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FALL OF DELHI AND RELIEF OF
LUCKN OW

From the Bombay Gazette, October 17.
THE CAPTURE OF DELHNI,

TuE following account of the last days of the
siege of Delhi and the assault of the place will
be read with much interest ; it is wriiten by an
eye-witness :

¢ Your readers will have understood, from
the intelligence which has been from time to
time published, that from the period of the ar-
rival of our army before Delhi, in June last, up
till very lately the position: occupied by our
troops has been in effect a purely defensive one.
it extended from the picket at Metcalfe's house,
close to the river on the left, along the ridge
facing the north side of Delhi as far as the Sud-
zee Mundee suburb on our right, where this
ridge. terminates—the distance from the city
wall averaging from 1,200 to 1,500 yards.

“ We had from the first no choice as to the
front of attack, our position on the north side
bring the only one that could secure our com-
mnuieations with the Punjaub, whence our sup-
plies and reinforcements were drawn,

“ Whether the city might or might not have
heen carried by a coup de main, as was contem-
plated first in June and afterwards in July, it
is needless now to inquire ; but, judging from
the resistance we afterwards experienced in the
actual assault, when we had been greatly rein-
forced in_men and guns, it appears to me for-
tunate that the attempt was not made. Jn Del-
hi the enemy possessed a magazine containing
upwards of 200 guns and an almost inexhausti-
ble supply of ammunition, while their numbers
were certainly never less than double thoss of
the besiegers.

By the beginning of this month, hewever,
we received the siege train from Ferozepore
end further reinforcements of European and na-
tive troops from the Punjaub, and, it being’
known that there was no hope of any aid from
down country for a considerable time, it was
resolved that the siege should be at once com-
menced and prosecuted with the utmost vi-
gour.

OUR FORCES FOR THE ASSAULT.

* Our available force amounted, in round
nambers, to 6,500 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and
600 artillery, Eurcpeans and natives ; the re-

giments in camp being her Majesty's 9th Lan-|d

cers, her Majesty’s 6th Dragoon Guards, Guide
+Cavalry, Hodgson’s Horse, and  detachments of
the 1st, 2ad, and 5th Punjaub Cavalry :—Her
Majesty's 8th Foot (part of,) 520d Foot, 60th
Rifles (part of,) 61st Foot, 75th Foat, 1st and
2nd Bengal Fusiliers, Sirmoor and Iumaon
Battalions, (Ghoorkas) 4th Sikh Infantry,
Guide Infantry, Ist, 2nd, and 4th Regiments
Punjaub Infantry :—Four troops of Horse Ar-
tillery (Tomb’s, Turner’s, Remington’s, Ren-
nie’s), two light field “batteries (Scott’s and
Bourchier’s), and some companies of Foot Ar-
tillery attached to the siege guns, which nnm-
‘bered about forty heavy guus and howitzers, ten
‘hedvy and twelve lizht mortars.

‘ The means of the Engineers were very
restricted, not in officers but in trained men, of
whom there were only about 120 reguiar Sap-
pers. Some companies of Muzbec Siks had,
‘however, been rapidly raised and partially traio-
ed ;’and a'body of coolies had also been “col-
“dected, who worked remarkably well; the park
had been at work for some time in collecting
material, and 10000 fascines, 10,000 gabions,
and 10,000 sandbags were ready for future epe-
rations ; field magazines, scaling ladders. and
spare platforms had also been duly prepared,
and great credit -is'due to- Lieutenant  Brown.
low of the Engineers in charge of the park,
whose activity and intelligence contributed not
a little to the eventful success of our opera-
tions.

“The north face being the side to be at-
tacked, .it was resolved to hold the vight in
check as:far as possible, and to push the main
attack on the left first, as the river would ecom-
pletely proteot our flank as we advanced: se-
:«cond, as there was better cover on that side;
third, as after the assault the troops would not
find themselves in narrow streets, but in com--
paratively open ground.

“ The front to be attacked consisted of the
More‘e, Cashmere, and Water bastions, with the
-curtain walls connecting them. These bastions

had been greatly altered and improved by our |

OWn engineers many years ago, and presented
reg:ﬂq faces and flanks of masonry, with pro-
perly cut embrasures s the height of the wall
was twenty-four feet ahove the ground level, of
which, howerver, eight feet was a mere parapet
three feet thick, the remainder being about
four, times that thickness ; outsids the wail was
-a very wide berm, and then a ditch sixteen foet
deep and twenty feet wide at the bottom, es-
scarp afid cONNterseary steep,'and <he latter un-
revetted, and the former revetted with stone
and eight feet sn heights A good sloping gla-
cis coverad the lower ten feet of the wall from |
all attempts of  distant batteries
Jetails ara then given of
several batteries, dail
20th,

| near the Cashmere and Water bastions, and

lade the face of the bastions.

‘breach. Our batteries had maintained a tremen-

| Sergeant Carmichael then attempted to fire the

-

OPENING OF THE BATTERIES. !

“ On the 11th our batteries opened fire, a |
salvo from the nine 24-pounders opening the
ball, and skowing by the way it brought down
the wall in huge fragments what effect it might
be expected to produce after a few hours, The
Cashmere Bastion attempted to reply, but was
quickly silenced, and both portions of No. 2
went to work in fine style, knocking the bastion
and adjacent curtains to pieces.  Majers Camp-
bell and Kaye, Captains Johnson and Gray,
had charge of No. 2. No. 3, however, did not
commence fire till thefollowing day, when the
full power of ourartillery was shown, and a
continyous roar of fifty guns and mortars pour-
ing shot and shell on the devoted city warned
the enemy that-his and our time had at length
come. Night and day until the moraing of the
14th was this overwhelming fire continued.
But the enemy did not let ushave it all oyr own
way. Though unable to work a gun from any
of the three bastions that were so fiercely as-
sailed, they yet stuck to their guns in the open,
which partially enfiladed our position ; they got
a gun to bear from a hole broken open in the
long curtain wall ; they sent rockets from one
of their martello towers, and they maintained a
perfect storm of musketry fzom their advanced
trench and from thecity ‘walls.

“ On the night of the 13th the Engineers
stole down and examined the two breaches

both being reported prasticable, orders for the
assault weré at once issued, to take place at
daybreak the following morning.

PREPARING TO STORM.

“ The arrangements for the storming were
as follows :—

“ 1st Column,—Brigadier-General Nichol-
son. H. M. 75th Regiment, 1st Bengal Fusi-
liers, and 2nd Punjaub Infantry—Tostorm the
breach near the Cashmere bastion, and to esca-
attached—Lieutenants Medley, Lang, and
Bizgham.

¢ 2nd Column.—Brigadier Jones, C, B, H.
M.’s 8th Regiment, H. M.’s 61st Regiment,
and 4th Sikh Infantry-—To storm the breach
in the Water bastion. Engineer officers at-
tached —Lieutenants Greathead, Hovenden,
and Pemberton.

¢« 3rd Coluwn,—Colonel Campbell, H, M.’s
52nd Regiment, 2ad Fusiliers, and 1st Punjaub
Infantry — To assault by the Cashmere cate after
it should be blown open. Engineer officers at-
tached—Lieutenants Home, Salkeld, and Tan-

T 4th Column.—Major Reid. Detachment
of European ‘Regiments, Sirmoor Battalion,
Gvide Infantry, and Detachment of Degrahs.
To attack the suburb Kissengunj, and enter the
Lahore gate. Engineer officers attached—
Lieutenants Maunselland Tennant.

5th  Column.—DBrigadier Lorgfield. H.
M.s 60th Rifies, Kumaon Battaliony and 4th
Punjaub Infantry. the reserve. Engineer - offi-
cers attached—Lieuts. Ward and Thacke-
ray.

'¥"At four a. m. the different columns fell in
and were marched to their respective places,
the heads of Nos. 1, 2, and 8 columns being
kept concealed until the moment for the actual
assault should arrive. The signal was to be the
advance of the Rifles to the front to cover the
heads of ‘the columns. by skirmishing.

THE ASSAYILT.

“ Everything being ready, General Nichol-
som, whose excellent arrangements elicited the |
admiration of all, gave the signal, and the Ri-!
fles dashed to the front with a cheer, extends
ing along and skirmishing the -low jungle,
which at this point extends:to within fifty yards|
of the ditch. Atthe same moment the hgadsj
of No. 1 and 2 columus emerged from the Kod-
see Bagh, and advanced steadily towavds the

dous fire up to the moment of the advance of
the troops, and nota gun could the enemy |
bring to bear on the stoerming columns ; but |
no sooner did these emerge into the open than
a perfect hailstorm of bullets met them from
the front and both flanks, and officers and men
fell fast on the erest of the glacis. For ten
minutes it was impossible to get the ladders
down into the ditch to ascend the scarp, but
the determination of the British soldier carried
all before it, and Pandy declined to meet the
Charge of the British bayonet, With a shout
and a rush the breaches were both won, and
the enemy fled in confusion,

BLOWING IN THE CASIMERE GATE. !
Meanwhile the Explosion Party advanced in i
front of the column Straight upon the Cashmere
gate. This little band of heroes (for they were
no less) had to advance in broad daylight tothe
gateway in the very teeth of g hot fire of mus-
ketry from above, and through the gateway and
on both fanks the powder bags were coolly laid
and adjusted; but Lieut. Saikeld was by this!
time kers de combat, with twe bullets in bim. |

train, but was shot dead. Sergeant Burgess
than tried and succeeded, buz paid for the da-
ring act with bis life, Sergeant Smith, think- |

tee explosion. . With a loud erash the gateway |

was blown in, apd through it the 3rd column
rushed to’the assault, and entered the town just
as the other columns had won the breackes.—
General Wilson has sinee bestowed the Victo-
ria Cross on Lieutenants Home and Salkeld, on
Sergeant Smith, and on a brave man of her
Majesty’s 52nd, who stood by Lieut, Salkeld to
the last, and bound up his wounds.

THE TROOPS INSIDE.

General Nicholson then formed the troops in
the main guard inside, and with his column pro-
ceeded to clear the ramparts as far as the Mo-
ree bastion, It was in advancing beyond this
towards the Lahore gate, that be met the wound
which has since eaused his lamented death, a
death which it is not too much to say has dim-
med the lustre of even this victory, as it has
deprived the country of one of the abiest men
and the most gallant soldiers that England
anywhere numbers ameng her ranks.

‘The 4th column, I regret to say, failed, but
as it was too far for me to know anything of
its real progress, I prefer leaving its story to
be told by another, instead of sending you a
vague and imperfeet account. Had this column
succeeded, its possession of the Lahore gate
would have saved us much subsequent trouble.

¢ I regret that my account must stop here, as
being wounded myself at this stage of the pro-
ceedings, I was unable to witness the subsequent
capture of the magazine, the Burn Bastion, the
Palace, and finally of the whole city. Some
one else will, doubtless, canclude my story in
a more worthy manner than I have told it. ~On
the day of the assault, we had 61 efficers, and
1,178, killed and wounded, being nearly one-
third of the whole number engaged. The 1st
Fusileers alone lost nine officers, and other re-
giments, 1 believe in proportion. The Engi-
neers suffered heavily; the three officers con-
ducting Nos. 1, 2, and 4 columns, (Lieutenants
Medley, Greathed and Munsell) were all struck

Engineer officers | 40¥n early in the fight, and of 17 officers on

duty that day, 10 were put hors de combat.—
The loss of the enemy is never likely to be
correctly ascertained, but at the end of the ope-
rations it is probable that at least 1,500 men
must have been killed between the 7th and 20th
and avery large number wounded who were
cerried away.

REMARKS ON THE SIEGE.

For the complete success that attended the
prosecution of the siege, the chief credit is un-
doubtedly due to Col. Baird Smith, the Chief
Engineer, and to Captain A. Taylor, the di-
rector of the attack. The plan of the attack
was bold and skilful ; the nature of the anemy
we were contending with was exactly appre-
ciated, and our plans  shaped accordingly.—
Pandy can fight ‘well behind cover, but here
he was out-maneeuvred—his attention being ti-
verted from the real point of attack till the
last, and then the cover which might bave pro-
ved such g serious obstacle to us was seized at
the right moment without loss, and all its ag-
vantages turned -against him. With plenty
of skilful workmen the siege works might have
been more speedily construcsed, but with the
means at our disposal 'the wonder is that so
much was done with so little loss. :

If the siege of Delhi was not a -regular siege
in the same sense with that of Baurtpore -or
Seringapatam, it may yet ‘beara fairer eompari-
son witha greater than either, that of Sebasto-
pol. Inboth the strength-of the fortifications
was as nothing—it was the proportion of ‘be-
sieged to besiegers, the magnitude of the arse-
nal inside, and the impossibility of a thorough
investment that censtituted the real strength of
the place ; and in fact, neither were properly
speaking, sieges, but rather attacks on an army
in a strongly entrenched position.

DELEI AFTER ITS FALL.

¢ Later and fuller accounts state‘that on the
evening of the 20th the capture of the place
was completed by the seizure of the palace,
Selimgurh, acd the bridge. The mutineers
seem to have contestec every foot of pround
so long.as they could fight under cover; and
though it appears that very many of them have
been killed, the loss on our side was necessarily
great. We have, however, no trustworthy-
statement of the entire.number of killed and
wounded. Between 10 o’clock, a. m., and
of the 20th, the palace, which had been cleared
of its cefenders and inmates by tko shells of
our force, was takenm possession of by our

troops.  The King and his sons had fled in

disguise along the road to the south, and large
bodies of the mutineers had effected a timely
escape in good order before the beaten rem-
nant were driven in headlong route from the
city. Delhi, after its capture, is described as a
perfect picture of desolation. Its houses in
ruins, and valuable property lying about the
streets, while living figures were few and far
between, the victors baving allowed the non-
combatant inhabitants safe conduct out of the
place.

e
TO QUEEN VICTORIA—IN THF PALACE
AT DELHI.

“On the night of the 21st September, the
conqueror, General Wilson, proposed the health
of Queen Victoria in the Dewan-i-Khas, the

: . . lihg that Burgess too had failed, ran forward, but ; beautiful white marble durbar hall of the Par
the formation of the ! seeing the train a Tight, had just time to throw ! lace, m )
y down £0 the night of the | himselfinto the ditch and escape the effects of | throne, and which bears the weli-known in-

where once stood the famed peacock
scription, means to apply to the palace and its

‘
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gaxdens genenally, and which now reads like
mockery :—

“ Okl if there’s an Eden on earth, it is this.”

“ Here, in the palice of the Great M-
guls, the health of our Queen was drunk by
her' victorious soldiers with enthusiastic chegrs,
which were taken"up by the gailant Ghaor-
kas, who formed the personal guard of the
General.

CAPTUTE OF THE KING, AND EXECUTION
OF HIS SONS.

*On the 21st the Old King surrendered to
Captain Hodsonand his cavalry near the Kootub
Minar, which is about fifteen miles south of
Delhi. He was accompanied in his captivity as
in his flight by his chief wife, the Begum Zee-
nut Mahal, the Ornament of the Palaee.” The
King is said to be nearly Dinety years of age,
and it is probabie that he is scarcely in any
way responsible for what has been done in biz
name, 80 that, as at present informed, we can-
not condemn the clemency which has spared
his life.  He is now a prisoner in what was
once his own palace. T'wo of his sons and &
grandson, who were captured also by Captain
Hodson, at the tomb of Humayoon, about five
miles from Delhi, and who are known to have
been leaders in the rebellion, have received the
reward of their treason, They were shot on
the spot, and their bodies were brought back 1o
the city, and exposed at the Kotwallee or chief
police-office, where it is said so many of our
countrymen were so brutally and cruelly mur-
dered. ‘ :

THE PURSUING COLUMNS.

‘On the 23rd, two columns of our troops
started in pursuit of the fugitives, one under
Col. Greathed of JH- M’s. Sth Regiment, mar-
ching on Allyghur, the other proceeding down
the right bank of the Jumna towards Muttra
and Agra. We bad no precise inf8rmation as
to what these pursuing forces had dene,but by
accounts from Agra one appears to have reach-
ed the neighbourhood of Allyghur, and the
other that of Muttraon the 28th ult. Weare
also, as yet, uninformed of the destination or
fate of the fugitives, but it is thought that some
are making for Oude, and others for Gwalior.
We trust that, numerically weak as our loyal
forces are at present, the mutineers driven from
Delhi may not be found more troublesonie ¢lse-
where than they wege there.

¢ Foremost in the Jist of officers who fell in
the capture of Delhi, we regret to state, is the
rame of the able and gallant Brigadier-General
John Nichoison, whose distinguished but too
brief carreer was closed by & mortal wound re-
ceived in the storming of the city.

OTHER ACCOUNTS OF THE FALL.

The following is the substance of a letter from
the Chief Commissioner, dated Lahors, 20th
September, 1857 :—

¢ The palace of Delhi was found to be eva-
cuated this morning, and is now in our posses-
sion. The mutineers_had lost all the gates of
the city ‘but the Turcoman and Delhi. The
Ajmere gate was taken without loss, the muti-
neers deserting fast. The King and Royal fa-
mily had fled. Mr Greathed the Commissioner,
died of cholera last night at Delhi.’

A telegraphic message from Col. Durand, an-
nounces the arrival of an express from Nee-
much, 1st inst., containing a copy of a letter
from Delhi of the 22nd ult., from "Col. Beecher
to Captain Nixon, and giving further particu-
lars of the capture. It says:—¢ All going on
wonderfully well at Delhi. ~ The King and the
Beegum ' Zeenut Mahal are close prisoners,—
The Princes Moerza Moghul, Abu Bukhur. and
Kheyser Sooltan, were brought in by Hodson,
from Humayoon’s tomb, ‘and shot at the Delhi
gate on the 22nd. ‘Their bodies are lying st
the XKotwallee, where so many of our poor
countrymen were murdered and exposed, A
pursuing column under Col. Greathed (HM’s.
8th) of 1.600 infantry, 18 guns, and 600 cavalry
was to leave onthe 23rd. Delhi i§ a perfect
picture of desolation, completely abandoned,
and a vast amount of property left behind.—
We regret to learn the death'of the gallant
Nicholson. The officer appointed Governor of
Delki, is Lieutenant Colonel Burn, 1st Benga!
Native Infantry and Superintendent of Army
Clothing.”

LETTERS FROM DELHI

The following are extracts from private let-
ters, bearing dates from the 14th to the 21st
September :

September 21.

The capture of the city of Delhi, of the V-
lace, and the Fort of Selimhguur, was com-
pleted yesterday. All henour to the noble
army which, under command of Major-Gene«
ral Wilsen, has effected this most 1mportant
conquest, by which the wide spread rebellion o
the mutinous Bengal army has received a com-
plete defeat in Upper India. The davs of
Clive and Lake are again revived among us.--
Neither the devastation 6f that terrible scourge,
the cholera, nor the deadly stroke of an 1ndian
summer's sun, which have so grievously thin-
ned the ranks of our small army curing the
past three months—the harrassing and aimos:
incessant duties of the camp, the ever recurning
combats with a highly-trained and veteran ene-
my, wito out-numbered us by thousands in




