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Why looking so sad, 
Have the fates been against thee 
Or art thou going mad; * 

# ails thee *—thow lone one, ~~ 

Lcan’t see a rummy, 
et me look where I will; 
ve a lot of good Liquor 

As e'er came from the still, 
‘This eursed « Prohibition’ 

as ruined my trade, 
For years I have flourished 

it now I must fade. 

ly Puneheons and Jars 
Stand mocking around, 
And tell of the influence 
I had in the town; 
My hopes now are blighted, 
My customers flown, ; ‘ 
Good-bye to the traffic, 
Buy I with a groan—Hz pres. i 
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UNITED STATES. ; 
Toe American papers inform. ug that the 

House of Representatives had nat made choice 
of'a Speeker up to the 31st Decr., on which day the President, without the usual formal notice 
of the organization of the two houses, by a joint 

* committee from the same, sent down by his Pri- 
vate Secretary, a written copy of his Message 
This caused, considerable excitement. Mr. 
Clingman moved that it be read. Mr. Morgan 
called for the yeas and nays, and several mem- 
bers struggled fiercely to get the floor.” After 
& very animated debate and much confusion, it 
vas decided, 87 against 126, that the message 
should not Le read, and the whole subject was laid on the table, 

This mode of procedure, it is reported, was adopted by the President, to get the Message to England before the meeting of Parliament, 
‘The Message is not very lengthy, contrasting it with other similay documents, but it contains some items of peculiar interest tothe people of + the Colonies, in reference to matters in course “of negociation and in dispute between the two ~ Governments ; we have devoted considerable 
space to extracts. They relate principally to the Central American question, and the Ty. 

~ listment of Foreigners, 
FOREIGN RELATIONS—CLN IX Lx TRAL AWERICA, Whilst relations of un ity continue to exist 
3 with some of them grave question are de- ‘pending, whieh may require the consideration of Congress. Ofsuch questions the most im- portant is that whieh has arisen out of the ne- itations with Great Britain, in reference to ‘entrel America. By the convention conclu- 

of April, 1850, both parties covenanted that 
either will ever occupy, fortify, colonize, as- 
sume or exercise any dominion over Niesragua, 
Costa Rica, the Mosquito Coast, or shy part of 
Central America. Itwastle undoubted under- 
standing of the United States in making this 
treaty that all the present states of the former 
republic of Central America and the entire ter- 

independence, and that both contracting parties 
engaged equally and to the same extent for the 
present and for the future; that if either then 
had any elaim or right in Central America, 
such claim and all occupation or authority un- 

stipulations of the convention ; and that no 
dominion was thereafter to be exercised or as- 
sumed in any part of Central Americaby Great 
Britain or the United States. This government 
consented to restrictions in regard to a region of 
country wherein we had specific and peculiar 
interests only upon the convention, that the 
like restrictions were in the same sense obliga- 
tory on Great Britain. But for this understan- 
ding of the foree and effect of the convention, it 
would never have been concluded by us. So 
clear was this understanding on the part of the United States, that in a correspondence conten. poraneous with the ratification of the “conven 
‘tion, it was distinctly expressed that the mutu- 
al covenants of non-oceupation were not inten- ded to apply tothe British establishment at the Balize. This qualification is to ke ascribed 
to the fact that, in virtue of successive treaties with previous sovereigns of the country, Great Britain had obtained a concession of the right to cut mahogany or dye woods at the Balize, but with positive exclusion of all domain or so- vereignty, and thus it confirms the natural con 
struction and understood importof the treaty, as to all the rest of the region to which the stipu- 
lations applied. It, however, became apparent at an early day after entering on the discharge of my present functions, that Great Britain stil] continued in the exercise or assertion of large authority in all parts of Central America, com- monly called the Mosquito coast, and covering the entire length of the state of Ni , and a part of Costa Rica, that she regarded the Bg. lize as her absolute domain, and was gradual] extending its limits at the expense of the State of Honduras, and that she had formally coloni- zed considerable insular group known as the Ba Islands, and belonging by right to that state, All these acts or pretensions of Great Britain being contrary to the rights of the states of Cen- tral America, and to the manifest tenor of her stipulations with the United States as under- stood by this government, have beem made the subject of negotiations through the American Minister at London. 

I transmit herewith the instructions to him on the subject and the correspondence between him and the British Secretary for foreign af- faizs, by which you will perceive that the two governments ciffer widely and irreconcilably as to the construction of the convention and its ef- fect on their respeBtive relations to Central America. Great Britain so construes the eon- veation as to maintain all her previous preten- sions over the Mosquito Coast and in different parts of Central America. These pretensions as to the Mosquito Coast are founded on the as- sumption of political relations between Great Britain and the remnant of s tribe of Indians on that coast, entered into at a time when the whole country was g colonial possession of Spain. It cannot be successfully controverted that by the public lav of Europe and America 10 possible act of sueh Indians or their prede- cessors could eonfer on (Great Britain any poli- tical rights, + Great Britain does not oblige the assent of Spain as the origin of her claims on the Mosquito coast. She his on the contrary ¥ repeated and suecessful treaties renounced and relinquished all pretensions of her own and recognized the full and sovereign rights of Spain in the uneqwivocal term. Yet these pretensi- ons so without solid foundation in the begin- ning, and thus repeatedly abjured, were at a recent period revived by Great Britain’ against the Central American States, the legitimate suc- cessors of all the ancient jurisdiction of Spain in that region. They were frst applied only to a defined part of the coast of Nicaragua, af- terwards to the whole of its Atlantic coast, and lastly to a part of the const of Costa Rica, and they are DOW reasserted to this extent, not- withstanding engagements to the United States on the esstern eonst of Nic a, and Costa Rica, the interference of Great ritain though exerted at one time in the form of military oc- cupation of the port of San Jusn Del Norte, have in the peaceful possession of the appropri- &te authorities of the Central American States, 18 Now presented by her asthe rightful exercise over the Misquito tribe of Indians, Butthe es. I hen atthe Balize now reaching far be- yond its territory limits into the - duras and that oF the Ray Taixada oo He 

ime of the ratifics- a 1stoed by this goveru- 
The interpretation which the British Govern. ment thus, in assertion sud act, persists in us- cribing to the convention, entirely changes its character, ; While it holds us to all our our ob- sions, it _ great messure rp ‘ritain from those which constity he con- ‘sideration of this governme: : Re io ¢ covenant. It is imposs ment, for tte United S such a eonstruction of th of the two governments 

ded between the two governments on the 19th 
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withdrawing from the possession or coloniza. 
tion of portions of the Central American states 
of Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the Bri- 
tish government kas, at length, replied, affirm- 
ing that the operation of the treaty is prospee- 
tive only, and did not require Geeat Britain to 

in Central America at the date of its conclusion, 
The. reply substitutes a partial issue in, the 
place of the general one presented Ly the United 
States. The British government passes over the 
question of the rights of Great Britain, real or 

| supposed, in Central America, and assumes 
that she had such rights at the date of the trea- 
ty, and those riglits §omprebended the protee- 

Jurisdiction arid limits of the Balize, and the 
colony of the Bay Islands ; and thereupon pro- ceeds, by implication, to infer that if the stipu- 
lations of the treaty be merely future ‘in effect, 
Great Britain may still continue to hold the cor 
tested portions of Central America, | nod TLe United States cannot admit either the in- 
ferences or the premises... We steadily deny that at the date of the treaty Great Britain had 
any postentions there than the limited and pe- 
culiar establishment at the Balize, and maintain that if she had any, they were surrendered by 
the convention. The Beret having re- 
cognized the obligations of the treaty, has, of course, desired to see it executed by both par- 
ties, and in the discussion, therefore, has not 
looked to rights which a indepen- 
dently of the treaty, 1m consideration of our geo- 
graphical position, and of other. circumstances 
which create for us relations tothe Central Am- 
erican states different from thoge ofany govern- 
ment of Hurope. The British government, in its last communication, although well-knowing 
the views of the United States, still declares 
that it sees no reason why a conciliatory spirit 

come the obstacles to asaticfactory adjustment 
of the subject. \ : 
Assured of the correctness of the construction 

of the treaty adhered to by this government, 
and resolved to insist on the rights of the Uni- 
ted States, yet actuated slso by the same desire 

Y | which is avowed by the British Goverzment to remove all causes of sericus misunderstanding between two nations sociated together by so 
kindred, it bas ap- 

peared to me proper not to consider an amica- 
ble solution of the controversy hopeless. There 
is, however, reason to apprehend that with 
Great Britain in the actual occupation of the 
disputed territories, the treaty will remain prac- 
tically null, so far ds regards our rights. As 
this international difficulty cannot remain long undetermined without involving serious dan- 
gers the friendly relations which it is the inter- est as well as the duty of both countries to che- rishand preserve, it will afford me sincere gra- tification if future efforts shall result in the suc- 
cess anticipated heretofore with more confi- 
dence than sheaspect of the case permits me now 
to entertain. 

RECRUITMENT, 
One other subject of discussion between the Unmited States and Great Britain has grown out of the attempt which the exigencies of of the war in which she is engaged with Rus- sia induced her to draw recruits irom the Uni- ted States. 

oo It4s the traditional and settled policy of the United States to maintain impartial neutrality during the wars which from time to time occur among the great powers of the world, perform- ing all the duties of neutrality towards the res- Pective belligerent States, we may reasonably expect them not to interfere with our lawful enjoyments of its benefits. Notwithstanding the existence of such hostilities our citizens ro- tain the individual right to continue all their accustomed pursuits by land or by sea, at home or abroad, subject only to such restrictions in this relation as thelaws of war, or usages of na- tions or rpecial treaties may impose, and it ie our sovereign right that our territory and juris- etions should not be invaded by either of the belligerent parties for the transit of their ar- mies, of operations of their fleets, the levy of troops for their service, the fitting out of crui- sers by oragainst exther, or any other act or in- cident of war. And their undeniable rights of neutrality, individual and nationel, the United States willunder no circumstances surrender. In pursuance of this poliey the laws of the United States do not forbid their citizens to sell to either of the belligerent powers articles contraband of war, or 10 take munitions of war, or soldiers on board their private hips for tran- port, and although in so doing the individual citizen exposes hig property or person to some of the hazards of war, his acts do not involve any breach of neutrality, nor of themselyes implicate the government, "Thy during the progress of the present war in LBurope our citizens have 
esponsibility therefore sold gunpowder and arms to gl buyers, regardless of the destination of those articles. Ourmerchants have heen, and stil] continue, to be lar, ely em- ployed by Great Britain and by France in trans- Porting troops, provisions and munitions of wer to the prinei "el seat of military operatiens, and I bringing fiome their sick and wounded gol diers. But such use our méreantile marine is not interdicted either by the vational, or by our umicipal law, and therefore does not comyro- Mise our neutral relations with Russia, But our municipal law, in accordance with thelaw of nations, Peremptorily forbids, not only fo- TeIgners, out our own citizens, to fit out within the limits of the United States, a vessel to com- mit hostilities against any state with which the United Mates gro at peace, or to in 

3 
convention according to its obvious import, by [ther of the belligerent yotvers, 

) ; abandon or contract one possessions held by her | ritory of each would Leunceforth enjoy complete | 

torship of the Mosquitto Indians, the extended 

may not enable the two governments to over- | B 

lest private armd- 
ed eruicers or other veacels in the service of one 

| might be fitted out in the ports of this country 
[to depredate i the property of the other, ail 
{such fears have proved to De uiterly ground- 
less. Our citizens have been withheld from 
{amy such act or purpose, by good faith and by 
respect for the aw. 
While the laws of our Union are thus pererep- 

forudy in their prohibition of the equipment or 
armament of belligerent cruisers in our porte, 
they provide notless absolutely that no person 
shall within the texritory or jurisdiction of the 
United States, enlistor enter, or to go beyond 
the limits or Wind | the United Stater, 
with intent to be enlisted or entered in the 
service of any foreign state, either as a soldier 
OT 8s & marine or seaman ox 
sel of war, letter of marque, 
these enactments are also in strict conformity 
with the Laws of Nations, which declares thet 
no state has the right to raise troops for lavd cr 
‘sea service in another state witho 8 Con- sent , and that whether forbidden by th i cipal laws or not, the veryattempt to do it vm 3 
out such content is an attack on the nation 

privateer, snd 

and the municipal law of the United States, no 
solicitude on the subject was cutertamed by 
this government -when, a year since, the Bii- 
tish Parliement passed act an to provide for the 
enlistment of foreigners in the military service 
of Great Britain. Nothing on the face of the 
act, or in the public histery, indicated that the 
British government proposed to attempt re- 
‘cruitment in the United States, nor did it ever 
give intimation of cueh intention to this govern. 
ment, It waga matter of surprise, therefore, 
to find, subsequently, that the engagement of 
persons within the Uaited States, to proceed 
to Halifax, in the British province of Nova 
Scotia, and there enlist in the service of Greas 
ritain, was going on extensively, with little 

or no disguise. Ordinary legal steps were iwm- mediately taken to arrest and punish parties concerned, and 80 put an end to acts infringing 
the municipal law, and derogatory to our ko- 
vereignity. Meanwhile, suitable representa 
tions on the subject were addressed to the Byi- 
tish government. Thercupon, it became known 
by the admission of the British government it- 
self, that the attempt to draw recruits from this 
country originated with it; or, at least had 
its approval or sanction ; but it also appeared 
that she public agents engaged in it bad strin- 
ent instructions net to violate the municival 
hs of the United States. It is difficult to un- 
derstand how it should Lave been supposed 
that’ troops could be: raised here by Great 
Britain without violation of the municipal 
law, < 
The unmistakeable object of the law was to 

prevent every such ‘act, which, if performed, 
must be either in violation of the law or in 
studied evasion of it, and in either alternative 
the act done would be like injurious to the 
sovereignity of the United States. In the 
meantime the matter acquired additional im- 
portance by the recruitment in the United 
States not being discontinued and the disclo- 
sure of the fuct that they were prosecuted up- 
on a eystematie plan, devised by official au- 
thority ; the recruiting rendezvous had been 
opened in our principal cities, and depots for 
the reception of recruits established on our 
frontier, and the whole business conducted un- 
der the regular co-operation of British officers, 
civil and military, some in the North Ameri- 
can provinces and tome in the United States. — 
The complicity of these officers in an undertak- 
ing which could only be accomplished by defy- 
ing our laws and disregarding our territorial 
rights, is covelucively proved by the evidence 
elicited on the part of such of their agents as 
have been apprehended and convicted, Some 
of the officers thus implicated are of high offi- 
cial position, and many of them beyond our ju- 
risdiction, so that legal proceedings could not 
reach the source of the mischief. These const. 
derations, and the fact that the cause of com- 
plaint was not a mere casual occurrence, but 
a deliberate design, entered upon with full 
knowledge of our laws and national policy, and 
conducted by responsible functionaries, Spel. 
led me to present the case to the Brirish go. 
vernment, in order to secure not only a cerga- 
tion of the wrong, but ita reparation. The sub- 
jeet is still under discussion, the result of 
‘which will be communicated to you in due 

po TR the recornmendations submitted 
to the last Congress, that provision be made for 
the appointment of a Commissioner, in conneq- 

ry line which divides the territory 
hess best from the contiguous british Jce- 
session. By reason of the extent and impor. 

tance of the country in dispute, there kas been 

imminent danger of collission between the 
subjects of Great Britain and the citizeng of 
the United States, including respective autho- 
thorities in that quar. The prospect of a 
speedy arrangement has contributed hitherto 
to induce cu both sides forbearance to assert by 
force what each claim asaxight, Contiguance 
of delay on the part. of the 1W0 governments to, 
act in the matter will increase the danger and 

difficulty of the controversy. 

ter and value of the poseessory rights of 
ho Tradson Bay Company, and the Property 
of the Puget's Sound Agricultural Company, 
reserved in our treaty with Great Britai rca. 
tive to the territory of Oregon. I have reason 
to believe that a cessation of the ri hts of both 
Companies to the United Btates, Which ‘would 
be the readiest means of terminating gl) questi- 
ons, can be obtgined on reasonsble tgrmag, and 
with a view to this end I present the subjecy 
to the attenticn of Congress. 

d of any ves-~ 

sovereignity. Such being tle public rights 

tion with Great Britain, to survey and establish 

Misunderstanding exists as to the extent, 
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