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lone.  With a bealing heart she descended to | that the effeet is produced by a blow of the ; ? ¢ portion of them from returning to carry them -
tah?einfenicw,a and L:]vfai(ed the first word.— | paws; this is not the case jit is not simply the HII“HHHII‘[I Iﬂnﬁ' over to the north side.” Now from Colonel

Canceive, then, ber feelings when he addressed
hor ax follows

* Natalie Polensky, you know I have always
taken the greatest possible interest in your wel-
fare—tell me, now, what are your prospects for
the future ?’ : .

* Bire, she replied, ‘I can anewer you with-
oat a moment’s hesitation, since to-morrow 1
leave 8t. Petersburg for Varenége, where I en-
ter the convent, never to leave it again'———She
stopped, exhausted, leaning for support against
the edge of a table.

¢ Sit down, Natalie, and listen to me,’ resum-
od her interrogator in a_kindlier tene. ¢ This
must not be—I havein store for you pleasanter
prospects, You danced last night with Count

aurenosoff; if I mistake not, he still loves
“You, and is anxious to’ renew his proposals for
your haud, . If such be the case, I shall give
you away myself, and your wedding" shall be

celebrated at the Winter Palace ®

,Na;al;e knew.too well what this meant, the
kind calm tone, and the unmistakable expres-
sion of those steadfast, determined eyes; yetshe
felt at.the moment she could dare anything
rather than consent to a: union which, under
ether circumstances, might have gratified many
a womaiily weakness. In her desperation how-
ever, she'took courage, and sank at the feet of
the czar :

‘'8ire,’ she murmured, ¢ hear me . but once
meore, and you will relent. I love and was be-
loved by one to whom I swore more than once
never to be another’s. Let me—ob, let me
only remain faithful to that oath—I ask no
more!” The  stern, impenetrable Nicholas
scemed touched by her appeal, but, taking her
by the hand, he said :

! My child, listen to a father, The oath you
teil me of was a childish one. I doubt not” he
also bound himself by the like, Remember,
Natalie — remember he is heir to mv throne,
awd therefore must not, and cannot follow his
own wishes and impulses. 1 sacrifice mine a
hindred nmesa day for my country’s welfare,
All rests with you, and I cannot doubt what
your decision will be. - While you hold to your
word, think you he will consent to break his?
8o, for the sake of your sovereign, of your
sauntry, of him you profess so to love [ demand
of you this sacrifice, hitter as it is!’

The poor girl hid her face ip her hands,
and almost. inaudibly  said : “ Sire, I am your
majesty’s slave.)

v was true what he had said —it was no high-
sountling speech of merely worldly policy ; for
those who knew Wicholas best do believe him.
however mistaken, to have been a conscientious
man, who actually did diily and hourly sacri-
fice his private feelings to what he believed his
duty. e had done so even in the present in-
stance. By ane word of imperative command
he could hare attained his object ; but the auto-
erat had stooped to argument and solicitation
with the young girl who bent like a reed before
him, ~ .

At the betrothal, which took place imediate-
ly,and during the whole time of the splendid
preparations for the wedding, Natalie lived as in
a dream, nothing gave her pleasure, nothing pain.
On the eveningappointed for the religious cere-
mony, when all the guests were assembled
and the bridemaids, thirty-six in number, and
mustering among them the highest rank and
beautv of the young nobility of Russia, wore
sssembled in the magnificently lighted and de-
ccrated chureh—when the bridegroom Maure-
aosoflstood, looking in spite of all the repulses
he had received av Natalie's hands, proud, con-
tented, and almost happy—all eyes were turned
towards the church-doors, when presently the
bells began noisily to announce the approach of
the'bride, and in_ another instant, leaning on
the ewperor's arm. she appeared.

Never shall [ forget that scene—never lose
from my memory the imprission of that marble
fice and utterly. uncesisting manner. If she
had boen n her coffin she would have looked
loas deathlike there than when <he stood
shrouded in lace and glittering with jewls star-
ing at vaeancy, hearing nothing, und:rstanding
nothing, answering as if the words and their
moaning were alike indifferent. ~ After the ce-
remony was eoncluded she received the con-
gratulations of her friends, and even the kiss of
the empress, a=if 50 many condolences had been
offeretl her. " ‘But nature broke dowh under the
foreéd composure bf the moment, and. she en-
tered her new home borne across the threshold
in a state of insensibility, 1 need add nothing
more, The emperor had judged ri hily ; and
the marriage of the grand. duke wit .the pre-
sent ‘empress. took place  very shortly after-
wards

Within a year after her marriage, I gaw the
Ceuntess Manrenzosoff in het eoffin ; she had
died giving birth®o twin-daughters.

The ineidents of this little narrative are well

known'in'St. Petersburg, and will be recognised |

by many who will appreeiate the reasons that
have made me alter the names of all but the
principal actors:

THR LEOPARD'S ATTACH.

The power of & leopard fa wonderful in pro-'

poetion to his weight. I have seen a full
grown bullock with his neck broken by the leos
pard who atiacked it It is the"popular

*

blow, but it is _the combination of the weight,
the power, and the momentum of the spring
which renders the effect of a leopard’s attacks so
surprising. Few leopards rush boldly to the
attack like a dog; they stalk their game and ad-
vance crouchingiy, making use of every object
that will afford them cover until they are with-
in a few bounds of their prey. Then the im-
mense power of muscle is displayed in the con-
centrated energy of the spring ; he flies through
the air and settles on the throat, usually throw-
Jing his own body over the animal, while. his
teeth and claws are fixed on the neck ; this is
the manner in which the spine of the animal is
oroken, by a sudden spring, and not by a blow.
The blow from the paw is, nevertheless, im-
mensely powerful, and at one stroke w.ll ri
open a bullock like a knife; but the after ef-
fects of the wound are stil more to be dreaded
too force of the biow. There is a peculiar poi-
son in the claw, which is highly gerous.—
This is caused by the putrid flesh which they
are constantly tearing, and which is apt to
cause gangrene by inoculation.— 8, W. Baker's
Eight Years’ Wanderings in Ceylon.

CUBAN SCHNERY.

THE wastes of Northern Cuba are_jungles of
closely twining plants, gay with the myriad
huesof strange, magnificent flowers, and over-
topped by gigantic trees, whose trunks are not
less gay with fantastic embroideries, and from
whose Briarean arms hang countless veils and
ringes of creeping plants the names of which
cause upon the ear thesame indefinite impres-
sion of savage magnificence that is made by their
blended, undistinguishable forms upon the eye,
All things, which to us of the temperate zones
are creatures of boxes and of bales, creations we
might perhaps as truly say,of the merchant and
the grocer, meet us here at every turn, wild and
bold in the woods ; the fan-like cocoa-tree, the
spreading vanilla, the parasite tamarind, the
gaunt and desolate guava. The eactus no loag-
er struuggles for existence in the feeble sun-
shine of a three-pair back window with a South-
ern'exposure ; but swollen to the size of a scrub-
oak, impedes your way with its dull, hideous
prickly leaves, and flaunts its great flowers in

with the sweet clear, waters of the. cocoa-nut.
You may cool your hieated eyes by night with
such floods of golden moonlight as would have
driven Shelley mad, The moon, which gives
expression to the most tedious landscape, and
the most unmeaning face, and converts the  de-
light of gazing upon into a kind of frenzy, the
moon makes all men Endymions in Cuba,” The
silence of these tropie forests is tremendous,
Stiil are they as the seat of Saturn, No beast
crashes through the undergrowth, no bird sings
in the branches, no wind sighs through the
mighty tops.  The living creatures of that
world glance noiselessly tarough the air, or
glide stealthily beneath the heavy sounddeaden.
ing verdure. Your own voieer startle you,
Sublime at first, this silence 500N grows insufer-
ably opressive. You are on the point of giving
an_impatient shout, when your purpose is an.
ticipated by some hidden parrot with a shriek
which pierces your very brain, a shriek mean and
malicious as the ery of an imp. Saddening is
the absence of song birds from the Cuban land.
scape. With the exception of a few visitors
from Florida const, the birds of Cuba are only
gaily dressed birds of the bail-room.  Ameriea,
in general, hias been rather ill-treated in this
matter, Among the woods of our own New
England, we may not hold our breath to hear
as :n Surrey or in Switzerland—

“ The selfsame song that found a path
Through the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for

home,

She stood in tears among the alien corn;”
por soar with the scorner of the ground, till
our own souls became blithesome and cumber-
less ag,that sightless song,  Yet for us the cla-
ion of the wood-thrush rings nobly sweet
through the aisless of the pine forest, and the
Canadian whistler outpipes all Aready among
our stately hills, and the bubbling rapture of the
boboliny chases awhile the thoughts of death
that haurts our fatal shores. Cuba has no such
‘voices. Her landscape is worse than soulless, |
| The parrot gives it an uncanny soul, a spirt of
evil. Is there not at least an elective affinity |
between scandal-mongers and parrots, beh\'ceni
those shrewish, furbelowed, feathered dowagers,
‘and _their ill-tongued gossips, the Kaffeesch-
western, the unmusical human souls that Jove
 the treasons, stratagems and spoils of social life !
| The white parrot, in particular has something

ositively diabolical in the tone of its voice,—
};lad Ver-Vert been a white parrot, he had
jnever needed a trimto Lyons to corrupt him,

| ROSBS AND ESSENCE OF

| ROSES.

| Certain districts in Bulgaria are entirely
 planted with roses. In spring, those flowery
 glades secm to be the asylum of happiness, for,
| s 800n as the picking commences, the youn
| girls so meanly dressed, usually so. apathetie,
jare transformed into sy'phs, and revel in the
perfumed fragrance of the roses. Chemistry,
continually  progressing, no longer requires
flowers to make rosewater.—Colburn’s New ;

i

belief Monthly,

your face: You may cool your thirst by day|R

RUSSIAN WEALTH AND RESOURCES.

Under the head of ¢ News from ‘Russia by
way of New York,” an artiele occupying: two
closely printed columns appears in the London
Times of the 26th becember, taken from the N,
York Herald. The Editor of which is evidently
a Muscovite sympathiser. It commences by an-
nouncing the arrival by the steamer Atlantic of
Colonel Tal, P, Shatfner direct from’ Russia,
where he has been travelling five or six monthe,
This being his second visit to that country, &,
The Editor then goes on to eay that ¢ e hag
been charged by the English Papers with bein ‘
in the pay of the Cazar, and that he is boun
by l!‘)ecumm- obligations to support the interests
of Kussia ; but the real object of those charges,
which, it is deserving of particular notice, have
been made agaiust nearly ali. Americans who
have spoken favorably of Russia, is to- throw
discredit on their statements and by doing so
to conceal the actual condition of things in that
country from the world.  Their object, how-
ever, has become so apparent that their accu:
fations are entirely distegarded, and the pub-
lic mind in this country has, from the frequent
mistatements, intentional or otherwise, of the
British Press, at last come to regard their ac-
count of the war with distrust and sus icion,”

Judging from these strictures on the British
Press,” we are somewhat disposed to infer
that the Editor himself is under some slight
{)ecunian/ ubligations to his patron the Czar !

erhaps, like the Times he has also his paid
and taiented correspondent in the Crimea, who
can gainsay all that the Britisher writes, = 1f
so he is doubtless at Prince Gortschakofl’s cl-
bow, and it would ill hecome him to wrise
aught in our favor. ~ But apart {rom the pro-

riety  of the thing, he has poseibly  the

ump of caution sufficiently devclopcd, not to
expose himself to the tender mercies of Russian
OPIDIONS as to the liberty of the Press,  If ig-
norant of the faft, he would soon: learn, per-
haps to his cost, that; “ Fo  think . as much as
you please, but say as.little s yon can” isa
maxun—which if somewhat usé in’ all free and
enlightened States, is still a part and parcel of

ussian Law, However, as regards this matter
we must allow the Editor of the New York
Herald toenjoy and express his own opinigns,
They are doubtless well grounddd. But as

regards Colonel Shaffner, what proof has he ad- |

vanced to clear him of the charge
paid emissary of Russia P

We shall now refer to Colonel Shaffner’s re-
marks :—he says—speaking of tiie nobility—
“ There is only one sentiment among them,
and that is a determination 1o carry on the war
so long as there is a rouble in the treasury or a
man to shoulder a musket.” This is precisely our
opinion, and has been from the first. Nothing
short of tlle capture of Cronstadt and St.
Petersburgh will induce the Czar to yield one
iota of his pretensions. ~ AlL his pretended
acquiescence to negotiate is merely to gain
tima.  Again.~%No difficulty whatever iy ex-
perience in exccuting the orcers of the Em-
peror, &= This we are satisfied is perfectly
correct, for he must be a bold man who would
dare even to question the propriety or Justice
of the Czr's dictum. But we beg leave to
differ with the Colonel when he asserts that all
this zeal and alacrity proceeds from pure amor
patre, or devoted loyalty. ¢ 8o slight has
been the draught on the agricultural popula-
tion by the raising of new levies, that it wil!
not in the least diminish the next year’s pro-
duce,”  'This is a bare ussertion; wanting the
important item of figures to substantiate it. That

of being a

we presume, deny, If so, from what other
source can they be drawn?  But another item
which we beg leave to remind him of, is the
transportation of troops, provigions and mu-
nitions of war—low is all this effected ? by. the
iron horse. or balloons—We opine that . the
peasants are the carriers, consequently both
wen and cattle must be taken. Wil not this
Ciminish the next year's produce of grain P—
Why not assert at once that miracles are
wrought by the only orthodox Church, and that
a mereiful Providence has permitted that the
land should yield a tenfold increase.

Colonel Shafiner then proceeds to enter into
details on the gallant and protracted defence
of Sebastopol, its fortifications, &ec., and con-
tradicts, not only the correspondents of the

{ various London Journals, but even the Des-

patches of the Allied Generals, ¢ The trophies
he says, which were found by the Allied Army
after they had captured their dearly earned
prize, and about which they made sucha parade
were the used up eannon, and the piles of
balls which they themseives fired into tgxe City,
and which the Russians had intended to recast
to the size of their own gune. They also found
powder, but it was some which had been placed
ia the mines, and which became so-damp that
it would not explode. It ignot true that they

8 | got large quartities of clothing and provisions,

for ,evc?' thing of ‘value had been removed
several days before the evacuation, It is also
worthy of no‘ice that the Russians had construct-
ed three bridges instead of one, and that, al-
though their sick and wounded were left be-
hind, yet tbo allies did not, daro to prevent a

Shaffner's statement it does not appear that he
himself was an eyewitness ofall these startling
Jacts, and as he does nov give up his authority
we shall suppose that he derives his information’
from the Prince, Commander-in-Chief or even
the Emperor himself.  In either case, we beg
leave to assure him that our owr personal ex-
verience of Russian veracity would induce us te

place far greater reliance on the statements of
the Times Correspondent, individually, than on
those of either ot the two worthies we have
named, - What was the reply of the great
ron Duke relative to one of the late Emperors
diplomatic frauds—« How could I have sup-
posed that the fellow was sucha liar.”  What-
& compliment for Gad's Vice Regent on
Earth.

serve a passing word or. two. We are told that
** everything of value had been removed severat
days before the evacuation, and then that the sick

er value' on military stores than on the lives of
his unfortunate countrymen. The former could

troublesome mnd expensive encumbrance, and’
had better be left to the mercy of an infuriated
but' victorious enemy! Verily Colonel, you
have reason to be proud of your Prince pro-
tegé.  Is this what your countrymen have to
expect at your hands should you ever lead them
to battle P But the assertion which foliows
proves that Colonel Shaffner is not only a

greater reliance can be placed in his statements
than in those of the mendacious correspondents
of the London Press,
Generals,
prevent a portion,of them from returnin
carry them over to the north side.” Dji
dare! Well, well! Certainly sume men stick
at nothing ! Such an impudent, bare-faced as<
sertion, not only convinces us that the: man’
who made it must be in the Czar’s pay, bt
induces the belief that Russian blood flows in
his veirs.

'I'he next assertion of Colonel Shaffner’s which
we shall make bold to challenge 15 that ‘where-
in he states that * the very domes of rome of
their churches are of gald,” To which he might
a8 well have added, and studded with diamcnde
of the first water ! ¢ Allis not gold that glit-
ters.” © Colonel, we think you must have labor-
cd under some optical delusion!  You 54V

te

churches #  'We have also been in Russia, and
have seen the domes of churches covered with
copper. . The similarity of colour in the 4wo
metals doubtless accounts for the error. !
We are also told ¢ there is mo lack of
means.” ¢ When it is considered that all the
money which 15 expended for the war s g}l
kept in the country, and only passes from  the

the asservion of the allies, that Rnssia is already
in an impoverished condition.” ' © The effec(y
of the war are scarcely perceptible.” The

rishing condition than before the breaking out
of hostilities.” v

it appear that the resources of Russia are inex<
haustible—that che is invulnerable—that the

the allies are the ‘only sufferers—All of whieh

York Heraid, and all Russian syupathizers.

unsupported by figures to substantiate their

who is likely to suffer by the. War.
In 1841 the number of ¢hips which ‘tailed

whereofonly 313 left in ballast. ~ Of this grand
total 913 were Russian bottoms against 1484
British and 54 American—the balance being
divided between the other nations and States of
theworld. The total amount of exports in the
same year was 74,817,163 Silver Koubleg—the
value of the eilver Rouble being abouy 8s, 24d.
Sterling, The Imports being €4 336,067 sil-
ver Roubles.
in her fayor of 10,481,096,
of Lxport are Grain, Hemp, Flax, Timber,

Pitch, Tar, Bristies and Wool, Now what be-

aded. It bas been stated that cattle beinf,. *0
abundant and transit cheap during the w nter,
she findsan outlet for her Produce through
Prussia. This is undoubtedly the case to a
certain extent. But when we consider the jrge

evident that the means of transit at the disponal

Russia by the total annihilation of her .
Trade by sea, the Gévernment is depyiscd of
one of its most important resources in the fhape:

of Import and Export Duties. Port eharges om
Shipping &c. At least kalf a million Bterling

An admiscion and an assertion, for we must
thus quality them, in the above quotation, des

and wounded were left behind !” Or, in other .
words, that the Russian General seta far high- -

taithful chronicler of great events, but that far .
or even of the Allied

“ Yet the allies ®ill not dare to.

not ;

some, why not enumerate those particuler .

possession of one Russian to that of another,
there appears to be little reason to believe in ’

manufactures have been incrensed, and those of
iron particularly are at present in a more flou- .,

In a word, Colonel Shaffner would fain make -

war has not and cannot affect the prosperity df .
the Nation in the slightest degree. and fhat

of the trading community must be very limited,.
In addition to the actual injury uflicted om

) 1 SO

not easily be replaced, the latter were a uselegs, *

may be highly gratifying, and appear perfectly -
{correct in the eyes of the Lditor of the N.
vast levies have been raised, the Colonel cannot, |
But they forget that they are hare assertions . .

truthfulness, We shall therefore attempt. to.
supply the necessary etatistics in order to prove!

from the various Russian Ports was 4804— =

Here then is a balance of trade. -
'Lhe chief artieles ~

Tellow, Cordage, Linsced, -Furs, Iron, Coppety

comes of all these whken all hey Ports are block=

mense number of men and cattle required for .,
the conveyance of Warlike Stores &c. &o., it is




