_____THE GLEANER.

Ty

sub-descon ; the Rev. Mr Dunphy, and Rev.
Mr Doyle, .
' His Lordship addressed the congregation at
great length and with gnuch_ earnestness, on
the nature of their position in this country,
‘and the duties that devolve upon them pecu-
Yarly. Rapidly reviewing the history of .the
Irish people from theday when firs St. Patrick
began his mission, down to the present time,
ne spoke of all that bad been done by Irish-
mgn, especially in the cause of civilization and
.woligion, for the preservatien and diffusion of
.which Europe was indebted to Ireland, after
the great northern invasion, and many nations
“of the world are indebted to-day. In every
port of this mighty continent, in its cities and
‘orests, in its hills and vallies: 1n the distant
Oceanica, and all the isles of the ocean, are
Irishmen to be found. Everywhere they cele-
brate this day ; everywhere, although often poor
. sad illiterate, and although some are a scandal
to their country and their taith, they asa whole
afford the most convineing proofs, by their vir-
tues and their whole lives, of the divine ori-
gin of their faith. \

Passing from this he spoke at length of the
position of the Irish in this Province, and al-
though his Lordship stated that he intends to
bave his address printed, we venture so far to
anticipate its publication, astogive a few of the
mmost striking passages :—

. In New Brunswick, as elsewhere, the Irish
Catholic is often condemned and despised be-
cause he is judged by the false standard of pre-
judice and a diseased public opinion. False
grinciples are laid down and false witnesses are
brought forward and the most serious accusa-
. “tions are flippantly made, which, if true, would
* of themselves destroy us; and the most ridicu-
»“Jous stories are put in circulation, which have
been'n thousand and one times refuted, and at
often re-asserted (and believed) through the
ency of what is called a Free Press and an
nlightenad Pulpit. . - * Andhow
arc we to meet these accusations, and to dispel
this prejudice? Is it by angry recrimination,
or by violence, or by eontroversy, or by uncha-
ritable personalities, or by rushing imto print
&t every moment thatsuch an end is to be achie-
ved? No! we look upon all these, but as so
many impediments in the way. I speak advi-
asedly, for upon me, more than any one else in
the diocese, whether priest or layman, devolves
the duty of defending religion when necessary,
and of pointing out the best policy for its sue-
eess.  Were I to refute all the falsehoods and
all the laughable iranities that are so solemnly
told of us, in what is called the Religious Press
‘and other penuy papers of New Brunswick, I
should publish a letter or rather a theological
dissertation in reply every morning of the year.
And would any reasonable man suppose that
" such a course would serve the cause we have at
. heart, that it would remove prejudice and put
. @n epd.to misrepresentation, and change the
' tactics of our enemies, and win their golden
opin’ions and their kindly feelings, and throw a
halo of light and beauty and blessing around
*""wrhat i5 dearestto uson earth. Tle experience
of the world is against it. There have been
: Zreat occasions, as there may yet be, when the
; ’hurch needed her valiant man to go forth like
David to do battle and sustain her cause insin-
gle combat. But these were the exception, not
the rule, and whenever they presented them-
selves, God always sent the’man equal to the
erisis. It was the Church that selected him in
the first instance. She acknowledged him as
the champion of her own ¢hoice ; she sent him
forth with a blessing; she did homage to his
genius, and threw dver him the panoply of her
merited approbation., But as a general rule,
woral and uewspaper controversy on religious
matters, is rather discouraged by the Church.
Except irt rare cases of attempte Proselytism,
" it has been invariably discountenanced by the
Feclesiastical Superiors, the Archbisheps and
. Bishops of Treland that eountry where aur Faith
“has been unrelentingly persecuted, and more
triumphently sustained than in any other coun-
.ty in the world.

Forstrong reasons, in my humble conviction,
the same rule would apply to New Brunswick,
and if there had been a deviation from it since
‘my arrival, it was certainly without my couni-
Yance or consent,

We want no controversy here uantil it will
become unavoidable, and if that day should
ever come, we live in the assuranee that God
will send the man who will be competent to
@0 honor to the cause, and who will speak out
fearlessly on a subject which is the whole truth
#f God, and which, therefore, has nothing

“to fear {rowa the united opposition of all the
presses and pulpits in the country,  * - *
in this new country where the population 1s so
parce, and where the co-operation of every
aa s required for the well-being of the com-
stunity, ne.ther Catholic nor Protestant can
#iiord to have the Province distracted by reli-
gious steife. It could neither convert nor im-
& auy mun nor subserve any landable pur-
that Iknow of. As Providence has brought
together, and that we are destined to make
for ourselves and those who are to come
', it becomes imperative that we should
. i peace and harmony with the whole
' biel eving and practising our own reli-
4 not trenching upon the religious
216 or feelings of others.  Here every deno-
mination is more or less pitted on its own
r and if we are true to oureelves, if we
are aohor, and honest, and industrious, and at-

e

wiatever from polemical squabbles, we have
1 for the result.  Catholieity has already
rough many atrying ordeal. She hag

o

sirarols, almostin 8l

‘with all the sects and &ll the forms of faith now
in the world, and with thousancs that are 1o
more, but she is as still progressive as she is

cation that Iam aware of. Though''I'could
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unchanged, It is with the deep conviction ef
her innate soundness and of her tenacity inthis
particular that I have been silent for the last
four years in theface of ail the slanders that have
been heaped upon us by what is cal'ed the re

ligious press, and for which wegave no provi-

have easily carried a war of retaliation into
their own camp, though I could retort with
terrible justice and with facts in hands, Lave
enlarged on the ignorance, and the’superstition
and the grotesque antics, and the wild fanatical
ravings, and the dying out of all religious prin-
ciple of those who assailus. Though I could
remind them of their terrible ingratitude to
that good man, the Pope, without whom both
Scribes and Pharisees would be at once reduced
to a state of literary beggary, having nothing
besides to charm their friends or to enliven the
dullness of their canting and rigmarole ser-
mons and their drowsy dissertations, yet we
forbore, for it would have embroiled us into a
religious war, the greatest calamity that -can
befall any community. We forbore, for it
would be playing thLe game of desperate men
whose only means of livelihood is to foment
and keep up discord and religious hate among
brothers, and leech-like to fatten .on the
miseries of maukind. * P a8
Whatever therefore may be'said of the advan-
tages of controvery elsewhere, in New Bruns-
wick I emphatically condemn 1t both on prin-
ciple and policy. I never wrote a line myself
either on polemics or politics since my arrival
in the Province, nor has.any one else done it
for me with my knowledge or approbation.

The eloquence and the earnestness of this
Address and the importance of the subject,
will, we assure, commend it to the earnest at-
tention of thinking men of all classes and
creeds.

In the evening, about one hundred gentle-
men of all creeds, rauks and professions, sat to
dinner, under the Banners of St. Patrick’s So-
ciety, at Stubbs’ Hotel. We need scarcely say
that the dinner was excellent on that as on all
similar occasions.  The evening was passed in
the most agreeable manner,
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LEGISLATIVE PROCBEDINGS.
Last week we devoted considerable space to

a review of the disgraceful manner—for we can.

apply no-more appropriate term—in which the

sued. The opposition, sure of victory, and
tautive to our religious duties, without any aid | trusting in their strength, without waiting for

members of the Assembly have conducted them-
selves for the last six weeks, the time they have
been in session. ;

They no soorer met than a faction fight en-

any action of the Government, involving either
an injudicious act or infringing a constitutioral
olaced side by side in a hand to hang : PTinciple, but certain of success, made an on-
: lifeend death sompetision Islaught on the Goveramens, They were our, |our Treasury hae been relieved of several thou-
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them, and them alone, we skelch these imper-
fect thoughts,
aud act, our object will be gained ; if they pass
them heedlessly by, they will be the party who.
must suffer,

their opponents were IN, enjoying comfortable
livings, and all the other good things which
powerand patronage bestowed on them. Their
position was an envieble one, and coveted by
their antagonists.

This was precisely the case in 1856, when the

Liberals were in Office. The opposition, now
the Gevernment Party, opposed and thwarted
them.in every way they possibly ecould ; and
such has been the system pursued for years ;
but it has at length assumed such a dangerous
and ruinous positien, that it imperatively calls
upon the people to arouse from their apathy,
and devise some prompt and efficacious reme-
dy.

We have pointed out the evils, we will now

endeavour to suggest the remedy. We would
advise the people to cail out Candidates in each
County, according to the number of Members
to be returned, on both sides, that is to say—in
this County—four candidates on tbe Liberal
ticket, and a like number on the Conservative
ticket, and, let the constituency act consistently,
'not diviging or splitting their votes, but vote on
vrinciple, either for one side or the other. 1t
this course were pursued we should then ascer-
tain correctly the sentiments of the people
whether the majority were conservatives or li-
berals ; and if this plan were adopted in all the
Counties of the Province, the position of parties
would be correctly ascertained, and the Pro-
vince governed by the party representing the
majority of the people.

Anothker course we would recommend —to

sini all party distinctions, and call out men of
intelligence, integrity, and hororable principles;
men who the peopie know, and in whom they
have confidence ; men who they feel assured
will not be bribed, or sacrifice the interests of the
people for Office. Who would support all mea-
sures beneficial to the people, introduced
into the Legislature by whomsoever they may
be, either by the Government, the epposition,
ora privatemember.

Looking at the matter calmly and dispassion-
tely, we think the latter course would be the

best. We have not been idle spectators, but
have closely watched the actions of men in
power for some years, and contrasted their acts
with their professions. The result has been,
that we have come to the conclusion that nei-
ther political party has any fixed, or rather we

hould say, broad and comprehensive principles ;

that the terms conservative and libera! are used
more for self-interest, to rally round their stan-
dard certain friendsand partizans, than to define
or mark out a plain, consistant course of action.

We know that in making these assertions

we lay ourselves open to attack from party.
This troubles us but little.
for the elevation of a party ; we state our con-

We do not write
ictions for the benefii of the people, and for

If they will cause them to think

Look at the proceedings of the Assembly,

as reported by the telegraph despatches, the
journals and the debates,
cord—debate after debate ; a war of words en
every subject, trivial or important, The foun-

What do they re-

ation of all of them to embarrass the Go-
ernment, and the Government to hold on and
ot give in. How much more dignified it

would have been for both parties, seeing they
were 50 nicely balanced that neither could pro-
ceed satisfactorily with the business of the
country, had they adopted the same course
which the British Government and the oppo-
sition have resolved on
feated on an important question, and en-
tered into arrangements with their opponents to
pass all measures necessary for carrying on
the business of the country ; and when this was
concluded, Parliament should be prorogued and
the Commong dissolved for the purpose of ap-
pealing to the people. How different has been
the course pursued in this Province. Scarce a
measure of general importance has been passed.
No appropriations have been made. Several
important laws, we believe, are about to expire
and no provision made for their renewal, In
fact we are no better off than if the members
had remained at home, but rather the worse, for

The former were de-

sands Pounds without the Province receiving the
sma llest equivalent, :

We are apprehensive, the action on the pro-
rogation was so rapid, that the Council had not
time to give its assent to the Disqualification
Bill passed by the House. -We trust, however,
we may be mistaken, .

The people have now an important duty to
perform, There is no time to lose, for the eleo.
tion must come off speedily, as the business of
the Province must meet with prompt attention.
We wou'd therefore, urge on the attention of
the constitueney the suggestions we have thrown
out for their consideration. Theyare the only
two ways--in our opinion—open to them. If
they pursue the old course, we predict a repeti-
tion of the same sceres, and a continuation of
the same evils which they have witnessed and
felt for years ; if they adopt either of our ‘suge
gestions there is a chance that some beneficial
change will follow. We repeat—be up and’
deing, formno time is tobe lost. !

The Legislative Council bave agreed to the
Election Billas passed by the Assembly, The
construction we placed on the Law was correct.
The County of Restigouche will, in addition te
those we named in our Jast issue, have the be-
nefit of the new Law. We congratulate our
neighbours on the advantage they will possess
over us at the approaching Election, and trust
they will use their advantage wisely.

We publish copies of the Railway Bills
introduced by the Government. The only al-
teration of consequence we notice is—that the
Commissioners are to be reduced from five te
three. We also give the estimate of the Re-
venue and Expenditure of the Province for
1857, introduced by the Provincial Secrets-
ry.

The following remarks copied from a lats
number of the Leader, is well worthy the con-
sideration of the people at the present time,

‘¢ 1f the House of Assembly have any feeling
of honor, it it desire to” retain a character for
the common decencies of public life, the words
of the Speaker will ot be suffered to pass with-
out a strict and rig'd enquiry into their cor-
rectness. Itis owing to the fallibility of human
nature, that all political assemblies have been
cursed witn venal members. But there never
was an Assembly, whose unanimously elected
bead, has'truthfully declared that in that:As
sembly there wasnot a spark of patriotism,—
No important member of & Legislative Assem.
bly would dare, even under the protection of
age and honors, to deseribe the whole body as
a corrupt, venal scramblers for office, unless ho
were demented or had a firm conviction of his
veracity, No declarations of individual mem«
bers of the House, however solemnly delivered
and however stamped with truthfullness, can
remove the stigma which the Speaker has casg
upon the whole House of Assembly of this
Province. His Honor has stated that which is
either true or false. He has reflected on his
statements, and reiterated them. If they be
true of the majority of the House, the minority
should retire from the political contamination,
If they be true of & minority, the majority
should expel them. Ifthey be true, a vote of
censure should mark the displeasure of the
House, at the conduct of its defaner.  If nons
of these propositions be acted on, if the House
is stolidly indifferent to the character it holds
in publi¢ estimation, it is for the people to urge,
and if necessary, to compel the Government to
advise His Excellency to dissslve the House,
after means shall have been takén to form con.
stituencies. No Governmeut, however un-
scrupulous were some of its members, could

negleet a firm publie remonstrance free from
party spirit. From anew Hoase fuirly chosen
by electors protected by the Ballot, a govern.
ment might be formed independent of any exist-
ing combination, 2 government of honorable
men of known and tried liberal prineiples, ho-
nest, upright, energetic, and of respectable ta-
lent. Poor they may be, but not needy ; rich,
but thrifty and economical; without genius,
butnot the less capable of administering the
common affairs ofshe country ; conversant with
business, and with the world, not dissipated
idlers or obstinate hermits; in a word, &n as-
sembly of men of common sense, and not a den
of ignorant haglers for pocket money, petty of-
tice holders, and only a sprinkling of honorable
men.

“ The time seems to have arrived when the
vile and disgraceful factions that have impeded
the legislation of this province are nearly all on
a level of imbecility. Let us have a new or-
ganization, with acknowledged priunciples, and
honest men of eonfirmed fuith and consistens
pubtic lives. 'The people will eagerly support
such men 1n spite of the veneration for:party
names.!’
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