4

3

e

THE GLEANER.

Aitoture, .

THE SPIRIT OF THE MAGAZINES.

From Chambers’s Journal for February.
0 v PHRE WINDFALL.
“'IN"TWO CHAPTERS.—CHAP, I CONTINUED..
! Pux first week or two in my new ‘house was
entirely devoted to business.” I arranged to
keep'all ‘the'servaiits of my predecessor; and
this was my first mistake; for, rafter a
whilé, 1 was reminded that such and such
“things hal'not been done in the time of, their
late smaster, and. I found that the consumption
of strong.beer and ‘beef had always been aAp
LIBITUN. I generally conceded the point when
adispute arose, for my income, was so ample

far a bachelor, that it xeallydid not seem worth |

while to cause discontent in:the servants-hall
for the sakeofa fow poundsa yeéar. The three
first, visits' T Had ‘the honor of Teceiving from
my neighbouts were from three medical men.
The first of these possessed.a priority of  elaim
on my attention, for he ‘had attended my de-
ceased cousin ; and his want of foresight,” per-
haps, I'was indebted for being heirat-law to
his intestate patient. My second medical visit-
or ‘wasa yulgar little man, who talked of nothing:
but pills and potions, except when he dilated
more at large upon some’ horrible operation,
which it had ‘been his good-fortune to perform
or assist at. " He reminded me of the following
lines : — : “E ey
«Herseldom talked but of his trade,

. Of lungs, of lights, of livers;

* The living he carved, and gashed, and slashed,
. And the dead he cut to shivers.

I telt a kind of horror when
card of the'third visitor, and perceived that it
was another practitioner, Dr. Leech. Surely,
thonght I, I must have presented a very unheal-
thy appearance yesterday at church, or these
three worthies would not have been in such a
very great hurry to pay-their compliments, and
make their expectations known to me, 1 began
to fancy that the undertaker would be the next
announced. - dowever, my fourth visitor was
one of that order who are supposed to care more

-for:the soul than. the body. The worthy rec-
tor of my parish did riot lose much time in ma-
king my acquaintance, He expressed, in the
sourse of conversation, the hope of firding me a
‘better coadjutor in parochial yeform than the
late owner of Langton had been, He enlight-
ened e as toa few of my cousin's peculiarities
which seemed to be characteristic of a reserved
and unimpressionable nature, ~ I found that, he
had lived much to himself; keeping up a cer-
tain cignified state in his appoin‘ments and
household; but shunning sociability or intimacy.
+Part of his life he had “spert abroad ; whether
“he disliked the female sex as much as I did, T
knew not, but he lived a dachellor life at Lang-
ton Hall, . My cousin, it a pears, had been ra-
ther erotchety, and, as friends and relatives of-
Jfen do; he discussed his failings’ freely. = The
xector amused. me with a few dom
“dates about my neighbours,and in a short time
1 found my mind localised into a gossiping dis-
sertation on the merits and prétensions ot half
the families round. [ found the rector a key ta
much useful knowledge. As the dinner.bell
rang just as ke ‘was about to depart, T pressed
him to'remain, which he did ; and we talked
pavochial and other mattérs over our port—for
which T found my friend had a clerieal lik-

ing.: i ! ¥ |
"sl'he next day brought some of iy more aris-
tocratic neighbours to inspect the new comer.
We had few subjects in common: - The squires
archy are. not an.intellectual race ; they form
asort of rear-guardto civilization's their inter
ests and ideas are local: they think more of
preservation of game than the enfranchisement
ofa state. I found my neighbours were not
much frequenters of London ; forin metropoli-
tian circles a few thousand a year is a mere
mediocrity of wealth,and the squire of ancestral
acres hag seldom much other claim ‘upon the
notice of society. Thougk true it is that so-
ciety cares little for pedigree without patri-
mony, the genelogy of a race horse is of more
importanee than that, of the man who gives din-
ners. The individual who comes into the world
without any ¢ognizance of 3 grandfather, may
give better. champagre and venison than the
descendant of one of the freebooters of William
the Conqueror. . 'What 5 god-send is our
. vaiable English climate to the inane coversa-
tion of the natives! . My ‘visitors were true
chroniclers of the barometer ; my politics,
“principles, and prejudicss were unknewn to
them, and courtry society is not the sphere. for
Ior that sind - of mental friction which elicits
truth. o If 2 person doesnot conform to the
orthodoxy of that part of the country he lives
., he it pronoun¢ed 1o be eccentrie and pecu-

3

oJiaT, swhich - means 8 great deal from the lips of |

-+ the futterly respectable.’ :
- The nex't-horde of Yisitors” were more defi-
nate in the expression of thair ‘sentiments,
e hey were tenants, end. -wanted their rents
lowered, their farmhouses repaired, and a host
of grievances redressed. Country-life was now
ito me; I et about my work con amore,
After toiling over my newly acquired acres, tn
inspect  the wants 0!' my tenant-rulers, I came!

T glanced at the |-

estic anec- |

to the conclusion, that ifall I heard was true,
the present was the worst season that had ever
been known ; that the agriculturists were the
most ill-used interest in the country, and that
my particular estate was singularly unproduc-
tive ; that the rents were teo high ; and that
the farm-buildings had been tumbling down
for the last twenty years, I was told that the
game destroyed the crops when in the ground,
and the tithes and taxes swallowed the greatest
of that which was gathered. Very shortly, the
industry of the whole neighbourhood _Was put
in requisition, and I found myself maintaining
an army of masons, brieklayers, a_rgd carpenter§.
Langton Hall itself required repair. ﬁ\-hum-
can took place a few weeks alter my stalla-
tion there.. After being rocked through the
live-long ‘night, my servant appeared early in
the morning at my door, saying : ¢ If you please
sir, it has:been a terfible night.’ - 3

¢ 1 should think ‘I knew that, stid L . . .

¢ Yes, certainly, sir; but, it you please, the
whele stack ot kitchen-chimneys has been
blown’down; the kitchen is full 6f bricks and
mortar ; the outhousesare a good deal damag-
ed,and part of the stable roof is blown off; the
two elms at the east side of the house-are root-
ed up ; and I think, sir, there are 1ot six whole
panes of glass in the conservatory : altogether
there’sa sight  of mischief done by the wind, to
be sure !’ -

¢ Well, anything else ? said I,
night-cap. .~ - v Sl

‘ No, sir; nething in particular. I suppose
the shoot has burst, for one side.of thg wall of
the large drawing-room is streaming with wet,
and the soot has come down the library.chim-
ney all over the place’ -

¢ Pleasant news this,” T remarked. *Brine

ﬂmgmg off my

me the hot water ; I must get up and see what
can be done.’
In truth, I found the elements had a kind of
free republicat the picturesquealtitude of Lane.
ton Hall. The witches of Macbeth might
have found the neighbourhood vastly convenient,
both as to time and place, for their meetin ;
and, to judge by the hallaballoo made nightly
by bats, beasts, wind and rain, one might sup-
ose those ‘ancient ladies had made the park
their ¢ blasted heath,” I often sighed for the
humanised  noisés of the rattling streets of
London. There is a sense of civihs:_xtlon in the
midnight rumbling of carriages, which gives
feeling of peopleg security to one’s slumbers;
but to hear all night long those frightful owls
interrogating the solitude with their eterna]
¢ Who—who-oo ¥ as though asking the name
of some gpectral murderer from the dark night,
is indeed horrible. 'Less supernatural horrors
assail one in the morning, when you hear that
a fox has carried off some choice water-faw! ;
or the poachers have ‘snared  some pheasants
you had partially tamed, and that the garden
had been cléared of all the eatly fruit an vege-
tables. O London! London! centre of civilisa-
tion, cpmfor: and econemy, why was | induced
to leave thec end competenee ®  Why did
my thoughtless cousin® die without a will, and
leave me heir-at-law to such a detestible posses-
ion as a country-house? .
‘What are country neighbours but another
word for conflicting interests ® = If the shadow
of your trees fall upon another man’s land, he
is your enemy. If you are a new man in the
country, he sneers at you ; if you are the des-
cendant of an old family, ten to one but there
is an accumulation of the jealousies of your mu-
tual progenitors, Now, in London, one never
has neighbours :anc, unless you happen to keep
a lucifer match manufactory; you are a subject
of perfeet indifference to the man who livésnext
door to you. - In the country, one’s respectabi-
lity costs so much ; whatever your income may
be, you are obliged to keep up an establishment
that runs away annually with ‘something niore,

all of ¢ a large country gentleman,” So folks are
wont to call the squires of the land.

How friendship warms in the sunshine of
prosperity ! The post-hag rarely arrived with-
out containing several eongratulatory letters
from people whom I had - been in the habit of
considering mere ‘acquaintances,  One hinted
thata few days’ shooting would be pleasant;
another found that he should he in my neigh-
bourhood, and would look in upon me for a day
ortwo. [ had shortly the pleasure of seeing
my house fall of visitors. But neither the din-
ner parties these arrangements involved, not the
fact of seeing * the hospitalities of Langton Hall’
alluded to in the County Chronicle, reconciled

me to the misery of having my habits disturbed
and my quiet invaded. ,

As far as my neighbours weye concerned, I
was, of course, feeted by them, [n vain do coun-
try-peeple arrange their dinner—partiés for ‘that
date when the almanacs tell them the moon wil
lend them light; the moon, like other she
things, is-obstinate, and always hides behind an
impenetrable*mass of dark clouds on those oc-
easions.

89, on a January etening, when the ¢ dir is
murky,’ you drive twelve miles in thedark to
partake of a stiff pompous dinner, where the
gastronomic labours are never geasoned by a
bon mot’ or lightened by a hearty laugh. “We
Fnglish are-not a joyous mation’s our- amnse-
ments are solemn, exclusive,. and ostentatious,

At eleven-o'elock you are agaiy in vour carriage
driving homemyrds. But the ‘coachman, hav-
ing evjoyed himself

50 that miortgage seems to be the all ‘and ‘end--

g | sermons especially for their admonition,

|

labie ag her

than you did in the dining-room, gets oblivious,
and drives into a diteh, about three miles from
bome, . The earriage is broken, and one of the
horses lamed ; so you walk home the rest of
the way in adress-coat and thin boots, catch a
severe eold, and wish country dinner-parties—
somewhereelse.

Besides the army of bricklayers, carpenters,
masons, drainers, and miscellaneous labourers,
ofall descriptions, who were repairing my farms
and injuring my fortune, I found myself pla-
gued to death by the disorders of my house-
hold. Though "each individual domestic had
his own or her own'way,so far as [ was con-
cerned, they were the most discontented crew
1 had ever the. misfortune to see congregated
under oneroof, There is an old saying, that
¢ too many ¢ooks &poil the broth;’ and so I
thought when, one day, it was stiddenly announ-
ced 1o me, on the eveof a dinner-party, that
my cook made an addition to the population,
without giving the slightest hint.of her inten-
tion, or, for aught I can tell, knowing anything
about it herself,

| [ CHAPTER 1I.
Difficulties were accumulating round . me,
when my worthy friend, the rector, one, day
proposed a remedy. We were sitting tete-a-
tete over our wine and ‘walnuts : a small table
was-brought close to the fire, which threw its
socialising influence around, and exactly warmed
one to that degree of ‘the thermometer which

makes it pleasant, fora rich man to lament the |

peculiar annoyances of his lot., = Under the in-
fluences of the first few glasses, the rector talk-
ed particularly of the sins of my household, and
promised his valuable assistance in correcting
their irregularities, by preaching a series of
But
as time went on, and the wine went round, the
rector proposed another and a bolder plan' of
action. :
‘ Ttell you what, my dear Gerrard, said he ;
it is all very well for me to say what I will do
in_the pulpit—you can do a great deal more
yourself: there is only one real way out of your
difficulties. I know what these thingsare ; |
have had a great deal of experienee of life, and
I gan safely advise you, even against any little
preconceived prejudices on your part.’ f
He paused fora reply, but I had no clear
Idea of his meaning, ly had a dim notion that
he meant to propose the revival of the penance
of standing in a white sheet for the correction
of the cook.
The rector cracked several nuts, and re-
plenished his wine glass ; but findng I was
silent he continued: ¢ Yes, my cear friend, I
have long seen it ; ‘it is, 1 assure you, the only
way—1I s(Feak as a man of
it as prudential course - of action—in fact, you
know. as a religious institution, | am bound,
as a minister ofthe church, to recommend it as
ageneral support to virtue and morality.”
- Still the vision of the unfortunate cook stand-
ing in a white sheet came up before me, till at
length the drift of the rector's harangue flashed
upon my astonished senes,
‘1 lived a good many years, said he, “as a
bachelor, bus I can’t find ¥ords to - express:ito
you how much more comfortable 1:find marricd
life.  'When I was single, I was never free from
the attacks of injurious calumny—ry servants
were dxsorderly-my comforts il attended to-—
my'——
¢ Stop, stop, my good sir !’ [ exclaimed,—
‘ \oz.x do net know what a horrer I have of
matrimony and everything belonging to it. - [
have never been accustemed to women; 1 don't
understand their ways; 1 believe they are vio-
lent in their tempers—subject to hysterics and
fainting’ fits on the shortest possible notice. '
would rather work in the mines of Siberiy than
—to say nothing'of the ¢consequence in ifself
necessary,” as metaphysidians would say, of
having a small family, or rather a large family
of small children, an annual suceession of wet
and dry nurses, and babics that would each have
teeth, measles, and hooping-cough! O Heaven
preserve me! My good friend you are not'
aware of my horror on this subject. Think of

my peace being disturbed by females, after my |

having so studiously avoided the sex for so
many years! Suggest any remedy for the dis-
orders of my household but hanging and mat-
rimony.’

¢ Ab. Gerrard, I feltas you once, but T ean
think differently now : 1 know and feel the
happiness and benefits ofa married life.”

* And where should [ find g wife ?* I exclaim-
ed petulantly. ¢ I should not look for one in
the fashionable world of London, where women
think of nothing but dress and amusement, ]
would rather suffer the fate of Mazeppa than
n'mrr{) one of 8ir John Poyeld daughters, who |
ride blood-horses, tollow the hounds, and their
own inclivations, The gods defend me from hay-
Ing a she-centaur fora wife! You would not re-
eommend me the. three spinster-aunts  of youy
curate, who look  as if they had 8Pert some of
their early days with Noah'!. Then there is Dy,
Leech’s sister—she is'a dose about as disagyec.

brothex’s ‘physic; and the girls at
Combe Hall are too young.and ‘pretty for me'y,
trust, and- would ‘soor cost ‘eonfusing worge
¢onfounded’ in this houschold pandemoninm’—

“ My dear gir,' interrupted the Tector, ¢ yoy

more in the gervants-hall'now torme

sho§11d marry some one of sufficient age and ‘ex-
PEtience to ‘conduet your house Properly—one
who would gaye you all thesa troybles which

the ‘world ; 1 advise |.

would grace the head of your table, and present
You with an heir to this fine property, ‘which,
otherwise, will go to some ‘distant relative, who
does ot eare a straw for vou’

‘What you suggest is desirable {n the futnre
Mrs Gerrard, does not, however, point out the
¢ local Labitation and the name’ of the happy
individual, af such pexson does exist, I feel
assured that, unless matrimony is * trust upon
me,” I should ney kor find a wife,’ \

3 uid never seek or find a wife,

“Well) said the rect® after a pause, ‘I do
tnow some one who would suit you exactly ; of
course I don't like to name names, especially as
there is a soxt of connection. The lady I mean
18 not to young for the management of such sn
establishment as yours, nor 1s she toe old to
please your taste,  You know George:: the
Fom‘gh used to say, ¢ fair, fat anc forty. 'The
ady in question possesses another great advan-
tage—she has had the experience of married
ife’ which renders a woman so truly com-
panionable—so superior to boarding-school
misses or starched spinsters, © A woman who
has been once marrie understands the tempers,
the wants, the weakness of our sex ;.she i3 pre-
pared to adapt’ herself to her position.  Of
course I know some men do entertain foolish
prejudices against widows, but, in my opinien; &

ife would be the most likely to make you hap-
'py-l

More of this conversation I cannot record,
for I have only a confused recollection that our
tete-te-tete eontinued till after midnight ; and
when the recter’s horse was brought to the
door, he mounted briskly, with these parting
words: ¢ Leave it all to we, Gerrard : I wil]
give the first bint,.and you'll find it all plain-
sailing after that.’ 4
(To be continued.)

FASHIONARBLE CHUROH I
NEW YTORH.

You enter the church porch. The portly sex-
ton, with his thumbs in the arm holes of his
vest, meets you at the door.. He glances at you
—your hat and’ coat are new, so_he graciously
escorts you toan eligible seat in’ the' broaq
aisle. Close behind youfollows a poor, meek,
plainly clad seamstress, released from her tread.
mill round to think, one day in seven, of God !
The sexton is struek with sudden business ! She
stands embarrassed one moment-~then, as the
truth dawns upon her, retraces her steps, and
with a' erimson blush, recrosses the threshold
;;vhic'h she has profined ' with ‘her plebian
eet !

dark to the organ. ‘It is a.strain from Nor-
ma slightly Sabbath-ized. Now, the worehip-
pers one after another glides m—silks raitse,
plumes wave, ‘satin glistens, diamonds glitter,
and scores of forty dollar handkerchiefs shake
out their perfumed odor. What an absurdity
to preach the gospel of the lowly Nazarite 1o
suchaset ! “The clergymen knows better than
todo so. He values his fat salary and hand.-
some . parsonage too highly, so with velyer
tread the walks round the Ten ('ommandmenta‘
places) the dewniest. pillow undey the profii-
gote’shead and ushers him with seraphic hymn-
jing into an *upper ‘ten’ heaven,—~Finny
pFernl 4

HABITS,

Like flakes of snow that fall unpereeived
upon “the earth, ‘the seemingly wnimportant
SVeRLS of life suceeed one-another. As the snrv
gathers together, 56 are our habits formed. "No
single flake that is added to the pile produces a
sensilile change ; no single action creutes, how-
ever it may exhibit, a man's chasacter ;
the tempest hurls the avalahche
tain, and overwhelms the irha
bitatior, so passion, ACUNE" wij'oh the elements
of mischief, which pernicious babits have bronght
together by -imperceptible dccumulation, . may
overthrow the edifice of trugh and virtue,—Js-
remy Bentham.

)

but as
‘down the moun-
bitant-and his ha-

LA WATER ¢ QUADR
AMERICs

We drove 1o the bathing sands, where gen-
tlemen take charge of ladies in- the surf; 1e
was-to me a very singular and AMusing geenev—-
numerous earriages, drawy up. before a semi-
circle of small bathing houses, containing gaily
dressed occupants, who had taken their mariv e
walk, or were waiting for the ladies, young and
old, still frf)licking about among the waves, chil-
dren dancmg in and out, gentlemen handing
about theiy Pretty partners as if they weredan-
Cing: water quadrilles. and heads, young and
old, with Streaming hair, d ripping ihand oot ;
It Was very droll, very lively, and I daresay
Very amusing toail engaged.” Noaccident has
ever, occurred here, for the bay is protected by
capes on enach side, and the watey very shallow
for some distance out,

ILLE I

GOOD  ADVICH.

Use not to-day what to-morraw may. want ;
neither leave that to bhazard, which foresight
may- provide for, or care prevent. © Work while
ii s called to-day, fir you know not how much
you may be hindred to-mercoy, One to-day. is
worth two to-morrows, No man can be provi-

nt, your life out—some gne who

dent of Ens_ time that 1 g0t prudent in the
choice of hig company,

exson who has had that experience of married -



