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THE SPIRIT OF THE MAGAZINES, 

From Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal, 

THR BABY TROOPER. 
~~ ©Ox‘the 11th of December, 1808, the chief 

~ pt of the Britisharmy in Spain marched out 
of Salamanca. The weather was cold and win- 
terly, and tha roads almost impassable through 
the heavy rains sd oi were is of 
hope and courage, believing they were advan- 
cig Ehlers im Confident iu their ge- 
neral, and in their own prowest, they wished 
for noting better than to meet, the troops of 
that hostile nation which was then seeking to 
grasp the world. In the reat of the advancing | army. were niumbers of large wagons, whick mo- 
ved on rather heavily through the rough roads. 
Many of them were used for the conveyance, of 
military stores and baggage ; others formed the 
hospital, and were filled with men who were unable to march in their proper place; through sige sia! © Other hey ns still He 
tained the wives, with th ir children, of the offi- 
cers’ AR, hl had been allowed to 
accompany. ‘their husbands in” the cam- 
paigni. 1% i tn : 

Ia one of these, but imperfectly ‘protected 
{tom the. piercing wind, lay a young female, 
who appeared to be in extreme sickness. Her 
delicate form seemed very ill fitted to encoun- 
ter the Wiscom{drty'and dangers of a ‘lone march 
in that inclement season of the year, She was 
whe wife of Captain Gordon of the —— High- 
landers, whom she had accompanied from Eng- 
land, when his, regiment was ordered to the 
Peninsula. The fatigue of oo march through 
Portugal, with the effets o “exposnre to the 
B20 weather which prevailed, had great 
ly impaired a constitution, that. was naturally 
feeble. Moreover, a short time before leaving 
Salamanca, she. had ‘given’ birth to a chi'd, and 
notwithstanding the weak state of her health, 
had passed {htough th crisis ina manner that 
surpassed tha hopes her friends. The fresh 
claims upon her care and attention inspired her 
with ‘unexpected: strength § ‘and when it was 
proposed for‘her to remgin. Lehind, tor a time 
at least, in Salamance, she. declared. herself 
equal 6 the fatigues of the march’ and preferred 

. anyinconseiience toa separation from hey hus- 
and. Andas it appeared very uncertam what 

course’ the amy would “taka, and whether it 
would return again’ to that city, she was allowed 
th accompany it in its progress.’ “Among the 
faw females who had accompanied toe army, 
was the wife of a veteran sergeant in Gordon's 
Compariv, who sited os Huse £0 the young mo- 
thier.” Little Stindie.” for, the child had: been 
tamed Alexander—was conimitted: to. her al- 
most: exelusiver care ; nd hie Mas. fortunate ‘in finding a kisid pnojector, since she on whom the task properly devolved was quite unable to dis 

‘the favourable change in Mrs Gordons health which bad inspired those abous her with hopes 
of ber recovery, provedsto be nly delusive, and 
weaker and less fitted for the hardships of the march’ © ier danger beeamne so apparent, that her husband at last decided to leave her at the 
first town on their course where proper com- 
forts and, attendance could be procured, in- trusting: her to ‘the care of dirs Maggie (as she was commonly termad). the nurse before ailud- 
ed fo. This wis the more necessary, as the 
British were'now. approaching the vieiity of the ewemy who were awsaiting their advance 
in large fore, and a genéral action was expect. | ed very shortly to take place. Captain Gordon 
felt that he should find great difficulty per- 
suading his wife to this separation in a foreign 
land; but as it was the only chavee of presery- 
ing her life to him, and to her infant son, he 
honed to reconcile her to the measure. On the 23vdrof December, the British arrived at Su. 
Cand Soul's division af the ¥reuch army was 
encamped ut a shot distance, and the [English 
geneial ut once made nis dispositions for attack. 
Ing Wim. In this town then, Captain Gordon 
wished to leave his Pelpless family; but his 
purpose was prevented hy the unexpected oe der for an immediate retraat, Iotelhgencs had 

several power- 
heen received of the advanss of ful bodies of traps {row various quarters, threat- cing to enclose the Fritish awd cut off their commurications, The retreat commenced early the next morning, and ‘the troops proceeded by 
favs marches towards Galicia. To leave the &Y sick Tady behind at this Jureture seemed still more distredsing than before; But it soon be- came evideint? that; if she accompanied the Lunhdps any further, she would to sndep the {a- gue : and, hex consent with diffeulty chained it was: resnlved to seek an asylum for her in| the townor (aster Gonzala, “which they ex-| pésteditor peach on tho following day,” Re- geining her dreary tent, her husband spent the | greatGt parteof the: night in sad: reflection, — Thouzhts of Lis eaviy-dife crowded upon him of that pleamnt viitage ampnz the, hi 
the istxearsohid been spent’ and where he 
had first Known hi 
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ied, the wheels being bro 

| fright and 

/ ills where d 

ute wife as an, amishle be 

gave her hand to be the bride of a soldier, and 
to share the chances and dangers of war. But 
a few months before, so blooming, cheerful, and 
happy; how sad was the contrast now I' Her 
life, as it were, trembling doubtfully in the ba- 
lance-—another life dependent upon hers : and 
as for himself, the first battle might sever the 
links that bound them, and leave these loved 
ones more helpless and desolate still. Ag 
length, commending himself and then to the 
care of a protecting Providence, he dismissed 
his gloomy thoughts, and tried to compose him- 
self to slumber. ee 
But long before the late morning had broken 

he was sed from his sleep by the drums beat- 
ing to arms j and leaping to his feet, found thas 
the presence of a large body ot the enemy's ca- 
valry had been reported in the neighbourhood, 
and that anattack in force was anticipated. The 
British horse were in readiness to charge, and 
Infantry were preparad to support them, if re- 
quired. Later in the day,as the English were 
neazing the town, the French cavalry appeared 
ata short distance, and wer: immediately attack- 
ed by an inferior force of British dragoons, 
who succeeded in routing them, and took many 

every precaution was taken ; but the dav pas- 
sed off without any further traces of the foe, 
‘While these things were occurring, however, an 
event took place which deeply concerned the 
chief subjects of our narrative. The troops hav. 
ing advanced very rapidly in the morning, to 
secure the shelter of the town in case of attack, 
a part of the wagon train had been leit at a 
considerable distance behind, and the goard in 
charge of it, on discovering this, urged the dri: 
vers lo greater speed. ‘The ground being ver 
heavy with the incessant rains, this rapid transit 
was both difficult and dangerous ; and they 
had not proceeded far in 
‘wagon in which Mrs. Gordan laid was overturn. 

ken. In -tha hurry of 
the advance, alagmed at the disance at which 
they were left, and the sounds which reached 
them of cavalry-trumpets and the report of car. bines, the rest of the train passed op, and the. 
shattered vehicle remained behind. The Spa- 
niards whe drove the mules, Observing this, out 
the traces and instesd-of remaining to repair the 
accident, followed ths others at the top of theiy 
speed. The sick lady and hey infant were thug deft, with ‘no other companion than Mage; 
iwho seemed stupified ana overwhelmed at the calamity which had befallen them. 
recovering herself, however, she proceeded to extricate her chargs from the ruins, when she 
fourd Mrs, Gercon quite insensible from the 

: in’ this shock she had sustained, 
ezing atmosphere, 
at length return- 

‘condinon, exposed to the fre 

imated faintly to 

she remained for some time; 
[ing to eonsciousness, she int y 
ber companion that she was dying, and ‘Mag- 
gi saw: that it was too trae. Her first im- 
pulse was (0 send a messenger to Captain Gor- 
iden, that, if possible, he might witness the 
dust moments of his wife : on hurriedly pro- posing tLis, she was unswered by a look which 
told her mistress’s dving wish most plainly) — Maggie stooped to take the infant, but the mo- 
ther'sarms closed convulsively araund her babe, and 80 she leit him in that embrace, ‘hoping to 
find some ore near who would tike the sal message to Captain Gordon, She went a long distance however, without meeting with a sin- gle person ; and at length, giving up the matter 
aa hopeless, and seeking to retrace hep steps, she discovered that, in her agitation, and in the fog which prevailed, she had missed the track. Finally instead of returning, as she wished to ner dying mistress, she found herself on the bank of a large river, and at a consideranle dis- tance from Castro Gonzalo, : 

Listiessed beyond measure at this misfor- tune, Maggie arrived towards evening at the bridge which conducted into the town. It was kept by a body of English troops, who directed 
her to the quarter occupied hy Captain Gor- 
do's regiment. In words broken by grief she rarrated to the afflicted husband the events of 
the day, who immediately obtained leave to take a goard of men, and ‘return to the spot where the accident had occurred. Arrived there, they found the body of 
lady + iife had apparently lef some hours be- tore ; the hoar-frost had settleg on her hair, and the limbs were stiffened wip) extraordina~ ry rigidity. Of the infant, nothing was 10 he seen ; they searched all round the spot with 

(arms, saying : 

‘husband, who was ki 

prisoners. A farther attack was expected, and | 2 
very prec shall nurse h'm fo 

‘messieurs, as our child 
Le Ca 
ler.) 

The tears 

this way, before the | 

the marks 

was dressed in plain attire, but his bearing «ut ‘once denoted his mili 

ded in 

them to a speedy de 
spend their remaining 

Quickly | 
ment. throughout the whole 

tien, he remained 

| partly te institut 

the escape from Elba, Major G permissionsto at 

years’ absence, 

{Test of his time on earth. 

the captain's | G 

torches, but in vain, © He hag evidently been removed by some person who hag witnessed, or come up after, the mother's death, Then they noticed that the covering which had been thrown over the corpse, leaving pthing but! the face exposed, was embroidersq with the | eagle, and bore the initals * G. qe B.,’ with the title "of one of the Xrench regiment. It was, in fact, the cloak of a French cavalry sol- dier. j A grave wes hastily dug by the rogduide and the remains of the departed, ss voutlhifel and- beloved, were tenderly placed in it. The fune- ral was consecrated by the SOTrow of the deso- late husband, and bry the tears of the rude sal fers was joined m it. and then they left her to her quiet slumber. ‘The peasants in the nejgh. 
anil beautiful child , honghits of a long sepa tion, of returning to find her-more amisbie and: béautitul thanzeter, buy an orplinn and friend. lese—of tho [x 

24 

‘placed a 

ank frustfalness with which she g 

urhood, hearing the melancholy history, ude cross to mark the site of the tomb, \ ; i Shortly after Maggie's d 
8 messenger, a treoy of t 

. 
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i PON a gonyse | which few besides herself would figyg gy S Ouse | Lencugzh to hig 5 ile have Leen bold ! 

that was hovering on the rear of the re. 
treating army, arrived at the scene of the acci- dent we have related. They found Mrs, Gor- 
don at the pomt of death, and she expired in| 
their presence. The officer in commang , Obser- 
ving that the infant she embraced was living, 
and apparently healthy, compassionated its for-J saken condition.  IMismounting, he took the child from the grasp of his ill-fated mother, and 
turning gaily to his men, held him out in his 

¢ Now, mes enfans, which of you wiil volun. teer to be nurse to this bantling ? This young 
leopard’s cub shall have the eagle for a foster mother. © What say you, ney friends ©” A loud laugh followed the suggestion, and several of the troop sprang forward to ease their leader of his strange burden. It was committed to the care of a young corporal, who said, as he re- ceived the child : : 

¢ There will be somn 
mes freres, which wiil 
ment than telling her e 

work for Jeanne here, 
find her better employ- 
troal tales about her 
lled at Marengo, and her beau garcon, who got himself drowned in the Seine.’ i 

* Good, Francois,’ aid the captain. ¢ Jeanne 
Tus ; and, since these English have left him here to. die, we will adopt him, 

sand he shall be catjed 
'—(The Baby Troop- 

So saying, be covered the lifeless ‘mother with his own cloak, alter gazing) fora few mo- ments with great interest upon her features, were glistening in his ayes, ounted, saying to himselfas he did 

valier  Poupon 

when he rem: 
80 : 

¢ So young, and so unhappy*! But it is the fate of war.’ 
Towards the close of the summer of 1815, as traveller, youthful mn appearance, Lut bearing 

of suffering and ill-health, arrived at a pleasant village in the west of Scotland. Me 

d tary profession. |v was nne of those arrivals so comnon at that period in every part of that kingdom, whea soldiers, wour,- the closing battle of the French wars, came wearily to their native homes, many of 
ath, and many more to 
days as maimed and dis. 

the glory of war,’ 
In question was Captain, now 
He had fought with his regi- 

war in. the Penin- 
Jib was ordered to Ame- 
d at Vienna. The oss 
ysterious. disappearance 
y affected his health and 

gagerments in which he had 
t with a reckless bravery 
death. Latterly , however his mind, tempered by time and religion, had become Jess gloomy ; and hig stay on the con. unent, after pezee had been proclaimed, was partly torecruit his enfeebled constitution, and © some enquiries as'to the fare “Inthe campaign which followed 

ordon obtained 
0 another High- 
ke final struggle 

severely. wounded. 
Brussels in a most 

abled witnesses to * 
The traveller 

Major Gordon, 

sula ; and when, in 1814 
behin 

of his wife, and the m 
of his child, had sensib) 
spirits; and in the en 
taken part, he: fough 
that seemed to cours 

of “his child, 

tach himself 1. and regiment, and fought int at Waterloo. where he was 
He spent many - weeks in 
critical condition i and when at last he was able to travel by easy stages towards his own coun- try, it was with the conviction that he could not long S{irvive his injures, ‘Thus, after ‘seven el he revisited the place of his birth. His sole surviving relative was an aged aunt, and with her, among the scenes of his youth and early love, he wished to spend the 

1 

Shortly after his arrival. here, 
visit from one who had been ¢ 
greatest misfortune, Poor 
band having been killed in 
before, had returned a wido 
try. A small pension, granted her in conside- ration of her hushand’s services, provided for her wants ; and Maggie well ckifle in pursing and kind of heart, was the general friend of the whole country-side When she heard of Major ordon’s return, she trudged over thirty miles of hill and moor to the village where ‘he we. living. The Meeting pleased the iuyalid, even while nd the remembrance of his sor- | rows. He told Maggie of y} e purpose-for which he had Vomit opti ned on the continent, and lamented that his pres fi tha ent en! vent him from carrying it guy. His thoughts dwelt incessantly on his Jost child; be continu. ally referred to him in bis conversation, and in | his restless slumber often uttered some broken exclamation respecting him, Maggio grieved sincerely at the shattered state in which she found the major, and would readily have. em- ployed all herskall in his behalf ; but his relq. Live, somewhat jealous of her atientions, claimed the undivided honouy of nursing. the wounded soldier, Thus thwarted in her 500d intentions Maggie began to think whether she could pov benefit the Major by anotherservico, The idea seemed at first ton visionary ; but offen as it was banished, it intruded itself once more with |! mereased weight. So, from thinking it over in | her own RT she mentined hoy thoughts to 10 one. he of length Uecided | : 

he regeived a 
onnected with his 
Maggie, her hus- 

buttle three years 
Ww to her own coun- 
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and whokindly unde 

hershoulders like 

eebled state would | be 

of a clerk {rom the 

any address, op any indication 
sidence, 
quiries, Maggie now began to fee 
Caaractey 

| pecting the child 5 

cess would probably have seemed so small that taey would never have made the attempt. 8, many things might have occurred to render the inquiry fruitless—how unlikely thar « on the march, and Lelon 
should encumber themsel 
or, if they did, 
y be to leave it 
and how hopeless the chance of its surviving, deprived of maternal care, and exposed to tho Severity of the winter. Still, she determined toset forth upon the search. As for the jour- ney, the thought but little of that, accustomed! 10 song marches and ha rd fare, and her hogrd of savings would sufiice to purchase necessariex by the way, Se, secretly dry herself withthe French cavalry-cloak which had been found covering the geqq body of the mother -- and which had been religiously preserved by Major Gordon—and Pleading engagements in her own neighbourhood, she bade him farewell fora time.” On the next day, baving put her home under charge of a neignbour, = provi- ded herself with what she thought necessary, she started on her adventurous journey, and made her way to Leith, = Here she fousd a friend in the person of the pori-master, to whom she related’ the object of hey journey, rtook Lo provide her a pass- needful arrangements for er. A passage was procured in vessel that Was to sail in a day or two for Calais, the can- tain of which, having some idea of hey busines when Maggie rudently wished to know tire fare Eeforthan, declared resolutely that he would take nothing tor her voyage. 
After a rough padage, self safely landed "on the sh strangerin a strange county the. anguage. She was not, one, however, to {inch in her undertaking, and she set out forth- with on the road. to Paris, It wag now the beginning of November, and the weather was very unpropitious for travelling on foot : but she was an old campaigner, and with her itd bundle of necessaries sometimes Hrapped on 

a knapsack, and sometimes 
1d, she trudged cheerfully alony the road” "Wthoyt esting. with wuny | adventures, op suffering ANY great inconveni- ence; Maggie wrrived at the oasis) after a steady march of Hine dvs “Her "first business Was tonactow the advice wf Wer f ieridat™ Leith. and make her 0bjeey knbwn at the utfice of ‘the British consul, After o Gay's delay, the was admitted sto; an ditersiow with the - donsul in person, whojlistenet to her mamsive “with great interest, amd expressed his willingtess to help her tothe utmost of his power, g . * But T'much fear, said he C that there will be difficulties in the ay of which you have no idea” "I'he cloaks you.shew me. bas apparently belonged to a Trench offiéer of n ‘certain regi meut of cavalry, and jf that officer: gould he found, he would be the most likely FErs0p to form you as to the fate of ‘the efifin "he bese way of proeeeding, then, would te {4 ‘en- quire of the colonel of that regiment “whether any offieér has ‘been connected ‘with ‘it, ‘Whose name corresponds with these initials. But the French vrmy Las heen almost, entirely disband. ed: Pais is occupied, as you see, by the allied armies ; and thus it will be no , gay ‘matter to find out where the individual may he who: re. cently commanded “this regiment 5 he wil, Most probably; bave Jofy Paris." Tho ony source from which you can set nformaiion on 
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ores of France, a 
vs and ignorant of 
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this point would be the perfoet of police, and | ‘should advise you to apply’ at ‘his office. Bug Stav—as you are ‘a stranger in Paris perhaps save some delay it ¢ 
the perfect, and You can inquir for his reply, 

Maggie thanked the consul, and retipeq, The next duy as soon as’ the office wag o ened, she was in attendance 5 but the consul’s note hal been merely acknowledged, and ng defini e an- swerkad been.sent. For severa] days she res peated her visits ; still no further peyly came, At last, information was forwarded that Mon- sietis Garnier, the officer in question, had Jived for Some months in the Kye Be , but having Yeason to fear the new government. Le had disappeared within (he lak few dav s, nnd 8 supposed. to hive witheygy, n-bimselt: from the capital, The Communication concluded With the Fromise, thot it yy intelligence res pecting him should rege}, the perfect, it shold deonveyed to the consyl, Muggie had somo hope that, by quiring at his late residence, she might obtain SOme particulard as to his of abode: and «he proceeded thither, fn chirps 
consulate, who was api. - mpuny her. But their enguiries at Inentioned were fruitless : ihe cole- eft it some time before; without giving 

of bis further ye. 
© onset of her gy. 

| the hopeless 4 of the errand on which she had come, She endeavoured to find ‘mgt other membeyy o f the same regiment ; but it hag suffered severely In the late hitle, and the SUIVIVOLS wera diy. banded, and dispersed throughout the Fret £0 that;she was still unsuecessfy, The" cogndh; thinking the search altogether iy vain, gdvised her to return to Scotland; ana Ya woul¥ufidss. tike to inform Major Gordon, fan thing ~< hould come 44 i SH Bt 
i 1 

yi will 
ummunicate wig), 
© here to-morraw 

Jace 

ed to aces 
the Hote) 

nel hag | 

Thus stopped at th 

. Tira e-sekial a) 


