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_ Could strike you a blow like that, 

Por so did Tabal-Cain of old, 
+ AR bempst do samow. 4 15 

* Drink was resorted ‘to as'a consolation and so- 

} by the wretched pair, and I left, the house, — 

THE GLEANER. 

many a spark; 
They seemed the devil's own fireflies. 

The smith struck high lthe sith struck lew, 
© As over his work he bent; ere 

if every blow had been on a foe, 
Rl tle had soon been spent. 

ing, cling; the steel doth ring, 
Pine, diss crimson dressed; 2 : OF all the callings that I know, | 
‘Tlove the blacksmiths Beats wo 

Slegfried of old was a blacksmith, | © 
d well on the iron could pound, IR 
his very first blow, he drove, I'm’ told, 
anvil into the ground; © . 

Round, round, into. the ground, 
‘And beat his hammer flat; © © 
Bn blacksmith ‘stout, 

110 evi 

And so you may clearly see, 
n, would rise in power and height, 

a blacksmith he must hej. oro ik 
Smack | smack! with many Ching 2 ef barote _ As he hammers the spade ‘and plough; 

And Slegfried beeamo a monarch of night, 
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LIFE’S UNDERCURRENT. 
nN roUR ‘CHAPTERS. —CONCLUSION. 
MY next residence was with a young couple, 
who had only on child... They had come to- 
gether both cqua ly poor, but by'mesns of eco- 
uomy and industry; had furnished their Tittle 

quick parts, be attracted the notice of his su- 
periors, and, by patient good conduct, was pro- 
moted step by step, and his salory increased. — 
He was now a confidential agent, by economy 
had saved several hundred pounds, and was at 
this time in treaty with a company who were 
about to commence business, in which he’ was 
to be the acting partner. On hearing all this, 
I'could not help feeling as if fortune had dealt 
unkindly by me, compared with him. The 
night following wasa sleepless one, for I turned | 
overand over in my thoughts project after pro- | 
ject to better my circumstances ; but all alike 
appeared hopeless except one. At length my’ 
mind was made up, and I slept soundly. : 

. The whole of the next day, as I sat at my’ 
loom, I thought of my last night's resolve sand 
the more [ thought, the mere I was Ply 
and the easier it appeared of accomplis iment. 
1 had often heard that there was no way of ac- 
quiring meney but ‘by saving ; and my plan 
was to spend 16 more of my wages than what 
was SB kacyly necessary, and to avoid compa- 
{ny in public-houses, where a great part of my 
| earnings had hitherto been consumed. I com- 
menced with good will ; wages were fair, and 
trade brisk. My aim appeared distant, but 
reason told me it was sure ; and at the end. of 
3 few wecksI was surprised at the progress I was making, and regretted the sums I had need 

stage. On Saturday evening I made up the 
+ sum of ten pounds, the lowes$ the banks would 

receive as a first deposit : and with a feeling ‘of 
pride T went onfMonday to the office, and felt I 
was already a man of some impértance as 1 read 
my receipt. a ei tiga 
“"Non# of my acquaintances knew what I was 
deing with my money, ‘and often bantered me 
for not joining in their revels as I was wont. The 
only indulgence T allowed myseif was the pur. 
chase of a book at one or other of, the stands, 
for T'felt lonely in may room after being used 10 
company ; anc so I soon acquired a taste for 
reading and amusing information. - I'at" first 
thought I might, like Roy, turn a miser § but 
mine was not the lust of .money for its own 
sake, but as a means td attain an end ; my obs 
ject was to accumulate a small capital, and be- 
come a masterdike Tdwards, my old associate 

home, and wore still adding to the stock. I 
was here quite happy for several months ; for 
it was the abode of peace and love, uatil 
the domestic hearth was darkened by intemper- 
ance. The husband, who, for love of his wife, 
had forsaken his old associates, soon after I be- 
came their lodger, gradually began to resumes 
his evil habits ; at times coraing home late and 
intoxicated. : : : 
At first, the wife used tears and gentle re- 

monstrancee. He listened to her complainings 
mildly, and promised amendment ; but his for- 
mer habits overcame his faint resolution, and 
then his deserted wife could only weep in se- 
cret, and watch with an aching heart for his re- 
turn, © Often in the cold winter-evenings she 
would watch for hours, while her baby ept. 

At length poor Helens compiainings were 
met by vituperation ; and then followed strife, 
She became melancholy and dejected ; her for 
mer tidy habits gradually faded away, for pover- 
ty began to pinch with his iron grasp. In the 
same tenement, there were several females in 
oor Helen's situation ; and these came to con- 

Hols with her, and talk over their SOTTOWS.~— 

lace ; and the unfortungte’ Helen soon became 
its victim, and: moreits slave than ‘her husbaid, 
My home for some time had become very un- 

the spunk boy. It was emulation that urged 
me'on'y itwas bh face of life, and he had got the 
start 3 but ‘the field was open, and my heart 
beat’ high ‘with hope as, month after month, the 
chances of success became more and more ap- 

- was residing -with a respectable widow in 
the Gallowgate, where T had been for several 
months, when a new lodger came to take up hia 
abode with her. Iwas struek with his appear- 
ance on the Sunday when I first saw him. He 
had evidently been in better circumstances, for 
his clothes were made in the extreme of fagh- 
ion, although now threadbare ; his manners and 
address were above those of a mechanic ; and 
be had a lock of bygone dissipation, with a fix- 
ed melancholy in his expression. During the 
two weeks he hrd been in the house, his hours 
‘hod, been: most regular, and he was al 
ways strietly sober when he came home ‘to his 
lodgings. Lp : 

It was the third week before any intercourse 
took place between us. The landlady hed told 
me that the poor lad, as she called “him, ap- 
peared broken-hearted, and this made me feel 
a certain intetest in him. She had lent him 
one of my hooks during my absen® in the day, 
and replaced it on my table before my return. 
One evening I had bome home rather sooner comfortable from their squabbles; yet | was pthan usual, and was sitting at the window, when doath, on the poor baby’s account, to leave the 

house, for what [ paid for my board and lodg- 
ing was the only money Ielen could depend 
upon when Saturday came round. Article 
after article had been pledged ; even her own 
and her husband's dress. . Ag length it became 
altogether. unbearable ; blows were exchanged 

Soon after James enlisted in the army, and left 
his chitdren to the care of a drunken and de- 
graded mother, made such by his own mis. 
conduct, : We 

Month after month passed on, and I was hap- 
py and content. As my earnings increased, so: did my wants and expenditure, At the end of cache week, Iwas. never much sich or poorer than I was at the commencement of the month, ! had no desire’ to change my situntion in life ; 
J looked upon labor merely as the means of sup- 
plying my wants, for ambition had not yet en- tered my breast, nora thought of change. The present hour wasall { cared for, watil oneafier- 
woon I met a young man i, a “warehouse for which T wrought; and althoush much changed 1 at onop recognized, him as one of the old ine mates of the garret whey livedtwinhi: Annies 
He wag the son of a basket waman, and at that tims asdisted her by selling matchas, The, re-| 

she came and requested the loan of one of my 
books for Mr Kemnedy. 1 told the good wo- 
man toinform him that he was welcome to any 
of them, and [ should be happy to have his com - 
pany on any evening, either in his: own rcom 
or mine. From this time, a night seldom pas- 
sed without our meeting, 1 felt happy in’ his 
eompany, and learned much from him, for he 
had been well educated, and possessed a sound- 
ness ofjudgment quite new to me, 
One evening, he came home more depressed 

toan usual. I knew he was out of 3 situation ; 
but this evening there was 2 wildmess in his 
manner and fierceness in his eyes that almost 
alumed | me. for his safety.” 1 inquired 
what was the matter; he made me no answer 
for'some time, but paced the ‘room Having 

stood by the fire, his ¢lbows resting on the 
mantel piece, add his face covered by the palm 
of his hands. LRT 

¢ Graham." said he at leneth. ¥T feel and 
thank you fir your kindness; but I am a ruin 
ed. man ; nothing can redeem the I am row drinking: the dregs of my eup of folly, and 

} their bliterness I 'can no longer endure, { have 
placed a gulf between ma and my future pros- 

cognition swas mutual, althouoh | wag: t working Hathse ‘and ki drassed ne “ms Banands transacting business with ‘the firm —_ | Our meeting wag! cordial, nud an “appointment | was made tivisit him §t hid E8160 the pon. ivg after business hom Tau Sk { We tet; ahd tallied over what had happened | tous sinee the-days-of any wants and privations He had, when his mother dicd, heen sent to the charity work-huuse s fron; - thence to the Aamark cotton spinnin mills, whors ho learned 

gentle. | 

i 
¥ 

"to he a apinner, and was, with the other chil. | dren, sent to school at ovee-hours, | ‘Beiag cof” 

n me. I have, been af- 
ter two sithations to-day, hoth of them far be- 
low my former standing, and-have been reject- 
ed = on-oneapplication, 1 was vejecteq rudely ; 
ou the other with taunts and insulteand Tam 
here alive to tell it!" 1 feel that my bad fame follows me, vet Lhaveleng. renounced my. folly for months {have not tasted Mything stronger thaw water. and 1am resolved ‘never qeain to] PUtithin my lips the sHedioiy destroyer of my once bright prospects, Grahaw, I that had 

said all IT could to soothe him he came and |b 

pects 1 sea 'no mode of ovledping "my fellow | th 
y ! men have put a ban web 

fit for laborious outdoor work ; Ihave no trade. 
I am useful ouly in a situation of trust, where 
steadiness alone is required. Dishonesty was 
uever laid to my charge, yet I am a ruined 
man : apd were it not my early education, 1 
would put a period tomy misery this very 
night.” ! 

his feelings of repentance and remorse 1 could 
not comprebend—they were strangers to my breast. | could look back upon my past life 
with thankfulness ; it had been of continued progress and increasing comfort; I said all 1 
could to soothe him and spire hope ; but my 
words. I could perceive, fell cold on his ear. 
When. we parted for the night, he took my hand in his, and thanked me for my kind 
endeavours, i 

The. following evening 1 found him ‘in my room, if possible more depressed than he was the one before. Anxious to know something 
of his former history, T turned the discourse to the ups and downs of life ; and, in hope of his beirg equally communicative, I told him my own story. He for some time seemed to wave the subject, but at length spoke out: _ “My father,” said he, ‘was a merchant, not wealthy, but far above want, with a thriving business, created by his own care and industry. lessly spent.” At length I reached the first |} was the youngest of three, a brother and sis- ter ; our parents were most kin and indulgent but my father was strict in enforcing all reli- gious observances, for ‘he was an elder in ihe church, Well do I remember that the Sabbath was a day of privation and suffering to us; and 
Iam now ashamed to think how often, with my brother and sister, I mourned its return. Tow 
quick are children to observe. and reflect | 1 
was often, when very young, in my father’s shop, and at time saw him praising goods to a custom. er I had heard him teil my. mother were not what they ought to be ; and young as I was, my mind whispered—can ny father tell, lies 2 Once, a poor widow, whose hushand had lately died, was pleading with him for a little forbear- ance, until $he was unabled to Pay a small sum she was indebted to him ; he spoke very harsh- ly to her, yet he bad read “the evening before the twenty:second chapter of Exodus, where, in the twenty-second verse, it says: ‘Ye shall not afflict “any” widow, ‘or fatherless child.’ I would not mention ste 1 things, were it not for the haneful effects they bad on’ my young mind at the time, and the blight” their" impression cast on my riper yearau vores, 
“As T grew up mv tasks lessened, but the same restraint continued ; my brother and sis- ter died young, and my, mother, when [ was nineteen years of age. ven after my father had made me a partner in his business, he still looked upon me ‘as a child : from his austerity, ‘he had never gained my love; and 1 obeyed him only as a soldier does his commander. To the world, T appeared as religious jan attendant of the church as he wag y but, alas! my heart was nos there ; I was almost, if not wholly, a seeptic, for I was not the least under the influ. ence of religion, 
‘Army father’s death I was left my own’ master, and dreams of coming enjoyment floated before me. 1 was now sole owner of a thriving business, with a fey hundreds in the bank jand I did not all at once throw off the mask, for the restraint I had been reared under acted for a check for some time, so that it was not without many. severe struggles I fell away altogether, But fall 1 did. “Gradually my unday relaxations, as my companions and 1 called them, began to encroach on my week- days; 1 employed others to do for me what I ought to have done for myself; my business be. gan to decline ; and my income was unable to Support my extravagance. The money my fi. ther left was all spent; bills came upon me I could not meet ; my place of business was shut up by my extravagance and carelessnes, My ¢ more through my own mismanagement than any necessity that my af- Is were sc involved ; but I wag ‘sequestrated, and a trustee appointed, who, aftey winding n my affairs, paid my creditors in full, and hand. ed me a small sum, Upon this by dint of eco- nomy, | pa Spanentid ever since; but all is now gene, and I am plunced in: w. - 
Tr : plunged in want and de 

When Kennedy and | parted for the night, I CRA to turn over in my mind how [ could be | of service to him, for he had introduced me to | arithmetic, and | was now doing questions in -factice under his teaching, The next mom. Ing, I wrote to my friend Edwards in Kenneey’s behalf, giving an outline of his history, and say. ing all I could in his favor, gud onthe follow- Ing evening. when T came home, I received an answer, stating that he woulg give him a trig], if his appearance Pleased him, as the firm. af al time required a clerk, | ns appearance ! there was the tub, for it wag shabby genteel ; and actually hesitated as to whether [ should tell him what | had‘done. © Tor my own credit after what I had said, he must at least appear Arai al I saw no ather. way of his do. clothe, Yad vancing. him money to buy 

To break. y Upon my hoard was to me a matter | of Serious econsidoration 3 it was like yu { 
sid 

psetting | MY own aims, I'thought over all Ll ces Thad ever head of money lent. and never 
hundreds at my command, and at this moment: have fof fvddbillings ithe world, 0 I am woe 

/ 
nind— thy eX 

yme ran strong in my 

I lockedas him with pity and surprise ; for | 

IT once had money and a friend, 
By both I set great store : - 

I lent my my money to my friend, He was my friend no mora. 

If I had my money and my friend, 
As | had ence fore ; * 

‘d keep my money to myself, 
And lose my friend no more. 

Thad almost hardened my heart, and was humming the misanthropic words when Ken- nedy came into my room ; but Lis melanct oly, heart-broken look dissolved at once my prudent resolves, handed him the letter; and as hi read it the tears started into his eyes ; he took my hand and actualy kissed'it; but son the glow of hope Sal faded from his face, and lis eyes wundered over his threadbare ¢rees and his almost japanned hat which he had laid upon my table, ~~ a le “ Do not be cast down, Kennedy,’ said I, ¢ 1 did not recommend you without being able to carry you through ;and as to vy, ] 1 will lend you as much ag will make that res- 
pectable ; I know you will Tepay me as goon as you can.’ He uttered no werd—pe made no promise—but I felt a warm tear drop n my hand, which he still he'd in his ; the plea- ‘sure 1 felt was ‘worth all T bad in the ok How ae are the turns of fortune ! Charlis Graham), the poor gatherer, len ding money to a 
rich merchants son Nest day, I got him equipped, and he set oft in tha stage, coach to 

orphan. 1 had the pleasure to hear, jn a day or two, that he was ergaged ; and in a few months after, I received a letter from Edwards, thanking me for having. recommended Kenne- dy to him, who before this time had repaid ms the money 1 had advanced, 
‘From the period Mr Ross had taken me up- der his charge, I had been prosperousand hs py. I was now in my twenty-fifth year, and by steadily adhering to ‘my rule of ecoriomy, I was gradually’ neariog’the aim of my ambition — to haye one hundred pounds in the bank, snd all py own.” While comfortably situated, [ 

never changed my lodgings, and I still wrought in Mr Ross's shop. But the cares of riches were beginning to assail me. How could I 
quicken the increase of my store—how turn m 
wealth to the best advantage ? I sometimes lost an hour or twe of sleep in ruminating on 
this subject. Ge One of my fellow lodgers was from the 
country, steady, sober; and saving like myself, without being penurious ; he was clerk “in a warehouse for which | had long wrought, and the partners of which were reported to be very wealthy, “One evening 1 spoke to him on the subject which cecupied my thoughts, consider- ing Kim well guile to give me adyice, When I mentioned the amount of my fortune, he told me; ¢ It is far too small a sum to commence with or a scale to pay well, and you shall be plunged into all the miseries ofa poor master without capital, I myself, he continued, ‘have saved a greater sum than You,and I get better interest, for [ receive five percent.’ [inquired where. He told me his employers gave that for money on loan. and that all his wag in their hands 5 ‘and he had no doubt they would give me the same for mine, The temptation was great, and I thought nct of the rj y for they were reputed wealthy,  (Qne or two banks had stopped payment about this time, and those who had money in others were very uncasy, and many withdrawing it.) Next forenoon, 1 went and offered what 1 had in the bark to the com- pany on loan, at five per cent. : it was accepted and I endorsed my bank receipt to them, and got their bill at a short date.. I went to my trunk, and placed it in safe deposit, pleased with 
my morning's work. 
Happy and content, on T worked, and added 

to my store.” I felt the desire to Increase it come stronger and stronger upon me, and 
regretted when I had to purchase any necessa- ry I required, even clothes and shoes : I was becoming a miser. 1 had mastered one bux- dred pounds, and «¥ my anxiety was to make that two. [was the first and last in the work- shop, and: the most industrious 3 for my only pleasure was adding to my store. Guthrie, 
ny friend, was still my fellow lodger ; but he 
seemed to me to keep the even tener of his 
way, careful hut void of any extreme desire to increase is wealth,  Anotliey of those fluctya. tions in trade came upon us, and several of the houses in town had become bankrupt, I ‘felt very uneasy, but was not actually afraid, until one evening Guthrie came heme very much 
depressed, 1 saw there was sumething wrong with him, and inquired what had happened. pe 

‘ Graham,’ he repiled, * I hope all will end 
well ; 1 hope it will! 5 r “What 1s veu mean ?” I inquired in great 
alarm, for the safety of my money flashed wpon 
my mind, I rose and strede throngh the room 
my eyes fixed upon him: Ifeared to receive Lin 
answer, 

* Our house,’ said he at length, « hay gi 
day reeetved orders of the failure of two firms in 
New Yurk, with whom’ we bave hag transacti- 
onglto a very large amount fo 
back, ~ 1 know that in the the pring we sent 
off large consignments, for whieh we have had no remittance. 

but'T am in hopes we can meet our e 

present himeelf to Edwards, the old poor-homse 

our appearance, 

T Some years * 

My employers are very uneasy, and Tam sure the balince heavy Sesinst * cm 
ngegemente, 

w
 


