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THE GLEANER.

soners, rowed ashore, and was received at the
landing-pier in the Quarantine by General
Kengenstern, commandant of Odessa ; Licuten-
ant-colonel Prince Mestschevsky, aide-de-camp
to Count Stroganoff, the governor-general of
Bessarabia ; and the chief of police, with anu-
merous staff of attendant officers. As it was
necessary that the documeuts connected with
the exchange should besigned by Count Stro-
ganoff, an orderly was despatched to his excel-
lency, who resides in a country house on the
outskirts of the town ; but in the meantime the
count came in, and was present during the re-
mainder of the proceedings attending the em-
barkation. In the course of conversation at
this interview, the commandant of Odessa put
several incidental questions about the recent
capture of Kinburn, and amongst others, inqui-
red if any of our (English)floating battcries had
“been present  On roceiving an answer -in the
negative—the French being the only one j—he

replied in a tone that gave additional fore€ to |-

the expressson of his uncomplimentary estimate
of our allies’ courage 1 naval operations; 7
nie. faut paside grond courage powr un equipage
cache’’—alluding to the shot proof coustruction
of the batteries. He. further inquired the
names of the two admirals, and was informed
that, in consequence of his recent romotion,
M. Bruat, being senior in rank, co manded in

chief ; on which the general, turning to one of |

the others present, remarked in German, ¢ Jof
os sioglich V' ( Is it possible 1) In the mean-
time the liberated prisoners were being taken on
board a small Odessa steamer, and conveyed
tothe Colombe, in the roads, at the cud of which
operation Captain' Methyien and his [party, re-
turned on board their ship, much pleased with
the courtesy they had received, - >

THE BRITISH BEFORE SIBASTOPCL.
The « Daily News’ correspondent brings de-

tails down to the 27th.. He says, speaking
b THE TALKED OF ATTACK.

The talked of attack against our position‘h'a's :

not taken place, nor have'there been any indi-
cations of movement. on’ the part of that por-
tion of the Russian army which' can be observ-
ed from the heights above Sebastopol, and from
those overlooking Inkermann. The working
_parties on the north side of the roadstead, im-
Mediately opposite to the town . and suburbs of
“Bebastopol, have continued to be actively em-
. ployed in strengthening' tlie defences, and the
‘number of gunsmounted in the cliff earthyork
“batteries and shore forts would appear to be in-
ereased, if we may judge from 'the greater fre-
quency and weight of fire directed ageinst the
* south side during the last few days. = The ene-
my have added rockets to the list of projectiles

. 'with which they have favoured us ; they have
fallen chiefly in the neighbourbood of the white
ublic buildings' in the Karabelnia, and have
geen'sen.t with the object of burning these. por-
tions which have escaped fire hitherto, The
design has not succeeded. The shot and shell
—howitzer shells for the most part, though on
Fort’Constantiie two mortars have been lately

" added to the large solitAry mortar which was
previously used—have been' discharged in grea-
test number into the town proper; on the west
side of the south harbour. '

A FIRE NEAR FORT NICHOLAS. |

On the 23rd instant a couple of houses were
set on fire in rear of Fort N ichelas, near its
east end, not far from the old landing place, by
a shell, which was directed against the ¥rench
" mortar battery in this situation. They.had ¢s~
caped as well as alarge group of outhouses,
stores, and stables in' their neighbourhood  at-
tached to Fort Nicholas,'the general conilagra-
tion when the' Russians ‘gave up the’ town to
destruction on the Yth of September ; and,
strange enough, the fire. which raged along the
vaulted corridors of Fort Nicholas itself, and ut-
terly consumed everything combustible for up-
wards of two-thirds of its distance, commencing
from the west.end, had also suddenly stopped,
and spared the interior of the cast endof the
building, . Had it not done s0 1t' would have

reached a chunber in which a Jarge quantity of

*gunpowder, fuses, and inflammable materials
iuave been heaped together, ‘and this - énd
of the fort and the neighbouring’ buildings
would in all probability
the ground.

‘The fire of the north side hasnot been limited
to the west side of the south harbour, although
that has had its chiefshave. Tt'has also been
rather heavy ebout the dockyard buildings near
Fort Paul, where the Russions appearto think
we have some works ;. andalso towards Careen-
ing bay, in which direction the French have a
battery erected. ' ;

NARROW DSCAPE.

The casualtics have been remarkably limited
in number, but the escapes in ‘some instances
have been close enough to point out the neces.
sity of constant caution not to attract the notice
of theenemy. On the 24th instant the arrange-
ments of a Irench picket were disturbed sby a
shell falling . throngh the roof of the house in
which they had taken up gheir temporary abode
not far from the aqueduat as it approaches the
dockyird ; and as another shell quickly follow-
ed, and fell near the same spot, it is not unlike-

> X{that this was a hing that the party had been
observed. The'few men Who were in the house
. at the time the shell penctrated the roof hrd

time to ezeape before its explosion; and nd one |

“was hurt.  Parties dent from camp’ to collect
wood ere invariably kept out of sight as much
a3 possible. Some rifle balls have been gent
8CT03S agniust our men on duty along the shore,
end keeping wateh against on approach of the
enemy ; but they have generally fallen shoxt and
heen seen to splash harmlesaly the water of the

have been levelled to,

‘And thy cities,once for freedom famed

road-stead. We are again 3ommencing a bat- |
tery, but it may be prudent not to indicate too |
particularly its situation, as the work is but

very little advanced as yet.

Commumention,

THE LAND OF GRERECE.
The Land of Greese! the land of Greece!
Oh'! I do love it well,
The wildness of its legendry
Comes o’er me like a spell ;
For, ’tis the classic, holy land
Of poet and of seer,
Tilled with thebright, the beautiful, the grand,
Oh! who'd not worship there,

Oh! Landof Greece! Oh! Land of Greece!
Thy history’s in the past,

Deep graven'on the page of time
In characters 'todast ; |

For, high up amid the glorious band

7+ Of warriors and of seers,

Shall thy brave soms immortal stand,
Nor meet their commpeers there.

Thy Gods, oh Greece! thy Gods, oh Greece!
Still wander o’er the earth,

Though exiled from their native homes,
The land that gave them birth,

Still deep within the human breast,
Through countries and all elimes,

‘Will the memory of their greatness rest

For ages and all times.

Oh! Land of Greece! oh! Land of Greece!
Though thou hast “fallen low.

In bondage to a foe,
We'll honour thee, oh Land of Greece, .
~“And deep ‘within our minds,
One little spot we'll sacred keep,
For/thee and thy fair Icles.
ol s CAIUS.
Chathan,; November-28, 1835.

s GAS LIGHTS.
MR. EpITOR,
This Chatham of ours is a Town whose

whereabouts and importance have been pointed

out on the map of British North A meriva, by a

dot, ever since I can remember, Its. property,

population, and enterprise, when compared with.
places on. this Continent, styled Cities, make
one ‘begin to feel less ashamed—if not more
proud— of being called a Chathamire. If this
statement be true, it is ertainly not less true,
that in other respects we are behind— very far
behinc—other places, in the race of improve-
ment, which distinguishes our age and coun-
try. . " '

"We are behind in many respeets, but one in-

stance will suffice for my present purpose, 1

mean the want of Gas™ Lights. Travel Mr.

Editor, where' you may, in the old or new

World, and you will find that almost every town

“—however ‘small—is lighted with Gas.” Now-

why isthis the case? Just because Gas affords

a cheaper, safer, cleaner and bright'er-light'than

eithex eandles, oil or Huid, .
The " colitary fict that Gas is used s0 common-

ly, is of itself satisfactory proof; that it isa cheap-

er and beiter mode of supplying light than any
other that has been discovered.  The following
statistics, however," which are copied from

“ Chambers's Information for the People,? dated

1842, may assist your Chatham readers to form a

move correct estimate of the differencejin price,

bet ween light supplied by gas, and that supplied
by candles, gvax or cil:

"« Various calevlations (says Chamber<) of the
relative expence of Gas light, compared with
other lights have been made. Thus, when tal-
low candles are 9d per Ib., (thevare 1s 3d here
at presert) ; wax candles, three times the
price of tallow; train oil 2 per gallon, and
coal gas, 9s per 1000 feet.  Tt'is computed that
the relative expense will be as under:

“ Wax, 100; tallow, 25; oil, 5 ; coal gas, 3.7

Fluid (little used there) is not mentioned, it
is costlier and more dangerous than eil or can:
dles.

In a recent paper by Dr. Fyfe, the relative
expence is computed as follows:

“Gas, giving 12 per cent condensation, that is,
containing12 per cent olifiant pas, at 8564 per
1000 cubic feet, being 1. The expence of wax
light of equal quantity will be about 14. Sperm
oil 3." Tallow candles & ; and’ rectified whale
oil 6

dn addition to its great economy, gas light
may also be pronounced safer than any other
ordinary light. ' It prodiices no sparks—it can-
not be carelessly p{aced in contact with bed
curtains, or substances feasily ignited, and it re-
quires scarcely any ‘attention. It may be
turned down to the most minute speck of flame
in.an instant, ready to be restored when re-
quired, by the simple turning of the stop cock.

My objeet, however, Mr Editor for troubling
you with these hasty remarks was not to furnish
information on the subject of gas as a light, but
simply to invite public attention to its applica-
tion to supply the town of Caatham,

1 would humbly suggest, that a public meet-

ing be called, say in a month hence ; during

the interval, those gentlemen in the communi-
ty who_usuallytake the lead in swch mgatters,
will have time to colléct wformation which they

)

should oommuicate to the meeting when con-

vinced. : GO AHEAD.
-Chatham, 23rd Nevember, 1865,

Exitar's Drepartment.
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Terys.—New Subseribers Twelve Shillings
and Six Pence, per annum, in all cases in ad.
vance. Old Subscribers 12s. 6d., in advance, or
17s. 6d. at the end of the year. We prefer the
advance price, andas it effects a large saving,
we hope soon to see all our subseribers:avail
themselves of it.

CENTRAL BANK AGENCY, CHATHAM.
Discount days Turspays and Fripays, Hours
for business' from 10 to 8 o’clock. Notes for
Discount to be lodged at the Bank before 3
o'clock, on the day immediately preceding the
discount day. s .
This paper is filed, and may be seen free, of
charge, at Holloway’s Pills and Ointment - Ex-
tablishment, 244 Strand, London, where Adyer-
tisements and Subseriptions will be received
for this Periodical. il o :

EUROPEAN NEWS.

AFTER 2 careful perugal of our British papers
received by the last mail steamerat Halifax.we do
not perceive any news of importance in addition
to the summary given in the telegraph despatch
published in our last issue. - T'o-day we give co-
piotis details, embracing extracts from the Jour-
nals of the Correspondents of the London Press
at the seat of war, the general news of the day,
and several leading articles from London Jeur-
nals, all of which will be found under their re- |
spective heads. ' : :

Prince Gortschakoft hasissued a General Or-
der to the treops under his command, inform-
ing them that the Emperor has'left it solely to
his diseretion whether he shall oceupy or retire
from the Crimea. He expresses confidently,
toat through their valor, he will be enabled .to’
bold his position in defiance of the aseaults of
the allies. Time will tell us if he will be able
to make good his assertion, In the mean time,
the Allies are gradually concerting arrange-
ments to cut off his supplies and to surround
his army. S L

I IOARAGV‘.-. .
ATTENTION has been recently drawn to this

country on aceount of its occupation by a band of
Filibusters under the command of Col. Walker,
anadventurer from the United States, and the dif
fieulties which in all likelihood willarise by the
interference of the"British Government, under
whose protection it has been for some time,
by virtue of a treaty with the native Sove-
reign. 'The following deseription of the coun-
try will be interesting.

¢ On the west it is washed by the Pacific
Qcean, and partly on the east by the waters of
the Carribean Sea, the Modquito Territory for-
ming a large share of its eastern Boundary.
Honduras borders it on the mofth and Costa
Rica upon thesouth. Tt§ area is about forty-
nine thousand square miles, and the popula-
tion is estimated at two hunded and forty se-
ven thousand. The females are raid to greatly
exceed the males in number. Not more thau
twenty thousand of the people are Wwhites, the
rest being ‘negroes, Indians and mixed races,
Most of the population live in towns, many of
them going several miles daily to labor in "the
ields. The plantations are scattered pretty
equally over the country, and are reached by
paths so obscure as to almost escape the mnotice
of travellers, who are thus liahle to fall into the
error of supposing that the country is almost
uninhabited. The dwellings of the people are
usually of canes, thatched with palm, although
the better classes construet their tesidences of
adobes, and by the help offruit and shade trees,
planted in the court-yard, render many of them
exceedingly pleasant, A range of mountains
extends along the west coast of the State, at a
distance of a few miles frora the sea, but attain-
ing no great clevation until they approach the
confines of Costa Rica, when they reach the
height of five to eleven thousand feet. In the
central part of the State s an immense level
tract, known as the plains of Nicaragua, com-
prising in itsarea the lake of that name. Nu-
merous volcanoes exist along the Pacific coast,
There are a considerable number of rivers, but
none of them, except the San Juan, are naviga-
bie in a commercial sense.—Veing of copper and
silver ore of exceeding richness are found in
many parts, but they remain almost all of them
either unexplored or only superficially worked.
Gold, also, issaid to exist. The climate is
healthy, though various. Inthe interior and
mountainous parts of the temperature is more
dry and cool than on the coast, where it is hot
and approaching to humid. The greater ‘por-
tion of ‘the State consists of plains and gentle
slopes formed of*a rich black loam, of which hut
a small portion is' made available, The pro-
ductions are indigo, sugar, coflee, cotton of su-

perior quality, corn, rice, wheat, &e., besides

TRICE CF BREAD IN BRITAIN,
BY our British papers we perceive ‘that the
public mind is considerable agitated in conse-

| quence of the high price of the necessaries of

life, but more particularly of flour. ‘This, the
people; it appears, are determined not to subs
mit to. A kind Providence has blessed Britain
and Ireland with an abundant harvest, and this
has also been the case in the United States,
Canada, Novascotia, New Brunswick, and Pr.
Ed. Island, and they justly say, that the war
entails on them heavy taxes, which they are
willing to bear, but they will not quietly consent
to the high price of bread, merely for the pur-
pose of enabling & few wealthy speenlators to still
farther enrich themselves by creating a mono-
poly in corn, ¥ ”

From a long article on the subject in' Rey-
nold’s paper we taks the conciuding remarks :

« Now, with reference to the present famine
prices of provisions, facts are accumulating
every day, which prove that there never was s
more causeless, infamous, and diabolical conspi-
racy against the lives and pockets of the poor
producing elassed,  The most inveterate back-
ers of the farmers and speculators are now con-
strained to confess that there is no scarcity of
corn—that, on the contrary, there is a compa-
rative abundance, in regaad to our home growth ;
aud absolute plenty and superfluity, if we in-
clude ‘the. importations {rom  abroad. The
highest agricultural authorities are now agreed
that, on the most moderate computation, the
Home yield of wheat this year has beon three
millions of quarters over that of last year. Add
to this, that there never was such a plentiful
harvest im~ America, and’ that Turkey alone
would, if permitted, supply us with an abun-
dance of excellent wheat, at'something like 35s.
the querter. ‘But when we know, as we do,
‘from the Times; and other sources of informa-
tion, that one speculator in the cast of England,
has 6,000 quarters in his granary, waiting for
higher prices; and another in London,J10,000—
and so on ‘throughout the country,—we must
ot once admit that it is invain that the blega-
ings of Heaven are showered upon the children
of men, 5o long as heartless Mammonists, and
godless lnws, arceermitted to stand between
the people and the CnraTox, intercepting his
bounties, and even converting them into a curse.
We repeat, therefore, our previcusly expresecd
hope, that the dear bread agitation, whieh ori-
ginated in Hyde-park, and which is now
spreading over the whole surface of the land,
will not terminate with the pressure whieh
called it info existence, but will continue until
it has eventuated mn discoveing a permanent,
instead of temporary, remedy—the means of §.
nally reseuing the people from the fangs of their
merciless oppressors, and of rendering such . an
infernal anemaly 2s famine in the midst. of
plenty—starvation in the midst of abundance—
impossible for the future, A

“In the meantime, it behoves the people to
be on their guard. - They have todeal with an-
tagonists who are most cruel, cunning remorse-
less, and unscrupulous. . No means will be Jeft
untried  to entrap the leaders of the agita-
tion, or to bring contempt upon the cause,—
This much we might assert, {from a knowledge
of the past conduct of the authorities. But if
any proof were wanting, it was supplied by the
Hyde-park affair of Sunday last. " That satur-
nalia of blackguardism, we have reason to be-
lieve, wasa deliberate contrivance of the police,
to bring ridieile and contempt upon the starv-
ing working classes, who on ‘the two preceding
Sundays, met to complain of their hardships.—
It was well known that the working classes
were determined not to hold a meeting in Hyde-
park on Sunday last. ' Buta meeting was held
there, At whose instigation and authority ?
For an answer to this, let the forbearance of
Mayxzand his myrmidons to the. con, egated
ruffians of last Sunday, be contrasted with their
feroeity to the peaceable and respectable men
and women, who assembled in J uly last, to pro-
test against Lord Grosvexor’s hypoeritical
Sabbath Bill. Let, we say, the conduct of the
police on the cceasions, be contrasted and then
it will be seen at once who were the real promo-
ters of the last disgraceful affair in Hyde-park.”

On the same subject the London Morning
Chronicle remarke:

¢ Abroad we know that almost incalculable
gtores of corn await only the temptation of
high profits to commence their Jjourney hither-
ward. Now, in the case of a perishable artiele
like corn, a very slight exeess either of import-
ed or home growth offered in the market muet
result in a rapid and heavy fall in prices. To
this peril the farmers, in their blind greed for
immediate profit, are now exposing themselves.
Their business for the last year or two has, we
are told, been exceedingly prosperous ; and
being thus easy in their present circumstances,
they have withheld from market the produce of
the late harvest, and so oceasioned 2 fictitious
scarcity. If'they donot take timely warning
their cruel cunning seems likely to result in
their 6wn ruin. Large orders for grain have
already been transmitted to Ameriea, where the
pnst harvest has proved unusually prolifie. A
few extra cargoes mrriving in English ports,
with supplieg beyond the current demand, may
depress prices as much below the fair remune-
rative-point as they are now above it. The
farmer may have deservedly forfeited the con-
fidence of his fellow citizens—he may have

oranges, lemons, aud fruits of verious kinds.”
L ]

spread distress and destitution among thou-
sands, and contributed to excite discontent?
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