THE GLEANER.

* ¥rom Chambers's Journal for November,

LIr®'s UNDSLCURRENT,

IN FOUR CIHAPIERS.—CEAP: L. -
Tiuos matters’ ﬁ'%pn for some time; I
learaing, and singing g_gofteu as required b}'
their visitors ; but my dress was not umproved.
I never went out, but whensent a' short mes-
sago by Leéonora. = Oue" dfternoon, Bellino
came home rather eatlier than usual, in great
spirits, - . bl
¢ Leonoramy love,’said he, ¢ I'have got it
arranged ; our party is made up, and “we must
prepare for-our campaign. But how are we
"0 raise the neediul, my pretsy’ one 2 There
was gepause. ¢ Come put me on ihs plan my
irl j for my lass shilling is chilled in my purse
or w% of'a companion, and my heart feels
hedvyif my breast. Another pause. W hat!
not one.word of consolation to your poor Bel-
lino.® Leonora looked very grave. Then,
pointing to me—‘There is my hope,” continued
he, ¢ thedeader to my ambition. dignor Carli-
no—as like a painted post as a gentleman—
He cannot appear as he is; he would rot_even
make a searecrow, his clothes fit so tight.—
“T'his he, said partly to Leonora in an under
voice ;and then in a louder tone: Come, my
hopes ef success are plased on - you; do assist

me, mysweet one.
1 saiz;nute, and gazed timidly ; Leonora sat
-silent, in deep thought. At length raising her
head —

¢ Where can wo o, -said she, ‘but to our
Uncle ?  Your wateh he has already in his
keeping ; | have two gowns, and a few other
articles—I will give them inte his charge until
better times.’ %elliuo started, and embraced
her, shouting :* Glorious Apollo! Bellino is
himself again ! Look brisk my beauty ; next

= to you, our Uncle is my only friend ; let us

&3

despatch, for golden prospects rise before me.
You shiall a lady be, my pretty one.’
- A bundle was soon “made up, and Leonora
- went.out with it, and returned with money, —
1 was sent for liquor and victuals ; the evening
spent in feasting and singing, of anticipations
of success.  They, for that night, was the hap-
piest of the happy,and I shared  their felicity ;
for I was to get a new dress to enable me to
perform my part in the adventure, and appear
efore an audience.  ¥or the firs: time in my
life, L retired to my shake down in the corner
in joyous anticipation of the morrow.

£ was awakened through the night by their
wrangling and abusing one another; | feared
they wero going to fight : they had sat and con-
tinueq their potations until the liquor, which at
first made them jovial and loving, had at length
sown. discord,  Gradually, thoir voices died
away in sleep. When daylight enabled me to
look round, Bellino sat on his chair, his head
and arma restiog on the table, sound asleep : and
Lieonora, dressed as I saw her whea [ went to
bed, lay asleep across the bed —the wrecks
of their debauch covering the table and
floor.

It was late bafore they awoke sick and fo-
verish : I had got the 100m in order, all traces
of the debauch rempved, breakfast ready, and

" ths kettle boiling.  They were as loving as if
1o squabbiing had happened the night  before,
but their heads ached, and their stomachs were
siek ; they loathed food. 1 was sent for more
liquor, and they mixed it with their tea, and
‘{n & short time rallied ; but during the whole
£orenoon, they were very heavy and dull.

In the afterncon, I was taken to a second-
hand clothe.%ahop by Leonora, and fitted from
shae to cap ; and when we came home, Bellino
was much pleased with my appearance, but not
more than I was with myself. My elothes were
showy ; a broad frilled shixt covered my shoul-
ders, my neck and breast were bave, and my

- hair hung in ringlets down my back. I hada
genteel boyish appearance ; Signor Carlino
ched his new title, and was no more called by

M patrons Charlie.

- Ia tha evening, visitors arrived ; they were
three in uumber, and much better drassed than
my master. They were all younger men, none
ofthem above thirty years of age : 1 was la-
troduced, and highly praised by Leonora and
Bellino.  Aftera diaplay of my powers, I was
s2 fortunate as to mest their approval. The
evening was spent in eonsyltations and matters
of business : at length all was arrangsd. They
appeared to be better supplied with money

~than Be'lino, wha bargained hard with them

far my share of the profits, which. were to be
Lis own, The whole went out together, and |
was lect alone : when they came home 1 Enow
‘nogt.
.o Next;day the printer was set to work to
—~print-the bills ; it had been resolved to begin
the adventure jn my mative town. I wag sur-
= prised at the number of the bills; but much
more $0 whem I saw, posted upen the walls
and correre, a diferent one fiom any that had
oome home. How my youag heart fluttered!
There, inlarge letters, after the notice of the
eoncerts, were the ndmes of Signor Beilino, Ma-
dame Leonora, and Signor Carlino Beliino :
+hore was a rise in the world for poor Charlie !

I felt very proud ; I appeared all at once to
have be come somiebody. - In the notice Iwas
deseribed ns the * Infint Prodizy,’ and T was
called by Bellino, when e taiked of me, ‘an
Artist,” as they-called themselves.

Next evening; the concert was to come off ;
the forenoon was spent in rehesrsal, endin the
afternoon, Leanora was busy washing, starching

ing her dress during the time my shirt was dry-
ing—my only one. " She did my hair in ring-
lets ; my thin pale ‘cheeks were rouged : Leo-
nora’s and Beliino’s, which inclined to red ra-
ther much, were whitened with fiour.
time, all ‘of us were ready, and made up for
stage effect ; and when the other three came,
we set off; with no ’ittle anxiety as regarded our
fuilure or success, :

“A large and elegant room had been engaged,
and all thingsarranged in the most approved
order ; the doors were opened, and our spirits
rose as the room began to fill withan audience
large and respectable. 'The entertainment com-
menced ; and I had tne pleasure to be encored,
although it was an Italian song : I got through
 the evening with the greatest applause.  Leo.
nora sang several songs without an encore ; she
must have been much hurt at my success, for
she became cool, and spoke snappishly to me
during the whole evening ; but I was to her as
humble and obedient as I had ever been,

Bellino and his companions were in great

spirits at our success. I got supper, and was
sent to bed ; Leonora still in the sulks at me,
They continued their carousal until far in the
night. For several evenings, the performances
were given with various success; at length the
audiences became 8o thin, that they did not
pay the expenses. Nevertheless, Bellino l)i\fl
made for his share a good sum of money; his
watch, and all the other articles that were ip
pledge, had been redeemed, and they both got
new dresses : their way seemed to be to square
their wants te their incomes, their wants being
oftenest in advance.
A consultation was held with the others,
when it was resolved to cour: fortune in the
other towns : we were too poor to pay for oar
conveyance by coach, 30 we set off on fuot. eaclh
cairvi'ng his own instrument. and Leonora har
bundle of dresses. -1had a good share of the
burthen myself—all the bills that were to he
posted up when we made a halt at any place
where we hoped to collect an aucience, and the
little linen my master and mistress. had i these
were made into a bundle, which [ carriad on
my back like a knapsack; and towards the
evening I was often ready to sink under it,—
We were ever in difficulties, for our expenses
were certain, and our audiences very uncertain
—oftener yielding but little more than a profit
than otherwise. : 5

During the summer months, we visited se-
vexal-towns with various success. ~As we jour-
neyed ‘along from town to town, when we
camig toa gentleman’s estate; if the family were
there, we stopped at the nearest village until
Bellino went to the gentleman and offered his
sorvices ; and at times were accepted : these
were the bright days ia our weary pilgrimnage
tor we were well paid aud wellfed. At times
we wonll remain for a day or two ; I often got
a few shillings to myselffrom the company, but
this did me no good, for Bellino always took it
from me : he was in this respect as bad as Blind
Willie, my last master,

Towards the end of summer, discord began
to disturb the harmony that had cheered us in
all out fatignes and privations. Ohe of the
young men cn such occasions took the part of
Leonora, and this led o taunts and bickerings
among all three : these became bitter every day ;
anrd at length they broke out into an open quar-
rel, and death and blocd were threatened on
both sides. The other two men locked on
with indifference, as if they enjoyed the brawl ;
while I stood trembling, and Leonora weeping,
or pretending to do so. These noisy thyeats
ended one day imapparent reconciliation, and
all retived tobed as if notking had occurred ;
Beliino and the two others a good deal the
worse of liquor, while Leonora and the young
man remained perfectly sober, for I saw they
drank sparingly.

On the following morning, T was geated by
the kitchen fire of the inn where we were stop-
ping, when Bellino entered in a fearfy] rage. I
was much alarmed ; he stamped and swore so
fearfully, I crept into e corner, ang trembled
for my safety. I soon learned the cause : Leo-
nora had decamped through the night, carrying
off all his cash and linen, scant as his wardrobe
was, leaving him without a farthing to pay tor
our ledgings. - Forturately for him, she had
left his watch : T was sent'with it to the pawn-
hroker's to get all Iconld onit; on'my return
the partnership was dissolved, for Beilino set
off alter the ruunaway. I was  Jeft once
| more alove in the world, without g home or
friend, and left as forlorn as ever,

Until evening came, I had hopes of my mas-
ter's return ; it was not till then I felt fully the
bitterness of my present sitwation, for self-reli-
ance had not yet come te me. Ag it grew
dark, I began to weep ; I had not eaten any-
thing throughout the dav. I had not opne pen-
ny ip my pocket, and fearful of being turned out
1 looked imploringly at the landlady, “for she
had scarcely spoken to me du
| thefew words she did speak

Wwere not inan in-

and ironing our seanty wardrobe, and arrang-

In duef

ring the day, and |change bain

viting tons ; they were uttered gs if sho looked 'ally |

Upon 3 as an intruder upon: her hearth, in-
quiring when I expected my father to return.
Ubserving the silent tears, however, that stole
down my face, ker heart was touched, her voice
aud manner softened, and she inquired if Belli-
no was'my father. 1 told her the sad story of
my life, and the good woman wept.

¢ Poor boy,’ «3id she, ¢ your sorrows began
too soon ; but de not weep, you may remain
with me fora day or two, unti] I try'to find &
master for you, and save you from this vaga- |
bond life. "Would you wish to be a trades-
man #’ ;

¢ O yes ; thanlk you’ I replied ; ¢ could Tenly
find a master.’

¢ There is no fear, trade is brisk and hands ;
searce ; if you are a good boy and industriocus,
you may vet be a rich man. "] expect Thomas
Ross and a few master-weavers here in an hour
or two ; Iwill speak to him to take you as a
learner : he isa good mascer, it is a good trace
and they make good wages at the calico-weav-
ing. which is easily Jearned.’

- Her kind words shed a ray of hope on my
despair, and witha grateful heart I thanked my
hostess. At length the expected guests began
to drop into the kitchen, where 1~ sat solitary
and anxious, listening to every word that was
said ;. their talk was ot trade at first, but gra-
dually politics absorbed all theiy interest. 1 sat
fearful lest the landlady in the buiry  of busi-
ness might forget her promise, for her gnests
were many ‘5 but at last she beckoned to oné of
them, a plain elderly-looking man, who rose
and went to her ; and they talked together for
a few minutes. M Y eye was upon them; [ saw
ber poiut 1o me, and my heart beat fastas I ob-
served her look pleasedas the conversation pro-
ceeded. Presently the old man rejoined his
cow panions, and aftera short time, ali eyes were
turned upon poor Charlie ; he had eviden(ly
spoken to them of me,

T was called to the table, and offered drink,
which I civilly refused ; but takinga glass, I
took alitile of it, and drank all their healths.
Some of them boisterously insisted that I
should empty the glass, when'the individaal who
had spoken with the landlady checked them,
and | was excused, 1 was then requested to
sing, which 1 did ; and every one in the com-
pany gave me a few coppers—it was such a sum
as I had never before possessed, It was all my
own,delightiul feeling I'—[ could scarcely keei1
my hand out of my pocket 5 for there was no
blind Willie or Beliino {o' take it from me,
and I almost felt that I was no longer poor
Charlie, : .

1 retired to my seat by the fire, after I had
sung.a few songs, anxiously awaiting the result
of the landlady’s application 5 but “they were
so much engrossedan their own debates, that my
heart began to sink ag they began to drop
away. 1 feared I was forgotten ;  and they
were nearly all gone, when ‘Thomas Ross, the
individual to whom the landlady had spoken,
came to me : ¢ Pooy boy,’ said he, ¢ come to me
at my shop to-morrow forenoon, and I will see
what | can do {oy you,

2 1or you, if you behave yourself.’
[thanked him for his kindness, and ha Jeft the
room.

[ went to bed that uight with a feeling that
I had never enjoyed before ;1 could sfarceh‘
refrain from leaping and bounding about the

room, I was &0 happy at the prosie o
enabled to earn myll))rea?y g))' lo'::x frfd\?:tl:\g
[ was weary of the vagabond.jife I had been
forced tolead. Again, the money [ had jusi
received wasa temptation to continue it on my
own account, without a master to take the
whole from me ; small as the sum was, it ap-
peared a great one, and been won witheut toil ;
with these thoughts revolving in wy mind, 1
fell asleep, :
Thes instructions and example I had got from
Annic were by this time nearly forgotten, |
ﬁrsh.became careless while with Wiljie . and in
Bellino’s service, where the worst of ‘examples
was before me, all plous feelings had fors;\‘ken
me.  But now—1I think it was partly sugpested
by a dream—gid thoughts came back upon e
and [ rose up unconseiously, and found myseit
upon my knees repeating the pravers Annic had

taught me. At length 1 crept into bed, and
again fell asleep,

Early in the forenoon I wait
and was kirdly received. From the questions
he put, I saw he was suspisious of me from the
wandelx_’mg life I had led, and the people I had
been forced to live among ; he was a mem-
ber of the Secession Church, and g vary religi-
ous man ; but thanks to Annie’s training and
‘my good, memory, I answered to his satisfiction.
He inguired not of the songs and bailads J knew
but put questions from the Catechism and Serip-
tures ; and I raised his wonder at the number of
texts and passages | could repeat,

_ He then said ; ¢ Charlie, T will be vour friend,
if you behave yourself; [ havenot at present
an empty loom, but you can §ll pirns until I
get one.  In the meantime, you sKaH have bed
and board for youy work, and as soon as I can,
I will place youon the pame terms as my othey
carners; you will for the first year get the half

of your earnings, and after that you shall be
free, and ger alf you can work for.” "I thanked
kim for his kindnesss, and that forenoan com-
menced my new mode of life. Tor the first
few days "felt my gituation very irksome, the
g great ; bus still, T plied my task

»aud pleased my master, Grady.

ed on Mr Ross,

with energy

*‘ 3 3

witha Lighter heart than ever I had sung ; and
the hours passed like minutes. 1 knew my
work, and for the first time in my life felt hap-
py and independent of the caprice of others al
was in a new world, where all around me were
busy and happy. At times they sung, or dis-
cussed politics or the passing cvents; every ome
Vasa statesman i his own  estimation, and saw
no- difficulty in setting to rights both church
and state, if they were allowed to do so 56, Al
tinmes, we would practice psalirody, for all Mr
Ross’s tnen mere members of the church : and
I soon picked up the psalm-tunes,and was of-
ten leader when they were in the mood, for tha
regently revived religious impression was siill
strong upon me,

In a few weeks I was seated at my loowm, and
received instructions from my master wilh
whom I was a favourite. 1 joined in family-
worskip, regularly attended church, and felt'a
peace of mind and calm bappiness 1 ecannct
describe :my time passed as in g pleasant dream.
In ashort period, i could maintain myself, and
at the end of my+ engagement I was com -
tively rich ; I had a chest of my own, containing
changes linen and of clothes ; 1 was indepen-
dent, and could more than support mysef,

1 had no wish to leave my benefaetor; and 1
agreed still to work for him, I had formee
fsiendships with some of my fellow workmen of
sober habits ; for I am sorty to say, severa] of
them were very improvident and dissipated, and
were ouly a shade above the mbabitants' of the
garret, my first assoeiates. My companion and
fellow-lodger was James White ; he had beex
the child of misfortune, like myself, in his eay-
lier years, but unlike me, had been born te
brighter prospects. His father, who was in
business for himself, and was thought to be
prosperous, died after a long sickness; and ag
his death, from losses and misfortunes, he left
his widow and two children in poverty, The
widow sunk under her privations and her grief;
and James, only five years of age, and his gister
jounger, were sent to the charity work-house.
From what he told me, 1 must have been far
happier under good Annie than they were un-
der the tyranny of the keeper and matren ;
for although I suffered teil, cold, and privation,
1 was nou fiogged and crushed like him at the
caprice of unrestrained cruelty, His sistey,
along with many others of tender age, sank
under their cruel treatment, and - this withous
inquiry, The matron was the harshest of any
one in the house-—a perfect ligress.,

My heart sickened at the narrative he gave
me of the sufferings of the workhouse ehildren
under their unchecked officials, ‘\vlyose feeling
seemed to be—they are beggars, it is good en-
ouzh for them j they are not starved, they we
clothed, and have a house above their head—
what more do they require ? The statements |
have heard from Jameés often made my bleod
boil in my veins, child as I was of destitution
and poverty. 5

I'will not dwell longer on his workhouse guf
forings: At twelve, he was sent fmrgx the house
as an apprentice to a weaver, where he was oyer
wrought and almost starved; and on the Sab.
bath eonfined all day, lest ke sheuld ryp away,
But where could he xun to? If he returned g
the house, his complaint was unheeded ang un-
dressed ; he was punished for Tunning awa 5
and then sent back to his oppressor, now baek-
ed in bis cruelty. After several unsuccessfy] at-
tempts, he made his escape and reached G}n&
gow, where he soon obtaired employment, e
waz now twenly years of age, seven of which
he had spent in the workhouse, yet he reaq
worse than I, who was taught only by Annie.
He was not dissipated, but mprovident ; pyt
inclined to read, yet eeger after moral informg.
tion, and very acnte in the ©yguments that ofen
occurred in the shop. Although he earpeq
more money than I did, he was often in m
debt before his web was out of the loom ; and
when he began his ramblas, he was neither bag.-

mest of them, he conld earn money, but could
not take care of it.

I was now an expert tradesman, anq earnsd
as much as any one in the shop, 4l I was gra-
deally led into all their habiss, Being o good
singer, my company Wwas much courteq ; m
evenings were oftener spent in the tavern than
inmy lodgings. 1 was called by the langlag a
goed, steady lad ; forl SOt!led’ regularly every
Saturday evening my WFCkl.‘? bill, and oweq no
one anything ; content if I had a few shi!linxg
over inmy pocket for my extra expenges vatil
the web was in, never thinking 1 was gy be
hind. If I fell sizk, or was out Df(?mpio\-mp_n;
I had not a single pound in store to Provide far
the casualty ; such was thc. mmprovident MAaR-
ner in which wealmost all lived, both married
and single.

Theré5 were sixtesn of us in Mr Rogyty shop,
all living as I did, except Allan sRoy. He ya,
careful and penurious, never allowing himeelr
the smallest comfort or rclaxanon,.and scarcely
taking what was necessary to sustain him gt his
toil ; he teemed to have no otl}er enjoyment §,
life, than to heard money for s own sake, He
se'dom joined inany of our discussiong ; b3,
mind was too ‘infent upon his web, usver
could draw from him what was his ultimate
aim ; for he was void of ambition, and haq o
intention of becoming a master himself, -
though he 0031d have done 80 at any time," for

¢ Teconciled, and filled my pirng

he had a good sum of money in his [osseskion,
which heghoarded up, fearful of trusting iy i

ter nor worse than many of the otheps, Like .



