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* From the London Weekly Dispatch.
OUR INDIAN EMPIRE.

Had Runjeet lived, the Sikh power would
have ' remained formidable to ' this day,

for a wiser and warier ruler never lived ;|

loving peace, yet prepared for war, and
ready to take adyantage of the fanaticism
of his race, without being a fanatic him-
self. But in 1839 this powerful monarch died.
There was loud wailing at Lahore, his capital,
and his funeral rites were celebrated by the sa-
crifice of four of his young wives and five of
his concubines on the burning pyre. An in-
fant son was nominated his successor, whose
mother, called the Ranee, was declared Regent.
Soon, however, it became evident that the dis-
cordant elentents, which had been kept in check
during- Runjeet’s lifetime, would no longer
work harmoniously together. Mutiny began
to show itself in the Sikh ranks; the authority
of the Ranee was openly repudiated by many
rude and haughty chieftains ; and the whole
‘country was threatened with the horrors of
anarchy. Then it was that the Government
of Lahore resolved to find a vent for the tur-
bulent valour of the Sikhs by engaging in’ ex-
‘ternal war, _Thefriendly disposition entertain-
ed towards the English by the late Runjeet
Singh was never shared by his subjects ; and
the long pent up feelings of hostility now broke
forth. with -ungovernable violence. A large
army of Sikhs crossed the Sutlej, and entered
the British territories, in December 1845.—
They were promptly met by the gallant Sir
Hugh (afterwards Lord) Gough, who defeated
“them in a bloody and obstinate contest at Fe-
rozepore, on the 21st and 22nd of that month ;
the Governor-General, Sir Henry Hardinge
(afterwards. Viscount Hardinge), partaking
of all the perils and the glory of the fight. On
the 28th of January following, they were again
defeated at Aliwal by Sir Harry Smith, and
finally beaten, most decisively, by the two com-
‘manders at Sobraon on the 10th of February.
The English then entered the Punjab, and the
Mahirajah (as Runjeet’s son was called), sur-
rendered to their arms, and entered into a trea-
1y of ¥ perpetnal_peace and friendship” at La-
hore on the §th of March, 1846, By this trea-
1y, a considerable portion of the dominions of
Runjeet Singh fell under British sway.

“ Perpetual peace and friendship” with the
Sikhs were not, however, obtainable by the
‘mere Stipulations of a treaty. . When, in 1848,
all Europe was in flames, the attention of Tng-
land was once more fixed on the distant scenes
of her conflicts and victories on the banks of
"the Indus. : A Sikl, named Moolraj, the ruler
of Mooltan, who was subject tothe Govern-
ment of Lahore, had been uilty of the trea-
“cherous murder of the two ‘nglishmen, who
were sent to treat with him  respecting the
tenure of his power. This erime led to hosti-
lities, and after various field operations, Lord
_Gough took the command of the English force
in the middle of "November. In December,
commenced the siege of Moultan, and the fall
‘of the place was precipitated by the terrific ex-
plosion of Moolrajs principal magazine, which
he had been five years coﬁectin r, onthe 30th
of that month. "Notwithstanding this catas-
trophe, it was not till the 22nd of January, 1849
‘that the Sikh chief consented.to surrender at
discretion. On that day; splendidly attired in
scarlet and gold, he rode out of the fort, with
his chiefs, the last to leave the place he had de-
fended' with such intrepidity. Meanwhile,
Lord Gough was actively engaged with the
Sikhs, under Shere Singh, in the field. A
bloody engagement took place near the yillage
of Chillianwallah, which proved too well the
rashness of the English commander, the bra-
very of his troops and the desperate valour of
the enemy. After one of the most obstinate
conflicts on record, the English remained mas-
ters of the field ; but the victory gained could
not fairly be balanced against the loss of a
great many European officers 'and men, four
guns and five stand of colours. As soon as
ntelligence of these severe losses reached home
sough was subjected to.severe censure, and
his immediate recall resolved on, and Sir Chas,
Napier started to assume the command of the
Btitish forces ; but,in the meanwhile, Gough
routed and dispersed the whole Sikh force at
Goojerat, and gloriously. put an end to the
campaign. The English were now lords para-
mount on the Indus as well as the Ganges, ang
on the 23th March, the Governor-General is-
sued a proclamation, in which, having set forth
the misconduet of the Sikh chiefs he declared
“that the kingdom of the Punjabisat an ep(l.
and that all the territories of the Maharajah
Dhuleep Singh (the son of Runijeet) are now
and heneeforth a portion of the British Empire
in India.”

Here we pause.  Tistory will tell that after

we had pushed our Indian dominion to its ut- |

most limits, we were startled by a cat.watr(ﬁ)?\e,
which ‘once more rendered the affairs of Hin-
doostan, of absorbing interest in every house-
hold. An Indian statesman oneeobserved that
our real peril in the East would come when,
having subdued every native power, we should
have, like-Alexander, no fresh realms to con-
quer ; when’we should have to maintain onr
Sepoys in peaee, instead of lcadmg_thcm against
rival races. *That dangér has'arrived, and dis-
Pplayed itselfin a new, terrible and unexpected
form. As out business 18 with the past, we

|

will not venture on prophecy ; but those who
have carefully followed the career of the Eng-
lish in the t, and watched how they have
successively overcome obstacle after obstacle,
and peril after.peril, will believe them equal to
this disaster.
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REVOLT IN INDIA.

NSNAANAAANAAAAAA S SNINANANAN
From the British Papers by the last Steamer.
From the Londor Weekly Dispateh, Oct 4.
THE SEPOY MASSACRES.

We have received a letter from a gentleman
at Caleutta, from which we give the following
appalling extract. Under ordinary circumstancer
and if he only described a few isolated incidents
we might: forbear from harrowing the feelings
by the. recital of such horrors. But it is well
that those at- home should be told, even at the
expense of conventional propriety of language,
the fate which many hundreds of our country-
men and women have met at the hands of the
dastardly miscreants. We do not attach great
importance to the writer’s femarks on the con-
duct of the authorities at Calcutta. There, ex-
cited feeling may, perhaps, warp judgement —
Here, in' cooler blood, we wouldJ judge impas-
sionately of the acts of men placed in a situation
of unparalleled difficulty.

Iwrite with truthfulness a tithe of the hor-
rible details. Massacre isa word too miid for
the subject. Can I nerve myself for the task
(and as it can- only come to the press of Eng-
land through privats  channeis), it must be told,
and will be handed down to generations yet un-
born.  The press of India is gagged, and the
Government are secret on passing events. But
they will be forced to give an account of the
following enormities that have been committeil
by their faithful Sepoys, who have not been sa-
tisfied with wholesale butchery, but bave ra-
vished the wife before the husband, who. bound
in fetters, is brutally butchered before her eyes,
his dying flesh et off and forced into her nionth
her children crucified to the wall. The wife,
in ‘heavy pregnaney, ripped open before the
husband  bound'in- fetters, - The unborn infant
torn from the mother and run through with a
bayonet, and this same instrument of death,
with the infant who never saw light on it,
forced into the body of tha father. Other in-
stances where the mother has been bound and
her chiliren torn limb from  limb, before her
ey&s, and the parts of the body. used as instru-
ments to destroy chandiliers and such like about
the house. - Daughters of civilians, stripped
naked and lashed ona cart, and ‘ravished in
open day, the Sepoys compelling the rabble to
the deed.  Others stripped naked and marched
barefooted at the headp of the mutineers, sub-
jected to every atrocity. 'Amongst the chris-
tian men who have felt the full force of their
demon like acts wasa Mr N ewland, the drago-
man, who for some time previous had been ma-
king arrnagements in Calcutta for proceeding to
Dethi, in his own earriage, and who unfortu-
nately arrived there'the day of the outhreak —
His carriage was seized by the mutineers, his
i hands, feet and ears cut off; his eyes gouged
out of his head; and the diabolical mousters,
nat satisfied, put his body into his earriage, and
then set it on fire. To say nothing of the
Cawnpoor and other massacres, I cannot Write
more, My heart sickens at the recital. = But
it is a mere fota of what has transpired. Ne-
vertheless, it i3 true—alas! alas! too true.—
And with all these enormities looming in the
distance, do you think “the Government can
nerve themselves for any emergency ® No.—
They have still the infatuation to think that
some of the native regiments will be faithful.—-
Yes ; and the Governor General actually went
to Barrackpoor, to thank thiee regiments sta-
tioned there for their professions of iyalty,
while they were at the same time in league with
all the native tréops in and about Calentta, as
also’ the King of Oude’s retainers, to rise and
massacre all the ¢hristian inhabitants in' Caleut-
ta; and it was not until the day before it was
to have taken place, thet the Government be-
came aware of the fact, although it might be
supposed it would have come to the knowledge
of the Government through the body guard of
the Governor General, or the native police, both
of whom are retained to this day ; while the
Christiats public had, in a measure, to force the
Government to enroll them as a yolunteer corps
of cavalry and infantry—eavalry about 600 and
infantry 500 -- who now make a very inposing
figure when out on drill. The cavaley find
their own hotses and have severe work of it, pa-
trolling from 9 p.m. to 8§ p.m. the next day,
when the cifferent pickets are returned, and g0
on duty at 9 p.m. again; and with all this that
there is still the innate dislike to any one rot a
Company's servant is_at the present, crisis too
apparent, and not to be tolerated. While acts
{of treason and sedition with tke natives are
searcely noticed, will you lelieve that five men
were found guilty of conspiracy and condemned
to be hung, and reprieved by the Governor
General ? ~ The native Lascars on board the
steamer Mirzapore were tamipered with, (she
was engaged to take the regiment brought by
the Timalaya to Cawnpore or Allanabad), for
| the purpose of blowing up the vesse! when the
[ troops were all on bratd, These and such like
{acts are in a measure almost unnoticed. Im-
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time when it should be nerved for any and eve-
Ty emergency, You will scarcely credit but so
itis, a fact that at the present time the Mussul-
man population ef Calcutta aze most insolent,
g0Ing 50 far as to say to the lady of the house,
‘ Your days for being masters and mistresses are
nearly at an end, and you will then have to at-
tend on us,” and which are when reported, un-
noticed. It is really grievous to look forwavd,
for, until large reinforcements of English troops
arrive, India throughout, must remain in 2
dreadful state of excitement. Any act that is
passed affects the Christian as much or more
zba;m the Mussulmans, both as regards arms and
being. abroad after 9 p.m., a sorry recompense
to those who would at the present crisis lose
their lives in defense of the Government. But
this mail will take home the opinions of the peo-
ple of I_ndia, as also a great many lady passen-
gers, with others here (who. I forgot to men-
tion, have had their ears and hoses cut off) who
could recount a yolume of atrocities suck as 1
have enumerated, Before closing ‘this" T will
give you an ‘insight into the cause of the out-
break. Itiswell known that the great portion
of the Bengal troops b long to the kingdom of
Oude, and whose families reside theve. when,
under the rule.of the King of Oude, before his
dethronement, any poor ' subject could cultivate
10 to 20 acres, and pay faxes only for three or
four, while thr East India Company’s Govern-
ment no sooner takes possession than the whele
of ‘the country surveyed, and, to these poor
peopie, exorbitant taxes demanded on all land,
land ‘under cultivation or otherwise. Petition
after petition has been forwarded to the Deputy
Govertior, but no notice has heen taken of it.—
This ' information I have gleaned out of the
Go_vern'mem offices. The above is the main
spring from which the promoters of the mu-
tiny commenced their diabolical task, using
every means, by emissaries all over the country
to complete the downfall of 1ndia, which as 1
have said before, they have all butaceomplished,

THE MASSACRE AT CAWNPORE.

Tho following is an extract of a letter from
David Tracey, Lance Corporal H, M.’s 84th to
a comride in Dum-Dum :—

Sanders (i. ¢., Tieut Sanders, 7. M.’ 84th
Ed.,) was brought before the Rajah Nena Sa-
hib, he pulled ont his revolver, shot dead five
of the guard, and missed the Rajah with the
sixth round, they then crucified” him to the
ground’; the whole of the cavalry charged past
him, and every one of them had a cut at him ;
he was eut to pieces by the whole of them,—
Then as soon as the scoundrels lost the battle
of Cawnpoor, they put to death the whole of
the women and children whom they had im-
prisoned all together, in a house neat where
our cainp is at present, It would strike terror
into the heart of the Devil himself to po into
that house, where 230 poor women and ehil-
dren were put to death in the most cruel man-
‘ner by them @ the whole of their clothing was
torn to pieces by them, even the hairs of the
head toth out by the roots, the heads and bo-
dies backed and mangled to atoms. They rest
in a Jarge well in the same compound, which is
formed into a grave over them, tlie whole of
(their clothing, bloody, and their other little
things, are lying there at the present time ; and
when any of the Sepovs or any other persons
are caught that had anything to do with the
mutiny, they are brought to this building by
the orfders of Gen. Neal (Neill,) and made to
clean up a portion of the blood of those so
cruelly murdered, and then hanged on the same
spot, and any person that s hanged is to remain
so until raten by dogs and birds of prey, any
person found taking them down is served the
same way by th¢ authoiities.

The writer of the following is described as
one of our spies. e belongs to the 1st Na-
tive Infantry, and is said to be a most intelligent
man :—

When the mutiny broke out at Cawnpore he
was with three companies of his regiment, the
first, or Gillis Pultun, at Banda. On the
breaking out of the Sepoys at Banda Nujoor,
Jewarree saved the life of a Mr Duncan and
his wife, (Mr Duncan. was a writer, and in-
structed this man in: English) by concealing
them in his hut, and afterwnyds reporting to the
Rajah that they . were willing to turn Mussul-
mans, For this the Sepoy fell into ill odous
with 'his comrades, and when the mutineers
marched into Cawnpoor the Nana took away
from him all he had—about 300 rs,,—and eon-
fined him with four more Sepovs in the same
house with the Europeans, * At the fight at
Futtehpore he was released by the Nana
and went back to the Gundee Nuddee, an
thence came over to the Iaglish. His acéount
of the Nana's treacherous attack on the boats,
and escape and recapture of one of the boats is
as follows :—

When the Nana’s guns opeiied on the boat
in which Wheeler Sahib, the general was, (it
hus now been fully ascertainéd from servants
and others who were with the English ‘party
that General Wheeler was not dead hefore the
massacre, but was put wounded on board the
boats) he cut its cable and _dvopped down  the
river. Some little way: down . the boat ‘got
stuck near the shore, The Infantry and guns

{

!'becility appears to posséss the Governmer® at a

came up and opened fire, The large gun thef
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could not manage, not knowing: how to work
the elevating screw, and did not use it. 'With
the small gun they fired grape tied up in bags,

went on all day. It did not hurt the Sahib
log much. They returned the fire with their
rifles from the boat, and* wounded several of

towards evening. The Sepoys procured a very
big boat, into which they all'got, and dropped
down the river upon the Sahib’s boats. Then
the Sahib’s fired ‘again with their rifles and
wounded more Sepoys in the boat, and they

drew off and left them. * At wight came a great
rush of water in the river, ,w'})iih floated 05 the
Sahib's boat, and they passed on down the
river, but owing 1o the storm and the dark
night they only proceeded three or four koss,
In the meantime intelligence of the Sahib’s de-
fence had reached the Nana, and he sent off
that night three more eompanies of the native
regiment (1st Oude Infumt{.) and surrounded
the Sahib’s boat, and so took them and brpu'g,b_t
them baek to Cawnpoor. Then came out of

children—one boy and three half grown girls.
The Nana then' ordered the mem-®ahibs to be
‘seperated from the Sahibs, to be shot by the
Gillis Pultun, (1st Bengal Native Infantry ;)
but they said, « We will not shoot Wheeler Sa-
hib, who has made our Pultun's naine great,
and whose son is our quartermaster; neither
will we kill the Sahib-log. Put them in vie
son.’ | Then gaid the Nadire Pultun, * What
word is this? Put them in prison; we will
kill the male.” * 'So the Bahib-log were seated
or. the ground, and two companies of the Na-
dire. Pultun placed themselves over against
them, with their muskets ready to fire. Then
said one of the mem-Sahibs—the doctor's wife,
she was, I don’t know her nanie, but he was

keeper—* [ will not leave my husband ; . if he
must die T will die with him.* So shé ran and
sat cown ‘behind her busband, claspiog him
round the waist. Directly she said this the
other mem-Sahib's said, * We will also die
with our husbands;’ and they all went and sat
down beside their busbands,” Then ther hus-
bands said, * go back, but they would not,—
Whereupon the Nana ordered his saldiers, and
they going in pulled them forcibly away, sc lzing
them by the arm, but they could not get away
the Doctor’s wife, who there r'emaine:s;. ‘Chen
just as the Sepoys were going to fire, the padre
(chaplain) called out to the Nana and roquested
leave to read prayers before they died. The
Nana granted it.” The padre’s bonds were un-
lonsed so far as to  enable him to take a small
book out of his pocket, from which he vead:
but all this time orie“of the Sahib-logs, who
was shot in the arm and the leg, kept crying
out %o the Sepoys, * If you mean to kill us, why
don’t you set about it quickly and get the worl:
done ? Why delay?  After the padre had
read a few prayers ie shut the book, and the
Bahib-log shook hands all .round. Then the
Sepoys fired,  One Sahib rolled one way, ene
another, as they sat ; but they were not Cead,
only wounded ; so they went in and finished
them with swords. ~After this the whole of the
unfortunate women and children—that is, in-
cluding those taken out of other boats—to the
number of 122, were taken away to the yellow
house, which was your hospital,  This was the
Bithoor Rajah's house in the civil lines, where
I and four move Sepoys were confined, and
where T had the opportunity of talking to the,
Serjeant-Major's ~wife.  After this time,
when we (Sepoys) were taken down with the
Nana to Futtehpore, thé women and chijdren
were taken away to the house where they were
afterwards murdered.

¢ Were any of our women dishononred by the
Nana or his people ? None that 1 know of,
excepting in the case of Gen, Wheeler’s young-

This  was her circumstance. As they were ta=
Kking the mem-Sahibs, out of the boat a sowar
(cavalry man) took hér away with him to +his
house, . She went quietly; butatnight sherose
and got hold of the sowar’s sword. He was
asleep ; his wife, his son, and his mother-iri-law
were sleeping in the hoase with him. She
killed them all with. the sword, and then she
went and threw hergelf down the well behind
the house. In the morning, when people came
and found the dead in the house, the Cry was,
* Who has: done this ?’ Then a neighbour said
that in the night he had seen some one go and
throw himself into the well: - They went and
ooked, and there was Missee Baba, dead and
swollen,
Our correspondent adds -~

. I have seen ‘the fedrful slaughter house, and
also saw ‘one of the 1st Natice Infantry men,
according to order, wash up part of the blood
which stains ‘the floor, before hanging, The

uantities of drésses, clogaed thickly with blood
childrén’s frocks, frills and ladses’ under clothing
of all kinds, als6 boys" trousers, leaves of Bibles,
and of one book in particular, which seems. to.
Be strewed over the whola place, called ¢ Pre-
Parnuon for I)eath,' also roken dagugrroet\'pe
cases only, lots of them, arq hair, some nearly
d yard long; bonnets alj bloody, and one or
tWo shoes. - T picked up a bit of paper with on
1t1;f Ned's hair, with love,’ and opened and found
a little bit tied up, with vibbon. The first fel-
lows that went in, 1 believe, saw the bodies with

and the infantry fired with their muskets: this

est daughter, and about this I am not certain: -
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the Sepoys on the bank, who therefore drew off

that boat 6¢ Sahibs,” 25 mem-Sahibs and four

either superintending-surgeon or medical store-



