
of the rebellion, and that Lord John had endea- 
voured to mould it into shape ; but it was ex- 
ceedingly imperfect, and politicians in conse- 
quence, had put different constructions on it.— 
“We replied ~we saw no ambiguity in it — it 
wag plain and simple, easily to be understood by 
an unprejudiced mind, and that it so appeared 
to the Canadian Legislature, for they at once 
embraced it, and carried out the whole of its 

This was true—they did adopt it wiTHOUT 
ABRIDGEMENT, and are now reaping the advan- 

of its wise provisions. We have accepted 
it IN PART, and have suffered, and are every 
year more sensibly feeling the effects of the fol- 
ly—and we might justly use a much stronger ex- 
pression—of our Statesmen. 

In speaking of the advantages of Municipal 
Corporations, we cannot do better than quote 
from a Lecture we delivered in our Mechanics’ 
Institute a few years ago: ; 

“That celebrated man Kossuth in all his ad- 
dresses to the people of Britain, in speaking of 
their greatness as a nation, did he point to ther 
deeds as warriors on the tented field, or on the 
‘briny ocean? No.—He spoke of her trade, her 
commereial marine, her extensive colonies, her 
wealth; and all these he attributed to her Muy- 
WIurPAr INSTITUTIONS, as they engendered and 
kept alive the great spirit of Liberty, Order,and 

ise. In America, he also held the same 
Janguage—attributing her rapid advancement 
es » nation, to her self-government, and the 
ssif-reliant predilections of her people. 
“What did Lord John Russell say in Parlia- 
nent a few days ago of ‘Canada, that no colony 
had made such rapid strides during the last ten 
years as that Province— What did he attribyy? 
it to? Why, to her having assumed the duties 
of Legislating for herself, which engendered a 
teeling of seifereliance. 

,. *“ And do you not think, Mr Chairman that if 
similar institutions were introduced among us 
that similar results would follow? I do not 
eare what name or nomenclature they may bear 
“~Municipal Corporations—Municips] Institu- 
Rions, or the Right of Self Government in all 
Loeal matters. This rose By any other name 
would smell as sweet. 
“ Weare of the same Anglo-Saxon, Celtic and 

Hibernian races as our fathers in the old world, 
and our brothers ia Canada, and in the neigh- 
bouring Republic. Does not’ the same blood 
course through our veins. Do you suppose that 
if we had had the sole’ management of onr lo- 
-e2l affairs, that matters would not have been in 
a better state than they ‘are at present? Do 
You suppose that if we had ‘had the privilege 
which they have long possessed, of choosing the 
best men among us—the men of talent, of mind 
end of energy, to attend to all our public mat- 
ters, delegated with powers to make laws and 
xegulations for our government—to faz us Jor 
all ary impr gs, that we would nos 
have E- further advanced than we are at 

“Do you suppose Sir, if we had those insti. 
tations, that throughout thelergth and breadth 
of the County, that our Schoolhouses would be 
2s many of them ate at present—small delapida- 
ted buildings, neither wind or water-tight, with 
shingles, old hats, or a bundle of rags substitu- 
ted for panes of glass, their furniture, a stove 
cracked on all sides and on the top, a few rick- 
ity benches or stools, and perhaps a writing 
desk ? Do yousuppose Sir, that there would not 
have been a more improved system of Educa- 
tion introduced among us? That the poor 
Rehoolmaster would not have been better pro- 
vided for in salary, aud consequently that « 
aeore able class would be employed as “masters 
(generally speaking) than at present fills the 
henorable, but onerous duty of teaching the ri- 
sing generation, etal ARE ¢ 

* Do you not suppose Sir, with the improved 
feelings towards the prosperity of our county, 
and the confidence it wonld inspire in the acts 
of our public men, that the people wonld not 
more cheerfully submit to TAxATION, seeing 
that their money was judiciously expended and 
in such a way, that they would be made to feel 
the benofits flowing therefrom. and imbibe self- 
reliant feelings ; that it would not stimulate us 
tocompete, if notexecel our neighbours in every 
good work, and to take a deeper interest, and a 
pride, in allour Literary Institutions, and every 
other matter caleulatedto improve us as a people, 
morally, socially. and politically. 
+ “These Sir, have been the fruits reaped from 
Municipal Institutions in nther countries, and I 
feel convinced they wonld produce the same re. 
sults among us.” / 

“Several reasops have been assigned why the 
Legislature have not made the adoption of 

unicipai Corporations a Law of the Provinge, 
Ohe—that the people are not prepared for 

“them. Another—that it would he impossible 
to procure persons capable to fill the Offcae, 
"To the first we roplv——ws never will he prepared 
for their adaption while the peaple git quietly | 
down, take no intevest in the matter, and - ho- 
Jieve all the silly xennrts that intersated indi- | 
~vidual2 opposed to thea circalate aminst then. | 

To the second wa ahiewar ~it "is ansthing but'| 
complimentar+ 9 tha peapTe to hear it fippant. | 
ly remarked bv their Poovesentstives on the | 
fhparg of the Leeislatore; 298 by men at hope | 

who rule, that there are not a sufficient number] 
of men to be found in the respective Parishes of | 
the County, of sagacity and intelligence to con- 
cuct the business of the County. Singular to) 
say—that while this language is used, and the 
orinciple acted out —the Constituency are con- 
sidered wise and sagacious enough to select 
from their midst, men capable to conduct the 
affairs of the WHOLE PROVINCE ; and while the 

People have not discernment enough to select 
from themselves men capable to attend to the 
Locaw business of the County, for a LIMITED 
PERIOD, the Government are considered com 
petent to make that selection, and choose men 
for LIFE, to sit in Sessions, and perform the 

major part of the duty which would devolve on 
the Corporations. ’ 

We shall eontinue this subject in our next 
paper, as we have not room for further remarks 
to-day. ; 

EUROPEAN NEWS. 

Tur Courier ‘was very properly detained at 
the Bend until the British mail came up, and 
we obtained our portion of*it on Monday morn< 
ing instead of Wednesday, as would have been 
the case had the Courier left at his stated time. 
The papers thus put in our possession, are to 

the 15th March, and we have mads numerous 
selections, It is gratifying to perceive that the 
Persian difficulty is satisfactorily adjusted. but 
matters in China are daily growing worse. We 
refer our readers to the extracts given in ano- 

ther page, for a detailed account of the news, 
which is of a most fearful character. 
The people of Britain, like ourselves, are pre-. 

paring for a general election, the Ministy having 
been defeated on the China question. * Knowing 
the deep interest the readers of our Jour. 
nal take in all matters connected with the old 
country, we copy from the Halifax Sun a review 

[of an article which appeared in the Liverpool 
Journal of the 14th ult, bearing the title—* The 
way in which the General Election is shaping 
irself” It contains much valuable information 
relating to Parliarcent, the leading views of the 
nation, and the organization of perties, and is 

well worthy of a perusal, 

“ The great want of the age is competent 
public men. Out of the six hundred and fifty 
eight members of the British Parliament there 
are not half-a-dozen who make any pretensions 
to leadership. With the exception of «he Earl 
of Derby, there is hardly a man to whom the 
Queen would send for the purpose oft ordering 
him to form a ministry. Lord John Russell 
is out of the question : Mr Gladstone, although 
the ablest man in the kingdom, is cursed with 
too much intellectual refinement for the rough labour of managing the State. The party. who placed Lord Palmerston in a minority. on 1he 
Chinese motion are constrained to confess that he is the only man in the country who eould 
form a ministry, out of the Liberal party. Pos. 
sibly the *¢ coming men” may be concealed in 
the obscurity of local distinction ; but, either 
he does not exist, or the circumstances sur. 
rounding him are such asto forbid hig attempts 
at office. : 

* The canvass now in progress, pending the 
generalelection, bears melaucholy evidence to 
the pausity of men of mark and likelihood. 
Numerous plazes, impatient for change or de- 
sirous for a eantest, lave cavefully enumerated 
the persons they would wish as candidates; | 
but, amongst them all, there are not twenty 
numes for popular recognjtion. No doubt 
there are many men well qualified for the or. 
dinavy, duties of legislation who shrink ‘from 
the turmoil of a canvass, or who prefer pri- 

surrender to the obligations of business the 
smell ambitien which actuates them. Appre- 
hension of failure keeps many out of the field, 
and dread of expense deters still more ; and, in consequence of all these things, nothings so 
difficult ta obtain at this moment as a man fit 
and willing to representa large constitueney, 
‘Manchester is constrained to make this 

admission ; for, aithough the leading commer- 
cial men among them would willingly prevent 
the return of Mesers, Bright and Gibson, they 
have, up to this moment, sought in vain for 
suitable persons to represent them, 

* London seems to be as badly off for candi 
dates as Manchester ; for althongh "it. was sta- 
ted that Lord John Russeli intended to 20’ to 
Tavistock, and ¥rMasterson had intimated his 
intention not to stand again, the only candidate 
who has yet appeared is Mr. Crawford. Lord 
John, if he ever intended to retire, has aban 
doned that intention; for he hag, in a very 
elaborate address, declared that he, will again 
appear to ask the ‘support of ‘the. oigizens, In 
his address, he ennmerates his services, and 
adds-—+ I have laboured earnestly with yonr 
concurrence, though «without success, for the 
removal of the disabilities affecting the. Jews. 
HEanal favour has not attended the canrse which 
I bave recently pursued.” « L will” he c¢on- 
tinnes, “not ventnre to say that Limay not 
bave been freguently in error. All I can pre- 
tend to is a lahocious study of the questions in 
ogitation, and an honest desire to promote the '1igs, and he knows it, However, to allay our 

vate.case to public strife—while nany others 

honor and welfare of the country.” Feeling | contemporary’s fears in the present instance, we 
that his conduct at Vienna, and his recent op- 
position to Ministers, needed a vindication, he 
applies himself, with considerable taet, 20 the 
defence of both. The error of Lord John Rus- 
sell, } oweyer, was one which he does not ac- 
knowledge,—that of speaking in the House of 
Commons violently in favor of continuing the 
war, when nt the moment the conviction of his 
mind was that the war ought to terminate.—- 
The eries of Reform, he confesses, have lost 
their force ; but he retains his old creed, and, 
if again elected, will devote himself to the sub- 
ject with which his politicallife has been asso- 
ciated," | A 
“ Mr Cobden retires from the West Reding 

of Yorkshire, and has not yet, although he car- 
ries the olive branch of peace, found a resting 
lace, tc x : : 

. Exciting topiesarewanted. No.great ques- 
tion occupies the public mind ; for the Chinese 
affair, after all, has not possessed itself very 
much of the popular feeling. d : 

Edinburgh is not threatened with a con- 
test; and tne-recent clection at Glasgow seems 
to pxomise-that the present members will be 
returned without id 
“ Here are a list of questions now in hand ; 

—The Ballot ; the Extension of the Suffrage ; 
the Bank Monopoly; Church Rate; Abolition 
of Purchase in the Army, ‘and’ Promotion by 
merit ; a graduated Income Tax.” 

T0 OUR READERS, : 
Last week we refused to publish a Gommu- 

nication sent us, bearing the signature of 
‘“ Prompter,” reflecting on the erratic course 
which the Editor of the Colonial Times has pur- 
sued during the brief period he has had com- 
mand of a Public Journal. The reasons we as- 
signed were these~~we did not wish to interfere 
in any way ‘with’ him— that the writer had 
better send his communication to that 
paper, and give the Editor an opportunity to 
rebut or answer the charges he bad brought 
against him, thos enabling lim to show a spirit of 
independence and fair play. But should he 
refuse, and not allow a free expression of his 
conduct, or enable the public to eriticise his 
acts as a public Journalist, we should allow the 
writer, or any other person similarly situated, 
10 use out columns for that purpose. = 
We have never shrunk from opening our co- 

lumns when attacked in our public capacity, 
and such of oor patrons who have taken our 
paper any length of time—and we feel proud: ta 
say there are many such—well know that we 
have inserted many bitter things against our- 
selves. Those we answered, and left the pub- 
lic to judge between us, contented to abide by 
their verdicte-guilty or not guilty. : 

In pussuing the course we have done on the 
present. occasion, we acted according to the 
ETIQUETTE observed by Editors. which the Press 
we feel pefsuaded, will bear us out in, There 
was another reason for our pursuing the. course 
we did. Suppose we. had, concluded to close cur 
coluswns.againgt aik expression of opinian in re- 
ference to the public conduct or acts of the pro- 
prietor of, the Colonix] Times, and that indivi | 
dual should, (as in the present case) refuse to | 
publish any: comment or censure on his acts, 
would the public’ receive even handed justice 
fromthe Press ? We think not, and rest sa- 
tisfied the people will bear us out i n our posi- 
L107" Cir ah 
Tor the tourtenus manner in which we haye 

acted towards the Editor of the Colonial Times 
we have teaped a requiral in his issue of Thurs 
day last. Just such a one as we were prepar- 
ed to receive, judging from his antecedents ; 
for, ever since he has succeeded in procuring 
the controul of a: Press, he hus— cur-like — 
been biting: and, velping at our heels. We 
have: not: thought it worth our while to notice 
these futileeflorts to assail our public character, 
or to injure the reputation of our Journal, aud we 
only notice hisattack now. to place the matter 
fairly before the public. - ; 
We give below the articles we have reference 

to, as many of aur readers will not have an op- 
portunity of seeing the Times. he Editor in 
refusing the insertion of “ Prompter’s” letter as 
signs as his reason for so doing— its length pro- 
hibits our publishing it, besides the ‘low mean. | 
ingless seurrility of which it is composed, is only 
fit for the Gleaner for which it was originally in- 
tended.” This letter will be found in another 
page—the reader therefore will be able to form 
his own coaflusion it ifs contents are such as 
stated by the Editor of the Colonial  imes, 

it appears the writer placing implicit confi 
dence in the .intesrity and honor of the Editor, 
gave him bie rame * How he kept faith, the 
publicknow,. He xefured to insert ns letter, bus 
divulged his nome; pecompanied with a remark 
reflegting on the character and standing of she. 
writer. Waobave expunged the name, not feel- 
ing at liheriy 10 give it further publicity than 
it will obtain through the Times 
“Weare glad to perceive that oun contem- 

porary of the.Gleaner, hesitates, sow not only 
to publish anonymous seureility on others, hut 
declines giving publicity to the article of Promp- 
ter, having reference to ourselves. How much 
of this is pire and disinterested love for ns we 
easily understand. He well knows that our 
respectable. eoxgespondent + Fidelity,” from 
Restigoniebe, hag now ot, his eye.sight, and ig 
alwavs ready aug willing to protect ns from any 
anonymous slaga which may appear in the 
Gleaner, by immediately commencing a eros 
fire.on the editor himeelf. In this our aafoty 

tell him that as the writer has goen ws.nis 
name, he is at perfect liberty 16 publisiithe ar- 
ticle referred to, and that not one word from 
“ Fidelity” shall beallowed to appeaf in answer, 
‘Wa have had an offer of the precious document, 
but its length prohibits or publishing it, Le- 
sides the low sueaningless seurrility of which 
it is composed is only fit for the Gleaner for 
Which it was originally intended. Ifthe Tories 
can select no better champion than Mr 
writer of the article + Prompter,” to advocate 
their principles, we ouly say, Heaven help: 
them !” Se 

The Editer in another paragraph acknow- 
ledping the receipt of a Leer, and assigning his reasons for not giving it insertion, embraces 
the opportunity to give us one of his character- 
istic stabs, 4 te 
«We intend giving the Miramichi press a. new and respectable tone, and persons whe are attacked a fair opportunity of replying.” 
The italics ave our own. - Yes—he has cer- - tainly performed: his first promise—he has giv- 

en the Press a NEW tone, but whether he 
has fulfilled his second one of making it more 
RESPECTABLE, we leave the public to decide. 
He will permit persons te attack one another, 
but he will not allow any writer to assail him. 
Well, i the public are satisfied we have no cause 
to complain. ~ We shall beat all times prepered’ 
to defend ourseives when we consider it neces - 
sary to act on the defensive, without 
our aid an anonymous champion, 

calling to 

We have to apologise for the space taken— 
but our readers we know will excuse us—it is 
not often we trouble them with matters of a, 
personal nature. 

NOVA scoria. 
ALL the Government members have been re- 

elected in this Province by respectable majori- 
ties, { : 

LIVERPOOL TIMBEUR TRADY.. 
FroM A. F.& D. McKay's Timber Circu- 

ar of March 13, we take the following ex- | 
tracts : 

* As at the date of our last, the consumption still continues large, but it has not yet been such as materially as to enhance cost to the con- sumer, 
up to the present time, although gréatly in ex- cess of that for the same period ot ast not equal in amount that for the same periods of 1854 and 1855, during the former of which 
the tonnage employed in the trade fiom North 
America was:20,600, and during the latter 17- 
800 tons. The effect, however, ofthe seeming- 
ly large arrivals, has been adverse to an’ im- 
provement in the money value of stocks, and 
many articles which would otherwise have risen-: 

"The Import since the 1st of February 

year, does 

in price, have remained stationary. The-eon- 
dition of our domestic-and foreign. politics has, 
‘also without doubt exercised a. prejudicial in- 
fluence upon mast of our home mar a an in- 
fluence from which the trade in timber has not; 
wholly escaped. The bad faith and unscrupa- 
lous policy of the Chinese have drawn upon that, 

i people the castigation which any insult inflict- 
ed on the British flag never fails to insure ; but - 
the proceedings on the part of our representa- 
tives and forces in the Chinese territory have - 
met with so sharp a rebuke. from Parliament, 
and the country, as to jeopardise the existence: 
of Lord Palmerston’s administration, to prevent 
the overthrew of which the Premier has resol- 
ved onan-appeal to the constituencies. It hag 
aeeordingly been resolved to dissolve Parlia- 
ment at the earliest period consistent with a 
provision for carrying on the indispensable. . 
business of the nation ; the 26th of the present . 
month has been narced as the day on which 
Parliament will in all probability be dissolved. 
In these circumstances, the turmoil and unset- 
tled state of the country and of , general feeling 
during a Parliamentary Election, will be added 
to the other agencies which tend to depress 
trade, so that any important improvement “in 
prices or demand need hardly be looked for for 
some time to come, : = 

Pire Timber.—From Quebec, no sales in 
cargo have heen reported; such transactions 
as have taken place having been entirely of a 
retail character. From 8t John and other ports 
there have heen no sales during the fortnight, 
in cargo. Quebec may be quated at 18d to 10d 
for an average of 70 feet; St. John, 18 inches 
average at 21d., and other ports at- 16d to 17d 
perfoot, ; by p 

“XN. B. and N. S Pine and Spruce Dealg.~ 

Ofithese the arrivals have_been congsiderabie, 
amounting to 221,685 pieces, against 43,754 up 
to the corresponding period of 1856; this, in 
combination with the other causes glanced at 

{in our general remarks, hashad the effect of 1i- 
miting the anticipated improvement expected 
by sanguine holders, and the larger proportion 
of deals held in store still remains unsold. Un- 
der these circumstances we eannot, alter quo- 
tations, but again report St.John at £8 to £8 
As per standard ag in quality, and other kinds 
in proportion.” — 4, 1°. & D. Mackay's Timber 
Circular, March 13. . ; 

» : : 
Sovrnruy, MAtr.—This mail did vot. arsive 

until. ate . last evening. - We have glance. 
over the. papers this: morning, but find. litle 
news of: interest, We have copied two er 
three paragrophs. 

{7 For continuation of Editorial deport. 
wept bee third pags, 

Ll


