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] ~ seemed to have forced its way through the 

EE. a 

istrict asit is seenat night, all fervid with 

‘ 1 ~ Jbrief as it was, proved extremely satisfactory. — 

] } . dn front of the leop-holed wall,and on the Flag- 

view, save one faint blare of yellowish haze to the 

' an it be ascertained if the cannonade has caused 
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THE GLEANER. © 
“there was nothing to be seen, heard, or learnt’ 
very one withdrew to shelter, after a long and 
hopeless struggle with the weather. Colonel 

res. was the only officer Isaw out in front of 
Catheart’s Hill when I went up, with the exeep- 
tion of Sir John Campbell. General Jones vi- 
sited the batteries ji the fire, and Lord 

I presume, stationed himself at his fa- 
vourite place, which it would be hazardous to 
mention, lest the siege migh last longer than we 
hope, whence he can get a fair view of almost 
the whole of the batteries in fine weather. The 
storm was so heavy that a soul stirred 
‘out all day. It was as dark almost as night.— 
About five o'clock the sun slowly descended in- 
10 a rift in the dark grey pall which cover- 
‘ed the sky, and cast a wlice of light, 
barred here and there by columns of rain and 

of the town, faintly rendere 
“ h the mists of smoke and rain, seemed 
quivering inside the circling fines of fire around 
and trom them, but they were the same fa- 
miliar outlines so well known to. us for the last 

tion which must have taken place after to-day’s 
Gre. The eye of painter mever rested on a 
more extraordinary effect, and his nat alome 
could render justice to the scene which shone 
‘out on us for a moment, as the sickly sun flatten- 
‘ed out, asit'were between bars of cloud and rain, 

leaden sky to cast one straightened look on the 
conflict below. orem eo 

place was lighted up by incessant flashes of 
Nght and long trails of white smoke streamed 
across it, spirting up in thick masses, tinged 
with fire, for a moment, till they were whirled 
away in broader volumes by the wind. In the 
deep glow of the parting gleam of sunset the 
only Image 's ted to me calculated to 
«convey the actual effect of the fire to our 
friends at home, was a vision of the Potteries’ 

Hire and pillars of smoke, out of the windows ef 
an express train, This glimpse of the batteries 

On the extreme left the French batteries were 
firing with energy on the long line of batteries 

staff and. Garden Batteries, which were replyih 
wery faintly and feebly e 
I Our left attacke(Greenhill or Chapman’s 
Aagreries), working with vigor and dicision, was 
“principally directing its fire against the Redan, 
which only answered by five or six guns, which 
«did not appear to be remarkably well served or 
aimed. Our right attack (Gordon's Batteries), 

advanced battery and ‘hy the 
: ots, had “silenced the Mamelon 
and fired some three or four shots for every one 
from the Round Tower, and the Russian bat- 
teries to the right of the Mamelon were voice- 
less. So auch could be seen, when rain and 
mist set in once more, and shut out all from 

one or two sca 

west, lh ; 
+ Half-past Eleven o'clock p.m.—The rain has 
ceased, and the night is fine. A tremendous 
cannonade has med along our lines since six 0 

- clock, to wnich the enemy reply feebly. Great 
‘quantities of shells have been thrown ‘into the 
place within the last four hours. Some tiifling 

affairs of advanced posts have taken place in the 
ravines, but as yet there is no appearance of a 
strong Sortie. The Russians seem to lack am- 
munition. “No fires are visible in the town, nor 

© April 10.—During the whole ofthe morning 
the firing continued on our side with little inter- 
‘mission, —while that of the Rusians was evident- 
ly slackening. ~ At about four o'clock, however, 
all the enemy’s lines and batteries suddenly 
sprung into lile and vigour. Volleys of from 
100 to 150 guns ‘were fired at once from the 
Redan, the Flagstaff, Barrack, Garden, and Ma- 
lakoff Batteries ; even the Mamelon, which a'l 
thought destroyed and untenable, fired five or 
sia guns in rapid succession. Their shot came 
In upon our works like. hail." On every point 
along our lines balls were to be seen bounding 
and plunging, and shells bursting Tike fireworks 
in the air, Never, perhaps, was such a concen- 
trated and. destructive  cannonade witnessed 
wince the commencement” ‘of “the siege. — 
All felt that if it ‘continued two or three hours 
oir works would be levelled with the dust, as 
though both English and Frenca kept up a ter- 
rifice fire, the enemy in spite of our utmost ef- 
forts gave five guns in reply to our one. The 
rapidity and deafening uproar ofthe fire brought 
al aa were at leisure to o- erp the old- 
est and most experienced arti ers augur- 
<d very unfavourably of our oleh “of hn 
the ah ad could command. such a. fiece 

+ ‘Suddenly and in the midst of such remarks, 
the enemy’s batteries made a dead pause. For 
nearly a quarter of an hour not a gun was fired. 
The allies. kept up their bombardment ; the 
French battered the Flagstaff and works to the 
left ; ‘our shot ploughed into the Redan ‘and 
Malakoff, and our 13-inch shells burst in regu- 
lar succession in the centre of the Mamelon ; 
but not five guns dil the Russians give in re- 

wos dc Sy 

when again suddenly the Redan ‘and Flagstaff 
broke out in heavy volleys, and mainiained 
them. This was at about five o'clock, and from 
this time until the fire of the long guns discon: 
tinued for the night, except by occasional guns; 
few and fir between. No other Russian works 
but the Redan and Flagstaff took part in the 
contest. | 

It was difficult to ascertain the cause of such 
extraordinary manceuvres. Beyond a couple of 
hours, at 2 o'clock, when the weather sliglitly 
cleared, it was almost impossible to ascertain 
with anything like certainty the mischief we 
done to the enemy’s works. From the advan- 
ced trench, where the Guards were within a few 
hundred yards; it was reported that the works 
of the Malakoff, though injured, were still per- 
fectly defensible; that same guns which were 
unserviceable had ‘been withdrawn on one side, 
and that some 25 or i in or 
embrasures, quite ready an t for use. TI 
Maamelon, alse, which this morning was almost 
dismantled, had several fresh guns ‘placed; in- 
stead “of ‘those which had been injured, and 
gab quan the Russians were still strong 

The Sail ios still thick, and matters still 
uncertain when night elosed in. Our long guns 
ceased firing a little after seven, the enemy’s 
about eight, and then both Russians and allies 
resorted to their mortars. The fire of “these 
latter was maintained all night. Every fve 
minutes one of our 13-inch shells was" dropped 
into the Mamelon, and from the advanced 
work, at the sams intervals, 10-inch - were 
thrown into the Malakoff. "The French “di- 
rected their bombs into the’ Flagstaff, and our 
left attack threw them'into the*Redan. On the 
extreme left of all, the French rocket battery 
sent their’ burning missiles in all directions, ex- 
‘ceptinto the town, the orders to spare being still 
in full force. The enemy replied with mortars 

staff works; but we were evidently two t6 one 
superior to them in such ‘ordnance. This de- 
ficiency they occasionally compensated for i 
the use of their gans, which, ‘when fired ia vol-, 
fey's, are by no meaps to be trifled with," 
The advantage of the whole days fire is ‘evi- 

dently with the allies. ** "Whatever is the 'rea- 
son the enemy most certainly are not fightin 
with their usual vigor. ¢ Bavé not yet de- 
stroyed their works— their guns are still good 
and serviceable, yet still they continue silent 
under our cannonade during the greater part of 
the day. The conduct of the enemy is, on the 
whole, so extraordinary, ‘that even the wildest 
conjectures to account for it gain temporary 

According to some, the garrison is not suffi- 
cient fo man all’ the defences, “and, this ‘being, 
also, 1 believe, the opinion of General Jones, is 

1 y believed. Another rumour ascribes 
it to the want of ammunitisn, which is certainly. 
less probable, as up to the moment. of our 
opening fire, the enemy have wasted ‘it in the 
most reckless manner, and as if their stores of 
it ‘were inexhaustible. Some, remembering 
Balaklava, and the subtle attack of Inkermann, 
look on their want of activity asa mere ruse to 
induce theallies to storm ; while a large and re- 

ment as a political cross, an affair of the Con- 
ference at’ Vienna, where it has been arranged 
that neither are to win. : 
But while 1 write the fireis going on with a 

vehemence which must somewhat weaken the 
value of this iatter supposition. It is some- 
thing awful to stand upon the hill.which over- 
looks the town and. watch: the prc of ‘the 
nightly bombardment. © The Congreve rockets 
rush from the French batteries with a defeaning 
roffr, leaving a light trail of fire behind, just suf 
ficient to trace the course of the missile as it 
darts vaguely hither aud thither through the 
air, settling down #t last with a loud crash in 
the Flagstaff. This wild eeratic course occassi- 
ondlly lands them outside the Russian lines, 
rand now and then forces them clear over every- 
ting iuto the very’ centre of the town. From 
ROTgh 45 left the mortars are discharged 
with a heavy prinfal explosion; and with a flash 
which, even-at a distahee, is'almost blinding, — 
As'the the dull boom “thakes your very frame, 
you hear thé shell with a kind of ‘whistling . roar 
mount. higher, and higher into the air, till hav- 
Ling reached its zeinth; it. des2ends with redou- 
[bled speed and force into the enemy’s works, 
“The shock with which it stifkes the ground, can 
be distinctly. heard ‘even in: the alied camp, fol: 
lowed ina second after by the'sharp. ringing ex- 
lusion, ju the bright glare on which the earth 

is thrown up like a cloud. The enemy are re- 
plying to each shot with many long guns, some 
mortars, but use no rocket at all; and whenever 
a pause ocears ‘in the earmonade, the sharp quick 
rattling of the musketry makes itself audible in- 
the advenced trenches, till the re-commenecin 
roar of artillery drowns all other sounds. « 8 
a contest is gomg on now, and will go on’ ail 
nightand each night, until the town surrenders 
or is taken. ~The casualities in. the batteries to- 
day have been slighter than those of yesterday. 

at adi Ty ‘bere 
ningt. Captain Sinclair, of the Royal Artill 
a verely. wounded witha splinter of a shell 
through the thigh, but is doing well. “I believe 
fo ‘officet” was wounded, Omar Pacha 

ply. - Nearly twenty minutes passed on their 
+12 in this state of unaceountable inactivity, 

and staff are. dining to-night with Lord Raglan 

from the rear of Malakoff, the Redan, and I'lag- | Russian bat 

inority - treat the whole bombird- | 

The: left attack “has sustained pea ci 4c in |: 
aired to 
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April 11.— At daybrtak this morning the fire 
was resumed by the all.es and Russins. and 
for some time “with equal vigour on both sides. 
In spite of the fire of our mortars, the enem 
during the past night have managed to repair 
much of the da which the Mamelon sus- 
tained, and also the works of the Flagstaff Bat- 
Te opposed to the French, “rh 

or the first hour of hostilities this morning 
all the Russian works were fought with vigour 
and determination, but after that time (about 
half-past six) the guns round the Malakoff and 
Mamelon again ceased their cannonade, and 
from this io until late in the day. seemed 
perfectly indifferent to our fire. we 

~ As to-day the weather hasbeen fine and clear, 
per- Vek view of the whole fight could be ob- 

ned from the hills,” 1 avai Lind of the 
change to watch the - gr of the siege for 
some hours, and as I i a powerful telescope, 
was able to sce ‘minutely everything which went 
re in the batteries of our antagonists, — 

t, then, as to the real amount of mischief 
which our fire has inflicted. "On the extreme 
lett, where the French ate stacking much harm 
has undoubtedly been done, The Mud Fort has 
received some hard knocks, several of its guns 
have been dismounted, and are not yet pe 
Still, as a battery, it is perfectly defensible, and 
the Russians consider it so, as ‘when I looked, 
rol Hyg of = of it was 8 en- 
gaged with’ the’ French, and ‘appeared giving 
gun for gun with the ba ‘attacking it. 
~ Next to this came the Flagstaff, one of’ the 
most formidable of the Russian defences, and 
the same: which ‘blew up all ‘the French bat- 
teries on the 17th of October last. © Sitice that 
attack its strength has been incredsed fourfold ; 
then it mounted 45, now it mounts upwards of 
160 h ns, at some parts in three tiers, 
and at others in two. ‘The work has sustaine 
much damage, more perhaps’ than all the other 

(%
y 

teries put together. Its lower ‘and 
more advanced tier of guns are quite silenced. — 
The'guns themselves are’ overthrown, the em- 
brasures destroyed, in some’ cases shot quite 
away, and in others so damaged as ‘to be mere 
piles of black ‘earth from which the remnants of 
white sand-bags peep out here and there. The 
second tier is also much knocked about'and one 
or twe of the guns silent, and the slopes of the 

is good and serviceable, and some 30 or 40 
Cree of ordnance in position in it maintained a 

t cannonade. The om) tier of about 30 
guns was almost ‘uninjured, certainly none of its 

were touched. It was into this upper tier 
that th French last night threw their bomb- 
shells, which of course must have caused much 
damage inside the parapet, but as yet ‘there is 
no reduction of its fire. The two smaller bat- 
teries, which flank the lower tiersof the Flag- 
staff, are more out of the direct line of fire,— 
They had suffered very little, and continued to’ 
inflict’ some mischief upon the French. One 
face of the Barrack Battery, which adjoins the 
Flagstaff, had been hit hard by the French, but 
was still firing. The other two cides of it were 
almost unscathed, and seemed even to be mak- 
ing head against a’ French battery ‘on our left, 
and part of our left attak., oo Dor Sola 
Next to this came the Garden Battery, Tt 

suffered ‘much yesterday, but, from its position 
in rear of the other works, the Russians have 
been able to repair it easily, and this ‘morning 
it"was agin ‘in operation.” “The Redan, ‘the 
enemy’s piece ‘de ‘resistance, 'T ‘Tegrot to sa, 
show but little tokens ‘of* injury.” “Tts' font 
face‘was considerably ‘ma¥kéd, and some three 
‘or for of its guns quieted, but “this“wa§ all." It 
was still firing 80°0r 50 guns ‘a ihinite. The 
Malakoff Yower—the key of the whole position, 
thie point” on ‘which ‘formerly the ‘eiemy’ ap- 
peared to ‘concentrate ‘all the vigour of their 
defensive ‘energizs“—vias silent.” 1t wad” up- 
doubtedly much injured, and half the guns of | 
of the Semicivcalar baitéry gone, but stilt very 
far from being unteriable or in¢apable of form- 
dable'opposition. Its two flanking “batteries, 
mounting eacti “some 10°0r 12 guns, were un- 
touched.” “I'ne Mameloh’ Wag very “much ifi- 
jured. Its parapets ‘were mere loose gist of 
earth dnd the fire of our mortars played fo di- 
rect into’its céfitre ‘that thd enemy can only fe- 
tain it by an immengé sacrifice of life. Tt was im- 
ossibie tojudge ‘the state of the enemy's works 
bogs “the <Mamelon ‘except by’ their “fire, 
which was incessant, and appedred fat to over- 
power thé French batteries opposed to ‘them 
on the Inkermann lgights. / 13 Fo 

‘This statement, I think, will be found to eon. 
tain a tolerable accurate account of ‘the mischief 
‘we have yet done the Russians. © Our mortar 
batteries near the picket house were firing hot- 
lyinto the: Mamelon part ‘of ‘our right actack, 
and the mortars in the advanced trench on the 
Malakoff. Two faces of ‘our tight” attack and 
mortar battery, anvadvanced ‘battery of heavy 
guns with the left attack, engaged the Redan.— 
Some French batteries fought ‘at the Barrack 
and Garden works, associated by a small battery 
ire left.” Three very large and 

werfal ch batteries were playing tuponsthe 
Flat, and the French works at Kantiesch on | 
the Quarantine and Mud Forts, ~~ 707 
© I surveyed the whole contest from different 
points for about.four hours. ‘During the whole 
of that time the Malakoff only fired five guns, 
the Mamelon only three. © The other batteries 
fired more or less, according as the shots direct- 

earthworks much damaged. = Still ‘this portion | I! 

ways thie Flagstaff, which was hard phi. and; 
The Frenc seemed earnest ints defence. French. batteries engaged this latter so closely that at- 

least 26 per cent of their shots was not retumed.. 
At this point our allies have a most decided, Su perioritys so much so, that unless the enemy. can repair their own, or in a sortie de oy be French works, the entire drstruction of the’ Flagstaff Battery is now certain. Here, and’ where the French Batteries at Inkermann were getting much the worst of it, the firing was hot- test. ~ At the centre, the part of the lines held, 
by the English, it was rather slack on both sides, 
the Redan only now and then sending a 
awful volley in reply to our sloy, steady, conti- _— fire. 1.0 
This portion of the day, as d, was bight, hed fobs.’ Hess qa stop even to the north side, could be mos st 

seen even with ‘the naked eye. The work round the Malakoff were full of soldiers, who al- most treated our fire with perfect contempt, lounging abaut in the cmbrabires, 410 Karen moving when the shells dropped amon the ty 
Some of these fellows paid for deft Tomes i 
oe their lives, and the enemy then retaliate 

CO eed abies win fd 
ord SHB he houses in the town, \ hich ave arto’ escaped without damage, 10-day show- . ed distinct traves of where stray shell hag fallen. Soldiers were in the street unconcerned, and. a 
small steamer plied to and fro across. the hat- 
bour. On the north side of the harbour especi: ally on the heights facing Inkermann, there were several new and powerful batteries, which fired 

eir range, however, was too" lon g, and their ot hgh hy thou ai fs nothing. Indeed, their works seemed mor 

the slopes below thesé batteries, Lah 
camp of abouta thousand clean white tents, bu the most careful scrutiny failed at any time to discover soldiers either in or about Ge. LT 

* At about 2 o'clock it was reported that a force 
of the enemy was advancing by Tchourgoum to- 
wards Balaklava, 1 rode to a’ commanding po- 
sition in rear of our lines, from, which, it Was 
said the enemy could be seen, Bd, ound a num- 
ber of French and English already ite. 

used as a bravado. and as if to show that tha d | side commanded eve dg of hth gO 

in 

From this point three columns of the ememy 
could be distthetly seen wending like snakes 
from McKenzie’s Farm down towards Tchour- 
goum, A closer examination showed it to be 
an exclusively cavalry force of about 2,000 men. 
At the same time it was noticed that the camp 
‘which used to he on the heightsnear McKenzie's 
Farm was broken up, though, as a blind, the 
two or three tents, which, I suppose, must have 
belonged to officers of rank, were left standing. 
This movement of the enemy. on Balaklava is, 
of course, what we have expected for, some time, 
and what we knew. must take. place, when the 
active operations of the siege recommenced.— 
It has surprised no one, though the enemy may 
be surprised to an extefit which they may 
not anticipate, if an attempt is made to capture 
the harbour. = RE 
The enemy, brtween five and six o'clock this 

evening, again entertained us with tremendous 
volleys fromall paris of their defences. It is 
done, I presume, as a bravado, and as a gentle 
hint that sheir works are by no means in that 
state of dilapidation when a general assanlt on 
‘them would be either easy, or fais: abd’ Het 
"To-day we have had to deplore the loss of a 
most active, brave, and energetic officer of the 
naval brigade, Lieut, Douglass, of the Queen. 
While superintending the working of a gun. in 
the left attack, he was struck in the head by.a 
round shot from the Redan, and killed in a 

Instructions have been sent into Balaklava 
rom head quarters that all the troops garrison- 
ny that place are in future. to be under arms 
at halfpast two A. M., to be ready for parade 

April 12,— During the whole, of last night 
the fire of our mortars was incessant, and this 
morning the long guns recommenced. with, re- 
newed energy : bat, in spite. of, our; bombard- 
‘ment, ‘the enemy bad evidently been again 
busy during the night, and part of the , ¥lag- 
staff’ and nearly all. the Mamelon, embrasuzes 
were repaired, In the former, apparently, no 
new guns had been mounted, but in the latter 

“The fire to-day has been much the same, us 
during yesterday—viz., a. well. sustnined -can- 
nonade from the allies throughout, and the 
enemy replying very slackly; except from the 
Flagstaff and Redan. Occasionally, as since 
we first opened, nearly all their, works gaye 
forth tremendous. vollys almost simultaneously 
but their, spiriss though terefic, never -lasted 
above half an hour, after wnich two-thirds of 
their lines relapsed into comparative silence. 
~ One of our batteries on the slopes on Inker- 
mann, mounting e'ght sixty eight pounders, and 
“which has hitherto been masked, was opened 
this morning on the flank of the Malikoff. = But 
the position of this work has been most unfor- 
tunately chosen. As it commended its fire it. 
was discovered, not only that the Malikoff could 
and would reply, but that two other of the ene- 
my’s works bore full upon the spot. - The. re- 
sult was, that it had to maintain a most, unequal 
contest, and before twelve in the day three of 
its guns were so injured as to be. unseryiceable 

ed against them told well or ill; ‘excepting al- "and the rest of the work seriously damaged and 


