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From the London Times.
TUE: FINAL BOMBARDMENT.

Sep. 5.-——At dawn on the morning of the
5th September, the French opened fire, the
air was pure and light, and a gen-
tle breeze from the South east, which con-
tinued all day, drifted over the steppe and
blow gently into Sebastopol. The sun shone
the vapours of early
morning, and wreaths of snowy clouds en the
long lines of white houses inside those.rugged
defences of earth and gabionade which have
so long kept our armies gazing in vain on
this suvgust city. The ships lay floating
on the waters of the roads, whieh were

-smooth asa mirror, and like it, reflected them

and outshine, our own fleet and that of the
French equally inaetive, and not quite so
useful to us, were reposing from Kazatch to
Constantie asidly as though they were
painted upon a painted ocean,

From Catheart’s Hill, therefore, on the
right from the Fourth Division camp, one
can gain an admirable view of certain points
of the position from the sea on the left to our
extreme right at Inkermann. That advan-
tage is however, rarely obtainable when there
ig any heavy firing, as the smoke generally

hangs in thick clouds betweem tha eartb.’

works, nor can it be dispelled unless by a
brisk wind. If one of the few persons who
were in the'secret of the opening ef the
French batteries had been on the Catheart’s
Hill on the morning ‘of the 5th, ke would
have beheld then, just ers half-pass five
o'clock the whole of this scene marked out
in keen detail in the clear morning air.—
The men in our trenches can be seen sitting
.down.behind‘ the traverses, or strolling about
in the rear of the parapet.

Small trains of animals and files of men
are passing over tte ground between the
trenches and the eamp, and the only smoke
that catches the eye arises from the kettles!
of the seldiery,or from a rifle in the advanced
works. On the left, however, it can be eeon
that the French trenches are crowded with
men, and that their batteries are manned
though the men keep well out of sight, and
the mantletsiand sereens are yet down before
the musazles of some of their guns. The men
beneath the parapet swarm like bees, A few
grey-conted Russians are in view repairing
the works of the Flagstaff Battery or engaged
in throwing up a new work, which promises
to be of considerable ‘strength, in frent of
the seoond line of their dofence,

Suddenly, along the earthen cmrtain be-
tween Nos. 7, and 8 Bastions, three jets of
flame spring up into the air and hurl up 28
many pillars ef earth’ and dust, which ars
warmed into ruddy hues by the horizontal
rays of the sun, {‘he French bave exploded
threo fougases, to blow in the eountersearp,
and to servensa signal to their men. 1n.
stantly, from the sea to the dockyard greei
there seems to run a stream of fire, and flee-
ey, burning, rich white smoke, as though the
earth had suddenly been rent in the throes
of an earthquake, and was vomiting forth
the materials of her voleanoes., The lines
of the French trenches were at once coverad,
a3 though the very clouds of heaven had set-
tled down upon them and wero whirled about
in spiral jets, in festoona, in clustering bunch-
es, in columns and in sheets, all commingled,
involved together by the vghement flames
beneath.’ -

The erash of such a tremendous fire must
have been appalling, but the wind and the
peculiar condition of the atmospbere did not
permis the seund to produce any greas effect
on our eamp; in the city, for the same reason
the noise must have been terrific and horrible,
The iron storm tozs over the Russian lines
tossing up as if in sport, jots of earth and
dust, rending asunder gabions, and ‘squeleh-
ing’ the parepets, or bounding over among
the houses and ruins in their rear. The ter.
rible files of iron, about four miles in figant,
rushed across the plain, earrying death "8nd
ruin with it, swept with its heuvyand irre-
sistab'e wings the Russian flanks, and search-
ed their eentre to the core. A vollev so start-
ling, simultaueously powerful, was probably
never yet uttered since the cannon found its
voice.

The Russians scemed for & while utterly
paralyzed, their batteries were not mannad
with strength enough to enabla them to re-
ply tosuch an overlapping and crushing fire ;
butthe French, leaping to their guns with
astounding emergy, rapidity and strength,
kept on filling the very air with the hurt-
ling storm, and sent it in wnbroken fury
against their enomijes. More than twe
hundred pieces of artillery of large calibre,
admirably served and well directed, played
incessantly on the hostile lines. In s lew
moments & great veil of smoke—‘a war
elond rolling dun’—spread from the guns
over on the left of Sebastopol ; but the rear

of the shot did not oease, and the eannonade | F
now pealcdlfor?h in great-irregular bursts,

now died away into hoarse murmurs, again
swelled vp inte tumult, or rattled from ond
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to end of the line like the file fire of infan-!

try.
Stone walls went dewn before the guns st

once, but the earthworks yawnmed 9 receive |
However, s0 swift and |

shot and shell alike.
ineessant was the passage of these missiles
through the embrasures and alung the teps
of the parapets, that the enemy had to lie
close, and could scercely show t hemselves in
the front line of defences. For a few wmi-
nutes, then, the French kad it all their own
way, ahd appeared to be on the pointof swee-
ping away the place without resistance : But
after they bad fired a few rounds from each
of their pumerous guns, the Russian artillery
men got to work and began to return oer ai-
lies fire.. 'They made good practiee, but fired
slowly, but with precisien, as’ if they could
not afford to throw away an ounce of powder.
The French were stimultated ratber than
impeded by such a reply to their aitonishing
volleys, and their shot flew with inereasing
rapidity along the line of the defemces, and
beunded in among the houses of the town.
What were we doing all thistime ? What
#as our admirable naval brigade and gallant
siege traindoirg ? They were just working
their guns asvenal, and Bad received no or-
ders to open a gemeral. fire. Our batterics,
therefore, rendered little assistance to the
French, but they maintained their usual dee-
tructive and solid ¢ bammering’ on the. face
of the Redan and of the Malakcff and aided
our invalnable allies by keeping up a regular
shell practice_on the batteries from Creek to
the Redan. Now two or three mortars from

{Gordon’s, then two or three mortars frem

Chapman’s, burled ten and thirteen-inch
shells behind the enemy’s works, and convec.
ted the discbarges by rounds from long thirty
twos or sixty eights. Itis not known why
this evident wanst of unanimity existed, and
why we did not open fire at the same time
with the French,

Gen. Pelissier was over at our head-guar-’

ters and had an interview with Gen. Simp-

son yesterday, and it js not unlikely that the |

Fremch commander, with his charactteristic
impetuosity, resolved en opening fire, finding
that we were net prepared todo so with ef-
feet, and relying on his ewn numerous and
heavy ordnance and abundance of amunition,
Tam by no means prepared to say we were
ready %o open en the day agread upos, ner
do Iinsinuate that there was the smallest
wan$ of unanimity hetween the Generals, but
it isa fact that we had pot sll the guns and
ammunition required for opening a three
day’s fire of intensity, and that with pleney
of a certain sort of material and missiles thera
wns not the requisite quantity of those of g
different dut useful deseription. Our allies
must appreciate the readiness with which we
have on several occasions lent them guns,
shot and shell, and ‘are too geaeroue, while
remembering such services to find faujt
with usif we had net aceumulated such mas-
ses of steres as they had collected,

After all, it may turn out that for military
reasons the Generals resolved to let the
Freneh open first, and that the cannonade
was o mattes of arrangement. Although
there are some complaints of deficieney in
the engineering department, I bave never
beard it said that our artillery, ag long as
they had powder, shot ard guns, were not
ready to meet any enemy. It fortunately
happened at this junotura that Gen. Jopes,
who has alwaya displayed great energy in
directing the siege works, is unwell and ean-
net go out, owing to a severs attack of rheu-
matiem, which almost cripples him.

But all this has nothing to do with the
siege, and meantime our allies are pourding
away with exceeding warmth at eve-
rything within range of them. Our
Quarry Battery, armed with two mer-
tars and eight coborns just 400 yards below
the Redan, plies the suburb in the rear of the
Malakoff vigorously, and keeps the top of the
Redan clear. Redan and Malakoff are alike
sllent, ragged and torn. At most the Redan
fires three guus, and the adjoining  batteries
are equally passimenious ; the parapets are
all pitted with shot and shell, and the sides
of the embrasures are greatly injured, so
that the gabionsare stickingout, and are tum-
bling down in all directions.

There is no mere of that fine polishing, and
of that csbinet maker's work which the Rus-
sians bestowed on their batterias ; our eon-
stant fire by night, our riflemen, ang inces-
sant shelling have praventad their assidwons
Anxiety as to external appearance being grati-
fied. After two hours and a half of furicus
sre, the artillerymen of our allies suddenly
ceased, in order to let their guns eool and to
rest themselvee. The Russians erept out te
repair the damages to their works, and shook
sand hags full of earth from the Larquite
over the outside of their parapets. The gun-
ners 8lso fook advantage of this sudden  cos-
sation to open on our sailor’s batteries in the
lett attack, and cavsed us soms little annoy-
anee from the ¢ erow’s nest.’

At ten o'clock, however, haying previons-
ly exploded some fougnsses, ag hefere, the

reneh re cpened a fire, if possible, mere ra-
pid and tremendous than their first, and con-
tinaed to keep it up with the utmast vigour
until twelve o'clock at noon,by which time

the Russiang bad only a few guns in the
| Flagsta#f rond snd Garden Batteries in a po-
gition to reply.  Wa could gee them in great
agitation, sending men and carts to and fro
acyoes the bridge, and at nize a’clock a pow~
| exful column of lofartry erossed aver to resist
| our sssault, while a movemert towards In-
i kermann was made by the army of the Bel-
{ bek. Soen xfier cur Hre began, us early as
; six o'eleek, the working parties which go over
i tothe norih side every momning, eeemed to
be recalled, and were marched back again
across the bridze to the seuth, mo deubs to
be im readiness for. our expected assault,

From tiwelve to five o'cicolt p. m. the fir-

ing was slack; the French then resumed
their cannonade with the same astounding vi-
gor as at dawn and at ten o’cloeck, and ne-
ver ceased their volleys. of shot and shell
against the plaee till half past seven, when
darkness set in, end all the mortars and hea-
vy guns, Erglich as well es French, opened
with shell against the'whole line of defen-
ces. A deseription of this scene isnow im-
peesible. There wasnot one instant in which
thesshells did not whistle throvgh the air—
not a moment in which the sky was rot sea-
med by their fiery curves or illuminated by
their ‘explosion. Our practice was beyond
all praise. Every shell buist as‘it ought,and
the lines ef the Russian outworks, of the Re-
dan, Malakeff, and of all their batteries were
rendered plainly visible by the constant light
of the bursting shells. Thd Russians scarce-
ly attempted & reply. At5 p. m. it was ob-
served that a frigate i the second live, near
the nerth side, was smoking, and ¢3 it grew
darker, flamés were seen toissue from her
sides. :
Men and officers rushed to the front in the
greatest delight and excitement, and &9 night
camo on the whole vessel broke out into ome
grend blaze from stem tostern. The delight
of the erowd on Cathoart’s hill was intense.
¢ Well, this is a sight ~—tosce ome of these
confounded ships touched at last!”’ These
and many different and stronger expressions
were sudible on all sides ; but there were some
who theught the Russians had set the ship on
fire, or that ineendiaries or maleontents were
at work, and one gentleman went so far as to
say he ¢ thought It merely a signal—may
be to recall their cavalry from Eupatoria.”

[t is not precisely known how the thing
was dene. Somo say it was. dome by the
French—others by gurselves ; snd bombs, red
hot shot and rockets bave beem variously
named as the agency by which tha fire was
accomplished: In epite of the efforts of the
Russians, the flames spread, anfl scon issned
from the ports and quarter gallery, At 8
o’clock the light was so great that the heuses
of the city and the forta on the other side
ceuld be discerned without difficulty. The
masts stood long, and towered aloft like great
pillars of fire; but ‘cne after the other they
yielded ; the decks fell in about ten  o'clock,
and at midnight the frigate was burned to the
water’s edge.

September 6. Last night a steady fire was
kept up along the front, to prevent the Rue-
sians repairing domages, At 10 P. M. orders
were sent to our batteries te open as soon as
there was a good light, the next day, but they
were limited te fifty rounds each. A 5 30 the
wholo of the batteries from Quarantine to In-
kermann opened with a prand crash. The
Russians were cilent as before. The cannon-
ade was maintained ss it was yeaferday.
There were three breaks or lulls in the tem-
pest; from half past 6 till 7, the fire was com-
paratively slack.

September 7. The eannonade was resum.
ed at day-break, the Inkermarn batteries
opening briskly. A council of gene‘ravls was
held to-day at head-quarters, the sick wero
oleared out of the Held hospitals, and it gra.
dually oezed out that the nssanlt would take
place to-morrew ab 12 o'elock, Thy firing
was tremendeus all day, but clouds of dust,
which a high wind from the north drifted in-
to-our faces, rendered a view of the place im-

ossible.

About three o'cleck a two.-deckor waa set
on fire and burred all night. A steamer
towed another vessel near her away to the
| doekyard barbor. but the lines of mep-of-war
are still inact, Flames broke cut behtnd the

{ Redan in tho afternoon. The bombardment
| was renawed at dusk. A Sardinian corps was
{ marched up to reinforee the Freneh. There
| was a heavy explogion in the tewn at 11
jo'clock, . M. Themen all take forty-eizht
{ bours provisions, cooked, into the trenches
| with thein. Nothing is known of the plan
| of attack, /
{ - September.8, 11, A. M.—AIl comers from
{ Balaklava and the rear of the camp are stop-
Iped by a line of centries. Amother lino of
centries in front prevenis any one going as
far as Catheart’s Hill, or the picket housas,
except staff oflicers or men on duty. The
fire is exceedingly heavy. The nssanlé takes
place at noon. * The Fourth Division is pow
under arme.

THE STORMING OF SEBASTOPOL.

The Fight for the Malakhoff,—The ean-
{ nonade languished purposely towards noon ;
but the Russians, catching sight of the caval-
ry and troops in front began to shell Cash-

jattack on the Tth of September. 'I'he divi

cart’s hill and the heighte, and disturbed the
cquanimity ef some of the sprotators Ly sheir
sheils bursting with Joud thumps right over
their headr. A few minutes before tweive
o'cloek the French like a ewarm of beey, issu-
ed-forth from their trenehes elose to the
doomed Malakheff, swarmed up its face, and
were to the embrasures in the twinkling of
an eye. They crossed the seven metres of
greund which separated them from the enes
my at a few bounds—they drafted as lightly
and quickly as anturon leaves befere the wind
battalion after battalion, into the exsbracures
end in a minute or tweafter their coluren it~
sued frem thesditeh the tricolonr was fost-
ing over the Korniloff Bagtion, The muekes
try was very feeble at first—indeed, eur allies
teok tho Ruvsians quite by surprie, and very
few of tho latter were in the Malakheff—
The enemy soen however recovered themselves
and came out in great masses {rcm the ¥
homb-proof hiding places. Anticipating a
little the order of time, it may be stuted here#
that after onr asseult on the fedan had been
abandoned a fierce contest raged in the rese:
of the Malakhoff between reasses of R ussiaris
now released from the Redan, or drawn from
the town and the Frepeh inside the werk: |
and the fight from the Little Redan, on ‘the
preper left of the Malakhoff, was raging fu-
riously.  Clouds of dust and smeke
covered the scene, but the rattle of the mus-
ketry was inceseant, and betokened the severe
nature of the struggle below, Through the
breaks in the smeke there copld be seen now
and then a tricolour, rurmounted by an eagle
fluttering bravely over the inner perapet of
the Malakhcff, The storm of battle rolled
fiercely round it, and beat against it; but it
was custained by strong arms and stous
hearts, end all the aesaults were dirceted in
vain against it.  We could see, too, cur neble
allies swarming over into the Malakboff from
their splendid - approaches to it from the
Mameloa, or rushing with swift steps to-
words the right, where the Ruesians ecntinu-
ally reinforced, sought in vain to beat back
their foes and to regain the keys of their por
sition. The struggle was full of interest to us,
but its issue was never deubted. From twelve
o’clock till past sevem in the evening the
French had to meet and defeat the repeated
atteripts of the enemy to regain the work and
the Little Redan, when weary of the fearful
slaughter of his men, who lay in thousands
over the exterior of the worke, tho Muscevite
geperal, despairing of success, withdrew his
exhausted legions, and prepared, with adnfi.
rable skill, to evacuste.

The Assaunlt on the Great Redan.—The
Foree Employed —A few minutes after twelve
o’cleck the tricoleur was seen to wave over
the parapet of the Malakhoff, and the signal
was given for our assult on the Redan,—
When the order was received on the Tth, the
remark was this leoks like @mether 18th of
June. In faet, the astacking columus were
not strong ensugh, the supports wera not
strong enough, and were also to far kehind,
and the trenehes did not afford room for o
suffieent number of men. Now it will be ob- <
served that, whero we attaeked the Redan
with two divisions only, & porticn of cach be-
ing virtually in reserve, axd not engaged in
tho affair at all, the Frefich made their assanlt
on the Malakheff with four divisions of she
second corps d’armee, the first and fourth dis
visions formimg tho sterming eolumns, and
the third and fifth being the support wish re-
serve of 10.000 men. The Fremch kad pre-
bahly, nof less than 30,000 men in the right

gional orders for the 2nd division were very
much the same a8 those for thelight division.
The covering party consisted of 100 wen of the
3rd Buffs, under Captain Jobn Lewis, who
bighly distinguisbed himself, and 100 men
of the Second Battalion of the Rifle Brigade,
I believe under the command of pecr Captain
Hammond. The ecaling-ladder consisted of
160 of the Srd Buffs, under Captain Madue,
wheso gallantry was very conspicious through-
out the affajr, in addition to the 160 of the
OT7th, under the gallant and lamented Wele-
ford, The part of the feree of the Second
Divigion eonsisted of 260 of the 3rd Ruffs, 3¢0
of the 41st (Welsh)., 200 of the £2nd, nnd_ a
working party of 100 men of the 4lst. The
rear of Windhem's Brigade, ecusisting of the
47th and 49th, were in reserve, together with
Warren’s Brigade of the ssme division, of
which the 30th and 55th were called into ac-
ticn, and suffered severely, Brigadier Shirley
was on board ship, bat as seon as he heard of
the assanlt be resolved to join his brigade,
and he_accordingly eame up to camp thst
very morning, Colenel Unett, of the 19th
Regiment, was the senior effieer in Brigadier ‘
Shirley’s absenee, and on him weuld have de- :
volved the duty of leading the stormiyg i
column of the Light Division, bad the latter
not returned. Colonel Unett, ignorant ©
the Brigadier’s intention to leave shipboard,
had to deeide with Colonel Windham who
should take precedence in the attack, lhfg
tossed, and Colonel Unett. He had it inb

power to say whether he womnld go first OX
follow Colonel Windbam. He looked at the
shilling, turned it over, und said. My choic®
is mude ; ['ll be the first wan into the Redar-

But fate willed it otherwire, and he was stru;
down badly wounded ere yct-he reached b
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