THE GLEANER.

NOVA SCOTIA.

THE Legislature of this Province is sum.
morted to meet for the despatch of business
on the 4th February.

The Chief Justice, Brenton Halliburton,
completed his 84th year onthe 10th instant,
and was waited upon by the bench and bar
with complimentary addresses from both those
bodies, to both of which he made suitable re-
plies. Allthe Chief Justjces of this Province
arrived to a good old age before they were ga-
thered to their fathers.

It is reported that Samuel Fairbanks, Esq.,
has been appointed Chief Commissioner of
Crown Lands, in the place of the Hon. James
B. Uniacke. It is also reported that Alfred
Whitman, Esq., Member for Annapolis Town-
ship, has been called "to the Legislative Coun-
cil. Moses Shaw, of Clements, is a candidate
for Mr W.’s vacant seat. It is also rumour-
ed, and believed, that the Earl of Mulgrave
has been appointed Governor of this Province,
and that he will assume the duties of his of-
fice early in the ensuing spring.

The papers report a most extraordinary
mortality in a family named McNutt, living
in the lower village, of Truro. Six of them
died of putrid sore thoat, and nearly all at
the same time. :

The Hon. David Crichton, one of the Mem-
bers of the Legislative Council, died at Pictou
en the 7th instant.

It is confidently asserted that the Railroad
from Halifax to Windsor will be opened be-
fore Christmas.

MISPECK ROAD MURDER.

WE are indebted to the Morning News,
received by yesterday’s mail, for the following
further developments respecting this fearful
tragedy. The elder Slavin was a monster in
luman shape ; but he has suffered the penalty
ofhis crimes, and is gone to give an account
of them to an all-wise and benificent Being,
who will judge him aright:

¢« Another Horror.~ Considerable excitement
was created on Sunday . evening by the news
that the body of aman had been brought iuto
town, which had been diseevered ahout three
miles from this city in the woods,” hard frozen,
with the head severed from the bady,
some distance from it, Of course it was immo-
diately surmised that another murder had been
committed, and most people associated it with
the recent horrid crimes. Yesterdmy (Monday)
at two o’clock, a Coroner’s Jury was assembled,
and on proceeding to the Dead House a shock-
ing spectacle awaited them. The dead man’s
skull and his tarpauling hat lay on one. table,
and the frozen body with the legs grossed, as if
he had quictly laid down to sleep, on another
table.  With considerahle difficulty the clothee
were detached from the chest and neck, of de-
ceased. In one pocket was found tobaceo and
a farthing, The shirt round the neck -was
quite clear from blood or other stains. All
round the neck had evidently. been gnawed.—
The lungs had been caten by some. small pni-
mals, which had been able to creep into the
neck.— Leader, Dec. 15”7

“ There was much exeitemént in the Cisy
Yesterday, in consequence of a confession ha-
ving been made by young Slavin in the Peni-
tentiary, touching the cauge of the death of the
man Stewart, above referred to. It appears
that there was a fourth party cougerned in the
awfel T'ragedy. On account of eertain suspi-
cious eircumstances young Slavin was ques-
tioned on Monday, and after some little hesita-
tion he stated in substanee as follows. That
Stewart in company with the two Slavins and
Breen, proceeded together om shenight of the
myrder ; and when within 2 ghort *distance of
the house, Breen suggested to him (Stewart)

to conceal himself at the'side of the road, and !

there remain watching, until the others should
return. After the murder was committed the
parties came along towards town, and on giving
a signal to Stewart on the road, (by- Breen’s
coughing) he came out from his place ‘of con-
cealment, and Breen handed hima tin box fil-
led with something so heavy that‘the boy Sla-
vin could secarcely lift it. Breen and Stewart

then proceeded into town carrying the box |

hetween them alternately, and one or both of
them stopped at Ramsay’s ‘house on“the City
toad near the brick Fard.  Thé elder Slavin
was opposed from ‘the beginning to Stewart's
having any hand in the murder, or any know-
ledge ofit, whether befcre or after. Stewart
betook hinself to the Black River road ¢n Sun-
day moruning. Breen.(no doubt incited by
Slavin) felt that there were too many witness-
es in the case, and therefore concluded “to put
Stewart out of the way. Accordingly on Sun.
day evening he proceeded towerds Stewart’s
place of residence, and after plying him well
with liquor and making him drunk, and get-
ting him off the main road, hie cut his throat
with a knife, and left him dead... It appears
from what has since transpired; that the old
willain Slavin intended to kill Breen himself,

andlying | We exposed one phase, ina rathex hupable walk |

he gone, it was Slavin's intention to strike him
with the axe as he came up, and so put him
out of the way as well as Stewart. There would
then have been but two witnesses in the bloody
tragedy, Father and Son.

FAST TRADING.

Tre London Weekly Times publishes the
following developments respecting the system
pursued by certain firms, and the results which
naturally flowed from the prosecugion of such
vicious practices. They point outin a most
forceable manner, the impropriety and dishon-
esty of persons indulging in a BIG trade, a big
house, or a big any thing else, when that in-
dulgence is procured at the cost of others,
who have been unfortunately induced by false
promises, or false appearances, to trust their
money w®r their property to their keeping.
Better far to “ pursue the even tenor of their
way,” doing a safe, ligitimate, and honorable
business, than to resort to such trickery recor-
ded below, to keep up appearances for a brief
period, and then break dowm, involving them-
selves asuwell as their creditors and families,
in distress and too frequently in ruin.

« There can be litt'e doubt that the existing
difficulty has its origin in over trading and over
speculation. In America, the beginning of-the
panic, of which the injurious effects are so se-
verely felt in this country, was attributable to
stock exchange speculations, and to the injudi-
cious advances of the banks on railway secu-
rities, for which no buyers could be found when
the pressure came. The mania for gambling
in shares had been so widely extended through-
out the community, that the first check invol-
ved thousands in ruin. Then came the run on
the banks, the suspension of specie payments,
and auniversal depression in every kind of pro-,
perty. Asour transatlantic cousins are a much
faster race than the English at. hdte, the mo-
ment credit was shaken, ecommercial establish-
ments began to topple down like houses of
cards. I'he failures in the United States have
been going on at.the rate of three hundred a
week, and it is.impossible that such a commer-
cial collapse could take place in that country
without drawing in numerous houses here con-
nected with the American trade. The gross
liabiglities of insolvent American firms is es-
‘timated at .twenty millions aterling, and it is
no matter of surprise that London, Liverpool,
and Glasgew should suffer from the crash, In
all such crises, the weak houses, trading on
ccredit, without a sufficient. basis of eapital, go
first. That there is a great deal too much over
trading amongst ourselves is a patent fact.—

Jast week, when commenting on the case of
Badgrove and Ragg. The reports of ‘the Court
of Bankruptéy in the present week supply ano-
ther, which is by no means an uncommon ex-
ample, Messrs. Syers, Walker, and Syers, en-
itered into businegss as ¢ merchants’ of London
and Liverpool, in January, 1854, with a capital
of fous thousand pounds. ‘Lheir trading in
three.years amounted to.the enormous sum of a
million sterling. Their debts are in proportion
~near}y two hundred thousand pounds —.and
their assets will realise aboust 2s. in the pound.
Of course the bankrupts, whese losses were at
the rate of fifty thonsard a year, lived in good
rstyle at the expense of their creditors. This
class of merchants are sustained by discounts,
}and by obtaining advances on goods: before they
'are paid for.. One day they appear as milljon-
;aireﬂ. the next they fail for-enorinous suma,
i paying e contemptible dividend. These men
jare kept afloat, to a great extent, by the impro-
| vidence of the joint stock banks, and from. the
British Rank to the last smashes in Scotland,
we find the system running throngh them all,
A financial writer of great repute has, in refer-
ence to the presenterisis, givena sketehof ¢he
| nature of thece banking transactions, as true as
it is severe,

« ¢« A congern with eight millions of British
capital entrusted to its care, has brought itself
to bankruptey by fostering a set of fradulent
j traders “to the damage of all legitimate mer-
{chanta’ - ‘The speculator in produce, without
<apital or talent, assuming 1o be a millionaire,
certain of a large fortune if the market advan-
ces, and trusting to the fears of hiy banking ac-
complices to uphold him if his game goes wrong
—the bank with its < wealthy proprietary,” (ir-
respective of a seore or two of widows and or-
phans) gambling by means of re-discounts to
ten times the extent of its available resources,
| =0 a3 to make large dividends and suzplus pro-
fits to cover the most cdisgraceful Josses—the
popnlar manager, to whom everything .is en-
trusted, usually .2n npstart, proud of his power
to crush the business of any respeetable. house
by backing up with unlimited loans, a set of
| penmiless protoges to counteract its, operations
1—5:\(! the money firms who assist the process i
{only 8o long as it is thoroughly safe; all alike |
are conseious that between them and the Bank
Charter Act there can be no quarter.’

«» ‘I'he worst of it is that merchants: of the
highest honor are brought down by a system
which fosters.a set of speculators without capi-
tal or honesty.”

| s S |
| DBaNK of ENGLAND.—The extensive Ame-

yrican House which it was reported had recei-

i ved assistance to the amount of ‘a million ster-

DISTRICT OF GASPE.
WE clip the following paragraphs from. the
Quebec Chronicle,as they contain information
that may be interesting to our readers in the
above-named District ; .

“ A cerrespondent of the Canadien thus
writes from Toronto on the 28th ult.

“ You may announce that Messrs. Thomp-
son and Deblois, ex Circuit Judges, one of
hem residing at New Carlisle, the other at
Pereé, and whose offices ceased, to exist on the
24th instant, by the operation of the new Ju-
dicature Act, have obtained retiring pensions,
—Mr Thompson of twosthirds, Mx,Deblois of
one-third of their salary. ‘I'he first was a judge
for 27 years, the other during only 8 or 9 years.
Their successors are; not yet known, though
their appointment cannot be delayed as the
District is now withoutjudges. . All the other
Circuit *Judges will be immediately created
Judges of the Superior Court, in virtue of the
new Act. After which will follow the appoing-
ments of Prothonotaries, Sheriffs, &¢., in the
new Districts.—Deec. 1-

“ We gave insertion on Tuesday, to a state-
ment of the Teronteo corxespondent of the Cana-
dian, that two Judges for the district of Gaspé
are 2hout tg beappointed immediately to replace
Messte. Thompson and Deblois, who have re-
tired.. We have heard that the, judgeships in
question were offered to the Hon, Mr Lemicux
and Mr Dunbar, Ross, who both declined to ac-
cept them. As to the appointments of Pro-
thonotaries, Sheriffs, &e., about to he made, for
the mew Judicial Distriets in this section of
the Province, we hope to see that discrimina-
tion exercised which the importarnce of the of-
fices demands. The Prothonotaries, especially,
will require to be prefessional men, and would,
certainly, be conducive to the selection of com-
petent officers if, in every case, the choice were
not confined merely to the newly constituted
judicial districts, but extended to the division
of Lower Canada in which such districts had
been heretofore included.”

: LOCAT.
ArromnryENTS.—The Gazette received on
Saturday last, confirms the rumour of the ap-
ointments in this County mentioned in our
I:zst week’s paper, of Richard Sotton, Esq., to
the office of Deputy Treasurer for the Port of
Newcastle, and of ‘Samne] Thomson, Esq., as
Clerk of the Peace for the County. The Ga-

zette also contains the following :

“Andrew R. Wetmore, Esq., to be Clerk of
the, Crown in the Supreme Court, in the room

of Andrew Barberie, Esq.”

ELrcrion.—Last week wenoticed iha post-
script, thagthe Sheriff had received the Writ
for the ele‘c&i;q of a Member for this County,
vacant by rosignation of Mr Sutton, conse-
quent on his acceptance of the Office of Deputy
Ireasurér at Newcastle. No other Candidate
exce{);, Mr 8. is ag:yet in the field,and we do
not think there will be, as inall likelihpod the
seat will be again vacant at an early day. At
the winter Session of the Legislature, a bill
passed the Iower house, with a largemajority,
rendering all persons holding the Office of
Deputy Treasurer, Clerk of the Peace, and se-
veral others of emolument under. the Govern-
ment, as ineligivle to hoid seats in the.Assem-
bly, but in consequence of the abrupt manner
in which the business of the Legislature was
brought to a close, no action was taken upon
it by the Council. 'We presume, this judicious
and highly popular measure, will. be again
brought before the Legislature at the approach-
ing Session, when it will in all likelihood meet
with the sanction of the respective branches
thereof and become Law. If our anticipations
be correct. Mr Sutton, and several other gen-
tlemen holding seats in the Assembly, will be
compelled to retire or resign their offices; a
contest therefore, under these circumstances,
we think, would be.injudicious and ill-
timed.

PovtarY.—Judging from the large flocks
of Geese wesaw last suramer while journeying
in the Counties of Glougesterand Restigouche,
we think they must have a few.tospare. If
some person of a speculative . turn of ming,
would bring on a load or two to this quarter,
we think “he. would have a speedily s:ﬁe, and
realise something for his pains, notwithstand-
ing the hard times,.,. We have often wander-
ed why our farmes—many of whom have
everyconveniencefor raising geese and ducks—
do not make an effort to supply the market,
instead of forcing persons to send the money
vut of the County to procure them. We do
not mention Turkejs—such a thing is scarce-
Iy ever to be procured.

Inquist.—An Inguest was held on Sunday
last, 13th inst., at Keary’s Hotel, in Chatham,
betore M. CRANNEY, Hsq., Coroner, on view of
thebody of Joirx Hurprryan, Tailor, who was
found deéad near Daniel McLauchlin’s House.
Verdict—Accidental Death. 'The Jury, from
the evidence adduced, Svere of opinien
that.deceased was under the influence of li-
quar.

banc 2 AT B

C'rnLiNG.—A number of persons indulged

in thiv old-fashioned and interesting game on

When McKenzie was thrown into the cellar he | ling is George Peabody & Co. Baring & ! Thursday last, on the ice opposite to Chatham.
wented Breen to g0 own and rifiethe poc. | Brothers. itis also said, received assistance to | The day wasfine, and there weve a great many

xets of the deceased, but,Przen declined,  IHag

wthe same amount.

i spectators.

15 Persons finding our Stationery Store
closed, will please enquire at the Printing Of-
fice, where a person will be prepared at all.
times to serve them.

1% Persons sending Communications or
notices of Marriages and Deaths, are required
to pay the postage, otherwise they will not re-.
ceive attention. :

'GOOD TIMES COMING:

SugH is the heading of the following ar'ticle, .
which we copy with much pleasure from a late
number of the New York Herald. We sin-
gerely hope our neighbours have seen the
worst of the crisis, and that the anticipations

‘of the writer will be. realised.

¢ The financial crisis seems to have exhaust~
ed itself, and we already see signs of a reco-
very of trade.of all kinds from the preceding
stagnation. ¢

“T'here is also a marked improvement in all
kinds of retail trade, and many manufacturing
establishments have resumed operations, Wall
‘ptreet is much easier, and the banks have, a.
comfortablespeeie bas:s of twenty-four millions,
¢ there. or thereabonts” The leading stocks
have. come up to their proper values,.and the
faneies sell for more than they are worth, as
usual, Money begins to circulate more freely, |
collections are. made with more facility, and the
tax receiver is.run down with the city debtors
anxious to settle up. On a fine afternoon, like
that of yesterday, you will see the Broadway
bazaars erowded with Jadies, who have nowan.
pppertunity to buy at fair prices. There are
not s0 many long faces down. town as there
were three weeks ego ; we hear. nothing .more
from the.unempiayed laborers, the honester por-
tion of them finding plenty of hard work and
sure pay at the Central Park—and confidence,
whichis the basis of all mercantile operations,
is returnjng more rapidly than could have.been .
expeeted.

¢« 1t is quite evident, from. all. these.indica-~
tions, that with proper foresight and. a little
economy to prevent too sudden an infletion, and
thereby bring about a relapse, weauay soon
stand as well as we did a_year.ago. We have,
at any rate, broken the neck of the revulsion—
have passed thremgh the panic, and are recover-
ing from the stagnation. At present, trade of
all kindg is almast as. active as it ever is at this
season of the.year, which is never a particulars
Iy lively one.”

COUNTY GLOUCESTER.

TuE St. John Morning News contains the
acknowledgment of Messrs. Ferguson, Bald-
win, and: McKenna, of the receipt of the sum
of £102 6 0, subscribed in that City for the
relief ‘of the families of the Fishermen lost on

our coast last summer. The Committee says:

¢ We rejoice to he able to say that we believe
the funds placgd at.our disposal, will prove am-
ply sufficient to relieve the 1ost pressing ne-
cessities, and materially - mitigate the sufierings
of the parties for whose benefit it is cesigued
during the present winter, .
. “-Atthe termination of our labours, we pur-
pose to pybligh o detailed stotement of the ap-
prapriation of thisfund, with the names, cir-
¢umstances, and amount of relief to each party,
for the satisfactipn of the contributors.”

Freprricron Main.—The. Gazette containg
1 Proclamation further proroguing the meeting
of the General Assembly until the 14th Janu-
ary ; but no mention js made of the dispatch of
business. : -

% For remainder of Editor’s Department
and Marriages and Deaths, see 2nd page.

LATEST BY TELEGRAPH.

1 New York, Dec, 14, 1857.

“ Europa” arrived this morning.
' Later dates from India reports arrival out of
15 troop ships with 6000 men. Mutineers de-
feated at Agra; forty-three guns captured ¢
1000 ribels killed. General Jlavelock remain-
ed at Lucknow ; large forces of the enemy in
the vicinity, XKing of Delhito be tried by
military commission ; two more of his sons
shot. :

Some additional failures rgported in England
but matters generally Mokahore favorable ; de;
mand for money diminishing, Gold flewing
insteadily. Breadstuffs beld at 6d. advance :
Western Canal flour 24s. 6d. to 255, ; corn and
wheat trifle mote active; provisions dull,—
Sugar 6d. to 1s. lower. Tea prices barely
maintained ; coffee dull.

To the Reading Room, Clatham.

Halifax, Deeember 18, 1857,
Canada arrived. Pgarliament opened, and
Queen's Speech reterred chiefly to Bank of En-
gland and - India, Indian affairs after recess.
Heavy failures continne, but upou the whole,.
Mopey maiters were improved. Funds 1.8
better.  Gold hadarrived,and demands at Bank
not oppressive, At Hamburgh there was great
Commercial dictress, in fact general prostration.
Breadstuffs declined, on Wheat 2d to 3d, Flour
6d to-1s, Corn ¢d.- Several attempts to launch
the Leviatlian had been partially successful and
expected to ‘be sccomplislied in a few days.—

The Engineers have every thing under DOZp,
fect,control,. Nothing from Ingdia.
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