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O ‘the 11th of December, 1808, the chief
pwt of the Britisharmy in Spain marched out
of Salamanca. The weather was cold and win-
terly, and the roads almost impassable through
the'heavy raing : but the troops were full of
hope and courage, believing they were advan-
cing to certain vietory. Confident in their ge-
neral,and in their own prowesy, they wished-
for notking better than to meet the troops of
that hostile natjon which was then sceking to
grasp the world. In therear of the advancing
army were numbers of largs wagons, whick mo-
ved on rather heavily through the rough roads.
Many of them were used foy the conveyance, of
military stores and baggage ; others formed the
hospital, and were filled with men who were
unable to march in their proper place; 'th,_rough
sickness or fatigzue, * Other wagons still, con-
tained the wives, with thelr chﬂﬁ:au, of the offi-
cexs’ and ‘soldiers “who had been allowed to
accompany.: ‘their  husbands in” the cam-
poigné 1% od ot ‘

. In_oneof thess, but imperfectly protected
{rom the piercing wind, lay a youny female,
who appeared to be in extreme sickness. Her
elicate form seemed very ill fitted to encoun-
-ter the Wiscom{drtyand dangers of a lone march
in that inclement season of the year, She was
uhe wife of Captain Gordon of the —— High-
landers, whom she had accom panied from Eng-
land, when his, regiment was ordered to  the
Peninsula. The fatigue of the march through
Portugal, with the eltects of exposnre to the
unfavourable weather which prevailed, had great
1y impaired 3 constitutim, ihat. was naturally
feeble. Moreover, n short time hefore leaving
Salamanca,'she had ‘given’ birth to a chi'd, and
notwithstanding the weak state of her health,
had passed thiough that crisisina maoner that
surpassed tha hopes of Her friends, The fresh
claims upon her care and attention ingpired her
with unexpected s strongth s ‘and when it was
proposed for'her to remgin Lehind, for a time
at least, in Salamanca, she. declared herself
equal 0 the futigues of the march’ and preferred
anyinconvenience tea separation from hey hus-
band. . Andas itappeared very uncertam what
course’ the army would “ take, and whether it

s

would veturn again to that city, she was allowed

th secompany it in its progress. . A mong the |

fow females who had accompanied tpe army,
was the wife of a wveteran sergeant in Gordon's
Comparty, who uéted os ure {0 the Young mo-
thier, ' 1iitle Sindie.” for. ihe child had : been
sumed Alexander—was coniinitted  to her al-
most.exelusiver care ; nd hE was fortunate 'in
tinding_ a:kind projectory since she on whom the
task properly devolved was quite-unable to dis=
charge it :

The favourable change in Mrs Gordong health
which had fospired those abous her with hopes
of her recavery, provedoto be only delusive, and
wenker and less fitted 'for the hardships of the
marchy “ifer danger heeame 3o appareat, that
her husband st last decided to leave her at the
first town on their course where proper com-
forts and , uttendance  conld he procured, in-
trusting: her to ‘the care of dirs Maggie (as she
was commonly termad). the nurse hefore ailud-
ed to., This wis the more necessary, as the
British were'now appronching the vieiity of
the cuemy who were awailing their advance
in lavge forae, and a genéral action was expect-
ed very shortiy to take place. (_‘aymin Gordon
felt that he should fing great diffieulty per-
suading his wife to thiy sepurarion in a foreign
lahd'; but as it was the only chauce of presery-
ing hér life to him, and to her infant son, he
hop d to recancile her to the measure. On the
28edrof December, the British arrived at i

dandl - Soult's division of the Freoch army was
enzamped at a short distance, and the English

geneial ut onee madenis dispositions for attack-
Ing bim.  In thia town then, Captain Gordon
wished to leave ki3 | elpless family ; but his
pUrpose was preveénied by the unexpected oc-
der for an imwediate retraat, Intelhigencs had
heen received of the advanse of several power-
ful bodies of tran ps rom various quarters, threat-
caing to enelose (he Fritish awdd cut off their
commurications, The retreat commenced early
the mext momning, and e Lroops proceeded by
foreest marehes rowards Galicia, To leave the
sick Tady bebind at this Jureture seemed still!
more distredsing than before ; But it soon be- |
came evidoint?" thats 4 she’ deeompanied the |
uhops any Rikthet, shie' would e wndey the fa- |
Uigue : and, ber consent with ditﬁcuhy ohminedg
it was resolved 1o seek an asylum for her in!

e tawniot Castrs Gonzale, ‘which they ex-|
péstedito peach on tho following day,” He-,

ng her dreary tent, her hushand ﬂ%;e”l the |
abet partof- the: nisght in sad reflection. — |
Thouzhts of his eaviy dile crowded upon himp-—!
of that pleanant 178 anpns the, hills whera
the tinstovearsohad been spentsand where  he

3 »

{
{
Bad fiest known his funae. wife as an, amiablo |
anil beautiiul child sthonehts 6f o long separas !
tion, of returning to find her more amisbie angd:
béautifu] thanzeter, but an orplin and friend. |
lese—of the rank frustfainess with. which «f

he

v dier.

gave her hand to be the bride of a soldier, and
to share the chances and dangers of war. But!
a few months belore, so blooming, cheerful, and |
happy ; how sad was the contrast now ' Her|
life, as it were, trembling doubtfully in the ba-|
lance-—another life dependent upon hers : and |
as for himself, the first battle might sever the
links that bound them, and legve the:jf:‘ loved
cnes more helpless and desolate still. At
length, commending himselt and thcn'_ to_the
care of a protecting Providence, he dismissed
his gloomy thoughts, and tried to compose him-
self to slumber.

But long before the late morning had broken
he was roused from his sleep by the drums beat-
ing to arms j and leaping to kis feet, foun(} that l
the presence of a large body ot the enemy's ca- |
valry had been reported in the ne.lg_hbourhosxd,
and that anattack in force was anticipated. The
British horse were in readiness to charge, and

| intantry were preparad to support them, if re-

quired. Later in the cay,as the English were
nearing the town, the Trench cavalry appeared
ata shors distance, and wer: immediately attack-
ed by an inferior force of British dragoons,
who succeeded in routing them, and took many
prisoners. A farther attack was expected, and
every precaution was taken ; but  the dav pas-
sed off without any further traces of the foe,
While these things were oceurring, however, an
event took place which deeply concerned the
chief subjects of our narrative. ‘The troops hav-
ing advanced very rapidly in the morning, to
secure the shelter of the town in case of attack,
a part of the wagon train had been leit at a
considerable distance behind, and the guard in
charge of it, on discovering this, urged the dri-
vers to greater speed. ‘The ground heing ver

heavy with the incessant rains, this rapid transfy
was both difficult and dangerous ; and they
had not proceeded far in this way, before the
wagon in which Mrs, Gordan iaid was overturn-
ed, the wheels being broken. [n tha Eurry of
the advance, alagmed at the dis-ance at which
they were left, and the sounds which reached
them of cavalry-trumpets and the report of cay-
bines, the rest of the trin passed on, and the
shattered vehicle remained behind. 'The Spa-
niards whe drove the mules, observing this, eut
ithe treces and instesd-of remaining to repair the
accident, followed ths others at the top of theiy
speed. 'The sick lady and her infant were thus
left, with ‘no other companion than Mungeie
'who seemed stupified ang overwhelmed at the
calamity which had befalien them. Quickly
recovering herself, however, she proveeded to
lextricate her c¢hargs' from the ruins, whan she
fourd Mrs. Gorcon Guite insensible fiom the
I right and sheck she had sustained. in thiy
condiinon, exposed te the freezing atmosphere,
she remained for some time; at length return-
ing 'to eonsclousness, she intimated faint!y to
{ber ‘companion that she was dying, and Mag-
| gié saw thas, 1t was 100 trae. Her first im-
puise was (o send a messenger to Captain Gor-
don, that. ‘if possible, he might witness the
last mements of his wife : on hurriedly pro-
posing this, shs was unswered by a look ~which
told her mistress’s dving wish most plainly. —
Maggie stooped to take the infant, but the mo-
ther'sarms closed convulsively araund her babe,
and 80 she leit him in that embrace, hoping o
! find some ore near who would tike the sad
wmessage to Captain Gordon.  She went g long
distance however, without meeting'with a sin-
gle person ; and at ien;gth, giving up the matter
as hopeless, and _seeking 1o retrace hep steps,
she discovered that, in her agitation, and in the
fog which prevailed, she had missed the track,
Finally instead of returning, as she wished to
ner dying mistress, she found herself on the
bank of a large river, and at q consideranle dis-
tance from Castro Gonzalo,

Listiessed beyond measure at this misfur-
tune, Maggie arrived towards evening at the
bridge which conducted into the town., [t was
kept by a body of English troops, who directed
her to the quarter occupied by Captain Gor-
don's regiment.  In words broken by grief she
narrated to the affiicted husband the events of
the day, who immediutel_v obtained leave to
take a goard of wen, and “return to the spot
where the accident had oecurred. Arrived
there, they found the dy of the captain's
lady :iife had apparently left some hours be-
tore; the hoar-frost had settled on her hair,
and the imbs were stiffened wig) extraordina-
ry rigidity. Of the infant, nothing was 1o bhe

| turning gaily to his men, held him out in his
i arms, saying :

j troop sprang forward to ease their leader of his

;s_ula ; and when, in 1814, 1y w

seen ; they searched all round (he spot with
torches, but in vain. . He had evidently been
removed by some person who hag witnessed, or !
come up after, the mather's Geath, ‘Then they
noticed that the covering which had been |
thrown over the corpse, leaving nothing but!
the face exposed, was embroidered with the |
eagle, and bore the initals * G, g, B.; with the |
title of one of the Krench regiment. Jt|
was, in fact, the cloak of o French cavalry sol- (

A grave wes hastily dug by the roaduide and !
the remains of the departed, s vouthful and- |
beloved, were tenderly placed in it. The fune-
ral was consecrated by the sorrow of the desg- |

! Jate husband, and by the toars of the rude sul

diers was jeined m it. and :hey
her quict stumber.  ‘The peasants iy 1he nejgh. |
bourhood, . hearing  the melancholy history,
placed o rude cross to mark the gite of th
tomb, \ -

Sho tly after Maggie's departuge
a messenger, a treon of “the

2 they Jest her to

i
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in quest m"%

Cremvls oo

| dwelt incessantly on hiy

i ive, somewhat Jealous of he

| soldjer,

{1070 one-- ke gt length Vecided u

that was hovering on  the rear of the re-
treating army, arrived at the scene of the acci-|
dent we have related.  They found Mrs, Gor-|
don at the pomt of death, and she expired in |
their presence. The officer in commaad, obser- |
ving that the infaint she embraced was living,
and apparently healthy, compassionated its fop.-
saken condition. Dismounting, he took the
child from the grasp of his ill-iatad mother, and

‘ Now, mes enfans, which of you wiil volun.
teer to be uurse to this bantling *  This v ung
leopard's cub shall have the eagle for a foster
mother.  What say you, moy friends 1 A loud
laugh followed the suggestion, and several of the

strange  burden. It was committed to the
care of a young corporal, who said, as he re-
ceived the child : :

¢ There will be some work for Jeanne here,
mes freres, which wiil find her better em
ment than telling her et-rnul tales about her
husband, who ‘was killed at Marengo, and
her teau garcon, who got himself drowned in
the Seine.’

“* Good, Francois,! said the captain, ¢ Jeanne
shall nurse h'm for us s and, since these ¥nglish
have left him here to . die, we will adopt him,
messieurs, as our child, and he hall be called
Le Cavalier Poupon’—( The Baby  Troop-

\

€r.)

So_saying, be covered the lifeless ‘mother
with his own cloak, after gazing) fora few mo-
ments with great interest upon her features,
The tears were glistening  in  his es,
when he remounted, saying to himselfas he did
80 :

¢ Bo young, and so unbhappy*! But it {a the
fate of war.’

Towards the close of the summer of 1815, as
traveller, youthful in appearance, but bearing
the marks of suffering and ill-health, arrived at
a pleasant village in the wost of Scotland. He
was dressed in plain attire, but his bearing ut
once denoted his nilitary profession. It was nne
of those arrivals so cominon at that period in
every part of that kingdom, when Soldiers, wour,-
ded in the closing battle of the French wars,
came wearily to their native homes, many of
them to a speedy death, and many more tol
spend their remaining days as maimed and dis-
abled witnesses to ¢ the glory of war,’

The traveller in question was Captain, * now
Msjor Gordon, He had fought with his regi-
ment. throughout the whole war in the Peuln-
as ordered to Ame-
riea, he remained behind at Vienna.. The doss |
of bis wife, and the mysterions. disappearance
of his child, had sensibly affected his health and
spirits; and in the engageraents in which he had
taken part, he: fought with o reckless bravery
that seemed to cours death. - Latterly yhowever
his mivd, tempered by time )

and religion, hag
become Jess gloemy ; and his stay on the con.

linent, after pezee had been proclaimed, was
partly torecruit his enfeebled constitution, and
partly te institute some §nquiries as'to the fate
of “his child, ' I 'the campaign which followed
the escape from Ilba, Major Gordon ohtained
rermxsamu*to attach himself to another High-
and regiment. and fought in the final struggle
at Waterloo. where he was severely wounded.

He spent many - weeks in Brussels in o most |
critical condition i and when at last he wos able !
to travel by easy stages towards his own coun- |
try, it was with the convietion that he could not |
long survive hiy injuries. ‘Thus, after ‘seven

_}y;gu;s‘ absence, he  yevisited the placs of h
irth.

ploy-

aunt, and with her, among the scenes of his|
youth and early love. he wished Lo spend the
rest of his time on earth.

. Shortly after his arriv
visit from one who had been connected with his
greatest misfortune, Poor Maggie, her hus-
band having been killed in buttle three years
before, had returned a widow to her own coun-
try. A small pension, granted her in conside.
ration of her hushand’s services, provided for
hey wants ; and Maggie well ckifleq in vursing
and kind of heart, was the general friend of the
whole country-side When the heard of Major
Gord_un’s return, she trudged over thivty miles
of hill and mooy 1o the village where he was
living. ‘The meeting pleased the iuvalid, even
while it freshened the reaembrance of his sor—
rows. He told Maggle of the purpose-for
which be had yemain

! ved on the continent, and
lamented that his present enfeebied state would
prevent him from carrying it oyt His thoughis

) i lost child; he conting.
aily referred to him jn his conversation, and in
his restless slumber often utteyed some broken
exclamation respecting him, Maggie grieved
sincerely at the shattereq state in which ghe;
found the major, and would readily hava. em-
p}oyed all her skl in his bebalf ; but his rela.

ratientions, claiped
the undivided honour of nursing the wounded
Thus thwarted in her c00d inten‘u’oﬁ%
Maggie began to think whether she could po-
benefiy the Major by another service, Theideg
seemed at fipst ton visionary ; but offen g6 it
was banished, it intruded itself onee more with
increased weight. So, from thinking i over in
her own mind—{or she mentineg heyp thoughts,

al here, he reeeived a

which few hasiq s herself would Baye 1, i
rouk e fo!;u;, ers uk Bave begy ald |

|
Fonrrecne hoog

Gene nf wpe.

| irquiry frvitless—how ur,

‘ her own neighlmurhocd. she bade

| intefest, amd express

| source from whichiyvou ¢

is | this point would be
His sole surviving relative was an aged /should

o

{ might obtain gg

PON a gourse | h
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cess would probably have seemed £0 small that
toey would nover have made the attempt 8,
many things might have cecurred to render e
likely that colcives
nging to the enemy,
elves with an infant ;
. how probable that i weuld un-
ly beto leave it at the first house they came 1o
and how hopeless the chance of its surviving,
dvpn}'cd of maternal care, and exposed to tho
severity of the winter. . Sull, she determined
toset forth upon the search.  As for the jou:-
ney, rhe thought but little of that, accustomredl
L0 1ong marches and hard fare, and her hourd
of savings would sufiice to purchase necessariex
by the way, Se, secretly {furnishing herself
with the French cavalry-cloak which had been
found covering the deaq body of the mother —
and which had beep religiously preserved by
Major Gordon—ang Pleading engagements in
0 J him farewel!
fora time. " On the nexy day, baving put her
home under charge of 3 neigntour, and provi-
ded herself with what she thought necessary,
she started on her adventurous journey, and
made her way to Leith, Here “she found a
friend in the person of the Port-master, to
whom she related’ the ohject of ker journey,
and whokindly undertook 1o Provide hera pass-
port, and make the needful arrangements for
her. A passage was procured in o vessel that
Was Lo sail in a day or two for Calais, the cap-
tain of which, having some idea of her business
when  Maggie rudently wished to know tire
fare beforehand, declared resolutely that he
would take nothing tor her voyage.
»

on the march, and Lel
should encumber thems
or, if(h:')' di

i

After a rough passage, Maggie found her
self safely landed “on the shores of France, a
strangerin a strange country, and ignorant of
the. language., She was not” one, Lowerer, to
tinch in her undertaking, and sie set out forth-
with on the road. 1o Paris, It wag now the
beginning of November, and the weather was
yery unpropitious for travelling on foot : but
she was an old campaigner, and with her litte
bundle of necessaries sometines tHrapped on
hershoulders fike o knapsack, and sometimes
balanced on hep hayd
along the rond,” "Wy
adventures, op sufferiy

' yidil 3
y shie trodeed

g
enee, Magoie nrvived as the

steady march of

s davs:
18 tovact o ¢}

lm-.im‘-cs
at" Leith.
ice of 'the
y ‘the was
consul in
ith great
ed -hig willivgress to help
of his power,

* But T'muich fear, snid ke ¢ (3
be difliculties In the way of whie}
idea™"I'Ne ¢loal: you shew me
belonged (o aFrench ¢ fiéer of a ‘eertain rejri-
ment of cayalry, andif that officer: could he
found, he would be (he most likely percos to
nform you'as to e fate of "the efifin The
best way of proeeeding., then, would e {4 ‘en-
quire of the colonel of that regiment whother
any offieér bas ‘been  connested witl; 1, Whoso
name corresponds with these initials. But the
l"renc)h srmy Las heen almost, entirely dishand-
ed: ‘l AL I8 occupied, as You see, by the allicd
armies ; and thas it will be N0 . easy multer to
find out where the individug) Wiy he who re-
cently commanded this regiment ;> he will,
MOst . probublys < have Joft - Payis: The ony
an get informai;
the perfeet of poli
advise you to apply at his off
stay

and make her objec:
Bratish consul, 1 ad
admitted to: an i
person wha

aav’s del
W owith' the
jHstened to her namsive

her torthe utmiist

Bt here will
1 yoy have no
bas apparently

1] U.;l
8 and
e, Jut
SYOU avea stranger in Purie, jt will
perbaps save some delay it T communieate with
the perfect, and you caninquire here to-morraw

for his reply,
Maggcie thanked the consul, and retiped,
next day as soon as the office W
was in attendance § but the
een merely acknowledged, an no defini ¢ an-
swerkad been.sent, For several ‘davs’ sho tos
peated her visits 5 still ng further 1evly oatn
At last, information was forwarded that Mon-
sielis Garnier, the officer in question ‘-:»d lli{cll
for some months in the Ryo  Hginde ‘m:t
ﬁ:‘(jlﬁ\-:em(m t)?] 1951'1‘ the neyw gf)\'r-mmm\'l Le
sappeared within the  Jais r
Was supposed to have

‘ A lew days, and
posed. to- withdryy bimseit from

the capital,  The

with {he PICmise,

lcmmnuuir:ui«m coneluded
Untif any inellipen '
; ] any Kence res-
pecting him should

e conveved to the

each the pisrfect, it should
hope that, by in

The
as opened, she
consul’s note hadl

‘eply came,

. fonsul. - Mugwie hutd somn
1|n:l'ing at hislate residence, she
me particnlard a8 10 his place
€ proceeded thither, in choype
he consulate, who wag appois: -
puny her. But their enGuiries at
entioned were fruitless - ihe cole-
Uit some time before; without givingg
8 or any indication of his further yo.
Thus stopped at the onset of her ey .
i Maggie now began to teel the hopelass
Coaracter of the errand on w hich she hag comn
She endeavoured to find ‘mys other membeyy o f
the same regiment ; but it had suffereq severely
in the late baitle, and the SULVIVOLS wora diye
banded, and dispersed throughout the country
50 that:she was stjll unsuecessfyl, Yhe .l:,u.,];f
thinking the search altogether iy Vain '\cdviau;
er toreturn to Scorland, and Yo u‘})ul.‘: Pk
o'y : g } vubider.
tuke to inform Major Gorg

of abode : ang |
of aclerk from ¢t
ed to aceom
the hote] 1
nel had Jaf
any addres
sidence,
Guiries,

1 \
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. L Moy 0N ifanything  res-
tpeeting the child should (. o

me to lighs' Bus



