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THE GLEANER.

the bank, or venturing it in trade. Ho%appear-
ed to have but two ideas—toil, toil ; and hoard,
hoard, ;

The ¢onsequence of all this was, he fell into
bad health and died ; his peaurious habits re-
mnining unchanged to the last, for even the ap-
pwach of death did not alter them. But his
birother James was of a different turn of mind ;
he gave Allan u funeral so genteel, that his old

whopmates said; ¢ Could he have seen it, it
would have broken his heart.” James got the
money, and spent it in dissipation; in a few
months, he was a poorer man thnp ever, aud en-
‘ded by enlisting in the 71st Regimen;.

Yor many months Ihad boarded with a wi-
dow, a goo& and pious woman, her family con-
zisting of three daughters. The two youngest
wrought in a neiih uring factory; the eldest
assisted her mother at home, and tcok in sew-
-ing. The widow, to eke out her means, kept
‘wdgers ; and there were three ofus. Her son
—for she had been left with four orphans—who
‘had married very JYyourg, lived in a distant
‘town, struggling with a numerous family, ra-
-ther receiving aid from, than assisting his
‘mother. : :

Tt was indeed a happy home. I was treated
as & sonand brother ; and had it not been for
the misery Isaw around me, resulting frequent-
ly from early end improvident marriages, [
eould have wedded the engaging, pretty Mary,
After observing a prudent silence for a year
‘or two, I resolved to ask herand her mother’s
«consent, for I knew that neither of them looked
upon me with an unfavourable eye. | was ne-
ver 80 happy as when we met at night after our
day’s labour, or walking by the river side on a
Buadiy afternoon after church, the three sis-
ter's by my side, when Mary was always sure to
have an arm.,

One forenoon she canie home from the facto-
¥y unable to remain, she was %0 unwell. A
very bad fever was at this time cutting off great
numbers in the city and neighbourhood. " My
peor Mary lingered a few days between death
and life, and at length expired in her mother’s
arms. It wasat thistime I first saw the tri-
umph of genuine piety over every selfish feel-
ing ; no murmur escaped the widow’s lips ; the
tears streamed down her face, her eyes raised
to heaven with an expression I shall never for-
get, so expressive of mental anguish struggling
with pious resignation. I wept for Maryand
dong felt her loss.

That evening she died, Katie sickened ; 1 had
Just finished reading the fourteenth chapter of
Bt. John, when she leaned forward on the table,
and compluined of headache and gshivering. —
The wid':yw’s head sunk on her bosom, as she
wrung her hands and groaned : Oh, God !
strike not twice ; spare my children.’ Next
day she was much worse, and scon followed her
sister. My fellow lodgers had hastened away
a8 s00n as the fever came into the house, 1
was young, and life is sweet, yet I could not
shink of flying the house of mourning,

But alas! the blight was on the widow's
bearth ; the youngest, the merry Jeanie, sicken-
«d and expired the foliowing day. Thriee had
death stricken the young and vigorous, and
sparad the aged and infirm.

After the funeral, the desolate mother was
forced to seil her furniture to defiay 1he ex-
penses of sickness and burial, and go to live
with her son—to be the drudge and nurse of
her*daughter-in-law, or linger out her last
«<ays in the charity-workhouse.
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RUSSIAN COURTSHIP.

On Whit Mcnday, and the following Sunday
there is a great promenade in the summer gar-
den, namely, the exhibiticn ot brides. iThe

ussian tradesmep, in these days, expose their
marriageable daughters in order to marry them,
or, as they term it, to give them away. Under
the lime “trees of the principal alice, are two
Jong rows Of gaily dressed girls packed closely
together like the pipes of an organ, Behind
sach stunds the match-maker, and in the third

‘XB:«;&B})T}?&&“ bs‘md other female relatives.
. ot I8 double row, t ¢
wife-seekiug Russ , the spectators and the

2 v ians slowly walk, The latter
novice any face that sthem, and the mateh

?m:r i’gi‘:_?sﬁzg toit. The exhibition lasts i}
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SARDINIA.
] No one Can Cross its frantiors without be.
ing struck with the eontragt it drosents 0 the
othor Itaiian states. While thoy are decayis -
like a corpse, it is ﬁourishing like the Ch—esl'nutu
iree of its own mountaics, The very faces of
the people may tell you that the country is frea
and prosperous. It citizens wall by with
the cheerful, active air of men whp :

e

& % Ve some-
thing te do and to enjoy, and noe with 1)';'.
listless, desponding, heart-sick Jogk which

arks theinhabitants of the other states of I
ere.dl too, you miss that universal beg.,
ism that disficure and pollute af] ¢

?ther countries of the Peninsula. What ril:l?
Lam the ploughmen turns up! What magni-
Ut vires shades its plams! Public works
newi: Progress, railways have been formed, ang
Ouses gre building. Not fewer than gone

red vilt in Turin last year,

taly,
€ggary and

*d"houses were
e more, I verily believe, than in all the
Wyl L0wns out of Piedment taken together,

The's Pilgrimage from the Alps to the Tiber,

i

{necessaries of lifs, by abstrast

ANNUAL - MEETING
3 OF THE
GLOUCESTER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

In the Court House, Bathurst, on Tuesday, the 8th of January,
the Seciety’s Annual Mestivg wae held, nod on the morning of the
same day the Exhibition ofField aud Dairy Prodace, and of Domestic
Menufactures teck pldces, -

These shows have gone on from year to year with increasing
spirit. The rooms this year, wers crowded with visitors, prineipaliy
ladies, who continue to take a_lively intercst in the proceedings, and
whose patronage promises to make tha Socicty's winter show in fa-
ture, an ohject of pleasing attraction to the inhabitants, 3 G

‘The Samples of Grain exhibited, were numerous, and ‘the zuahty
very tine. Of Wheat there were thirteen samples, averagiog 64 Ibs. a
bushel. The heaviest Burley weighed 53 Ibs.; White Oats 48 1bs. ;
Black Oats 42 1bs. ; Pease 68 1bs. ; White Beans 704 Ibs. ; Flax Seed
56 1bs. ; Buckwheat 42 1bs. ; and Timothy Sced 46 lbs, Turnip and
Carroi Seed, of different varicties, were exhibited, and Roots of all
kinds were shown, of a prodigious sizs, the T'urnips in particelar were
greatly admired

As usual there was a good show of Dairy Produce, the Batter, of
which there were 12 samples, was fine in both colour and taste. The
Domestic Manufactures were various, and excited considerable atten-
uon: Countcrpanes, were there, not iaferior to these imported from
Britain, and a number of the moss tastefully made Hearth Rugs, elici-
ed universal admiration, and must have caused the Judges no little
trouble inu making their award. In addition to that of Miss Swith,
whoobtained the prize, beautifal samples of rug work were exhibited,
execated by Miss Waitt, of Bathurst, Miss Molloy, of Saltash, and
Mre. Lindsay, of New Dunlop. The whole number of artieles ad-
judicated on were 148.  T'he Judges of Grain and Roots were Messrs.
‘Thomas Millar, Robert Moody, and Alexander Nelson, and of Dairy
Produee and Domestic Manufactures Messrs. McKenua, Seaton, and

5,

McManus, who awarded the Prizes.

At three o'clock the President 8. L. Bishop,
and the iist of priacs being first called over,

following
REPORT.

Nine years bare now elapsed since this Sesiet
we have reason for gladness and thankfalness
vancing course it bas hitherto run. [t has
the confidence of the community, and it may
moment it is more highly valued, especially among the agricultural
population, than at any former period. Various causes may be as-
signed for this—We may simply refer to the fact, that year efter
year, it has been the pleasing duty of yonr successiye Committees, to

£sy., tock the Chair
the Sccretary read the

¥ was reorganised, and
»in thesteady and ad-
gradually been gaining
be presumed that at this

tained and well directed efforts sfter every practicable improve-
ment. '

In this locality, where yoursocie }
past-year hasbeen on the % hole, faverable to the agricullurist. The fail-
ure of the hay erop the two preceding years, and the potatoe eropin 1854,
rendered a good season more than usnally desirable, and the farmer in
thisrespeot, has had little reason to complaine. The early part of the
year was cold and backward followed by dry weather, this greatly re-
tarded early sowing and vegetation, hut as the season advanced fer-
tilizing showers fcll in abundance and astrong growth cet in ; in ¢on-
sequence of which the Hay shot up most luxutiantly, sud a crop was
gotin exceeding that of many past years, and tly above an avar.

age one. PoTATOES too have been most proliﬁ?;‘ the cellars and green-

lly exertsits inflaence, the

houses ars stored to repletion, and the g good. - A ros has
shown iteelf partially since the root was housed, but thisinjury is
chiefly owing to the careless manner in which they were dug and
carried in, and to the erowded state of the cellars,

Ia all light soils and where sown in good time. the Wnear crop

has  been fine—excellent in quality and large in | tity. In
heavy and wet Jands, in consequence of the rains that foll 88 the season
advanced, the plant continued to grow to a lste period of the year,
which lefs little time for ripening, when it attained its fall growsh ;

this and pertial attacks of the weavel, greatly reduced the average
produce, which ctherwise would have been large. OATs haye slso
suffered severely by the prolonged vegetation, and the absengs of df{
riponing weather towards the close of the year ; this, tagether wit
the effects of early froets, has lefu the crop, “at oue time most promis- -
ing, rather short. BARLLY as ussal, has eseaped injury. 8nd with
trifling exceptions, is considered & full crop. The chevalier continues

to be the favourite kind. The variety imperted from Britain last
spring, premises well, i
pButkw’le(ﬂy Indian Corn, and Mangel Weortzel, are cuia,vaged in

this County, only to a very limited extent ; much attention was paid
to the first two grains seme years ago, but the shortness of the season
was found to bs a serious drawbaek, 3 s

The Tornrr crop has been good, and the quantity sown and raised
is still on the inerease. No better indication of emterprise in husband-
ry ean &e advanced than an extensive cultivation of this valuable root.
The great drawback on the cultivation of the Turnip is the extensive
destruction of the young plant by the turnip fly, and every method of
destroying, or rather preventing the eerly broods of these insecte, -
shounld be made public and resorted to. One which is worthy of
earnest consideration we venture to suggest, namely, that of passing
over the young plants an apparatus smeared with tar in sach s
manner, that when the insecte make their spring —which they do the
mowent o shadow passes over them—they are entangled and destroy-
ed. For this purpose wo would recommend an implement made as
follows :—

A flat board abeut four feet long, and wide enough to take as mueh

chronicle the evidences of inereasing agricnltural progress in the
County. The adaptation of climate and soil to the prodaction ot root
crops —€0 valuable to the Fermer during the long winter season ; the
fair returns {rom the seed intrusted to the earth, alike of them and
those of the eereal family ; and the prospective enzouragement held
outin the remanerating prices which the produce of the farm—when
skilfully managed, is almost certain of realising, have animated and
reanvigorated the husbandman. The eye of the intelligent observer
must be pleased to mark the gradual improvement in the modes of til-
luge, and in the machines employed in the County, es also in the
superior breeds of cattle that have been introdueed. Tho euccess of
your Society in promoting such obvious good, must be gratifying both
to its membersand ro the friends of our agricultural prosperity. It is
also confidently hoped, that the resiprocity treaty which, taking off the
tax of a repeliing duty, opens the markets of our Republican neigh-
bours for the reception of the growth of our forests, the produce of
our fields, and of our daries, will stimulate o healthful and profitable
trade, expeciaily between ourselves and the eastern ports, with wkieb
we, in this County, are aiready femiliar, asan entrepor for our Grind-
stones and Salmon.

In common with our fallow calomsts, we, in this Province have
participated to & considerable extent in tho blessing of an abundant
narvest. Never, it is beiieved, have the various comntries of the
American Continent, yielded such an amount of food 83 durings the
recent season.  While the benificenee of Divine Providencs should be
gratefully acknowledged in fuinishing such plenty, at a period in the
world’s history, when o just war imperils the adecuate supply of the

i ting from the ouisivationof the soil so
many thousands who ought to have baen employed 18 tillers of the
ground, the duty of our rural population is plainly indieated. Tt is
by skilled and dilligent labor more zealously to persevere in the par-
suit of their honorable voeation, :

** Weoften hesr of the unprecedentod present progperity of Canada,
aud of the greatness of that future to which that Provinc is so surely
and steadily rising.” Indeed, thore ignota country of the world ad-
vancing so rapidly in the increuse of its population, the developmentof
its resourcos, and the sequisition of wealth, under the fostering influ-
ence of agricultural enterprise ; nor is this enlivening state of things
limited to Westarn Canada, whose winters aro Jess severe than our
own. Eistern Canada, more resembling the olimate of this Provinge,
has aleo been advancing in material wealth and population, whilst her
future is expectad to be still more satisfastory. Of Lower Canada,
says An excellent writer:—*

¢ Before the visit of the Heesian £l
it produced wheat largely, and ises
of root crop. Plaums and Pears grow
pecnliar depree of excellence ;
with the aid enly of the Glagy.

Now your Committce are disposed to think that if the
tions wero made to do jutice to New Brunswick, her futu
be such as to gratify those who seek and labsur
ly much of this enseuraging statoment mi
to ourselves. The Canadians are eaj
The more ascimilated we becomse ¢t
Nor should we loses sight of various
over them. Ourpea

y scourge, now disappearing,
pecially adapted to the progth
abundantly, and’ apples ohtain
Peaches andl Grapes also ripen freely

same ewor-
re {00, may
for her welfare, Sure-
ght be rendered apglicable
d to be  hardy and self-reliant.’
o thea in this respect the bhetter.
;i advantages possessed by onrselves
Ter proximity to the manufaoture of the . Mother
Country, and to Countries where articles of domestie use can be ohtain-
ed, bring such produstions within our reach at s much 10%er rate than
must be paid, when freighted up the St. Lawrencsand the Lakes, or
when they ate carried hundreds of miles by Rail and Team. Honee,
while in figures, our sabstance must rate lower than is the case with
our neighbours, our position on the seaboard, our provincial eompact-
ness, our socinl hubits, our very smow “ a nataral fertilizer,” whose
" coming js josked for with eagerness, supplying 881t doos to the
wayfarer and the Agriculturalist, a patural yailroad, which in a new
country, where roads are at first imperfectly constructed, ig of great
benefit.”  All these circomstances sre calenloted, in the contempla-
tion, togather with innumerable other vast bles:ings, bountifully show-
ered down upon it, to foster the spirit of cheerful contentment with
our alictment ia life, while they should stimulate to energotic, sus-
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as two rows ef turnips at a time, to be previded with two light whecls,
elevating the machine sufficiently just to eccape the plant, and two
bent handles by which it is held. This on being smeared below with
tar, and used evory two or three days, during the oritical period of the
life of the young plant, will destroy myriads of them.

Now, it every farmer used this, there is litttle doubt bat that the
mischief from the turnip fly, wosld ba greatly mitigated ; and more-
over by thus destroyinz them one year we lesson their chances of ju-
crease further next: and sfill ‘more simply—Let cach turnip
grower plant in some convenient spot, about a quarter of an asre, or
less of turmips, parhaps a month before his field erops are rown, the
result of whieh would be te cellect uil the insects to smnll isolated
patches, where they conld readily be dealt wish on the plan just exs
plained.

Verious expedients in sowing ‘have been adopted to prevent the
ravages of this insest—among these, that of sowing, if possible, beforo
rain, or with & water drill, in order to get & plant ss quickly as poe-
sible, deserves attontion, for a wet season &t the time of the coming
ap of the plant, i much to the advaatage of the orep, in as much as
the locomotion of the insects is retarded, and not only s0, but {is
breeding also, so that the plant can meke good way and gain
strengt before the arrivil of the cnemy, 'I'ie preference shown Ly
the ingects for ona form of Plant before another, may be observed in
cases wherg the Swedish Lias become accidentally mixed with a erop
of the common turnip : the former usually cecaping to a greater or
lass extent the.injury done to the latter. 'This would indicato the ad-
visability of sowing alternate rows of Swedes and common turnips,
with the vbject of destroying the Jatter to save the former ; and in
conclusion, we venture to recommend in all cases where practicablas,
that the Swedo e sown early in thercason. Several of the Members
of this Socity have pursued this practice for years, withous experiens
cing a failure, 3

The operations of the Seeic

¥,
h

ty for the past season have been of a
minglad character, the busincss of the preceding year closed on the
16:h January, with one of the best Exhibitions of Farm Produce and
Domestic Manufactures, that we ever experienced. The samples wore
numerous and good in the latter department, in particular, the pro-
gress was quito decided. Al the general meeting which followed the
Show, it was suggested thet exertions should be made to improve the
breed of Horn Catile, by importing stock from Great Britain or elge-
where, direct.  Availing ourselves therefors, of the opportunity cffered
of Mr. Ferguson’s visiting some of the Dest breeding districts'in Bri-
tain, we authorised bim to purchase te alimited extent. Mr. Fer uson,
however, found the state of the eattle market very unfavourahle f%r the
purpose. Cows ofa very medium description were selling for coromon
use at eixteen poundsstorling and upwards, and animals such as he
considered would answer our purpose, we offered at a rate so exorbitans
thut he did not feel himself justificd in buying. The Committes
shortly afterwardslenrned that Mr David Ritcbie, of Flat {Lands, Res-
tigouche, had a number of animals of o pure Ayreshire breed to dis-
pose of, and having received from Mr Ritehioa description eufficiently
satisfactory to warrant a parehase, a person was despatched to Restis
gouche who bought and brought to Bathurst, one young bull and
five cows and Heifers, for which the Society paid Seventy-four pounds,
besides ¢harges. The whole of them were sold shortly after their
arrival, by public auction, under the Rules of the Seciety, which pre-
cludes their being altered or carried out of the County for three
years; and the proceeds carried to acconnt. We however- regret to
say, that the cattle by no means came up to our ex ctations, and
showed unmistakable incficationa]ofhnving been poorly wintered over
and cared for. Tne Committee therefore venture to recommend to
their succesaors that renewed atterpts be made to import from Great
Britain, ot from any other place when the Legislative Grant may be
made available.

Your Committee imported from Scotland a limited quantity of seed
onts. of three descriptione, viy :—white, sandy and black; the onea
excellent potatoe oats, long and successfully cultivated in this Connty,
having greatly degonerated. We also received an assortment of ohe~
valier Barley and one each of Gray’s and Wilkie's im roved lron
Plonghs, The grain was divided into small lots, andp tho whole

* Prizs Resay, by Alexander Morris, Esquire, Montreal,

sold by public auction, together with the plougha. :
The two barrels of suparior elaver soed impoited M the fall of 1854,



