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Dox'r you remember, Lily dear, © 
The 3ill by:uhe old hill-side a 

Where we used to go in the summer time 
AES HARE foanry Hdd; LT © 

And‘toss the leaves of the fragrant beach 

nits bréast so smooth and bright, 
‘Where they floated away like emeralds, 
In a flood of golden light? = + 
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And eyes of mildest; ay, ire of 
P iq ding about his dusty. work, 

inging the live-long day > - Fe Aad she coat that hung on the rusty nal, With many'a motley patch, ~~ .. 
And the rude old door, with its broken sill, Aud the string, and the wooden lateh? - 

3 Llly, dear! 

Dashing the beaded pray, 
And the weeds it pulled from 

And tossed fi scorn away; 81480540 J19Y Aud the sleeper, Lily, with moss o’ergrown’ 
Like sentinels stood in pride, * + "© 4) Drgssiéns the avis, where the chinks of time 

ere made in‘the old mill's’ side.” ~*~ 

Lily the mill is torn away, = ° : And a factory, dark and high, . aot 
Looms like a tower, and puffs its smoke + Over the clear blue sky: . 8 And the stream is turned away above, 

And:the bed of the river bare, - 
And the beech is withered, hough and 
Andstands like a spectre there— £0 8G oF 55¥TY whos * Lily, dear! 

al 
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And the miller, Lily, is dead and gone 
He sleeps in the vale below: 

I saw his stone in thewinter ti 
E Under a drift of snow: - 
But now the willow is green awain, And the wind is soft and stil: 
I send you a sprig to remind fou, 
Of him aud the dear old mill 
Lh \ Lily dear! 

me 

love, 

From Chambers's Journal for March: 
“" THH COURT-BALL. 
Tag : ins city of St. Petersburgh wore an air of unusual galety and excitement on the morning of the 6th of Diacessiior 18-—. Inthe Immediate neighbourhood of the Winter Palace, this excitement and bustle of preparation was manifest. Servants clad in the imperial livery were to be seen runping to and fro in all directions; some assisting” to lift into their slaces the most fragrant exotics, destined to ecorate the sumptuous halls; others laden with some of the choicest flowers, looking gay- erand more beautifal because of the - contrast they presented 10 the cead wintér season out of 

doors; whilst to a third set of careful hands, were intrusted the transport of the large light 
bandboxes containing the ball-dresses of her majésty's maids of hotiour, 

All these signs of - 
soming festivity Deloss 
day 5 for had not the Empress Alexandrine is- sued her nvitations, commanding those so hon- oured asto receive them to attend her annual ~ballygiven in celebration of his majesty the Em- peror Nicholag’s name-day # ~~ 
Already, st, daybreak, some hon 

for his health and happiness had been offered up and some warm, heartfelt good wishes for 
his prosperity breathed for the twelve prisoners for political offences pardoned and liberated, in 
honour of that occasion, from the fortress + but indeed, though doubtless their emotions might 
surpass in enthusiasm and. intensity those of 
the mass of the people, still there was pretty generally, spread in those days a very warm and 
loyakhearted feeling of personal attachment to theezy, which of course, signalised - itself on this Bis saint's day. 

t noon, Nicholas reviewed his noble regi- 
ment of the Chevalier Guards in the Champ de 
Mars, taking occasion to compliment, with a 
few well-chosen words, his most efficient offi- 
cers, on'whom, also he bestowed more tangible marks of his favour, by presenting them with 
medals of gold, bearing his likeness. From thence he drove to the icesmountain, where ie young cadets were amusing themselves af- ter partaking of a splendid collation, provided for ;them by -their imperial master. Ay, and right royal and noble did he look as he leaped from his-sledge. on arriving on the ground ; and right glad and’ welcome rosa the cheer from 200 young voices, elear and shrill in the frosty 
air, ig-his presence among them, . 

Thus passed the hours of thefete day, At ten oelack at night. the windows' of the" Win. ter Palco iced one blaze of light 5 and 
the string of carriages drawn up to deposit. the 
guests at the great doors, ‘betokened that the crowning festivities of the day were about to 
begin: By eleven o'clock, the emperor and 
empreas had entered the ball-room, and walkeqd through the first Polonaise, when two very ele- gontly dressed ladies passed through the crowds 

reparation for the 
especially to that 

est prayers 

of decsratdd uniforms’ that obstructed their | 

- 

{ed in Russia. She might have been about 

| promise in after life of embonpoint. Dressed 

| she attracted many eyes asshe, passed through 

~ {married the Prince 

{and amusements of the Princess Gagarine cen. 

| pleasure legitimate, for she’ filled in some de- 
.| gree the place of a mother to the 
| who accompanied her. 

trunk, | 

|and presenting her to the world, had devolved 

| presented a great but charming contrast to her 

darkest hair, glossy and beautiful, folded sim. 

progress, and made their way up tothe far 
end of the magnificent saloons, to the dais oc- 
cupied by the empress. As they will play 
rather an important part in this little narative, 
{ will deseribe their position in life and their 
personal appearance. © ; 

Although of Polish extraction, the elder of 
the two sisters— for such was their relation- 
ship—possessed the style of beauty most admir 

twenty-five years of age, and was fair, fresh 
complexioned, and of middling stature ; well 
formed, but with that full figure which gives 

with extreme taste, and blazing with jewels, 

the room. Six or seven years earlier, she had 
rine, a noble well 

known to'stand high in favour at Court, but 
supposed to be $0 exclusively occupied with his 
military duties as to have but small sympathy 
with: the wife so oe ‘ears younger than him- 
self. They had noc Jaren and the interests 

tered in the world of gaiety, where she filled a 

damost distisguished ornament, ~~ 
On the evening in question, her leok and 

whole manner denoted some especial cause of 

egitimate circumstance that it was the first oc: 
casion of her sister's appearance in the highest | 
society of the capital ; and I call this pride.and 

young girl 

It may seem strange that this evening should 
have been the first introduction of that sister to 

"| the court, but it was the consequence ofa train | P 
of circumstances somewhat unusual. Owing to 
to the feeble health of their mother, she had 
been brought up in retirement 5 and it 
was only on the death of this lady, some time 
before, that the duty of finishing her education, 

on the princess. For this reason, a mixed feel- 
ing of curiosity and admiration: pervaded the 
courtly crowd, who turned to gaze on 
the fair young companion the princess led so 
trivmphantly to the foot of the throne. 

Natalie Polensky was barely seventeen, and 

elder sister. Tall, shght, with masses of the 

ly round her headin thick braids, with a more 
fay, refined, spiritual style of beauty in her fea- 
tures, and a more sweet and earnest expression 
in her dark eyes,” well might she exeite the 
envy of some, and gratify the admiration of 
others of the gazers who turned so inquiringly 
towards her ; and, above all, well might she 
justify the conscious air of undisguised pleasure 
with which the princess presented her to her 
imperial mistress. As to Natalie, her manner, 
shy, and yet dignified, expressed in. graceful 
contrast the gratification so young a girl must 
have felt in so splendid a scene, and somewhat 
of bewilderment at the crowd and confusion 
around her. : 

As they retired from making their obeisance 
to their imperial hosts, the kird eyes of the em- 
press followed them with someinterest ; and she 
smiled slightly to see how many aspirants pres- 
sed forward to solicit the hand of Natalie for 
the dance about to begin. But ere she could 
make a selection, the Grand-duke Alexander, 
the present emperer of Allthe Russias. passed 
through the crowd, and led her out from the 
midst of the many competitors for the first 
waltz. Nor were Natalie's triumphs destined 
to end here; the emperor himself congratulat- 
ed the princess on her sister’s rare attractions ; | 
and the empress hinted that, on the first occa- 
sion, she would decorate her with the cif re, and 
appoint her maid of honour. pd 4073 
Never had a ball seemed so delightful, and 

never did the princess return to het home more 
gratified than she did on that memorable night ; 
and, indeed. it:was but the commencement" of 
aseries’of conquests : and this ‘might - account 
for the fair Natalie refusing many brilliant and 
unexceptionable offers of marriage. Possibly, 
young as she was, she shrunk from surrendering 
her liberty so soon—possibly she nursed some 
of greater love and more faithful devotion than 
these courtly suitors, seemed likely to bestow 
upon her. Her sister left her undisturbed, and 
made no remonstrances on account of those 
many rejections ; perhaps she did not wish so 
soon to relinquish the pleasure of her society, 
or the share of dr that Natalie's success 
rellcotedpdniiente f. “In the meantime, as 
had'been expected, the younger sister was cre- 
ated maid of | hopour to her majesty; and the 
first separation between them oceurred when 
she went with the court to spend the summer 
season quietly at Peterhof, inthe happy domes- 
tic circle of her imperial mistress, 

There, the attraction the empress liad fel! to. 
wards her from the very first ripened into warm 
interest ; for during the many hours of quiet, 
life, rendered imperative by her feeble health; 
Natalie's beautiful voice and musica] talents con- 
tributed much to cheer and soothe her ; and 
in the humbler occupation of reading sloud, the 
maid of honour spent many hours of most plea- 

ie place; and of which she was esteem- | 

re 

wonder why the heir-apparent of the throne cid 
not marry. His father more than once spoke to 
him seriously on the duty that lay before him, 
and questioned him respecting bis feelings to- 
wards the various German princesses whose fa- 
milies alone could be honoured by his choice. 
The grand-duke aaswered lightly enough, that 
there was plenty of time before him; and with 
a significant shrug of the shoulders, that made 
even his father’ s face relax into a smile, dismis- 
sed the topic. -_ I 
By and by, the Empress also addressed: her 

son on the same subject, telling him openly 
how anxious she felt about it. ' Fe answered as 
he had done his father; but it is not so easy to 
deceive a mother’s eye ; she well knew this as- 
sumed. indifference veiled some deeper feeling 
in her son’s_heart. She detemined to wate 
im’ narrowly. Judge, then, of the mingled 
consternation and pain with which she became 
convinced her favourite Natlie was the object of 
his affections, and when she could not but 
believe that the, feeling was warmly, recipro- 
Cte crac of 7 ates. catia der = 19 Rao 
The Princess ‘Gagarine was immediately com-~ 

manded toa private interview ; wherein; to her 
extreme surprise, the empress, with heightened | 
colour and. nervous trembling of the voice, ac- 

fide and pleasure, and it arose from ‘the very costed her by demanding abrubtly what che 
knew about her sister's ‘audacious’ attachment. 
‘The princess, of course; denied all knowledge, 
all supicion of thé fact imputed, and endeavour. 
ed to reassure’ the empress by declaring that 
she must. > eld ig 3 3 iL Rico was dis 
‘missed, and’ could question Natilie in private, 
de found that such was by no means he case, 
In vain did ¢he argue with her that it was im- 
ossibe the grand-duke should really love her; 

in vain represent to hec that he only assumed 
the appearance of, affection to.amuse himself at 
her expense; and urged upon her, by. every 
consideration of pride, of self-respect and wo- 
manly feeling to rouse herself from so danger. 
ous, so fatal a delusion: To. all this. Natalie 
only made reply by confessing the ‘most entire 
faith in her lovers Rpte tarigns. After a pro- 
longed ‘and / painful’ discussion, ‘the princess 
sought her husband’s advice on the matter.— 
He took it up most seriously, and threw himself 
upon his sistertin-law’s compassion, imploring 
her, for all their sakes, to combat and control 
her unfortunate passion; adding, ¢ If onee it 
reach the ears of his majesty, we are all 
ruined.’ : 
Next day the princess besought an interview 

with her majesty, which was immediately grant- 
ed ; and throwing herself at the empress’s feet, 
she implored her to pardon what she called her 
guilty negligence not having foreseen such a pos- 
sibility, warned her husband's perfect innocence 
in other respects: - ¢ Command us, madame, and 
how gladly acd implicitly shall you be obeyed ! 
Iwill watch over my unfortunate sister night 
and day : never shal! they meet; again; never 
shall any message or correspondence pass be- 
tween them ; only, Lentreat your majesty, keep 
what has transpired a secret from the emperor, 
or weare lost,’ NTI 
The empress, mollified by her candonr and 

submission, promised to think over it, and seen. 
her again, Three days from that time, the two 
sisters were on their way to Italy, as the “ru- 
mour ran; to cultivate tothé. utmost the great 
musical talent of the younger lady, which had 
-s0 recommended her to her imperial mistress’s 
favour. In itself, this would have excited no 
surprise ; but the downcast looks, ill-health,and 
evident depression of spirits under which the 
grand-duke laboured, gave rise to many, whis- 
pered hints, that took form and shape gradually 
~ and; which did not escape the eagle observa- 
tion of the czar ; therefore it was with more au- 
thority ot manner than in bis first discussion 
‘with his son, that he commanded him to pre- 
pare for .a tour into , Germany, for the 
express purpose of selecting his future con- 
sort. £ p 

Three: years passed away, and the short and: 
brilliant reign of Natalie Polensky had been ‘al- 
most” forgotten in the triumphs of loci and 
more - fortunate beauties: the Grand-duke 
Alexander had recovered his usual health and 
spirits, and even the likelihood of his appronch- 
ing nuptials with the Princess Mary of Darm- 
stadt began to'be currently reported. In the 
meantime, Natalie had gradually faded away 
like a flower transplanted to some 'uncongenial 
soil, and with the os of the noonday sun pour- 

altered day by day, wasting and fretting away to 
a pale delicate spiritless girl. Her medical 
mer: pronounced her illness to be a decline ; 
there sesmed not somuch of actual disease, as 
utter piostration of strength, and an overwbel- 

could arouse her 5 and they suggested that, as a 
last resource, ré-visiting her native land might 
be rendered beneficial, as indeed it seemed to 
offer the enly hope of recovery, : 

Then, for the first time, the Princess Gaga- 
rine ventured to forward a petition to the em- 

peror, stating Her ‘sister's case, end soliciting 
most bumbly ‘permission to. return to, Russia. 
On the first presentation of the request, it-was 
refused most peremptorily ; bat the empress, 
bearitg how pale, and {ech e, and altered her 

surabie retirement. with the family .of ope she 
learned to love as a friend. while’ revered and 
honoured her as 8 mistress, | So passed the brief bright summer-dags al 

old favourite had Become, interfered with such 
success, that not only ‘were they recalled to the 
capital, but on the first antiversary, after their 
zeturn, of the day of 81° Nicholas, their names 

' 

Peterhof. Id the meantime, people began to | 

ing down unsheltered upon'its head: She had | 

ming lassitude and langour, from iver 

1 to the hall-room without 

again appeared among those honsured by an in- 
vitatior: to the court ball, © rap 
On that evening, let us enter the boudoar of 
the princess an Lour or two before the time 8p- 
pointed for their attendance. 1t was the first time Natalie had ventured toappesz in public ; 
and on this occasion the Jay back on her sofa 
propped up with pillows, so weak and exhausted 
that the moxt uninterested spectator would 
have dreaded for her the excitement and fatigue 
of such an exertion. But it is needless to sy" that neither of them for a moment hesitated te 
obey the flattering command which summoned 
them once more within the orbit of the court. 
I hare said Natalle lay resting quietly on her 
sofas the princess sat” opposite to her, buried 
in thought, anxious and nervous about the fate 
of the evening. ‘She did not speak to ner, not” 
dearing to ask even how she felt, and far lem 
venturing ti make the slightest allusion to past 
cvents. Indeed, Hy tacit consent, the one topis. 
had never once been touched upon since they 
left Russia, Rand 
There was a strange contrast. between the . 

crimson velvet cushions and the white tianspa- 
rent face, pale and pure, with every feature 
sharpened «nd refined by her wasting and unde- * 

dark éyes looked! largert. | fined illness. Thelarge 
than ever, mow that they seemed to usurp more 
than their due proportion of the face, and ‘ths ’ 
thick masees of dark hair fell loose and disarrep 
ged round her shoulders. Never had Ler sister ~ 
‘seenher look! so touchingly beautiful, 1 07 
| Her dress for the evening, of white Jace hy 
on & chair near her, and with it wreath of lilies 
of the valey, one of the commonest of Russian 
wild flowers, which she had selected to wear... 
She lay back abstracted, turning round end 
round her thin fieger a simple little enamelled 
ring she had worn night; and day for the. last: 
three years—a ring she most jealously refused 
to take off, and which, she confessed, had words - 
engraved inside it which none but herself ang! 
the giver knew.of ; but who that giver was, of 
what the motto, the princess never could ascer- 
tain. So they’ stayed till ‘the Tast moment,> 
Natalie murmuring'to herself the refrain ‘of a 
little German song, an especial favourite of He 3 
empress’s—an adieu, full of unched tears, “Ay. 
last, the Prince Gagarine. entering, with some. 
remark on the lateness of the hour, broke the, . 
spell of sorrowful recollections, and they ross 
to prepare for the court-ball. and ti 

But under what different auspices: did they: 
again enter that splendid saloon ! - With what 
slow and faltering /steps, did they advance to: 
pay their respects to their imperial hosts) The 
eyes of the empréss turned sadly away ‘at ‘Na+! 
talie withdrew from the presence ;' but while 
she had. stood before her, her lips had uttered 
only cold and common-place regrets for her 
illness. Beside her had stood the emperor and 
the grand-duke ; and every shade of « colour 
faded away while she felt what serutinising eyes 
were nothing, with merciless exactness, every 
point of difference in her appearance since she 
stood there last, 
The ordeal was soon over ; and, pale, care-. 

worn, and neglected, she sat as on uninterested 
spectator, gazing on a scene in which she once 
would have taken a distinguished part. Butea. 
the evening wore on, she seemed to rally, and. - 
the warmth and excitement brought a glow 
brighter; than health to her cheek. She had 
constantly refused to dance ;and it was not une 
til quite late in the evening that she consented 
to stand vp and take part in in a quadrille.— 
Her partner was one of her old admirers, whe 
still Toved her with the same warmth he had ex- 
presse S .o before, A 

1 hav®said she had already met face to face 
{ the-heir apparent of the throne. Then, not ths 
sharpest observation could have detgeted be- 
yond her extreme pallor, any sign of “emotion 
or embarrassment. The grand-duke had be- 
haved with the most princely courtesy, and she, 
on her side, with reserve and respect.” But who 
sholl describe her confusion when Alesander _ 
took’ his place ‘opposite her inthe dance P13 © 
was too late to retreat—all eyes were fixed up- 
on them—and, above all ‘predominant, - sho 
knew the emperor's gaze was concentrated on: 
them alone, : ; {atl 114 

In the figure where their hands met forte 
moment, ‘io the astonishment: of every body, 
the grand-duke retained Natalie's hand #0 Jong 
in his grasp, that «he lost’ all gel? possession ; 
the room seemed to swim round fier, the music 
to become an indistinet murmur; the. coldners 
of death crept aver Her limbs, aud she was on 

i the point of RA a the emperor stepped 
forward and, witho@aing a word, Crew. ber 

{arm within bis, carvied rather.than Jed her out. 
| of the room; and while some hastene€ to order, 
round her carriage, to facilitate ber departure, he 
wrapped her in her turred mantle, and, aftep i 
seeing her safe in her sisters care, retgmmeds 

changing a” musele of 

o 

{ his face. { gy 
What a wor'd of emation and strugale therg ” 

maybe in the heart at the very tinfe when we 
seem mast placidly eceupied with sinply exter- 
nal things!" The quad=lle wis not over when, 
the emperor returned to the rooms : Lut those 
who knew whit ‘grave interests were coneerned. 
in this little scene, that tock rot hall the. time, 
to enact it has taken to describe, were not does 
ceived hy the expression of his marble face. 
arly" next morning, to: the surprise: of the 

whole household at Natslie’s home, the emp 
or was announced, desiving to speak with her 

3 

Lal 


