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"Total Destruction of Covent-Garden Theatre 
(by Fire.—The Royal Italian Opera House was 
totally destroyed by fire on Wi \y morn. 
ing. “Not a vestige, cither ofthe interior or the 
ge ‘has been saved ; and nothing but 
the bare outer walls remain of that magnifieent 
temple, which, under the management of Mr 
Froderick Gye, had become world-famous as 
the seat of music and of song. “The Theatre 
was let just; previously to Christmas, to Mr 
Anderson, the + Wizard of the North,” for a few 
“weeks, for £2,000. It was intended to re-em- 
bellish the interior before the opera season of 
"1856, and the lesses bad enormously heavy ex- 
penses to provide for. Mr Anderson, with a 

“View to reimburse some of the losses he had 
"incurred, announced a ‘ Carnival benefit,’ as he 
termed it, to extend over two days, after a pre- 
valent fashionin America, on Monday, termi- 
"nating with aball masque on Tuesday night. 
Mr Gye wasin Paris when this announcement 

‘but wien he became acquainted with | PT® 
fact he put his veto upon it and forbade Mr 

“Anderson to open the theatre for a magjuerade. 
An earnest a ‘was made to Mx Gye to re- 
consider his decision ou this point ; end it is 

derstood, chielyon the reverses attending 
Mr Anderson’s speeulation, he consented to do 
nets Spl. nt he gave 0 
willin ission for the masque to e 

while all this revel was proceed- | 
ng, the calamity occurred which has robbed 

the musical world of its brightest shrine, and 
Londen one of its most magnificent aychitectu- 
ral ornaments. ‘The precautions adopted 
against fire in this theatre were necessarily of 
the most stringent nature ; for subsequently to 
its re-erection after being burnt down in 1808, 
no insurance office would issue a policy upon it. 
To reassure the public against the alaria then 
created, the architect took pains to erect a tank 
on the roof of the theatre, calculated to.hold 
tons of water, which, by means of double main 
on ag Fam Logins be thrown upon any ‘part 
of the building at a moment's notice. Four 
‘firemen were appointed to watch and guard the 
theatre against fire. It was thelr duty to go 
over every part of the building, and to see that 
the firemains were always accessible and always 
charged. This arrangement has eontinued up 
to the present time, and of the four men on 
duty on Tuesday night, one of thera had been 
attached to the theatre for mearly forty years.) 

asked why oh Sroslamisy Was Aki to 
takeplace 7 At twenty minutes to fiveo’clock 
‘the company had dwindled down tothe last 
dregs. Not more than two hundred persons 
‘were assembled in front of the temporary or- 
ag ey on this occasion, was thrown 
back he extreme end of the stage. The 
last orgie was completed, and Mx Anderson, ob- 
serving the ing spixits of his guests, gave 
the signal to his master of the ceremonies to 
«close the revels with the usual finale of « God 
save the Queen.’ At this momen$ a man who 
‘was engaged in conversation with Castles, the 
fireman, happened to. look upwards, and obser. 
veda bright light shining through the chinks 
and crevices of the flooring to, a carpenter's 
shop high over-head. On calling Castles atten- 
tion to this, the latter instantly replied, in a 
low voice, ¢ Why, good God, the house 15 on 
fire I" Inaninstatboth left the stage, and has- 
tened up towards the point of danger. Neither 
their departure nor their errand had been ob- 
served, and the crowd below them, still kept up 
their dance and giddy,eherus to the, music of 
the National Anthem. The carpenter's shop 
extended, with the single exception of a com- 
paratively small space devoted to. the scene- 

inters, from one end to the other ofthe buil- 
ing, and lies between the ornamental ceiling 

; por the roof of the theatre. Through an open 
es in the floor of this atelicr the central 

chandelier is lighted, and the place itself is 
generally filled with materials of the lightest 
and most combustible character. When the 
two men catered this - , they were nearly 
suffocated by dense black smoke before they had 
proceeded many yards. Castles threw himself 
on his hands and knees, and endeavoured to. 
crawl towards a smouldering heap which he ob- 
served near the centre of the. workshop. The 
smoke was, however, too. much for him, and 
he was com to make a specdy retreatwith 
‘out having ‘able to open the fre-mains. in 
the floor. Descendingto the next * flies,” he 
succeeded in turning on the mains, but before 
he could fix the hose the descending fire from 
‘the workshop above overtook him, and drove 
him. to the next ‘flies’ ‘Ihe inuninent peril 
was now evident to him. Me saw the fire had 
obtained » mastery which eould not be control- 
led, and bis next step was to unhitch and cut 
away those parts of the scenery most likely to 
be affected. by the increasing fire. The orches- 
tres hed not ceased playing the National An- 

- ‘#hem when the sudden descent upon the stage 
+ of ore of the beams round which the canvasses 
“ are rolled gave the first intimaticn of danger to 
the motley assmblage below. Immediate alarm 
was taken by the whole house—and that alarm 
‘Was instantaneously increased by the pouring 
down of a shower of sparks upon the stage. 

_ * The houee ison fire!" resounded from Ander- 
_son’s stentorian. lungs, and «Fire ! fire! was] 

* Tepeated bya hundred voices, The terror and 
"tumult occasioned by this ontery may easily 
~ be imagined. The few remaining masquers 
pe fo tely to the Worn Bs 
NEWhe police, with ready presence o 

ep 

there enabled to rescue from the selfish alarm of 
many of the suronger sex, the reeling and stag- 
gering forms of their terror stricken partners, 
Several women were trampled on, and some 
were carried out in a fainting state ; but nove 
were seriously injured. There was someting 
hideousin this sudden change from mad revel- 
ry to ghastly fear. Already the rush of air to- 
wards the roof had fanned the fire into brighter 
life and fiercer energy. Wreaths of white 
smoke, with here and there a lambent flame, 
began to cuyl from under the proscenium into 
the body of the theatre. The musicians leap 
from their seats and fled, in many eases with- 
out even saving their cherished instruments.— 
The interior of the theatre was ahnost immedi- 
ately cleared of the visitors. The officials were 
in terror, and totally at a less what to do.— 
‘there was no time for thought or plan. The 
flames rushed forward, and whirling round the 
interior, made it at once their own. The ballet 
gu and miner characters of the Masque came 
ying from their dressing-rooms into the pas- 

sages of the theatre, and were in many in- 
stances with difficulty led out into safety by the 
police. A body of officers took early posses- 
sion of the various doors and entrances, and 

vented the multitude from forcing sheir way 
roadly into the burning house, 

IRELAND, 

Roscommon ounces the capture on the 7th 
inst. of a band of fifteen Ribandmen. 'I'hey 
formed part of a gang who for some time past 
have been traversing the country, attacking 
houses, and demanding arms. Their urrest has 
caused groat consternation among their associ- 
ates yet at Jarge, many of whom have fled the 
neighbourhood of their exploits. i 

The Sedleir. Fraud.—Fresh discoveries in 
connexion with Irish branch of the Sadleir 
frauds are hourly coming to light. The Carlow 
Sentinel sale pot good cd that 
some very stupi eries upon the Tipperary 
Bask hare tured up, Whence this descrip. 
tion of paper emanated 10 one can even con- 

, but it is certain that payment has been 
applied for by the Secretary of the Bank of 
Ireland. The forged documents appear to have 
been given as securities to the Bank of Ireland, 
Land the parties who have received notice to pay 
them have repudiated all connexion with them. 
If such bills are really fictitious the truth or false- 
hood will be umavelled before the Master in 
Chancery. The trade report of the Freeman's 
Journal has the following :—Much is yet to be 
discovered and investigated. It is stated that 
Mr. John Sadleir has drawn £200,000, and 
there ave assets £35,000. On the other side 
fare—fivst, capital, stated to be £100,000, and 
liabilities,, £430,000, leaving about £300,000, 
altogether unacounted for. It is generally be- 
lieved that Mr. James Sadleir has gone abroad, 
and it is at least evident he must have Lad more 
knowledge of the state of affairs than is alleged 
by the letters of his unhappy brother. 1t is 
now gexoealy supposed that those shaxcholders 
who have retired within the three years, will 
have to be called on to contribute to those debts 
whieh were outstanding, and which are he- 
lieved to be more considerable than appeared 
at first, although there is little doubt that the 
ultimate result has been long foreseen and some 
management used to relieve some of the par- 
ties from their liability. Not the least curious 
circumstance is the large addition of English 
shareholders (whether substancial or others re. 
mains to be seen) which took place during the 
past year, all, or nearly all, it is believed, 
through the same channel, Altogether, what 
is known is bad enough; but it eceras pretty 
clear that wha* is only matter of conjecture, or 
wholly in the dark, will be worse. 

_ RUSSIA. 

Official Corruption in Russia.—A very re- 
markable letter of admonition has been issued 
by the Grand Duke Constantine, as Iligh Ad- 
rairal, to the various officials connected. with 
the sdministration of the Marine, in which the 
necessity of sincerity and a love of truth in 
their connexions with the Government are in- 
culeated. The letter is addressed to Vice-Ad- 
‘miral von Wrangel, and is dated November 
25th (December 7), 1855, After alluding to 

found herself at the time, and pointing out the 
causes that had led to them, the Grand Duke 
proceeds :—The immense vaziety of forms with 
us paralyses the elasticity of administrative ac- 
tion, and serves as a cloak of impunity for the 
official lie so common with us. ~ Cast a ghnce 
at the apnual reports and eccounts, and you 
will find that everywhere the greatest possible 
amount of work has been executed, in every 
direction progress has been made, everywhere 
have the prescribed works advanced, if not 
with excessive haste, yet gi Jeast in due. rela- 
tion to the exigencies of the case. But when 
you come to look closer at the actusl state of 
things, to examine into them, to divest them of 
all fulse golouring, to separate what really is 
from what only appears to be, to distinguish 
the true from the false, or only half true, there 
will ecldom be left any positive and beneficial 
result,—on the] surface specicusness, beneath 
it, comguption. Among the products of our 
offioial phraseology truth finds no plage; it is 
concealed and stifled under diction, aud where 
is the official reader who knows how 10 extract 
i ‘ 

I beg your excellency to commuicate these 
truthful words to ell the buresnx and all the 
employes of the Ministry of Mast ne, from whem 
we have to expect at the beginning of the new 
year their annnal reports of What hag taken 
place in the past, and repeat to them ghat in 
the aforesaid reports Ido not 100k for encom; 
ws, but the truth, and, shove all, frank 

the Conference is understood to be over, 

Capture of a Riband Gang.—A. letter from | 

the cirenmstances of difficulty in which Ruseia |’ 

statement that goes to the pith of the matter, 
both as regards what may be inadequate in any 
branch of the administration, and of the errors 
that reay have been committed in it. request 
your excellency to communicate copies of this 
letter to all the burcaux and before-mentioned 
employes. ~ RTS 

Coxsranting, High Admiral, 

(zy the Fredericton and Quebec Line.) 
FURTHER NEWS BY THE ASIA, : 

New York, April 4.—The steamship Asia 
arrived at 2 o'clock, P. M., and ies dates 
from Liverpool to the 22nd Maych, : 
No news of the Paclfic. - d 
It ig’ generally believed that the treaty of 

poe would be signed on Suturday, rh or 
londay 24th. The tenth meeting of the Ple- 

Se pgtentivics was held on Monday, the 18th, 
when the Prussian representatives took their 
seats. The ¢leventh meeting was to take place 
on Thursday the 20th. The actual business of 

committee of representatives, of each of the 
Powers, is engaged in getting up a treaty of 

ce 
Ford Cowley, Count Buol, Baron Brunow, 
Count Cavour, and also Aali Pasha. 
The papers are full of congratulatory para- 
70 respecting the infant Bonaparte. 
: e Lave also a few editorials on the subject 
of American affairs. 
_ The Austrian Correspondenz has the follow- 
ing, dated 10th and 14th: : 
Otnar Pasha has arrived at Constantinople. 

Great mortality amongst the French in the 
Crimea. Health of the French at Constanti- 
nople was improving, Fortifications at Nicho- 
laicff' ave being strengtened. Gen. Luders 
hed ordered officers on furlong to return. 

the armistice produced a profound sensation 
of joy along the shores of the Sea of Azoff, and 
usiness became suddenly active, 
The Imperial foundry established on the left 

bank of the Don, bas been closed, and this 
seems to confirm the intention manifested by 
the court of Russia to abandon all its maritime 
establishments on the Black Sea. . 

- On the 17th all the ships and Allied batteries 
fired a salute in honor of the birth of the Em- 
peror's som, RE ares 

Letters from the amp in the Crimea extend 
{rom the 3d to the 17th of March, and are chiefly 
occupied with accounts of the weather, 

General Codrington has issued general orders 
dated March 3, forbidding to tire upon the 
enemy until the expiration of the armistice on 
the 31st, 
The Jine of the aqueduct running along the 

left bank of the Tchernaya is the line of se- 
paration between the English and Russian 
arimties, 
Great Brrrary.—Mr Buchanan has intro- 

duced his successor, Mr Dallas, to the diplo- 
matic dorps; and on Monday, the 17th ult., 
| travisferyed to him’ the charge of the Embassy. 
Mr Buchanan has gone to Paris, whence he 
will return im a few days, and will probably 
return hiomeby the steamer of the 19th April. 

‘There is a report from the Crimea that two 
divisions of the army—the Highlanders, and 
the 2nd and 4th Division, under Sir C, Camp- 
hell, will isamedistely proceed to Canada. 
Fuance.—The Emperor has been the recipi- 

ent of numéyons congratulating addresses on 
the birth of Lis sen. 
An smnesty is proclaimed to all political of- 

fenders, who will return and take the required 
oath of allegiance. 
General Rauleon, Canrobert and Bosquet are 

raised to the rank of Marshals, 
Seven Generals of Brigade have been promoted 

to the Generals of Division, and five Colonels 
kave heen made Generals of Brigade, 
M. Fould and Admiral Hamlin have received 

crosses of the Legion of Honor. 
Prince Jerome is recovering, 
It 1s calculated, from statisticnd tables, that 

the number of children born on the 16th of 
Murch, to all of whom the Emperor and Em- 
press is ‘godfather and godmother, must be 

{ 

300 frames. All the boys. are to he uamed 
Louis Bugene; all the girls Eugene Louise. 
Sramu-—Carlist troubles anticipated. 

3 LAREST, 
Southsmnton, Friday Night.—Bteamship 

Argo ex route for Havre, 
Parm,” Friday.—The Empress and young 

Prince continue to go on well, 
The eleventh sitting of the Congress announc- 

ed for Thursday, did not take place—it will 
teke place to-morrow, 22nd. 
Loxvox, Saturday—the City Article of the 

Daily News, dated Friday evening, says :— 
To-day being Good Friday, no transactions 
have taken place in funds and shares, nor is 
any list of prices published, The returns show 
a ymall iucrease in the stock of bullion in the 
Bank of England. 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 

“Initiation of Money Grants.-——We have Tong 
been convinced that until the initiatory power 
in granting supplies for the public service was 
transferred from the House to. the Excoutive, 
we vonl’have no protection agains the con- 
stant prouencss of members to run the Province 
in debt... We felt especially suxious that this 
important! change should be made before we 
cutered into our contemplated railway expendi- 
tures, Xarly in the present session Mr. Hathe- 
‘way, who is Yeputed for his carnest adyoeuey of 
liberal measures, laid on the table resoliitions to 
cffect this change.  Inmedintely after, Mr, 
Connell. who, notwithstanding hia late move- 
ment against the Government, hag always ad- 

Al 

the committee consists of Bourqueney, | 

© A letter from Kertch says that the news of | 

about 2569: Bach child is to-receive a gift of | 

another resolution to delay the transfer of the 

are generally established. ‘This, it was feared, would defeat Mr. Hatheway's motion for the 
present. But we are happy to find that Mr. 
Connell’s desire to see this it improvement, 
duced lim not motion, and Le assisted Mr, Hatheway in the discussion whic 

had more carefully considered consequences, 
we hardly think that he Wo Sd for th 
sake of a railroad to Woodetoek ck, have allowed mself od Spots a tte paid which really 
carries out his ewn political views, and” whose measures he has si Reker itil id bg 
Mr. Hatheway’s resolution gave rise to avery lengthy debate, but was carried by a majority of threw: Thus, aig He ion Weer. tled. We congratulate Mr. II. on his success, 

8s it will naturally benefit as well as shorten 
legislation hereafter.—St. John Morning Cou- 
rier. es i nl? ¥ 

Crown Laxp Notices, April 1, 1856, 
The undormentioned Lots of Crown Lands wil 

be offered for sale by Publio Altetion on TuEespay 
the Sixth day ot MAY. rexs, at noon, hy 
the respective Deputies, at their Offices, agreeable 
to the Kegula inks of 11th May, 1843,and no sale tn 
credit will be made to sny person whois indebted 
to tho crown for previous purchases, ! (Not to interfere with the right to out Timbero 
other Lumber under Licences applied for previous to 
the applioations for tke purchase of the Land) 
(No person is allowed to hold more than one hun- 

dred acres payable by instalments.) cs ei 
REMTIGOUCHE.: =i. ifs iv 5  Thw ~ 

By Deputy Sadler, at Dalhousie. 
63 sores, lot €3, blook 9, Jacquet River, J. Mont. 

somery. : ; 
i sacs ve ALOVORETRR. itis 5o 30h ndme 

By Deputy Carruthers, at Bathurst, - 
100 acres, lot 41, block 7, Bas River, 'W. H. 
age wid > > rs n 

acreg, lot 41, a p Ad : 
Boat SRA log Ro hy 

.;. NORTHUMBERLAND. ~~ 
By Deputy. Peters at Chatham, 

50 acres, west of Richibucto road, John Dorle, 
improsed. 2 4 sl of 

KENT. VOR 
{By Deputy Douglas, at Buctouche. 

100 acres, lot 13, Saint Anthony, Jade White, 
improved. . f Heir Ld lot 16, Sen Anthony, Peter Shiba, : 

110 anes, lot 94, block D, M’Dougald Battlement, 

JAMES BROWN, Ser, Gene. 
Coll. Ma Dougall. 

Crown Land Office, April 2, 1856, 
~The Hight of Lisenco to cut of gl \ eway Tim- 
ber and Lumber until the first day ot tas 1356, 
from Berths applied for by the following persons iu. 
the undermentioned gituntions, will be offered for: 
sale by Pablic Auction at this Office on Wéd- 
nesdwy thie Sixteonth day of Arkin next, ~2ale to 
COIMENC AL NOOR. : : 
(Not to interfere with any Lots of Land located, 

or which may have been applied for within one yesr 
jet ow A to the dats of entry ofthe application for 

enone : $ J 
(* In all onsosof eompstitien, the purshaser must 

immediately pay the amount of purchase money, or 
else the Berth will be egain offered for sale,” ex- 
cluding bide from the dotzulter.”” 2 4 

*“ All Perths within ten miles of the proj 
Lives of Rail Road will be subjsot to the prior right 
of the kuropean aud North American Railway Gdm- 
pany to tukic Timber or other material for the con- 
struction of the Kailway 

Name Sq Mil 8. Bitoation. 
Wm. H. Prize 3 New Canaan. 

* (JAMES BROWN, Sur. Gen 

#i 

Crown Land Office, April 1, 1856. 
THE appointment of Depaty Peter Mugsrall, as 

Laoal Depnty for the Sale. ot Crown Lands io the 
Northern Distriot of whe County of Kept, is discon 
tinued. 

: JAMES BROWN, Sar. Gen ~_ 
Flour for Sale, 

160 Barrels. CANADA SUPERFINE, 
No 1 FLOUR nn excellent article. ~~ Also + 
A few Barrels Muss Pork, and FIRkins EUrter 
f a above will bo sold either in wholesale or re- 
art, 

For particulars apply tn tha Subzeriber 
ROBERT T. MILLAR. 

Douglastown, March 28. 1556. 

KS 
T r 

SFED GRAIN & POTATO 
For Sale. o 

To be old chap for Cssh ar Due Billa op Mesare, 
Robin & Te Boutilliers, at the nua! direount, * 

1500 BUsBELS CF Goon Sxgpp OATS. 
a 14 do Bagray. 

0 ‘ do WHEAT. 
400 Barrels POTATOES, rs 5 Apply to 

DAN 
Pagpebissg, 29h | 

1EL PISSON, Paspoviac.. 
oh. 1856, omy 

SE — ee ———— ee eg, 

NOTICE, 
The Sabaoriber iutending to olose bis présent Iu. ness, 0 or bafore tholet of Jury next. All werséng ipdehtad to him will please oall and bave iioir 4 c- counts Adjusred und Paid by that period, otherwico 
he wil: be obliged fo place them inthe hinds of $n Attorney for eallestion. The Subscriber tfuste hat wero the partice avs nnabled to pry they will net. With#tanding oll et-an early day and peitle their Apconate, us he purpores lonving the County and 

vocated extreme liberal views, laid on the table’ 

isanxicus w bave his affairs saitied bef ira doing so. 
: WM. J. MILLAR, 

Naivoastle, March 81, 1856, iw 


