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INCIDENTS OF THE WAR.
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The following extract of a Letter from Gene-
ral Bosquet appears in Gallignani’s Paris Mes-
senger. The Kditor prefaces it es follows :

We may teke this opportunity of stating that
we have received, from a sourge on which we can
place the most perfect reliance, some information
from the Crimea of 2 more receat date than
that of the letter of the Coustitutionnel. The
most striking point in the communicition with
which we have been favoured, is the fact that of
the distinguished officers of the British army in
the Crimea, who at Varna expressed their disap-
probation of the expedition st so late a period
of the year, and of the plan which had been for-
med for its exeeution, not one now entertains a
doubt of complete anll not distant success. The
foresaw the inconvenience and dangers to whicfvx
the allied armies would be exposed, the priva-
tions which they would have to undergo, and
the facilities which would be left open to the
Russians for reinforcement; but they now re-
gard them as evils which have ceased,and Jook
{orward with confidence to a result which will ef-
face the remembrance of all the blunders that
have been committed, in the strange and sadden
alternation from a policy of inaction to one of an
almost rash energy, which must have been fatal
but for the courage and prudence of the com-
manders in chiefof the two armies, and the gal-
Jantry of the brave troops whom they had to
lead in the field.

The following is from the pen of one of our
.own much distinguished Generals of division,
and may be received as perfectly authentic.

As regards the privations of the English, I am
compelled to admit that they have been great;
but it is not true, as stated in an English journ-
»], that there has been a deficiency in the pro-
visions which had been sent out. The rations
have been occasionally short, but this arose en-
tirely from the state of the road between Balak-
1ava and the English lines, a distance of about
seven miles. In consequence of the heavy rains,
and the weak state of the horses and mules em-

loyed—these animals naving for five months

en picketed without the sligatest covering—
any of the carts and waggons stuck by the
way, and wnsequentl)' the soldiers were tempor-
m{fy short of food. This misfortune, however,
was only occasional, and has now ceased. There
has also been much sickness in both armies; |
from the long encampment ander tents which
were not proof against jain; but the general
health is improving, and the men, i the expec-
tation of receiving warm winter clothing, and
having good wooden huts, retain their chear-
fulness, and readily make up their minds to en-
dure with patience the few privations which they
might still have to undergo. It appears also,
that some of the mewspaper correspondents
have exaggerated the nnml:r of the Russian
army in the Crimea. The real amount was
known even by Lord Raglan, for the infor-
mation that he bad received came from desert-
ers, of whom no two accounts e. One of
the best generals of the English army declares
that he cannot estimate the number of the Rus-
tian army outside Sebdastopol at more than from
35,000 to 40,000 men. Even this would be a
farge foree if the Russians were able to contend
with the allies on equalterms, but they are great-

wss my in‘ention to write you long before this,
but I dare eay you have some knowledge by this
time how we have been situated since we land-
ed in the Crimes, on the 14th Sept. We met
the enemy for the first time on the 19th, and
exchanged a few round shet, but nothing more
ocearred that night, we bivouaced a short dis-
tance from a large body of Cossa¢ks for the night
and they very kindly permitted us to edok our
dinner without interruption, and a hurried mor-
ning meal on the 20th, when we took an early
start,and met the Russians in their entrench-
ments. about 1 P.M.; of course, as soon as we
were within range, they opened upon us with a
powerful Artillery but notwitstanding we advan-
ced up the heights, climbing like cats over large
piles of dead and dyinf. at the same time driv-
mg all before us. We accomplished it in 3
hours and a half, but when I saw us open fire
first I never thought it possible we could gain the

sition in sucha short time. We had 6 men

lled and 30 wounded. 2 died the same night
of their wounds. T. Elliot and D. Hart were
killed, I think that is all you would know.—
Sergeant James Laudon and James Stewart
wounded, both since dead. 1 thought myself a
very lucky man that got off without a scratch,
but I had some very narrow escapes. I'sawmen
falling right and left of me, but a good many
more falling in front. We stopped two days on
the same heights, and were very busy all the
time carrying off the wounded and burying the
dead. Dear David, the battle field is and aw-
ful sight to behold ; you can see death in all the
forms it is possible to conceive. We pursued
our march to Sebastopol on the 23rd, and ar-
rived within 2 miles of it on the 24th but the
plan of attack was changed, and we had to take
a circuitous route to gain the other side of the
place ; so the 25th was a dreadful fatiguing day
forus, 'What do you think of being 17 hours in
line of march order, tearing your way through
woods, dvery step you take cither getting a
blow from the branch ofa tree or getting your
bonnet knocked off? We met about 10,000
Russians that day, but we soon sent them
scampering over the hilis, every one tr_vms; to be
first. 'We halted about 10 at night, and I wasg
too tired to cook anything, so I just lay doyvn
and took a gound sleep for my supper and glm-
ner. We started againat  in the morning,
and marched for about 4 hours, when we’ came
upon Balaklava, and attacked it, end of course
the result was the capture of it, with no loss en
our side. Remaiue(r there for two days, and
moved up to the heights of Scbastopol, meeting
no opposition, and commenced pick and shove]
work, throwing up breast works and batteries,
which we had accomplished by the 16th Oeto.
ber, and commenced the bombardment on the
evening of the 17th; our duties were very har
rassing, I have seen me 8 successive nights
without gettingany sleep; in fact, we just took
anep sitting, and often when we were stand-
ing; another ill, we scarcely ever got a hot meal.
We found a working party one day guard in the
trenches, another outlying piquet, another and
so on. Guard in the trenches was by far the
worst for we were placed in the batterics be-
tween the Artillery guns, and had to sit close in
to the ramparts for 24 hours, and shot of all
kind mttling -about our ears all the time.—
Shell was the most dangerous, for when one
would light in the battery and explode, it Was

ly inferior in every respegt to the troops against
whom they have to contend, except in their ar-|
tillery, which is almost, if not quite, equal to
that of their adversaries. - The Lancaster guns '
are a failure—their power is enormous when the |
ball strikes the point at which it is aimed; but !
he gun rarely sends two balls to the same point
and as yet no means have been found to prevent
this diviation. Iw an ordinary gun this defect
would not be so important; but the enormous
expense of every .Inll ﬁre(} from Lancaster gun
renders it impossible to indulge in a system by
which only one ball in six reaches the “ebject at
which it is discharged,
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Of the chivalric volor of the British troops it
isfimpossible to exaggerate praise. For more
than three hours did their solid courage and stea-
dy discipline resist successfully the really im-
yetuous assaults of mad-drunk Russian batta-
Iiom, as Tam bound to believe noother troops
in Burope could haveresisted. * * * * '
The Russians four to one could not withstand
the resolute advance and charge of the Xnglish
Huegs e ¢ $om e 8. % Lord Raglan i
naturally a very impassive person, ue vivacity in
him, and this age is not Jikely to supply, Still
our own Commander-in-Chief and troops, have
the greatest respeet for his cool judgment,?and
confidence in his recognized courage, * * ¢
'The English boast ot the Liberty of the Press,
and it may be a very good thing, but,as I read
the London Jouraals mﬁeve their correspond-
ence from this place to be most mischevious,—
ina very great degree, it is untrue. Our chief
wonders why Lord Raglan does dot apply the
‘eats to some of the scribblers and turn them out
of the camp. * * * * We would shoot
such forcats. *' * * * * What is to be
the order of assault or when it will take place is
known only to the Generals-in-Chief. Itisas well
that it is so, for it would certaigly find its way
via London, through the Times, to St. Peters
burg.
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Camp on the Heights of Balaklava.—Crimea,
chmger 30th, 1854.—My Dear David.—It

sure to wound some one, if not kill some. 1
saw 5 Artillerymen wounded and 2 killed with
one shell, and in a few minutesaftera man cut in
two with a reund shot ; but it would fili a news-
paper to tell you half of what I.would like to
de. Outlying piquet was not g0 bad ; we used
to get frequent visi® from the Cossaks, but we
amused ourselves picking them off, and sel
dom ever bad any of ours waunded on that du-
iy

On the 24th November, our forces were at-
tacked at Balaklava, and being rather weak were
reinforced by the three Regiments of Guarfs
and Highlanders, and a Division of French.—
Our Light Cavalry were very much cut vp, viz.,:
the 8th Hussars, 13th Light, and 17th Lrocers,
but the Heavy Cavalry came up to their support,
and did their work manfuily, as the sword blades
of the Greys could show when they returned to
camp. The same army has kept the position
which they gained from the Turks (to their eter-
nal disgmee,) ever since, but we have now an
army of 40,800 French coming up by way,of Sin-
foripel, and have cut off the commissariat for
the Russians, 80 they were obliged to quit gheir
gmsition on the River Tchernaia yesterday, aifd

urned all their huts and took the march “early.

I expeet they will attack eur forces in rear, but
a Division of the French is to be despatehed
from tbis to intercept them and take them b{
surprise, Two new batteries of 25 guns eac
opened yesterday on Sebastopol, and we are in
full hopes it will fall before Sunday. Itistime,
too, for we ave sick of ‘this work; thanksyour
stars, Davie, you.are not a soldier at present.

There are many changes in the Regiment
that it would be useless to give you particulars.
We have lost many a fine man since we arrived
out here, by disease. Indeed I may sy no
man - here is perfectly well: We have got
one flannel shirt, one pair of trowsers and one
pair of socks ; we have two shirts to get and a pair
of trowsers lined with flanmel. Weare in much
need of them all for we are nearly.in rags, and
very dirty,—I bave not had my clothes off since,
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falls 1 shall send you a line or two, to let you
know.

If the news be short they will be sweet, as
the saying is. I remain your loving old com-
rade, D BArcLAY,

Sargeant 42nd R. H. Regiment.

To Davip Hoop, Halifax,N., S.

~  Trom an Irish Sailor.

The Heights of Sebastopol—Naval Brigade,
December 8, 1854.—I return the Almight
thanks that I am still elive and able to scrate
you these few lines. My poor fellow, I suppose
you thought before this that I was gone to
“ Davy Jone’s Locker,” but fortune has saved
me as {;gt. You must not blame for my long si-
lence, because 1 have been on shore here these
10 weeks, and God only knows what I have suf-
fered ; but, forall, vour image was before me
in the hottest of the fight, ang in my sleepin
dreams. Ihad no writing materials {lere lunti
a few daysago. Iamat a loss howto begin
my yarn to you, as you have seen all the ac-
counts in the papers before this. We have
been battering at this place since the 17th Oc.
tober, and have not taken it yet. -We don’t
fire many shots from our gune these last two
or three weeks, for we see 1t is useless to be ex-
pending so much powder and shot, and doing
no good,  The only thing that we are waiting
for are guns ; thereare about 50 of them lying
on the beach at Balaklava—a town about six
miles distant from the batteries—and the roads
are so cut up, and the weather so bad, that
neither horse nor man ean safely walk them.—
We have batteries to the upper end of the hax-
bour to sink the Russian Shipping and sweep
the harbour along, but we cannot get the guns
mounted, I think Sebastopol will soon be ours.
Our armies are getting strenger for the last
month j there are reinforcement arriving every
da{m;- but there is no use making a rush into
Sebastepol, where there are plenty of, men-of-
war in the harbour to fire on eurs. But enough
of this, I will tell you once for all, that if we
are kept here this winter in tents, that most of
us will be dead with the hunger and cold; as
it is now, the army are dying at the rate of 80
or 90 per day with sickness ; they are dropping
off in the trenches at night dead "and stiff; and
are badly off for provisions, because the roads
are 60 bad.  Our men are hardier than the sol-
diers, and are better used to hardships than
them ; but still for all there are plenty of them
dropping off the hooks.  The horses are dying
hereqike rotten sheep, and no wonder. Where
we are encamped we are in mud up to our
knees. We are wet almost night and day, for
it rains almost every day, and we have to lie
dowa m the mud and wet clothes ; 50 you see
that it is no wonder that eo many are dropping
off. .1 have been siek for a week or two with
the bowel complaint, but thank God, I am all
right again. If you were to see me now you
would not see the fat face you once beheld ;
the best of my ntrength is gone ; I am both
sick and tived of this job. Weare all miserable
hers, and I can tell you that I have spent the
most miserable dave of my life here in the
Crimea ; if T had time and place I could bring
the tears from your eyes, but 1 daresay, if ever
we do meet, my ymns will not be very easily
spun. I wrote to my mether last month.
daresay you have seen the letter. I don't like
to make her uneasy about our hardships here.
Isee plenty of boys from my own place here,
RusscI is on shore here with me.  Tell his
mother that he is well. 1 will change the
subject, and speak about our fighting.

The first fow days of our bombarding was
dreadful,  You might talk of a shower of hail-
stones, the shot and shell were as thick, Ma
God, there were limbs and heads flying about
for days. 1had many a norrow escape. My
cap was once knocked off my head with a 68
pound shot, and many more that I will not tell
youat this time. The Russians made three at-
tempts to drive our srmy off the heights, and
to storm our batteries, but were always beaten
back with great slaughter. I was in those cn-
gagements; the last was the worst—it was on
the 5thyof November, The enemy came out of
Sebastopol in the morning early, and drove in
our outlying pickets. They came ug\ among
our tents, yelling like mad-men, and they were
met by the brave 88th and 77th, and, after by
more regiments, The fight beganin real earn-
est. Such bayonetting and slashing, with butt-
ends of muskets I never saw before. The 88th
and 77th fought like lions, but they suffered ve-
ry mouch. 1wasin one of the batteries that
the Russians stormed that day, and I can tell
youif I had 50 men’s lives in me I thought 1
never would live to see the day out. Our gun
swept them n columns as they came up. e
used to put 500 or GOU canister shot into
her at each time, and let fly into the thickest of
them, and used to cut them down asa mower
would cut & meadow, but still they came up to
our gun, and thought to take her, but it was
no use; we fought hand to hand.in the battery.

a lion,

Noble Defence of a Gun.—Hospital, Seutari,
Nov, 25.* Dear Brother,—Before you receive
this letter you will no doubt have heard of my
hawing beea wounded at the battle of Inkermann,

we left Turkey, on the 26th August, and aceou-

The Russians advanced in columns to-

tered night and day. As soon as Sebastopol | wards us; and when within about 40 yards from

P
»
7

.

%]

M{ God, I thought that day I was as strong as

our guns we opened our fire upon them, which
mowed them down insections, ~ They then turn-
ed, but shortly after advanced again upon ue.
We still continued firing cannister at them un-
til our)ammunition was expended. We then
got the order o limber up ; but the enemy made
a rush on our guns, the detachments made off
(leaving the guns), with the exception ot my-
selfand one gunner belonging to my detechment.
He and I tried to get the gun away, but the
Russians surrounded vs, The gunner andIthen
drew our swords and tried to defend “ourselves,
but unfortunately our swords were too short for
the long muskets of the enemy. I threw a
number of them off with my left arm, but was
soon knocked down and bayoneted in different
places. T received one in the chest, which bent
me double, breaking a small bone in that local-
lity. This wound I received before I fell,—
The others were in the following parts of my bo-
d.y, &c.:—Three in the left arm, three in the
ht thigh, two in the back, one in the right
s, and two in the head, They certaintly left
me for dead. Tt was God’s mercy the savages
had no ammunition or they would no doubt have
settled the account with my comrade and my-
self in a more expeditious way. However, they
did not get the guns away with them after all,
as the French came to our assistance and eom-
pelled themto retire. I lay on the ground for
an hour before I was carried to the rear, the
blood gushing out of my wounds. The doeter
came and sewed them up, which stopped their
bleeding. My breathing became very short,
through the broken bore in my breast, which
the doctor said touched my lungs. He also
told me to prepare for the mext world,as he
thought I could not possibly get over it. I suf-
fered greatly, and fer six days I could not
neither eat anything or turn myself on my blan-
ket ; but after that I began to recover, every day
gaining strength and my wounds healing. “Iam
now, thank God, able to walk about, and my
breastbone has knitted and will soon be all right
again, and Ihope to be able to rejoin my battery
and assist in giving the Russians another good
drubbing. The gunner who was wounded with
me at the gun has died since. Captain Turner
came to me at night, after Inkermann and prais-
ed me for my brave conduct, and promised me
that I should not be forgotten, so I expect you
will hear something official about me. ’Fhu
alene gave me great consolation, to think I had
given so much satisfaction in the performance of
my duty.—Andrew Henry, Sergeant, R. A.
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The following letter from Sebastopol of the
8th is given in the Constitutionnel :—

The continual heavy rain which has been fall-
ing since November 4 almost without interrup-
tion has arrested the siege eperations, How-
ever, that operation hng been only relative, for
the works of tie trenches for the second parallel
went on as mueh as the bad weather would
allow,  Since the 4th of the present month,
when the fine weather returbed, the works
have been urged on most rapidly,and are in
part armed, 80 as to be almost ready to open
fire, And in speaking of our works, T enclude
those of the English. 1f the weather continues
fine, we shall again open fire in a few daye,
with 250 guns, including mortars, a good num-
ber of wliich are of 13 inches. In addition, we
have got much closer to the town, o that you
may coneider the taking of the southern *part
of it as a certainty. You may say that the
Russians bave also made hatteries” and barri-
cades and otherwise defended themselves. No
doubt they have ; bnt all they have done is
without system, and cannot resist us, onee that
a terrible fire will have prepared the way
for the assault. Yesterday I went through the
trenches, and was struck with the precarious
condition of the Ruseian e ntrenchments, v hilst
everywhere I found our soldiers animated with
the best spirit, notwithstanding their dreadful
fatigues and sufferings from the weather.

Almost every day we receive accounts from
prisoners or deserters of the discouragement of
the Russian troops, both on account of their fre-
quent defeats and the insufficient food which
they receive. They are also nearly without shel-
ter, being merely covered with {mts made of
branches of trees, without any defence against
the severity of the present season. General
Liprandi's * division the day before yesterday

uitted its position before Balaklava and with-
3rew beyond the Chernays, burning their hute,
arid carrying away the guns taken from the
Turks on October 25. This ‘movement, which
commenced on the night of the 6th, was effect-
ed by 10 the next morning, without an{ other
apparent reason than the ill health of the Rus-
sian troops, or an intention to concentrate their
forces+in another part of the country,

The Princes Michael and Nicholas eccupy
the fort ‘No. 4, being the first after Fort Michael
on the north side of the port. Four ships of
the line, amongst which are the Paris, the Con-
stantine, and the Twelve Apostles, all almoet
witnout guns, are anchored in front. The
“T'chesme is in the Careening Bay, with its crew

‘fon board, by ths side of the Elbrousse, an iron

steam frigate ;and then comes the Godul liner,
which overﬁ evening takesup her station in the
Southern Bay, to protect on that side the en-
trance of the town. The Marie liner—trans-
tormed into an nogpital—and three other hr’%e
vessels are lying indock.  Add the Viadimir fri-
gate and some small vessels, and that is all that
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