthe French
working. parties, strougly supported, made an
attempi to continue their parallel, but . without
sucoess.. Two orthree times in the course of the
same night the French repeated their . efforts,
but weie always compelled to retire.
the: whole . of this time:the enemy’s fatigues
never slackencd for an instant, and by the
morning of yesterday, the 224, they had entire-

ly campleted a new advanced .trench; +which at ! to carry them at the pomt of the bayonet, but' new Yattéry there. The whole foree instantly extend from ghe hills, bevond the

Daxing {

. such density and effect, that whole companies
| were swept awny before it, Stll thev held
}their ground, though under the fire of the bat-
i teries they fell by scores. Strong parties of the
{enemy oceupied the covering trenches, and

from their position were enabled to infiladé the
advanced trench with a murderous fire of infan-
try. It _was a mere slaughtor of the French.
| Twice driven: to desperation by the cross fire
L of the trenches, they sallied out and attemypited

: From every point of the
Russian batteries, commanding the trench, & |the second trench. At this‘point the command-

these mere ebullitions of valour were of no
avail against the strong works and welliorgan-
ised resistance of the enemy.  In hoth cases
the French were driven’ back with loss, and: re-
tired to tne cross trenchy. where they still con-
tinued to melt away underthe devastating five
of artillery and. musketey. It was close cn
dawn when a message was sent to the. ¥rench
General, informing him that nearly half the
column had fallen in the attempt to hold the
place ; that it was a mere useless waste of life,
as by daylight it would be utterly untenable.—
The answer was returned that they were to
ther their dead and wounded; and retire:—
his they accordingly did at about 4 in the
morning, after haying maintained the sangui-
nary -and unequal contest for more than: six
hours, and lost, it is said ‘the awful numiber of
1,300 men, killed, wounded and missing.
The Russian loss must have been most severe,
but from the fact of their men fighting entire-
ly under cover, it is not supposed to be'as heavy
as that of the French. The latter failed, not
from want of courage or discipline, as one half
of the valour and constancl‘; they displayed
would have been sufficient to have captured any’
of the Russian batteries, but simply fiom their’
mistaking the route and attacking the trench at
a wrong point, where the work, if carried, was
untenable. The affair has cast rather a gloom
over the French, No less than 31 of their of-
ficers are said to be killed or wounded. It is
said that if it costs 10,000 men, the place must
be taken, and that another attempt will be made

this evening. e
May 24,

As wasanticipated, the French made another
attack upon the advanced trench last night,
 which was completely successful.

.This time the plan was better arranged, un-
der the immediate care of General Pelissier him-
self, who informed the troops that if they failed
then, they must attack again at daybreak, and
contiuug to attack until fbe trench was in their
possession. ;

Three columns = each 3,000 strong—were
chosen for the assault, and started just as dusk
was commencing, two slightly in advance for
the capture of the covering trenches on each
side. and the centre - column for the cross
trench itself.  In spite of all the vigilance of
the enemy, the right and left. columns closed
with the covering trenches before' they were
discovered and instantly attacked them, fora mo-
ment the enemy seemed bent on an obstinate re-
sistance, but the attack at such an early hour of
the evening (a little ‘after 8) evidently. took
them by surprise, and after a short stiuggle
both trenches wete captured, the enemy flying
in all directions. . Numbers of them were shot
and bayonetted on the spot.. Almost at-the
samie time the centre eolumn attacked the cross
trench; but' here thé ‘enemy, being prepated
and in greater force, a desperate contest took
place, and it was not untilafter about. 20 mi-
nutes’ hard fighting that the French were ‘en-
abled to get possession of it. AS its ‘defend-
ers retired they were completely decimated by
the cross fire to which they were: exposed from
the French in the covering trenches.

The instant that possession was obtained, half
of the troops wereset to work to remove the
gabions and breastivork: from one side of. the
trench to the other, so as to shelter the assail-
ants from the fire of thn batteries, while the
remainder formed into two strong calumns, ad-
vaneed to ‘attack the Itussian soldiers who had
been driven from: the position, and’ who were
halted at a short-distance in the rear, evidently
waiting for reinforcements to attempt a re-cap-
ture. Upon these the French rapidly advanced,
and the Russians, though inferior in numbers,
did not decline the contest.  As our allies came
on, the enemy deployed, and received them
with a smart file fire, to which the’ French never
returned a shot until within pistel range, when
they, too, deployed, and firing one heavy volley,
charged with the bayonet. The Russians fell
into ' confusion, and, as I am informed; after
shouting for a few minutes, threw away their
arms and fled, the gréat mass of them keeping
to the right in the direction of the Cemetery,
which lies outside the town,on the left of the
Redan. The French, who were now thorough-
ly roused, and bent wupoa reveage, follow-
ed them closely, and bayonetied the fugitives
by dozens.  No quarter was'asked or given:—
In this smanner our: allies pursued tlient for
nearly haif-a-mile, till both Russians apd é'rénch
arrived at a deep trench'and breastwork on the
left of the Redan, beneath the Garden battery.
Into this the flying enemy scrambled, and the|
French after them. = A strong force of Russians
seemed to hold this trench, but they appeared
perfectly panic.stricken by the flight of their
comrades, and after discharging their muskets
in an irvegular fusillade, fled with the rest, lea-
ving the Fronch in an undisturbed position of

v

er of the Trench columns wisely called a halt,
They had already penetrated into the enemy’s
lines further than any of the allies bad been be-
fore, and to continue the advance with such a
{small force, and without support, would have
been mere madness. . As, it was, they might
have great Cifficulty in effecting their retreat.—
A hasty examination was mace of the trench,
and one of the soldiers, who had advanced furs
than the rest up the parallel on the right, came

advanced in ‘the direction intimated, and trifly
cnough found that in aflarge obtus¢angle:of tae
breastwozls amew battery had been formed; an
was totally abandoned.. It mounted some eight
orten heavy long gung, four mortars; and «
number of cohorns. - Not & moment was lost in
turning -the discovery:to account.  Half the
foree was instantly formed out in-columne, with
out pickets to give notice of the approach = ef
the enemy, who was now momentarily. expet:-
edyand keep them, if possible, in cheek tillthe
destruction of the battery was completed. 1 e
rest of the troops, piling their arms; comnienced
the work of destruetions - The long guns were
stantly spiked, over turned; the trubions of
the guns knocked off, arid the spokes of thé cur-
riage wheels chopped to- pieces.. Some,which
were ships’ guns, had their smallwooden whesis

| split” up, and the carriages thrown over the

breastwork. . The timber tram ways of-the guns
wete levered,umnd carried away, The mortars
were spiked, their beds overturned, and the
trunions ‘of two knocked off. . The- coborns
were captured and sent away immediately. But:
bad s this was, it was by no means all the mis -
chief that was effected. Nomore than 100
men were employed about the guns—the ress
(upwards of 2,000) were engaged in destroying
the earthwork. All the gabions were draggedt.
out, pulled to pieces, and their earthand stones
scattered about.  The sand-bags’' were pulied
down and cut in two, and altogether -the who'e
parapet of the battery was levelled with the
earth.o . ;

While this was going on, all the Russiun bat-
teries had opened and were in fuli play, thougn
principally upon the advanced trenches, which
had-been captured early in the evening. Iu
their demolition of the battery the French were
hardly disturbed by a shot. Large masses cf
Russian infantry were, however, coilecting near
the Redan ‘and Garden works, evidently for the
purpose ‘of attacking the French. 'Fheir skir<
mishers constantly advanced, and  exchanged
shots with the Fronch Guards, but while una.
ware of their strength, the"enemy seemed Ly no
means desitous for a closer contest. The
Trench who had now accomplished all they
wanted, and far more than they expected to0.ac-
complish when they started, took advantage of
the indecision of the enemy to retreat and this
they did with such rapidity and kil as to reach
the captured trench from Wwhich they had sal-
lied forth without the loss of @ man, =~ The Jus-
sian fire upon he advanced trench was then ter-
rific, and continued so for more_ than,an_hour,
but the French had sheltered themselves with
‘their breastwork, so that it did but little, da.-
age, and eventually the enemy disconunued is
altogether. : g

No attempt was made to re-capture the trenci-
es, which still remain in the hands. of our allies,
In the whole affair of last night about 460
Trench were killed and wounded.  The - tatal
loss of the Russians is supposed to be from
1,000 to 1,500 killed and wounded, the greater
part of them were killed, as no quarter was
given. Nearly 200 Russian bodies remain in
the neighbourhood of the captured trenches.—
The French are deservedly proud of the capture
and destruction of the battery. It is decidedly
one of the most britiant affairs of (the siepe.

: May' 25,

To-day the English and French eavalry, with
920,000 French infantry, 10,000 Sardenian, and
10,000 Turks, moved across the plains of Bala-
klava toward the Woronzow road. The Ruscian
picquets on the hill of course fell back Tefore
this overwhelming force, which immediately pro-
coeded to oceupy the hilis beyond the Woron-
zow, in adsance of the old Turkish rédoubts.—

In the afterncon- a force was detached to-
watds 'Tehonrgoum, and took up their pesition
on the heights ¢ommanding 'the village, while
part advanced upon the bridge which crossed
the Fchernayaat this place. Near the tillage
capture was made of about 500 head of cattic.
with some 300 or 400 sheep. On the other
side of the Tchernaya, the Russians showed
some 4,00 or 5,000 strong,and fired repeateciv
froma distant redoubt. 'Two of the Bardenians
were killed by the round shot,  But in spite c?
this appearance of oppositien, the buidge was
crossed, and the country reconnoitered on the
other side, where appearanes of redoubts and
strong entrenched works were distinetly visibie
in the road leading up the heights towards Mac-
kenzie’s Fa-m, Noattempt wasmade toadeance
on these positions, as, thongh the énemy did
not show in great force, it is generally surposed
that they have ample troops to defend” thede
works to the utmost, and from the immen:e gisc,
position and ' extent, the attack on them.
made from the front, will be one of the most
bloody strugples of the siege. Two redoubis,
one for six and the other for eight guns, beth
near Tchourgoum were taken and occupied by
the Sardimans, and works thrown up inthe rear
§0 45 to protect them against any attempt at re-
capture.

Towards the close of the day the enemny
opened 8 new battery on the other side cf the
YLchernaya. It seems to contain six  guns, an !
is situated literally on the face of a sieep €lif],
about a mile to the loft of Tchonrgoum. . How
the eneiny ever got their guns theérelsa mais
vel to our engineers,

running back, and reported that‘there wasa

: All troops. encam‘(pcd on the ground on
which they halted. Our lines now, thercfore,
OTENLOW



