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PROGRESS OF STEAM SHIP BUILDING

The war being over, and steam transports no
longer required by the government, the mail
packet service is again looking up., Mail
steamers have commenced running to South
Africa ; the Australian mail contract begins
next Month ; Canadian mail packets have been
put on, and it is probable that shortly screw
mail steamers will again run to Brazil. Before
long, there will be 150 English mail steam
packets, the tonnage of which will amount to
nearly 10,000 tons, and the cost to the British
government will be not much less than a mil-
lion and a half of money. Will steam-packet
companies ever subsist without government
subsidies ; the General Screw Company and
Mr Vanderbilt, the great American shipowner,
who are very good judges, declere that subsi-
dies are absolutely necessary to sustain the ex-
istence of steam-packet companies. To justify
governments in giving subsidies it has been al-
so0 said that, though mail steam-packet lines
do not pay a government in the shape of pos-
tage, they pay the country well, in assisting
and developing commerce. Moreover, the sub-
sidy system certainly has not entirely prevent-
ed vast improvements being eﬂ'ec:ted in steam-
ship building. This will be obvious when we
compare the present with the former ships of
the mail packet companies, such as Cunard’s
Persia and Acadia, with the Royal Mail Com-
pany’s Atrato and great Western, and the
Peninsular Company’s Pera and Royal Tar.—
Some years ago, the chief aim in building
steam-ships was to attain speed. This it was
thought, could only be accomplished by build-
ing them with little room for cargo, and work-
ing them by machinery, which consumed enor-
mous quantities of fuel. The expense of work-

P ing such ships was so great that they did not

carry the little merchandise they had room for,
because the charge for conveying it was neces-
sarily so extravagant as to neutralise the pro-
fit arising from the speed with which the
goods were sent into their market. For some
time part the desideratum in steam-ship build-
ing has been to combine great speed and ca-
pacity for eargo with diminished working ex-
penses. The South-western Company have
been successful in attaining this object. Their
French and Channel Island mail packets are
some of the fastest ships in the world, and the
two they have just built carry three times as
much eargo, are equally fast, and consume one-
third less fuel than the Courier and Despateh,
which were built upon the old plan, for speed
only, But the South-western Company’s
packets are comparatively small ones, and it

" 18 far more difficult to attain the desideratura

in large steamers.

One of the most important eras in the history
of steam navigation was the introduction of
screw propellors, A few years ago, when the
Peninsular Company built their first screw
steamer, the government hesitated to accept it
a3 a mail packet. Now one-half the large
fleet of that company consists of screw steamers
and a short time since, out of 40 large mail
packets in the Southampton docks, upwards of
20 of them were screws. By the improve-
ments in the build and machinery of these
steamers they have attained enormous speed,
and afford immense capacity for cargo with
comparatively small expenditure of fuel.

What will ultimately be the sustained and
working speed of steam-packets? When rajl-
roads were first thought of a speed of ten miles
an hour was all that was anticipated; yet a
sustained speed of 60 miles and a working one
of 40 miles an hour have been attained.—
Steamers, of course, can never compete with
railways in speed, because the resistance of the
atmosphere and wheel friction is much less
than that of water; but the speed of steam-ves-
sels has been gradually increasing. In the
early government mail steam packet contracts
9 miles an hour was the stipulated speed. Tt
was afterwards increased to 10 miles, and lat-
terly to nearly 12 miles an hour. The work-
ing and paying speed is usually 5 or 6 miles an
hour less than the experimental one. A stea-
mer without any cargo on board, going over the
measured mile in Stokes Bay, in smooth water,
is very different from the same’ steamer deeply
laden crossing the Bay of Biscay or the Atlan-
tic Ocean. The Persia, however, on her re-
cent celebrated quick voyage frem New York
to Liverpool, must have averaged 13 miles an
hour for 216 successive hours, This may be
considered then as the standard at present of a
sustainel profitable speed for ocean steam-
ships. Take the fastest steamer now afloat,
and she would, if unladen, and in smooth wa-
ter, without any wind, tide, or current to over-
come, run at the rate of upwards of 18 miles
an honr. Now, when it is considered what is
the resistance which water must offer to aship,
and that the speed of a brisk wind is enly 15
miles an hour, the triumphs aiready achieved
in ship-building ave indeed something marvel-
lous. ¢
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Tailoring Establishment.

The Sahscriber returns bis sincera thanis to bir
numerous patrozg for their very liberal suppart
sinea hig arrival in Miramichi, and begs to sgmre
taem no effort will be wanting on his part 1o merit
& continuancs of the same.

. A BLAIR.

WA Opposite Bowser’s Holel,
Chatham, 16th Auguzt, 1857

} Operations at the diggings had been impeded
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ENGLAND.—Monetary and Commercial Re-
view.—The advices from Melbourne, received
by the Sardinia, extend to the 26th of June, and
are upon the whole, of a satisfactory character.

by the heavy rains, but the yield of gold had
nevertheless turned out well. New gold fields
are announced. One is in New South Wales,
near Wellington. Large quantities of gold
had been exsracted. The other gold field is
near Nelson, in New Zealand. The total sum
of the gold received at Melbourne by escort
from the beginning of the year tothe 2lst of
June was 1,328,874 ounces. The balance of
the trade continued to be largely in favour of
the Colony. In the week ending June 19, the
vale of the exports were £305,000; imports
£248,000. Surplus of exports overimports for
the expired portion of the year ahout £2,000,000
Exchanges had fallen to 1 per cent. discount,
the banks purchasing rates.  Agriculture and
and domestic manufactures were extencing.—
The supply of labour at Melbourne was scanty,
and suitable servants were much wanted.—
Gold was worth £3 16s 3d per ounce,

The money market (according to Mr William
Avens, 13, Tokenhouse Yard, Lothbury, Lon-
don) is in acondition that has occasioned much
preplexity, and a very gencral amount of un-
easiness. The demand during the week has
been large and eonstant, both upon the Bank
and in Lombard Street, and there are no visi-
ble signs of its immediate abatement. At the
same time, the Consol Settlement which was
brought to a termination yesterday has caused
much inquiry upon the Stock Exchange ; and
the pressure in this quarter can hardly Le ex-
pected to diminish for the present, seeing that
the Railway and Foreign Settlements cceur
next week, while the final instalment upon
the Loan, amounting to £1,000,000, is
due next Thursday. Concurrently with the
adverse influence arising from these circum-
stances is the great demand for gold from the
Continent. The market, besides beingaffected
by these circumstances, has been unsettled by
rumours that the Bank of England would yes-
terday find it necessary to increase the mini-
mum rate of discount, from 4} to 5 per cent.—
So that on the whole, the condition of the
money market is practically not one to give
much, if any, hope of improvement, though
we have reason to believe that the banks and
discount houses have still good reserves.

In the manufacturing districts the general
condition of trade has improved, owing to the
satisfactory reports of the harvest throughout
the Kingdom —Wilmer § Smith’s European
Times.

The Windham Testimonial.—The Birming-
ham Windam committee kavedetermined upon
presenting to the distinguished hLero of the
Redan a magnificent piece of plate. It is m
the form of a shield, surrounded by figures in
bas-relief, representing the various events
which took place in the attack of the’Redan,
from the first advance, when Windham, sword
in hand, cut his way through the crowd of
Russians, who vainly endeavoured to oppose
his entrance, with the loss of two thirds their
number, until his final retrogade, with the
prudent and expressed purpose of returning
with strong reinforcements to secure the pos-
session of the Redan. The subseriptions for
this testimonial already amount to about £200.

French and Englik Fishermen.—Hartlepool,
September 10.—The malpractices committed by
the French Fishermen with impunity upon
the Northumberland coast have extended to
this coast also, and many have been the com-
plzints made by our Fishermen with respect to
the conduct of the Frenchmen, wko, not con-
tent with encroaching within the prescribed
limits in contravention of the regulations laid
down by the international treaty, have com-
mitted considerable damage an.ong the nets of
our men. During the past fortnight the two
French government steamers 1e Corse and the
Chamois have been upon the coast, keeping
watch over the interests of the French Fishers,
but have been of no avail in preventing or
checking their illegal acts, and, as no govern-
ment vessel has been on the coast for the pro-
tection of the English Fishermen, there was no
redress to be obtained. Our men got up a
petition a few days ago, addressed to the
Board of Trade, setting forth their grievanees,
and praying for the presence of & government
vessel so look after their interests. In com-
pliance, it is understood, with this request,
the war steamer Otter, Licutenant Groves,
arrived on the coast last week, and, atter hold-
ing an inquiry at Shields inte the charges pre-
ferred there against the Frenchmen, she came
down here, when, on Sunday night. she took
by surprise five vessels mcrhzxc'ning upon the
English grounds.  These vessels were im-
mediately eaptured, and brought into the har-
bour. It wasat first propos\"ed to bring the
captains before the macistrates and deal with
them according to the law regulating the fish.
ery, but the two French vessels being at the
time in the harbonr, it was deemed adviscable
to leave the arrangement as to punishment in

the hands of the eommanders of the three ves-
sels. This was accordingly done, and a suit- |
able reprimand having been given, the vessels I
and the erews were punished by being detained |
in the harbour until last night, thus having
lost two days fishing, which is hoped will
prove a waruning to the ethers, : |

Widows of Distinguished Officers.—TTe Queen ’
has been pleased to ordain and declare that'

Eliza Rosetta Massey Correy, the widow of the
late Rear-Admiral Armar Lowry Corry ; Eli-
zabeth Boxer, the widow of the late Rear-Ad-
miral Edward Boxer, C. B. ; Caroline Buck-
nall Estcourt, the widow of the late Major-Ge-
neral James Bucknall Estcour ; Mary Tylden,
the widow of the late Brigadier-General Wm.
Burton Tylden ; Katherine Adams, the widow
of the late Major-General Henry William
Adams, C. B. ; andSophy Eliza Fox Strang-
ways, the widow of the late Brigadier-Gener-
al Thos. Fox Strangways; shall have, hold, and
enjoy the same style, title, place, and prece-
dence to which they would have been entitled
had their husbands (who lost their lives in the
public service during the late war) survived
and had been respectively invested with the
insignia of knigkts commanders of the Most
Honorable Order of the Bath, for which ho-
nour they, among others, would have been re-
commended to Her Majesty, as notified in the
London Gazette of the 10th July, 1855, had
they survived. Andalso to command that the
said royal order and declaration be registered
in her Majesty’s College of Arms.

Monument to the Duke of Wellington.—Sir
Benjamin Hall, Bart., M. P., as Chief Commis-
sioner of Works, has given notice that it isthe
intention of her Majesty’s government to erect
a monument in 8, Paul's Cathedral to the me-
mory of the late Duke of Wellington,
and has invited designs from artists of all
countries.

IrrLanp.—It is stated that the number of
English and Scotch settled in Ireland is now
more than double what it was only ten years
ago.

Gen. Sir Colin Campbell has arrived in Dub-
lin, and was entertained at dinner on Tues-
day, the 9th by his Excellency, the Lord-Lieu-
tenant.

A Tipperary paper says the potatoe in that
locality is sound and healthy ; while, accord-
ing to another account from the same part of
the country, there is not a single diseased pota-
toe to be found there.

The Rev. T. O’Mally, a Roman Catholic
clergyman, suggests that the chaplains, Pro-
testant and Roman Catholic, who had accom-
panied the army at the seat of war, should
be entertained at the approaching Crime-
an banquet, ; ’

Russta.— Evacuation of Kars by the Russians.
—The Times correspondent at Constantino-
ple writes, on the 28th August:—Kars has
been evacuated by the Russians. The Turks
took possession on the 6th instant. With re-
ference to the unsuccessful attack on Kars, the
Russian officers say that Mouravieff was en-
tirely against an attack, and opposed it to the
last moment, in spite of the urgent entreaties
of several of his officers ; but the troops were
sodissatisfied at this seeming want of confi-
dence in their leader, that he ‘was in the end
obliged to yield, and ordered the attack. The
destruction of the citadel wall was only partial,
orders having been received from St. Peters-
burgh to stop, from whence also the order for
destruction was given. The accounts of the
state of the country are very sad. Nota Turk-
ish house is standing on the whole teritory
which was occupied by the Russians. The
few crops sown were eatenup by the Cossack
horses. As soon as the Russians began to re—
tire the Turks gradually came back ; but it is
difficult to say how they will be able to subsist
during the seven or eight winter months,.—
The Armenian villages were unmolested. A
number of families petitioned to be allowed to
retire into Russia, after the withdrawal of the
Russian forces, but they were told to remain,
as they are thought mueh more useful in the
enemy’s country, where they had rendered
considerable services during the war. The
Kuards are, however, allowed to migrate into
Russia, and the Russians will thus acquire a
most efficient means of annoying the Turks,
as these Kurds will be always ready to make
predatory incursions into their former country.

Moscow.—Sundayv., September 7.—His Im-
perial Majesty the Emperor Alexander I1. was
solemnly erowned to-day, at 12 o’clock. The
ceremony tock place in the Uspenski Ssobor,
and the act of coronation was performed by
Archbishop Philaretes, the Metropolitan of
Mogcow. Among the special Ambassadors
who were present were Earl Granville, Prince
Esterhazy, M. Castalborgene, and the repre-
sentative of the Sultan, The proceedings had
all that august appearanee which immense pre-
paration had designed. An immense crowd
assembled at the Kremlin Palace, and in the
streets, and very great enthusiasm was cvery-
where manifested. The ringing of bells, the
firing of cannon, the parade of troops, the cere-
monials of the church, the procession to the
Palace, and the decorations of the city, ren-
dered the whole affair most inspiriting. The
coronation was favoured by beantiful weather,
Count Orloff was created a Prince, Prince
Woronzoff a field-marshal, and Generals de
Berg and Soumarokhoff counts.

Porrvearn.—The Madrid 'Epoca thus des-
cribes the situation of Portugal :(—

¢« That country has been extremely disquict
since the overthrow of the Saldanba Ministry.
On the approach of the elections partiesare in a
state of the greatest agitation, and, unfortunate-
ly the army is not well disposed in favor of or-
der and public tranguility. We should not
con rently be surprised to hear of an out-
break in the country. Cholera has begun to
decrcase in Lishon, but the provision  ques-
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tion e¢ontinued to present the most alarm-

ing aspect.’

In cousequence of the recent events at Lisbon
the Spanish Government Liad ordered the cor-
vette Mazarredo, the brig Constitution, and'the

steamer Cortes to proceed forthwith to the Ta-
gus and remain there at the disposal of the
Spanish Charge d’ Affaird at Lisbon. The Ma-
zarredo left Barcelona on the 28th ult. for that
destination.

Irary.—A letter from Ancona, in the Opini-
one of Turin, of the 3rd., states that the Aus-
trians have established a new battery at Anco-
na, near the lighthouse, and exchanged all the
old guns for new ones received from Austria,
showing that they have no intention of evacu-
ating the place soon.

The Parma Gazette announces that the state
of reige will be raised on the 10th inst. The
uncondemned prisoners will be sent before the
ordinary tribunals.

A letter from Lucca of the 3rd mentions the
condemnation of several persons by the Su-
preme Court of that town to various degrees of
imprisonment for having formed part of a re-
publican conspiracy. 'The chief members
thereof, a schoolmaster, named Martinelli, and
a tailor, ramed Peruzzi, have been condemn-
ed to sixty-three months’ imprisonment in
irons, the others to much shorter periods of the

 same punishment.

PiEDMONT,—A subscription for the purchase
of 100 uns of Alessandria had been opexned at
Rome, notwithstanding the measures taken by
the police to prevent it.

Grerce.—The Marseilles correspondent of
the Times says :—¢ A letter dated Athens, the
29th ult., received by the Caradoc, states that
a serious difference had arigen between the com-
mander-in-chief of the French army of occupa-
tion and the Greek government,

SWiT2ERLAND.—Insurrection in Neufchatel.—

The Suisse, under date of Berne, Sept. 4,
publishes the following :—This morning the
castle of the town of Neufchatel were still in
the hands of the insurgents, when suddenly
the report was spread that the town was sur-
rounded by Republican troops. The Royalists
first thought they had to deal with volunteers
from Chaux de Fonds, but they were consider-
ably surprised on finding themselves face to
face with the patriots of the valley of Travers.
500 men, commanded by Col. Denzler, who
had advanced during the night, and as they ap-
proached the town they werejoined by rein-
forcements from all directions. They halted
near Neufchatel, at the foot of the hills. A
sanguinary engagement ensued, but it wes
soon decided, and the Republican eolours were
hoisted upon the castle. The Royalists lost
12 killed, 50 wounded and more than 100 pri-
soners. We are not yet aware of the loss on
the Republican side. ©One of the Counts
Pourtales was taken priconer ; Le is danger-
ously wounded ; his death is even reported.
Some of the leaders of the insurrection, inelud-
ing Col. de Meuron have-escaped. The coun-
cillors of State, Piaget, Humbert, and Jeanre-
naud, are prisoners. The government has re-
sumed its functions, and the perfect Matthey
has returned to Neufeliatel. Order is there-
fore re-established. 4

Fraxce.—The Freneh governmert has pro-
hibited M. Manin from receiving the subscrip-
tions which he proposed to dofor the purchase
of cannon for Piedmont,

By adecree of the minister of Public Instruc-
tion, the functions of director of the Irish Re-
ligious Institution established in France, have
been united to those of the head of the Irish

College. The Abbe Miles has been named di-
rector.
Improvement of the Steam Engine. — M.

Joyeux, a young engineer of Marseilles, has
invented a new stewm engine, which, it is
said, will effect a saving of 80 per cent. in the
consumption of fuel, M. Joveux has obtained
a patent for his invention, and has been fur-
ther permitted by the Emperor to submit his
plans to the minister of commerce, in order
that they may be referred to a special com-
mission. A model of M. Joyeux’s gteam en-
gine is.being eomstrueted at 2 foundry espeeial-
ly establishied for that purpose in Marseilles.
Military Execution in Paris.—~Sureau, a sol-
dier of the 51st Regiment, who was recently
condemned to death by a court-martial for the
murder and robbery of an old woman named
Gauthier, on the 29th of May last, was execn-
tedon Monday. At 4 o’clock in the morning
a priest came to his cell in the military prisen,
Rue du Cherche-Midi, and awoke him.—
Sureau jumped instantly from his bed, and on
being told that his lust day bad arrived, he
broke out into imprecations against certain
persons for not having—as he alleged they
might have done—procured him a commuta-
tion of punishment; but after a while he, on
the exhortation of the chaplain, became calmer
confested to him, and expressed regret for his
crime. He then wrote a letter to higs mother.
He was then taken to the chapel. where mass
wassaid. When it was over he said to the
prisoners present, My friends avoid brandy
and bad women! It was when intoxicated
with ‘brandy that I committed my crime !—
Adieu! Iam about to expiate my fault!—
Ile afterwards expressed a desire to have some-
thing to eat, and a breakfast was provided for
him, of which he ‘partook heartily. He was
then conveyed in a van to Vincennes, and on
his way he passed before the house in which
his crime was committed, No fewer than
6,000 goldiers of the garrison of Vincennes and
Paris were assembled in the Champ de Ma-
neeuvres to witness the execution, and several
Prussian, Bavarian, and Belgian officers were
present. ‘The troops were drawn up in a vast
square, so-that each man could see clearly all
that took place, and four soldiers, four corpo-
rals, and four sergeants, all the oldest of their

arace were formed into a platoon to shoot the
criminal. Scveral officers, deputed by the




