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Suitonts of the Tour,

From the Times’ correpondent up to the
9th :—
RUMOURED EXPEDITION TO XERTCI.

In connexion with the cxpedition to Ce-
rekoff, another is talked off from Kertch to-
wards Genitchi and the head of the Tchongar
recently constructed by the Russians. I heard
some particulars about this read from a gentle-
man who heard them from Tartars at Kertch,
who had gone over it. It Icads from Perekop
over the old road going round the morthern
shore ot the Scaof Azoff down Kunnille ; here
it branches off Genitchi road, passing the vil-
luges of Kintshu, Buraki, Qchi, Kashken, and
Toroshik. At the neck of the peninsula of
Tchongar the new road begins ; it crosses the
yeninsula for its whole length, and leaves it
agein where its southcrnmost point makes
& bend to the east. By a Lridge of 171 Rus-
sian fathoms length it go, as over to the penin-
sula opposite, and runs by Kirk Bakush, Os-
mak, Kitoi, Turkan-Surrak, Kirkut, Chekrali,
Az, Tchambalda, and Kanoga, to Kopchask,
At Sheik-eli it enters the road from Perckop to
Karasu-Bazaar, but leaves it again at Kourat
and then goes by Tashli-1 Oar, Baran, Itak,
Akesh, Karasu- h, Bulatch, Bailar, Ker-
maehi, Bluten, down to Ispat, where it crosses
the Salghic, and’ following from Bulatch the
old Perekop road passes Tshounk, and there
hnidt._es at Karckiat with the great Perckop
Xoa

" The distances are from Perckop to the Tehon-
gar bridge eighteen hours, the Tartar travelling
bour being about the same as the English one,
—that is &erc are three English miles ; from
Kashkishken to the bridge there are three
hours, from the bridge to Simpheropol twenty
hours, from the bridge to Karasa-Bazaar the
same. At Genitchi there are two ferry boats,
sach gble to contain twenty-four arabas, which
keep up the communicstion between the spit
and the main land.,

The Turkish contingent is said to be destined
for Kertsch, and it i8 supposed that it has ar-

‘ rived. :

WHAT THE RUSSIANS ARE DOING.

Oct. 9.—On the Sebastopol side of our line
(for now there is no more front and rear, as

- when the eiege was going on) everything re-

mains in statu guo. The Russians are still
throwing up entrenchments on every available
spot of the north side of the harbour. The
ground is, as all over this neighboarhood, par-
ticularly fit for a display of engineering. *From
Fort Constantine there is a succession of pro-
mentories extending towards the head of the
harbour, which have been all taken advantage
of to construct works upon, notwithstanding
our firing ; butthis firing seems only intended
to impede the construction of those works,
and not to prevent it altogether, as the large
batteries which commenced some time ago have
again been counter-ordered, and you can dis-
tinctly perceive the Russians working in spite
of the occasional shotor shell pitehing among
them and scattering them for a moment. They
are likewise modest enough in replying—an
occasional shot from Fort Constantine from a
little carth work a fleur d’ean with eight em-
brasures, between the second casemated fort
and some buildings, evidently stores, and some
rather more frequent ones from a little redan
in front of the Telegraph battery and an carth-
work on the eastern promontory of the Souk-
haya creek, being all, Lately howedver, they
bave begun to fire more frequently from the
Inkermann batteries towards the French re-
doubts there. Most of their shots from the
harbour are directed agaiyst the town, rather
than against the Freneh mortars behind Fort
Nicholas, and against the head of the Dockyard
creek, The regularity of the town rather invites
this manocavre, the streets running paraliel
down towards the harbour and thus show-
ing plaiuly all those who pass through them.

PREPARATIONS TOR THE WINTER,

The sicge guns Fave nearly all been removed
from both our and the French lines, as well as
the platforms, gabions, and fascines, The
French have begun to level their old trenches,
in orderto faciliate the communieations, What
with these works and roadmaking the soldicrs
are kept busy enough, but I am sorry to say,
the old idea that labour is the best preservative
from temptation seems not to be confirmed by
experieuce in this instance, for wherever you
Pass you see individuals pacing aboutin heavy
marching order over a limited space of ground
snd during a limited space of time, or going
about in a circle Lifting up stones and putting
them down again at a certain distunce, 23 a
punishmenit for drunkenness. But in pite of
tals, the rvadmaking is progressing favour-
ablly.

The highlanders will winter on the spot
where they are. The materials for their huts
have drrived, and they have set to work. The
Turkish artillery, which has hitherto occupied
the spot where these huts are to be erected,
have been removedalittle further, and the dig-
ging basnow begun. The two bhattalions of the
15t royals, who are destined to form part of the
second brigade of the highland divigion, have
eome up likewise, and are encamped a littie be-
low Kamara.

" The Sardinians are likewise still busy hut-
ting themselves, and every day you see tents
disappeer and huts arise ; they are all under-
ground, with only the gable roofshowing,  Si-
milar ones are now in construction for the cavalry
and artillery horses. The will aTord excellent
pheltor, ouly ase labovy is rather great. Bed

sides these underground huts the ruins of the
houses of Kamara are being repaired, and made
again fit to receive stores.

Another Turkish regiment has left in the
Great Britain for Asia. Part of the English
mediecal staff went likewise in her to Souchum
Keleh, whence theymust find their way to Si-
nope.

THE FRESCH BEYOND BAIDAR.

I went the other day over the Freneh position
beyond Baidar. The road leading wup from
Ourkusta is nearly finished. You can over-
look from the heights the banks of the Upper
| Belbek, The Russians have abandoned a kind
of intrenched eamp whichthey had constructed
on this side of it, but they send cccasionally ca-
valry over, and while I was there I could sec
plainly about four squadrons in a field near the
river side, some suspicious looking objects,
which seemed very much like guns, although it

*was impossible to make them out clearly with
my glass. The Freuch nearly every day make
reconnaissance in the direction of Aitodor and
towards the river, but without meeting with
any considerable force of the enemy., Yester-
day three regiments of light cavalry were sent
down to Baidar, so that the Russian cavalry
will probably not long remain on this side of the
Belbek.
_ The French keep excellent order in the villa-
ges they occupy—no soldier is allowed to go in-
to 2 house, tothe great satisfaction of the peo-
ple, who, like all criental people, are very par-
ticular about their domestic privacy.

From the London Daily News’ correspondent
up to the 12th :—

CONTEMPLATED ATTACK ON MACKENZIE HEIGHTS,

Oct. 12.—There is very little progress to com-
municate from this part of the seat of war. The
movement which it was currently reported
would take place in the.course of this week has
ended, as it began, in rumour. . Yet the arrange-
ments for an attack against the enemy’s pos-'
ition on the Mackenzie heights, in concert with
a corresponding movement on the part of our
allies, were mentioned on high authority. The
third and remaining brigade of the fourth divi-
sion were to have this‘time the honour of he-
ing in frout, part of the second and light divi-
sions acting as supports, and the first and
highland divisions being in reserve. One bri-
gade of the lizht and one of the second division
were to remain as a guard for the Karabelnaia
part of Sebastopol. Such was the stated dis-
tribution of the British force, and the 10th in-
stant was generally understood to be the day
fixed for the assault. The report was in gome
degree confirmed by a communication, sent from
head-quarters to each division of the army, de-
fining what amount of necessaries each soldier
was to earry with him in case of a sudden order
to move. Everything, however, has hitherto
remained stationary, and at present all taik of
the intended attack has diedaway. No reason
has been named for this change of tacties; it is
merely remarked that some fresh instructions
must have been received by telegraph from
home, where, it is universally understood, the
movements of the campaign are regulated.

DETENTION OF THE LIGHT CAVALRY

The brigade of light cavalry, which was un-
der orders to proceed to Eupatoria, have been
detained by adverse weather. Duringthe night
between the 9th and 10th instant, a heavy gale
-sprung up from the south-west, and continued
all the following day. The temperature was
high, and the wind had ail the character of a
sirocco. . On the 11th the gale subsided, and
was succeed by rain.  To-day the weather is
bright and fine. It does not appear thatthe de-
lay in the departure of the cavalry was con-
neeted with the postponement of the iove-
ment ‘ageinst the Mackenzie heights, for
already there is a very considerale foree of this
arm of the service under General D’Allenvidle
at Bupotoria, and it'was even a maiter of donbt
whether that general would require the aid of
the British reinforcements. In case of Genceral
D’ Allenville deciding that the light eavalry bri-
gade were not required at Eupatoria, it is said
that the regiments composing it are not to re-
turn to the Crisnea, but to go at once to their
winter quarters on the Bosphorus.

The French are still pushing on to the right,
and have nosw reached the upper valley of the
Belbee river.  'The Russians are retiring before
them. From every side we hear that the enemy
is falling back by detachments upon Perekop,
amd the gradually diminishing extent of the en-
eampments, which ¢an be observed over the In-
kermann heights, appear to give support to
these assertions, There ds no diminution of
fire, however, from the forts and batteries on the
north side of the roadstead ; on the contrary, it
has been kept up with much more activity dur-
ing the last two or three days. It has been es-
pecially directed against the Malakoff, and the
part of Schastopol beld by the French on the
west side of ‘the south harbour. The Ynglish
have not constructed any works to act against
the north side ; the battery commenced on the
former gite of foxt P'aul, but afterwards aban-
doned, has not again been proceeded with, The
French have nearly completed another large
work near fort Alexander, destined more par-
ticularly to act against fort Constantine, It is
to contain an armament of ten mortars.
RUSSIAN CUNNING AND INGLISH CARBLESS-

NESS,

A storysafloat that a few hights ago three
boats, taking advantege of the darkness, quietly
croszed from the north side, and, entering' the
Karabelnia vort, vraceeded towards some of the
shed, on thie dockyard Quay. Maving arrived
at the stairs, some Ruasians landed, and, find-
inf they were unobserved, rewoved @ certain

amount of stores, with which they got back safe” | music, pieces of polished mahogany of elegant

ly to their own side of theroadstead. This feat
might be accomplished with the greatest eas e
unless the sentrics were on the alert. The
guard, which previous to this occurrence was a
sabaltern’s, has been since increased to a cap-
tain’s guard. Whether captaing, such as are now
not unirequently met in rome of the regimente,
with litthe more than two years’ serviee, and ex-
perience, and mere striplings in years, ar¢ much
more likely to take the necessary measures to
prevent the recurrence of similar deeds- on the
part of s0 cunning an encxuy as the one'to whom
we are opposed, is a matter forjthe consideration

of military authorities. y

From a Soldier’s Letter.
THE CAPTURE OF SEBASTOPOL.

Before Sebastopol, October 1.—I have esca-
ped five bombardments, having been in the
trenches during the first and  during the last,
besides two intermediate ones. The last oune
it is wholly out of my power to describe to
you. Captain M—— and I were together in
the fifth parallel during the night, with scventy
men. I volunteered to go, as a subaltern had
to be there, and he (Captain M——) was there
as being the junior of the two, and I was the
senior of the subalterns, the others being mere
boys. We were close to the Redan, and were
exposed to a continued fire of musketry from
the Russians for about five hours, and our
fourth parallel opened a fire from behind us,
thus, being in the dark, the fire was all chance
and kaphazard, and consequently we were as
much in danger from our own men as the ene-
my. The fifth parallel is too close for the Redan
to play upon us, but they fired grape and bou-
quets from other batteries. 'We withdrew to
the fourth at daylight. I judged from the ap--
pearance and air of things that we were in for
it—that the fpllowing day would become me-
morable. I judged aright. Atsix o’clock a
terrific volley or salvos of guns opened on the
left by the French. Imagine, if you ean, 200
guns and mortars of the largest calibre firing as
one gun ; The English in the centre did the
same. The French, again, on thp right, the
same. This frightful affair Jasted three hours.
The Russians applied all their resources, and
they aiso fired fearfully. Fancy, 1 say, if you
can, having a fire overhead. The men were
cleared from all the parallels except the fourth,
which was to resist any attack that might be
made—an unwilling sacrifice of a few, as was
thought by all, for the good of the whole. The
guns having cooled, a rocket from the French,
at twelve o’clock, was the signal for a recom-
mencement, and the entire number of guns,
French and English, gave a volley, enough to
shake the Crimea to its centre. This lasted
about two hours and a half.

At five o'clock it commenced again and last-
ed till seven, Night closed in before the high
wind which wasblowing cleared the earth and
heavens for miles around from dust and smoke.
We miraculously escaped with only about two
casualtics, and got out of the trenches by nineo’-
clock. At ten the following morning ¢very
may of the army was under arms, and the bom-
bardment once more began and econtinued
throughout the entire day, excepting intervals
of an hour or two for the guns to cool, os on the
day previous. The Third Division was formed
inreserve in front of the 28th camp. The corps
were the 1st Royals, 4th, 14th, 18th, 26th, 38th,
44th, 50th, and §0th, end were under axmy tili
nine o’clock, The French had gained the Ma-
lakoff by this, while the French and English
hud been driven twice, each respectively from
the Redan and Flagstaff Batteries, By ten o'-
clock flames appeared in the town at different
points ; by three, a. m., it was all overina fu-
rious blaze—a sure sign that the Russians had
evacuated the town and gone to thenorth. Ne-
ver shall I forget the sight that was presented
at daybreak. The men, guessing that the town
was taken, and knowing the plundering pro-
pensities of our friends, the French, on such
oceasions, sallied forth, and brought away what
ever they could lay hands upon. But the Rus-
sians had removed everything of any value, and
what they could not remove they destroyed ;
therefore what was captured was only lumber.
Cavalry pickets, French and English, soon for-
med a barrier to prevent anything being taken
away. The chairs Ihave sent you were taken
{rom some one by the cavalry ; and I, happening-
to be at the spot where they were, just as they
were being relieved atnight, I had them bro’t
away under nightfell. T first visited the town.
Whatasight! Fwvery step you ‘took the mind
became overwhelmed at what you saw, until
one’s ideas were staggered. Here you saw
what had been a street of gorgeous palaces ;
there you saw a mighty but eolemn temple ;
yonder & ponderous line of classic buildings and
terraces—all in a pile of blackened, smouldering
ruing., Some housse thatd entered presented

an appearance which would almost grieve one

to look at, for pity’'s sake, from their immediable
ruin and desolation, "The dwellings of the up-
per classes appear to have been built and fitted
up to the utmost degree of comfort, convenience
and chasteness, Dut the chaos inwhich eve-
rything was found, I eannot deseribe: In‘what
had been a drawing room would lie the broken
shaft of a coluran of polished marble, the Corin-
thian capital of which shone with ‘hburnished
gold, while the upper part of its fellow still ad-
hered to the ceiling, which it was intended to
support, and the weight of which now brought
the ceiling neariy down to the fooring., Close
beside would be alarge block of stone that had
crushed to pieces a piano of extraordinary beau-
ty and dimensions, a shot or shell having shat-
tered it from the wall of masonry. Fragments
of marble chimneypicoes, gilded picture-frames,

forms, belonging to tables, sideloards, sofas, &c.,
were everywhere strewn about. The beautiful
places of worship were u1l ruinous empty shells,
riddled, like all the honses and buildings, with
shot and shell. -~ One thing, however, “went to
show that the inhabitants bad long left their
dwellings, probably as long ago s the first bom-
bardmet for every house appeared to have been
in occupation of the military from the debris of
clothing and appointments everywhere seen.
"Those inhabitants, it is probable, too, who had
Jeft with the forlorn hope of ever veturning,
doubtless, with a true Russian spirit and feci-

| ing, spread about them what ruin and damage

they could before legving, and what they failed
to do the soldiers did for them before they left.
But without this, our projectiles would have.
destroyed every stone and stick. Those noble
buildings which are scen from our heights, with
smooth, white exterior walls and green roofs,
which smile and look pleasant as a sun-bank in
the distance, on approabhing them are found to
be ecld, forbidding ruins—pierced from top te

| bottom in every direction. The effect of our

13 inch shell can everywhere be seen, weigh-
ing, as they do, 2001bs. ; and falling from ap
altitude of a mile and a half, or x:xgout 3009
yards, their concugsion is equal to seveuty

‘tons.  Large gaps, or empty spaces, in rows ar

clusters of builings, tell thht a shell has pene-
trated the roof or wall, and descended to a depth
below the foundations, and in an instant not &
vestige remained—nearly every atom scattered
tothe winds inall directions. The mind can-
not picture anything equal in point ot beauty
to what this city has been. It seems to me to
have been a place where one would wish to live
and die. The hills behind, stretching radius-
like for miles, must have been a beautiful land-
scape before we spread desolation ; while in
front the sun setting in a yellow Mellowness on
the watery horizon, maldes it appearto be a sea
of liguid gold, and the soft richness of the shi-
gnnf waters, reflected ona western eky, makes
it illusory and such as one reads of or fancies
only in fairy scenes. The stupendous docks I
cannot descrige. I never saw anything, the
work of men’s hands, that canbear the ellghtest
comparison. There are six capab‘}: of receiving
the largest of the colossal ships that float, and
they are as neat as they are F:tge and hty.
The man who planzed these was an &?m-n
—a Mr Upton, aroad surveyor and & defaulter.
The Emperor rewarded him with the rank of
lieutenant-colonel ; and I was told by = Russ
—an English prisoner at, the Monastery of St.
George—that the Emperor always shook him by
the hand warmly whenever Le visited Schas-
topol. These works and buildings are held by
the English, and we have shafts sunk all round
the docks to blow them to destruction whenever
instruetrons arrive to that effect from homé,

The gung and ammunition that have fallen
into English hands are almost incaleulable.—
Around the docks there are not less than 2,000
guns, a vast number of which are of the largest
calibre ; and of shot there ave piles of tens’ of
thousands. 'The masts of the ehipping slanting
upwards above the waters in all directions sug-
gest a train of strangely speculative ideas. The
two imperial forts (Nicholas apd Constantine),
now enemies, frowu antagonistically at ' each
other, and the cross fire from these over the hor-
bour ceures a reverbration that strikes with a
mourninl cadence upon the ear. Let this pase,
that I may say & word or two uponthe defences
of the town. The scientific principles display-
ed in them surpass all that ever hes been done
before at sieges, and totally eclipse our best en-
gineering tactics. I hesitate not to say, and I
mean it with no malice or disparagement, that
were the Rugsian engineer officers to see gur
works they would laugh at them. The Rus-
siangworks were apparently {ormed to meet any
and Bvery conceivable exigency. Their Latter-
ies were their trenches and parallels, and thece
parallels and trenches were their one line of
batteries, forming mountain vanges which had
mountains for their base, These were not al-
together natural advantages, but they applied
such principles of art as were hest suited to
whatever advantage natured offered.  Our
principles differ in foto. Could our' trenches
be faced about we should then be something
near the principles ‘'upon which the Russian
works were constructed. A person walking
from the frout can walk niccly into our works
by reason of the earth being thrown to the front,
making it a simple incline or small counter-
scarp. The Russians knew better ; they made
the perpendicular towards the exemy, revetting
it with gabions in order to do it effectually,—
The difference in other things is in the same
ratio. Our men lay in the trenches when they
were half filled with sleet and snow, with
scarcely anything to cover them—nothing hys
the regged reranants of'a spongy old great codt,
not fit at best for koure flannel. The Ruseians
had huts, no, not huts, but positively barracks,
all along the line of baiteries and under them,
and thereforg bomb-proof.  Iere they appear
to have been very snug and comfortable,  Tm-
plements of teiloring, shoe laste, &e% told that
cach handicraftemen worked at his leisure
hours, although in the -tvenches, cards, too,
were plentiful. Drandy bottles were plenty,
and from the labels on several bottles it showed
that they had an affection for English ¢ 0ld
Tom.” 'To stand on the summit of tho Flag-
staff Bastion you see a sight worth beholding.
The whole of the worke of the Englich and
French left attack are seen at one view, be-
sides the whale of the =outhern Crimea. Eut s
visit to the Russian lines is offensive to one's
feelings and humanity ; you cannot place yorir
foot upon any loose soil hut you may be etand-
ing npon the half buried body of a desd ecmrede

or Russsian, and the etifling odour that zies
everywhere makee cue elicot ehudder.
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