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THE GLEANER.

Commuications,

THE MATAPEDIA ROAD.
To the Editor of the Gleaner.

Sin.—Hearing of the great Matapedia Road
which is in contemplation of beirg built, and
being in the neighbourhood of Campbeliton, I
‘thought I would attend on the day of sale
which took pflace on ﬂx3 23rd inst., not so much
for the purpose of bidding for a portion of the
road, as to gratify idle curiosity, and see and
be aeen like many others on that day, and ap-
pear 88 if I had business on hand, and make a
ir pretension. Be that as it may, I was am-
ply punished for my folly, if folly it was; for a
more drenching, disagreeable day of rain, it has
“seldom been” my faté*tz%e out in, and “being
unprovided with top coat or umbrella, I cer-
tainly reccived the full benefit of it; yet wet
as the day was, I never saw such a number of
peoyle gathered together at a Road sale before.
It appeared as if the'whole country had turned
out. Among the number, to my astonishment
T observed the Honorable John Montgomery
and Sherman Smith, Bsq., and on enjuiring
of a geutleman present what could be the mo-
tive of the Hon. Grentleman, in making his ap-

_pearance on such a day, and at sucha place,
. 1 was informed that two rival lines of road past

the flat lands, was causing a great stir in the
- neighbourhood; and the Hon. John Montgo-
wery being friendly to the Messrs. Meagher,
‘and taking a deep interest im the Matapedia
Road, and looking forward to it with a states-
man-like view a3 the harbinger of bétter days,
resolved to attend in person on the day of sale,

o o o

“and tender his advice to Joseph Meagher, Esq.,

brother to the Member elect, before matters
‘were pushed too far, and trouble or blame be

_.attached hereafter to. either of his friends. It

appears that two gentlemen of the mname of

- _Billers, had some hand in loocating or coun-

§ ®

..vinter to procure stuff for bridges and

cilling some former saperintendent, in laying
out a considerable sum of money upon one jof
the most absurd lines of Road myeyes ever he-
teld, and no persen having the smallest idea

“of road making would ever think of making a

yroad that -way, if  a better could be found. I
heard but one opinion from all who saw it, and
that was —that it was g mockery to think of
it \in preference to the present laid out line
which was sold. I'am told that the Hon. John
Montgomery was highly satis§ed with the new
aid off line, and cousidered it the only practi-

« cable line to be got, as well as all whom Lheard

expresgan opinion on the merits of the two lines
with the exception of the two gentlemen already
narned, who stilltenaciously cling to their dog-
ged opinions,  But I believe there is a passage
of seripture that reads something like the fol-
lowing ; that is—¢ That A roor muy be wiser
in his own conceit, than seven men that would
tender & eontrary reason.” But Sir, I must
oiose, and at present remain, yours, ‘

A SPECTATOR.

Dalhousie, Sept. 25, 1857.

Yo the Editor of the Glsaner.

Dean Sir.—The long talked of Matapedia
Road has at length become a fixed fact. On
Wednesday the 23rd ‘inat. there were no less
than five miles of the Road sold at a very low
rate indeed, considering the nature of the
ground and the amouut of labour to be perform-
ed. Some ten or twelve miles more may be
sold this fall yet, ¢0 be completed on a given
day the ensuing summer. Thanks to the Mem-
ber elect for the County, whose energy, exer-
tion and enterprise deserve all praise without a
shade of flattery, not’ alone from his Consti-
tuents but the Province of Canada at large as
well as the Northern séction of New Bruns-
wick, for I mustinform you, that, although the
Government of Canada granted a very hand.-
some sum indeed towards making the said
Road, still no orders had arrived for the draw-
ing of one shilling of the mouey, proving the
truth of the old adage ¢ that large bodies nove
slowly;”’ however, Mr Meagher bravely came
forward and put his own shoulder ‘to the ,\'vheel
instead of running round crowing of the feats
he had done, or ¢ calling on Hercules’’ to for-
ward the work ; no, nothing of this, and aiter
waiting the movements of the Government for
a reasonable time, and fearing that the season
would slip past without anything being done,
e boldly took the initiation of the affair into
his ‘owun hands, ordering off an exploring party
and then to locate the Koad and bring it to sale,
defraying all expenses gut of his own private
purse, by which means he has no doubt saved
the Government some hundreds, if not thous-
ands of pounds, for you must know that Con-
tractors having till next July or August to fal-
{il their contracts, and the advantages of a long
nd wharf-
ings, many pounds must be saved. Besides
this, he and his brother, Joseph Meagher, Esq-,
made one or two trips in person “to examine
the line of Road, and hezr complaints or sug-

“gestions. You might suppose after all this,

that things would move on in the most orderly
snd amicable manner? If so, you are quite
raistaken, for the knowing ones declare things
all wrong together :—First and formost, there
#a the Saperintendent, ‘or s you call him in
New Brunswick, Superviser, although he was
elucated and r2ared to tnanhood if.the famous
City of Quebee, he has unfortanately spent 2

_number of y2ars in the humble Villeze'of Carle-

“ton, earning hia bread by honest industry,

s crew of men lyzging aloog a The

which entirely disqualifies him for the' task :
had he come direct from beyond the Rocky
Moantains or the top of Ben Lomapga, having
olite, .ta-

king the heights and distances of cach of the
mountains he passed on the line ef Road,
or displaying a quadrant and sextant, taking a
few lunar observations ; sticka jack staff down
at each man’s door as he passed by ; taiking
learnedly of the acute angles, obtuse ungles, in-
clined planes, ascents and descents, segments
orcircles, and winding upzll by describing how |
the heavenly bodies would bear on the travel-

ler at such and such points or portions of the

road, not forgerting to point out to each good

farmer, how to, make the four corners of his
housea sun-dial. Oh'! Sir, insuch a case, how
the boys would toss their caps in the air, our
wise men shake each other lustily, by the hand,
whilst .our matrons would sip their tea in per-

fect ease and comfort, consoling themselves that
-their offspring, kindred and friends, would be
perfectly safe out of their sight; only to think
that a road was to be moulded by the hands of
such a great man, that would insure life and
limbs forevermore. But Sir, plain John Lefe-

bvre is not the man to parade before the publie
such scientific nonsense,* nor yet the man to
lie at rest, with two or three attendauts to wait
on him, whilst out-runners brought in the
Gescription of the adjacent country, &8s whim or
fancy, or lack of judgment might dictate. No,

far from this; he toils his way through bush,

brake, and brier, examiues each pass, scans
each difficulty, and draws his own cenclusions
how to obviate and surmount them. Yet there
are persons who think, for the want of those
scientific instrumeat already mentioned, with a
staif of engineers, that, the contemplated road
must prove a failure, whilst not afew in jealous
disanpointment, growl and grumble at not being
employed in tle exploration, and for want
of their invaluable services prognosticate all
kinds of strange things, with phantom stories
to boot, although their chief accomplishments
are known to consist in having had the honour
to pole along a canoe, or mayhap, to have dri-

ven a horse and carriage for Lieut. Henderson,
in his railway explorations. Could thoge good
people- be persuaded to Lold their wind and
¥X¥#¥% untilsome of the road was finished, they
might be better able to judge, and save them-
selves hereafcer the mortitication of being laugh-
ed at for their pains. One thing is certain, if
the road is made anything like the speecification
and as at present contemplated, it will be one
of the finest roads in Canada. Among the se-
veral persons who are annoyed at being passed
over without being consulted, is the celebrated
mail contractor of the Kempt réad, who exult-
ingly boasts thatie was the person who point-
ed out the line of thecontemplated railway, to
Lieut Henderson — no doubt from some of the
highest hills on that famous road; he further
broadly and boldly asserts the impracticable na-
ture, and utter impossibility of ever obtaining
a road by the River Matapedia, assigning us a
reason that he himselfexplored the whole route,
and honestly came to theforegoing eonclusione.

And so he did j but theréon 1angs a tale, which
fer the benefit of people at u distance, I shall
here insert. A long time z:ga; two gentlemen
were obliged to pass through the Kempt Road,
and considered’ it prudent to procure a guide ;
of course, none so competent as our great mail
contractnr, whose services were readily obtain-
ed for a proper consideration, Away the party
went, and no accident occurred until they arri-
ved at the forks of the Matapedia, having fol-
lowed the road with anerring correctuess: but
unfortunately for the travellers) their guide then
mistook the course of the river, and took doswn
stream, in place of 'up, dnd after numberless
summersets, tumblings and tossings, with ach-
ing limbs and empty stemachs, weary and wo-
begene, they and their wonld-be guide, foctn-
nately arrived at a lumber camp, which the twa
gentlemen after their sight's rest and refresh-
ment, were but top happy to dispense with his
services 43 a guide or gnard:an any further, and
engaged a_lumberer to gonduet them; through
the remainder of their journey; and it is well
knewn in this quarter that this worthy man has
cautiously, ever since, abstained #rom takipg
any more land journeys along the Matapedia;

-

that he ever pussed along the said stream since
that eventful period, considering no doubt that
he knew 2!l about the stream, and much mare
than he bargained for. But Sir, the mail con-
tractor of the Kempt road should be exeused
for his .pertinacious propensity in cling-
ing tenaciously to his pet read, no matter
should it _be the means of sending the
country to. perdition; he may be g knave,
but certainly no fools for as coming events cast
their shadows, before them, so must this Aonest
Scotch man’’ clearly see a shadow erossing his
path, which disturbs his visions by night,and
his peace of mind. by day. For just 80 sure
as light flashes, lot the Matapedia road be put
through in good shape, and the yelp and howl
of the canine brute, smarting under the lash of
his driver, in conveying her Majesty’s Mails,
must give way to the snorting, dashing, whist-
ling sound of theiron horse ; and all those do-
lorous-tales of incredible Rardships, becutifuland
truthful stories which he is went to relate to
beguile the weary traveller in pessing over this
alpine road, mmst eéase, and give place to the
dancing sister of the afore.named horse, whose
breath is lightning, and tongue quick as
thought, Aye Sir, end mail carrier, snowshoes
and tobogans, do3s and dog-earts swent 83 use-
less rubbish, and known only as things of the
past. The fact is, Sir, that, the Kemptroad has
proved the upas tree of the Northern Seetion of
New Brunswick, and distriet of Gaspé. It has

* Letme not be misanderstood, or thonght
to salight - or elur seientifie gentlomen; but
merely to langh at these who thiuvk nothing
can be done without them.

(of his voyage of woe and trouble, in passing

prefering a eanoe or horse for the once’or twice | with the clods of the valley. But Sir, I have

hung as a funeral pall before the eyes of all tra-
vellers, and proved a blight to the develop-
ment of the many natural resources which the
country abounds in. Let me ask those that
have tead the celebrated letters of My Lanman,
and publishedin the Gleaner, giving an account

through that Kemptroad, accompanied by *« ¢2a¢
konest Scoichman,” with veils, oils and fiy-
powders, whilst ‘¢he honest Scotchman’ beguiled
the tedious aud dreary iniles with ¢ales about
his unoffending neighbours, and a deseription
of his terrific dogs, bidding fair to out-rival the
famous dogs of St. Bernard; that a glance of
their ¢s eye, or asight of their ivory,”’ was quite
sufficient to strike terror into the heart of the
boldest robber that would dare to touch her
Majesty’s Mail bags. But he had no idea that
his friend Mr Lanman was going to.publish all
such nonsence to the world, -and candidly give
the name of his author, which unfortunately
placed ¢ this as honest a Scotchman as evercrog-
sed the western ocean,”’ in the capacity of a dog
driver.
nest Scotchman to all travellers of any note.-—
First, to impress earnestly on their minds, his
difficulties along that road; and next, the utter
impossibility of getting = road -elsewhere.—
But this ¢ honest Scotchman’’ ‘knows what

side of his bread is buttered; and so. long as
he can get slaves to.hire, and dogs to drag
mails, jeaving a handsome surplus for him to
pocket, without any. comparative trouble, he
cares not if railways,’ commonways, and tele-
graphs, with country to boot, followed the car-
cases of his dogs worn out in the service. Is it
to be wondered at then, that travellers and
strangers should laugh in scorn at the bare
mention of a railway by this northern sestion
of country, when a common highway could not
be found : that each traveller as he passed gver
that road, must.have .thanked his stars, and
said his matins, for having whole bones at his
journey’send; at the same time firmly resoly-
ing never again to be caught in the same net,
taking goeod eare to admonish &ll friends of
their danger, should business or pleasure ever
temptthem to think of ajeurney by that route.
But one would suppose, amongst all the tur-
moil, bickerings and.jealousies, the Member
for.the Couuty would recieve nothing but ap-
plause for his exertions—ifar from that; each
has his favourite spot of road to be made be-
twixt his barn and house, or roundhis pasture,
whilst some of his quanadm friends in the low-
er part of the county, more than hint, that he
has acted very foolishly, in a pelitical point of
view, in not obtaining maeney for some favou-
rite Bridges in the lower end of the County, in
place of the Matapedia road, all of which is going
to tell sorely against him at the ensuing elec-
tion. Butdid those good pecple allow them-
selves to think with commen reasoning facul-
ties, they would have to conclude that the Ma-
tapedia road was as much their road, and for
their benefit, as the people in the upper Town-
ships; and the man at Gaspé Basin,'or in the
Northern Section of New Brunswick, should
hail it as a boon, that a common highway is
offered to the metropolis of Canadu, as well as
the citizen of Torouto, should hethink fit to
visit his eastern. neighbours' on business or
pleasure. But perhaps those wise people are
not tired or ashamed of their dog path, over
hill, dale and mountain, connecting them
with their capitol; or that they would prefer
going round the world for pleasure, and be be-
holden to their meighbours over.the way for
the benedit ‘of their roads; if so, our Member
has eertainly aeted wrong. But he declares
boldly that he will stand or fall by the Mata-
pediaroad; and if it is'to_prove his political
downfall and death, let him fold his robes
around him, and with one dying look, behold
the traitors that stabbed him, fighting for his
conutry's. good ; and, whilst his name will be
recorded in history, associated with the Mata-
pedia rond, and talked.of by strangers who knew
him not, the names of such craven-hearted trai-
tors to their country’s welfare, will be buried

no such opinion of the bulk, or intelligent por-
tion of our friends in the lower end of the
County, they surely wounldnot act so suicidal
a part to their own interests and country’s. wel- |
fare, as to make that a_political stalking herse,
or battle ground; if g0, then might itstand asa
beacon to all future members for the County,
to take no enlarged views of statesmanship,
and eontent themselves by bestowing pettifog-
ging patronage, and thrusting a crust into the
mouths of the most clamarous and loquacions
of their coustituents. But yeu must know,
Sir, that this is a great country, and we arc a
great people, and to explain the merits of peo-
vle and eountry, ay force me hereafter to ad-
dress you another letter, but in looking over
this, I find I have already trespassed on your
space, so L. must at present conclude, and re-

main yours,
A COMMON JACK.
Restigouche, Sept. 24, 1857:

LOUGHING MATCH AND.  CATTLE
BHOW.

To the Ediior of the Gleaner.

Dran 8S1r.—You would muech oblige me hy |
copying the following article, “which appeared
in the Colonial Times of Thiursday last : :

* We are happy to learn, that there is quite
an exaitement among onr Farming pepulation
occasioned by the near approach of the Cattls
Show and Ploughing Mateh of the North Agri-

is what fu brawly, and kensright’,weel. what |,

pleof competition for the Ploughing Match,
adopted by the Bouard this year, Every man
who has been a member of the Society one
month previous to the 15th Oetober may be-
come & competitors We bave Keard it insinu-
ated that this is an unfair arrangement, be-
cause our-Natives have no chance with Old
Country Ploughmen! Shaw ! nosence ; we
call it nothing short of slander, to assert that
Lecause our young men happen to be natives of
New Brunswick,” they cannot eatch Makerel,
nor: plough the ground as skilfully as Ameri-
cansor Old Countrymen. Come—we will be
prepared to plauk a pound, that a majority of
the Prizes will be pocketed by Native Plough-
men. Nothing like opea competition. "‘We
never liked the ¢ld fashioned plan of pushing
asice the victor of this year from the contest
of the next, because if we Jdop offryearly the
growt!} of the past seasom, the Tree, instead of
‘becoming taller, will be more likely to droop.
and decay. L

It is to bo hoped that there will be a full

Yet thisis & common trait of this ho- 'display of Horned Cattle, Horses, Sheep and

Swine, If there be not, the fault must be not.
in the scarcity of these animals, but in the in-
‘animate nature of .their ewners: who willayot
be persuaded to pocket prizes, although pressed
upon their acceptance,

¢ It has been no unusual thing heretofore, for
the Treasurer to carry home in his purse, prizes
offered by_ the Society, for which no competi-
tors offered, and this too with reference both to
the Ploghing Match and Cattle Show.

«Ifthe day be fine, we expeet tosee a large
assemblage of spectators, to inspire the hearte,
and nerve the arm of the conpetitors, and give
effect to the whole proceedings.”

- ~n
Flews of the Woeel
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Exerann. — The New Peerages.—Lord Ro-
bert Grosvenor is gazetted Baron Ebury, of.
Bbury, Manor, Middlesex.; and the Right Hon.
I'. B. Macaulay, as Baron Mncaulay, of Roth-
ley, in the county of Leicester,

The submarine.cable which connects Ewrope
and Africe, has been successiuliy laid this week
between Cape Tuelada, in Sardinia, and Cape
Bon, in Africa; the distanee is 145 miles,

A recent despatch from Rome announces
the return of the Pope to the Eternal city.

The Shah of Persia has placed his Mahome-
dan, Christian and Jewish subjects on a foot-
ing of perfect equality,—a most righteous and
dignified act, on the part of the Persian mon-
arch.

Fund for the velief of the sufferers by the Mu-
tiny.—On Monday the Committee recently ap-
pointed at the meeting at the Mansion House
for the purpose ef devising means {or cnl]e(tiné
a fund for the relief of the sufferers by the mu-

Lord Mayor read the following communica.
tion, which had been addressed by himself to.
the Governor-General of India : —¢ My lord, —
I have the pleasure toannounce to your Excel-
leney thut an influential publie meeting was
held yesterday at the Mansion House, for the
purpose of expressing our sineere and heart-
felt sympathy with our fellow-countrymen,
now suflering so severely from the ealamitous
events in India. A.committee has been form-
ed for the purpose of raising, funds, to be pla-
ced ag your Excellency’s disposal, for the im-
mediate reliet of the most urgent eases of éis-
tress ; and I have now the great satisfaction of
stating that a sum of 20,000 rupees, asa first
instalment, is payable to your Exeellency’s or-
der at the Agra Bank in.Caleutta, The com-
mittee will feel greatly obliged by your Excel-
leney's giving sueh directions as you may

funds now sent; and they look with confi.
dence to being able to remit continuous in.
staliments by the ensuing mails.” Mr Forress
the . secretary, stated that the. subscriptions

that communication were about 2 be gent to
the various bankers throughout the kingdom,
requesting them Yo take cnarge of donations,
Under the presidency of the Lady Mayoress,
several ladies have formed themselves into din.

funds for the sufferers,
" The late General the Earl of Cork ia said to
have bequeatbed the large sum of £3,200 to

to the poor of the several parishes in they city.

AUSTRIA. —- Opinions on India. — The Qs
Deutshe Post, whieh frequently expresses the
sentiments of the Austrian Foreign Office, con-
tains the following article on the Anglo-Indian
question ;— d

« Great and general ia the sympathy felt ‘for
the English in the East Indiea, * Whereverin.
veterate prejudice and national jealovsy do pot
predominare, it is wished that Evgland may
speedily triunaph. 8o great, so nowerlul ia the
force of publicopinion in this matter, thateven
those who at heart hate the prond British en.
pire, und wish to see it enervated and exhatst.
ed, darc not openly exprees their thoughts..-
‘They are necessitated to mask their real sen-
timents under & hypocritical ¢ turning up of
the eyes,” andapparently sympathising phrages,
Edifying in this regpect are the American and
Frenoh organs of the Pregs. Seme of the Yaui-
ken papers alveady fatter themselves that India

enltural Society, which are to take place . at |
Soutk Nelsonyon Thursday the 15th inst, |

+« A fair feld and no faveour, is the prinei- |

is lost to England for ever, and Toreses that
Great Britain is destined to hecome g fourth.
rate Power. A Paria paper. heine moved b4y
generous indignation, zepudiates the {2ea, and

tinyin India, assembled iw the Egyptian Hall, |
under the presidency of the Lord Mayor. The.

deem advicable for the distribution aof the .

already received amounted to nearly £5,000anc

triet committees, for the purpose of collecting .

the different charitableinstitutipns of Cork, and |
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