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- Freeman and Newbrunswicker of this morning

THE GLEANER.

MR. TRAVIS’S LECTURE.
From the Saint Jokw Freeman.
8ir :—The Gleaner of the 4th inst., and the

eentaining artizles in reference to the essay on
¢ Restizouche and Vicinity,’ delivered by me at
the Institute on,the evening ot the 21st ult.,
have been handed to me and seem to require a
Stripping those articles of the large amount

of verbjgge that they contain, I shall notice the
" various Points in reference to which they join
issue ‘with me, and then leave you and such a
portion of the public as may feel an interest in
1he_matter to draw your own conelusions. |
hat your correspondent means by his
reference ta a ‘¢ past occasion,’ his actuteness will
perhaps enable hira. to determine. ~Certainly,
Lam not aware that Mr Perley and. I have had
any previous differences, nor that we: have ever,
come in contact at all until 2 few evenings ago,
when I undertook “to e€xercise my right
and to defend it, (held m common with all
Provincialists) to  review a document paid

for by the Provinceand put forth as an official |

reportis 4 bunwo shadl of Xt
' The matter in t%e letters ‘that T can col-
lect, after setting aside the idle and frivolous
portion of their contents, consists of a reference
to my notice of Dr Gesner’s report on Geology
and to Mr Perley's remarks regarding Mizcou
Island, and the head of ship navigation on the
Kestigouche. S A

Concerning the first of these, your correa
pondent inthe very gentlemanly style that ap-

pears natural to him,” speaks of “the correctness | reference to the: head: of ship nayigation, and

of Dr Tesner and 16¢ ignprance of Mr Jravis
Let us see abont ihats
had asserted that conl felds were to be found in
a rumber. of vlacgsghout thie Restigouche, bat
that it appeaved to me that it was conclusively
proved by aiherduthorities —quite’as’ eminent
as the Tir at'thie slight indications of coal
observahie Hére were not o bé looked uvon as

proot:

Bshedr i the: Qoehee - Mont

in/ ih¢ who e

(published previons 1o his letiers) states that
the «4' sfones which line the marein of the
Restig wuche Fontaint a small but regular seam o:
coal,_and carboniferous shales together  measu-
rng - inghes 3 adding. ¢ that though seven
thousand feet .of vertical thickness in centinuous
guceession have been earefully éxamined, no-
thing Jike a'working seam, or like a seam at ali;
has been met with.”  Dr. Robb, in speaking
of the same place, says, that he had an oppor:.
tunity of examining the shore, and ‘discovered
but a biack coaly rock, thathe saysis “a black
shale, tndurated and changed by neighbouring
igneous rochs. '

Professor Johnson, who was familiar with
these and other reports in speaking of Dr.
Gesner’s remarks relating to the richness of the
goal-ficlds of .New Brunswick, says, * From all
I bave seen or learned, the opinions he expres-
ged were much too sangtine and exaggerated.
This proved unfortunate in many ways, it in-
jured his reputation for general accuracy, di-
minished the confidence in his reports, and les-
sened the confidence of the people in the pre-
dictions . of science generally.’ - Surely T was
right when 1 said that Sit Wm. Logan , dffered
with Mr -Gesner, and that = Sir William’s
views ‘were also apparently concurred in by
koth Professor Johnsen and Dr Rehb,

Your correspondent, while - acknowledging
that he knows nothing about the real extent of
the coal at Restigouche, will scarcely’ persist
in asserting, after he. reads the above authori-
ties, that lie has discovered a ¢ coal bed’ which
he has traced from the Restigeuche a - conside- |
rable distance inland. His statements in refer-
ence to the coal, though, iIs quite as trueas it
13 in reference to some other matters of which
he now speuks,

siscou Island is the next subject to which

“the rattention of those very erudite (save the
mark !) reviewers is. directed. - In my.notice of

the {Island, I "confined myself to extracts ence to the matter, will the editor oblige by in-

from Cooney on theNerthorn district of New
“Brunewick, and to Perley’s report (or Mr Per-
 dey’s'if you will) on its Fisheries: : The. ex-
tracts I furnished were given verdatim, and if
they present Mr Perley’s yeport as apparent-
ly contradictory, surely the blame is.not with
me, Tt isamusing to see the variousand tortu-
ous methods adopted to do away with the effect
that the reading of these extracts produced.
Mr Pérley,in hivattempt ata reply to me in f
the Institute, “stated that hLis deseription, had |
reference 1o one solitary farm on the Island—

his  juverile defender in the Gleaner affirms

that [ have misstated the case, that the 70 bar-

rels- of potatoes planted; were not planted, but

raised. . In referemee Lo “these matters, first,

I put a guestion to Mr Perley in the Institute,

to thia. effect, * Do you say that the Barley you

speak of in your report was raised on Wilson's

farm ?” * Me Perley, distinctly and emphatical-

ly, “Ido!®> Now fir the report.—Mr Per-

ey on. pages 17 and 19, speaks of Wilson's

farm, (a Mr John Merke,"it appears,{hasalso a |

[ stated that Dr Gesner|on the question. He errs-dike him whom he

that._caal fiekls caisted inthat locality. aware that the _American traders (schouners)

Vaour aorresnondent atlirms: the Dr. is cor<| 50 to the Mission Point—L never asserted to
recr N hw furthe authorities. Sir Wm. Logan | the contrary. i
(tl?e ineiit Ca.nm‘..imz G:u?!igi_u, recentle L sion and ships, ahd square-Tigged vessels going
Eniptiod | teils us in his geolagical Ii:!‘ters pub-Ito Athol House are really two distinetly difter-
i Chronicley that | ent things. The writer ip the Gleaner tries to
theve o cueh 1hing ava esal field to be fourd | beg olear of this matter by saying that he
. ar of that cection ot country, In |% has o idoubt a’vessel might. go 14 ‘wiiles
spezling of the clight indications of coal that | above Campbelton,’  Thisisa practical admis-
led j1r Gesnerasiray, Sir William in his report | sjon of the truth of my statement which  was li-

& ¥

farm there) and on page 22 tells us that Point
Miscou is four miles north-east of Mr Wilson's
farm, and says on page 23, in describing “a
gully very near the extremity of Point Miscou’
that there was' ﬂl*t’»baﬂey‘ ‘thége last seas)
son, growing luxurantly.” And vet with these
facts published, a man can be found who, in the |
presence of six or seven huntlred persons, will
coolly and unblushingly make such u statemént-
asthat: to which Thave referred,  Again; or
page 19, plainly and undeniably are these
words (seven lines from the top hat the St.
John correspondent of the Gleaner ‘may be
set right.) “ The quantity of'potatoes planted,:
was 70 barrels, and® nothing could be finer
than the appearance of this crop, which pro-
mised an abundant yield.” Not a word about
“ raised” in the whole matter,and how any one
can have the consummate impudence to make
such¢a:statement as that in the Gleaner, is a
matter of surprise toe me. The young man
sends his precious productions to Miramiehi ;
doubtless that his absurdities may net receive as.
much notice in this- quarter as. they otherwise
would.  So much for Miscou. '

Whether Athol House is, or is not, the head
ot ship navigation on the Restigouche, is the
next'question to be considered; Mr' Perley,
states that it is. I have - stated that'it is not;
that schooners in some instances have gone
there, but that anything that by any stretch of
the imagination can be called a_shin has not
gone there,.and | presume never will go there,
for the simple reason that.a ,,ship-channel to
Athol House does not exist and eannet be found.

Your correspondent should have written in

then his remarks might have-had some bearing

attempts to defend.in not knowing what he is
writing about and it veeras to me that it would
have been quite as weli had “he have known
what was asserted, before he uses such language
as unwarrantable and groundless asser ions,’
where it has nét to be applied. I am well

Hut schooners going to the Mis-

terally as/ follows < ¢ For all practical purposes
Campbellton is properly to be considered the
head of ship-navigation, as ships’ never attempt
going any farther up. A few have gone up a
little farther some years ago, but recently the
same thing hasnot happened. Ships though
never have ' gone as fur, np- ag, Athol Heuse ;
sehooners in-some cases dorie so, but anything
that by any stretch of ‘the most vivid imagina-
tian can be called a ship, has not reached that
quarter, end 1 presume never will reachit, Mr
Perley and his report to the contrary, notwith-
staniding.’ e

The writer 'in the Glsaner suggests that A.
Ferguson, Esq., should express his opigion. |
can inform the young man that before I left
Restigouche I put the guestion to Mr Fergu-
son in presence of another Restigouche: gentle-
man, and his reply was ir. strict accordance with
the information that I had furnished on this
head. Will that- satisfy him? * Mr Perley in
his reply to me, spoke of Fredericton heing the
head of ship-navigation. I have seen it spoken
of as'the head of ¢ Sloop-navigation,”” but the
discovery, that, notwithstanding the Oromocto
shoals, Fredericton is.the head of ship-naviza-
tion pn the St. Joun, could not he made ex-
cepting by him who discovered that Athol
House was the head of ship-navigation on the
Restigouche, even though the facts of the mat-
ter tell a very different story, . .,

The Gleaner contains a request that 1 should
have the whole lecture published. Asa consi-
derable part of it was delivered 'extemporane.
ously, this T cannot do, but as I purpose passing
through Miramichi next March, if my Mirami-
chi friends wish it 1 will deliver it then, and
will also furnish them with Mr Perley’s oral
statements, previous to my eomplying with a
request T have received from Restigouche to do
the same in that quarter. © As the Gleaner has
copied all the rest that has appeared in refer-

serting hisartiele.  Should any reply appear
to this vou will please bear in mind that ere
this canbe published, T will have left--St. John
for a few weeks; and will thus be prevented
from noticing a’Ilreply. ' :

raly * vours,

J. TRAVIS.

Fems of the Peek

D S .

From English papers to Jeruary 4.
EUROPE. :

Frawern,— Paris.—The - chief topics spoken
of here are the Conferences and tha dispute
between Switzerland and Prissia ; but which
latter,. although they are difficultics, it is
hoped may be settled amicably. On. these
two subjects we have given some details cle-

{ be Besaneon.

from Besancon (Doubs) mentions that it was
very probablehat a French army would be
established on the Eastern froutier to be ready
for all emergencies. It was said that the army
would:consist of not less.than 60,000 men—
‘that Marshal Canrobert would: be hamed to
command it—and that the head-quarters would
The dntelligence is generally
corroborated by the local papers,.

Relicving Distress.—By an artiele in Tues-
day’s Moniteur that a credit for three m:llions
of francs have been decreed by the Emperor to
relieve the distress occasioned by the dearness
of provisions, bread, &  This is a favorable
symptom, mainly due tothe abundance of the
harvest. Two years ago the sum’ deveted to
that purpose was ten millions, and last year
five milliong,

The Paris Conferences.— 'The plenipoten-
tiaries met.in conference on Wednesday at two
o’clock ; to put an end to the difficulties which
had obstructed the execution of the 20tliarticle
of the treaty of Paris ; and although we do not
yet know the result, the 'l'imes’ correspondent
writing on Wedneseay evening predicts a quick
and favorable termination to the proceedings.
He says :—The liie before them is already
traced, and the questions are few and unmis-
takeable. They have been already studied
thoroughly, and the plenipotentiaries- under-
stand so clearly what is before them that, in
point of fact there ought to be hardly anything
to do beyond exchanging their powers, reading
over the protocal’as a matter of furm, and sign=
mg. The result of' the confereuce is thus
shadowed forth by the same corespondent :—It
had been proposed by the: Erench- government
that Russia should abandon ler claim to the
Bolgrad situate on Lake Yalpuk, and which
communicates with the Danube, on- condition
of the cession of a certain portion of territory
in Bessarabia whera she might -establish the
centre of her Bulgarian population, and that
this proposition was rejected by the English
government. It is now said that, after a good
deal of negotiation, the ¢ principle; has been acs
cepted, not, however, as a compensation for Bol-
grad, ‘the Russian claim to which was inva-
riably declared to be unfounded, but in return
for the lsleof Serpents. By this arrangement
Russia will be debarred from all contuct with
the Danube, and the question of the navigation
of that stream satisfactorily, settled. . ]

Russ1a.—St. Petersburghi—News up to the

20th ult speaks of some very important altera-

tions that have been made in the organization
of the army. By virtue of an Order of the
Day dated'the 19th wult, in. each o6f the three
divisions of “Grenadiers as also ineach of the
eighteen infantry divisions of the Sixth Army
Corps, and finally, in each of the four divisions
of the separate Caucagian Corps, a battalion of
sharpshooters has to be formed and added there-
to, wiiich / consequently ~will increase these
bodies to twenty-five Rifle-battalions.  While,
therefore, on the one hand a reduction in the
Russian Army will take place, on the the other
hand it will be increased, and even strengthen-
ed considerably in: the end.

Bessarabia and Kars.—* The Russian Go-
vernment; says a letter from St Petersburgh,
has despatchec to its representative in the
commission for the delimitation of Bessarabia
an order to hand over at once to Moldavia the
territofy on which the commission have already
come to an understanding. The population of
this territory issupposed to comprise 160,000
souls. Russia, on the oceasion of the relations
which were ‘established for the delivering up
of Kars; between the Russian military autho-
rities and those of Turkey, has - conferred the
grand cross of the White Hagle on Ismail
Pasha, commander-in-chief of the army of Ana-
‘tolin, and that of Ht.. Stanislas on Hessian
Pasha, chief of the staff. Other decorations of
different kinds were at the sgame time given
to thirteen other officers.

AvusTria AND Prussia,—Our accounts from
Vienna show that the Xmperor and Empress
are "still at Veniee, enjoying their round of
festiyities ; while the only intelligence from
Berlin is that relating totne difference between
Prussia and Switzerland, of which we have
spoken in another place. ¢ E

G ERMANY. — Hamburg, Dec. 29.-—a letter
says:—Qur eity is terror struck by the Iacomic
and so unexpected news of the bombardment
of Canton by the English, which arrived here
yesterday. Even the interestin the cloud that
angs over Switzerland has, for the moment,
been thrown back by this event in the‘eves of
our so essentially commercial community.—-
The Chinege trade is & growing branch of oufr
rommeree, and great expectatiens have already
been entertained of it in this place, which
numbers many merchants, that know the Chi-
nese ports from personal knowledge. Every-
body thought at ouce of this dismal alternative
which the future relations between the Chris-
tian States and the Chincse Empire are placed
in by this attacks People here, I can assure
you, watch with, anxions ‘eyes in what way

Ythis sad hews will be received by public epi~

nion in England.
Wurtemhverg.—The Moniteur official con-
firms the -telegraphic despatch of Wednesday,

the commision appointed to consider the de-
mand forthe passage of Prussian troops. The

allies, refuses the demand of Prussiaas a politi-
eal intrusion,

The Hague, Dee. 30.-~Letters from Luxem-
bourg — for journais are now muzzled there—
give, a pitiful account of the state of the Duchy

w here,
An Army for the Swiss Frontier.—\ lettcr

which, in matters of politics, has become &
Russia in miniature. For some days past no

from Stuttgardt, by publishing the repovt. of

commission, relying on the positive right of

s

foreign journals have been delivered at their
addrpsses, as all must now cowe under the sur-
veillance of the Censor, and his materiels seem
not yet to be complete. In future no foreign
Journal will be delivered until it has been de-
tained twenty-four hours for censoral exami-
nation, and only then such part of it as isfound
to make no uncivilallusion toroyal perjurersin
general, or to the Grand Duke of Luxembourg,
as the violator of his duchy’s constitution, in
PRItIEUIAr o s :

SwrpEN.—Stockholm.—A grand public ban-
quet took place here on the 18th ult., on the
occasion of the upbanimous rejection by the
Diet of the bill for striking out {rom the consti-
tution the law on the liberty of the press. In
the Chamber of Peasants, M. Nils Olsen propo-
sed that every Swede from twenty-two to fif-
teen should be liable, to military service. If
this proposition beadopted, said M. Oslen, we
might in a moment of danger immediately have
under arms an army of 500,000 men, who, with
200,000 others to be furnished by Norway,
would form a totalforce of 700,000 men. The
motion of M, Oslen was adopted unanimously
by the Chamber of Peasants, which has already
on mbre than one oczasion during the present
session strongly insisted on the necessity of the

'two united kingdoms being always prepared to

Oppose any aggression. e

SpaiN AND PonrtuGAL.—SPAIN.— Madrid.—
The Marquis de Constantia is charged with
the Ministry at war. The Jesuits who wereat
Mujorca are removing to Loyola. Several sa-
cred orders have been conferred upon bishopsin
the provinces.

The persons compromised in the affair “of the:

republican club which was lately discovered,

have been sent to different parts of the king-
dom under the surveillance of the suthoritigs.
Letters from Rome state that the Pope has ex-
pressed his satisfaction at the nemination of
M. Mon as Spanish representative at the court
of Rome.

A Paris correspondent says:—Accerding to .
a letter I have this day received from Madrid,
the situation of Spain is by no means eatisfac-
tory. The writer says:—

«Ido not think many weeks will pass over
without a political movement of some sort.—
‘The present government does not possess the
energy its friends expected ; trade is dull, and
there is much discontent and wantof confidence -
at Madrid, as well as in the provinees.’

Porrucar.—Letters {rom Lishon to the
22nd ult. have come to hand, ‘We learn that
H. M. 8. Duke of Wellington hadarrived {from
the Mediterranean, with Admiral Dundas’s flag. |
The weather has been very stormy on the
coast of Portugal and in the Tagus, but no se-
rious damage to shipping had been reported
up to the tune the Industry left. Mr Scott
Lussell and Captein W. C. Thempson, who
had been out to Lisbon about the projected
Azores and Afgean . Steam. Company,: hiad 8
taken ‘their passages and returned home om |
board the Tagus, little satisfied with theptos-
pects of carrying out that Portuguese enter-
prise with Dritish Cupital. ¥
' Izarnt.—Count - Cavour.—A splendid gold
medal has been presented to Count Cavour at
Turin, in the name of the inhabitants of
Naples, Itbearson the obverse the profile of &
Count-Cavour, with the inscription, *¢I'o Ca-
millo Cavour, the bold defender of the inde- ¢
pendance of Italy, the grateful Neapolitans.”
On the reverse 1s a crown of oak encireling |
the date, * VIII, April 1856.” The medul §
was accompanied by an appropriate address,
in which we remark the following passage :— |
Furope heard your voice, and admitted that |
Italy exists, by which it meant that it will |
exist.” : :

Parma.—The citizens of Parma have sent
1,520f. towards the expense of the 100 guns of
Aléssandria. The budget of the Duchy of 8
Parma for 1857, just published fixes the ex- |
penditure at 9,614,360 Parmese lire (the lire |
is 86 per cents), and the receipts at the same
sum, so that there is no defi¢jt for the coming
year. va
CaiNa.—The Bombardment of Canton.—Ad-
vices from Alexandria enables us 1o giveatole-
rably complete view of the recent ocemrrences &
at Canton. 3 .

It has more than once been mentioned by =

correspondents at Hong Kong, that the inter-
course between the British authorities and the
Governor of Canton has for some time been °
embarrassed with growing diffienlties, the re-
sult of the unredressed grievances of Rritish =
merchants. On the §th of October the Chinese
authorities consummated their career of arbi- =
trary violence by seizing a lorcha under Bri- =
tish colours, and making prizoners of the crew: 8
It is stated on good authority that they cat off 3
the heads of four of the erew. The consul, Mr
Parkes, the British agent on the spot, procee-
ded first on board the lorcha, and aiterwurds =
endeavoured to obtainan interview with the |
mandarins. On beard the loréha he was mena-
ced, and the " mandarius refused 10 give ¢nf
kind of explanation of the proceeding. 3
The eousul immediately despatched. intelii-
gence of these eveits to Sir John Bowring, ab @
Fong Kong, and 2lso to Sir Michael Seynour,
who were on the spot, and reprisgls were com- 3
menced in a wild form by the séiglire of a man-
darin junk, which Commodere.t€ Hon. C, El =
liot, of the Sybille, togk and seat into Mong ¥
Kong. Meanwhile the consul. sent in strong |
remonstrance to Yeh, the governor of the citys
to which no answer was returned. Finding 3
all his efforts invain, Consul Parkes renounceé 2
farther attempts at conciliation, and a nave*
force goon appeared on the scene. A
On the 18th of October Sir Michael Sey 8




