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Wi copy the following account of the burn- 
ing of this iron steamer, from a late number 
af the London Times. She was upwards of 
200 tons burden, and was the first steamer on 
the Liverpool and Portland route. = At the 
time of the disaster she was on her way to In- 

. dia, with nearly 400 soldiers, officers, and pri- 
yates, besides several women and children. 

“The voyage appears to have been favorable 
until the Lith of November, when the ship 
had reached lattitude 14 S., longitude 55: E. 
upwards of 400 miles from the Mauritius),— 
About three o'clock in the afternoon ef that 
day the trosps berthed on the after orlop deck 
‘noticed a smell of burning, which apparently 
proceeded from beneath them in the hold. It 
rapidly increasing, the alarm was given to Cap- 
tain Castle, who at once ordered the after-hold 
to be examined, and to the astonishment and 
horror of all, the cargo stowed there proved 
to be on fire. It is stated that the bulk 
of the cargo there consisted of Govern- 
ment stores. Bale after bale was hauled up in 
the hope of getting at ‘the heat of the fire; but 
in a short time the smoke became so dense. as 
to defy any of the crew getting further in the 
hold. There was no confusion, however; every 
order was obeyed by the ‘men with coolness 
and courage. The course of theship was stop- 
ped. “ol. Moffatt was seen in earnest consul- 
tation with Captain Castle deciding upon mea- 
sures for suppressing the flames, while the crew 
were actively employed in taking all sail in 
snd bring the ship before the wind. Others 
ran out lengths of hose from the fire engines, 
which were passed down to hands below, while 
hose was also put on to the donkey engine.— 
It soon became apparent that all these exer- 
tions failed in checking the progfess of the fire. 
Colonel Moffat at the suggestion of the comman- 
der, directed his men to at once east overboard 
all the ammunition, and in a short time they 
succeeded in clearing out the starboard maga- 
zine, The remainder of the powder in the 
port magazine, however, excited great appre- 
hensions. Already had the after part of the 
ship become almost unapproachable from the 
dense smoke and heat which filled every por- 
tion of it. © The Colonel appealed to his men 
for volunteers to attempt to rescue the contents 
of the magazine now so threatened. Several 
brave fellows instantly came forward and hero- 
ically succeeded in reaching the magazine and 
clearing it, with the excepti 
of one or two barrels, It wasa truly hazard- 
ous work ; several nearly lost their lives ; they 
became overpowered with the smoke and heat 
and fell, and when hauled up by ropes to the 
dzek they were senseless. 
«The flames soon afterwards burnt up 

through the deck, and running along the vari- 
ous cabins speedily set the whole on fire,.— 
There was a nd gale blowing at the time, 
and Captain Castle perceiviug the critical po- 
sition of the ship, at once took measures for the 
safe:lowering of the boats. They were launeh- 
ed without the least accident, the troops were 
mustered on deck, there was no rush to the 
boats, and the men obeyed the word of com- 
reand with as much order as en parade, Colo- 
nel Moffatt informed them that Captain Castle 
did not despair of saving the ship, but for their 
OWA preservation it had been deemed advisa- 
ble to keep the boats off so as to act in case of 
emergency. ‘The women and children were 
lowered into tire port life-boat, and she was 
directed to stard off until further orders. — 
All bands turned to constructing rafts of spare 
#pars. In a short time three were put together 
which. would have been capable: of saving a 
targe portion of those on board. Captain Cas- 
le succeeded in launching two overboard, and 
the third was left across the deck] to be lower- 
ed at a moment's notice, 
““In the meanwhile the flames had made 
terrible progress; the whole of the cabins, sa- 
loons &e., were one body of fire, and about 9 
o'glock the flames burst through the upper 
deck and ignited the mizen rigging. Through 
the forethougnt of Captain Castle In bringing 
the ship to the wind the fire and smoke wers 
swept sternways, but serious anxiety was felt 
lest. the ship should pay off, and so render her 
destruction inevitable. During this fearful 
suspense a dreadful explosion took place, no 
doubts arising from one or two barrels left in 
the pert magazine, which blew out the port 
quarter. The ship from the main rigging to 
her stern was in one body of five. Captain 
Castle still hed hope; although he expressed his 
fears to the commanding officer of the troops | shat the ship would be lost. Providentially 
thie bulkhead of the after part of theship withe 
8t00d the action of the Hames, Here all efforts 
were concentrated to keep it cool. Party after 
CS ge volunteered for the work, 
an oted to H Si won AOR ; prevent the fire making 

#¢ For hours did this state of affairs continue, 
Although the men kept the fire at bay below, 
if gained the main + i gain AID Tigging, Ar Welch, the 
chief officer, With several of the soldiers, at 
oneg went aloft With wet blankets, and ‘after 
considerable peril and ‘risk succeeding in ex- 

not till then that pn ow ‘havde made | 
| by the fire was clearly ained. The after’ 

om, it is supposedstorcurrence. 

y. besides eight women, seven children, and a 

fv ~ 
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part of the ship was burnt out—merely its shell 
remaining, and now another fate threatened 
her. The gale still prevailed, andthe ship was 
rolling and pitching in a heavy sea, constantly: 
shipping water at the port quarter, which had 
begn blown out by the exyplesion. She had 15 

‘necessary to prevent her foundering. All the | 
men were set to the pumps and bailing water 
out of the hold. Capt. Castle, fearing ‘the 
stern would fall out, got two hawsers under 
her bottom and made them taut. Sad 
The next difficulty was to stop.the water, 

which was pouring in through the quarter. 
Spare sails and blankets were placed over the 
opening, and the leak was pertially. stopped. 
There was no abatement in the gale during the 
morning, and in every heave of the ship the 
water tanks in the hold whieh had got loose, 
were dashed from one side to the other. The 
state of the ship, and the continued severity of 
the weather, rendered the constant working of 
the pumps and the bailing imperative. If was 
rot till 2 o'clock in the afternoon that the boats 
containing the women and children could he 
got alongside. They were got on board, and 
the other boats, which had been ordered off du- 
ring the raging of the fire, returned, with the 
exception of the gig, which had been swamp- 
ed during the night, the officer in charge of her 
however, Mr Wood, and the hands were picked 
up. by another boat. ; 
¢ During the remainder of the day, the fol- 

lowing night and succeeding day, the whole of 
the hands and troops were engaged working 
the pumps and clearing the ship of -the water, 
By the evening of the 13th the crew succeed 
ed in securing the stern and getting steerage- 
way on the ship. She had then drifted as far 
as longitude 13 12 south. Captain Castle then 
set all sail, and bore up in the hope of’ making 
Mauritius, and to the joy of all on board, made 
that port in eight days, where her arrival and 
marvellous escape excited considerable sensa- 
tion,” The officers in command of the troops, 
speak in the highest terms of the conduct of 
Captain Castle during the trying occasion." 

Under the head of “ More British Heroes,” 

the London Weekly Times alludes to the 
courage displayed by the men on board the 
Sarah Sands and on other occasions, and the 

benefits resulting from order and descipling in 
the hour of trial and danger: 

+ Heroic courage, contempt of danger and 
the discharge of duty in the face of death may 
be found en other arenas than the field of battle 
Many instances are te be found in our maval 
history, and t most touching aze’ of recent 

o ean forgst the story of the 
Birkenhead, or of the brave men who stood with 
arms folded on their muskets, and went down 
with the ship, in order that the women and 
children might be saved? There is nothing 
like this selfdenying resignation conquering 
the fear of death to be found in the annals of 
chivalry. - It required a higher courage than, 
the impulse which sends a man into the thick 
of battle, or animates him to storm a battery, 
for in the heat of contest the blood is warm, 
and the hope of victory excludes the thought 
of danger. The power of discipline was exhi- 
bited the other day, when the luckless Transit 
was breaking to pieces in the Iirdian seas, and, 
it seemed all but certain that some must perish 
to ensure the safety of the rest. There was no 
rush forthe boats, no struggle for dear life, 
but all waited their turn with the cool deter- 
mination of brave men. We have no standard 
by which to measure the devotion that in the 
one case inspired so many men to become a 
willing sacrifice for the weak and helpless, or 
the power which in the other conquered the 
innate selfishness of man, which impels him 
to seck the safety of his own life before all 
other considerations. The burning of the 
Sarah Sands supplies us Avith both qualities. 
It is impossible to eondeive a more appalling 
situation than to be on board a ship on fire in 
the midst of the boundless ocean, with no help 
near, and the flames bursting threugh the 
deck and mounting to the rigging. There is 
no_instance of any ship having been saved af- 
ter the fire had obtained sueh mastery. Had 
there been a moment’s faltering all would have 
heen lost. The ship and al on board were 
preserved by an amount of courage on all hands 
which might almost be called snperhnman, and 
which must, at least make us proud of the race 
and country to which we belong, *: 
The Sarah Sands, a fine izon ship of two 

thousand tons burden, with an auxiliary screw 
sailed from Portsmouth for Caleutta on the 15tly 
of last August, having on beard nearly four 

{ hundred officers and men of the sith regiment 

fwmber of ladies relative of the officers. . Lhe 

feet of water in her hold, and active steps were | were dragged up senseless from below while 

{ered without accident, and the ladies were 

that time the after part of the vessel was co en- 
veloped in smoke, and the heat had become sg 
great, that it was nearly impossible to stand. 
The port magazine had yet to be cleared. To 
approach it seemed next, to. certain death—if 
the fire caught the ship must be lost. Volun- 
teers were called for and presented themselves. 
They, were successful in clearing out ‘all but 
one barrel of powder, and several of the men 

‘thus engaged. Still the fi sand still 
none relaxed in their exertions to stay its pro- 
gress. But it was also necessary to make pre- 
‘parations for the worst. The boats were low- 

placed in a Life- boat under charge of ‘the third 
officer. All were erdered to lie off the ship 
until recalled. Then three rafts were made, 
and two, capable of holding nearly all on board 
were launched over the. sidé,” while the third 
was kept ready on deck. By the time this, 
was done the flames had burst through the up- 
pet deck and seized the mizen rigging, There 
was danger that the ship might pay off and 
get before the wind, and if this had happened 
no effort of those on board could have pre- 
vented the fire from spreading from one end to 
the other. A fortunate accident prevented the 
catastrophe ; but at nine o'clock the powder in 
the port magazine exploded and blew out the 
port quarter. Then the eaptain nearly aban- 
doned hope, and warned the officers in com- 
mand of the troops to prepare for the worst.— 
Still the fire burned on, but by the providence 
of God, the strenuous and unceasingexertions 
of the men eonfined it to the after part of the 
ship. © At midnight they had made some im- 
pression, and after that they «drove it back 
inch by inch until daylight, when it was com- 
pletely got under.’ s 

« After this terrible struggle of more than 
twelve hours, the crew and passengers fount 
that, having overcome one danger, they were 
exposed to another scarcely less formidable in 
their condition. The shell only of the wfter 
part of the ship remained ; the port quarter 
had been blown out by the explosion; there 
were fifteen feet of water in the hold, and the 
ship rolling heavily, took im large quantities 
of water aft. Prompt and skilful measures 
were taken to save the ship from foundering, 
and the women and children with the boats 
were got on board, For the diffeulties here’ 
overcome we must refer to the details given .in 
apother column, * Suffice it to say that during 
the remainder of the day, all’ the following 
night and day, the crew gnd the seldiers were 
kept working at the pumps. ‘On the 13th the 
stern was secured, and steerage way was got on 
the ship; and on the 28rd of November ull ar- 
rived safely at the Mauritius. : 
« A more miraculous.escape from the perils 

of fire and of the seas has never been recorded. 
We rejoice that a great ealamity has been avert- 
ed, and we must offer our tribute of admira- 
tion to the brave men whose courage and per- 
severance was rewarded by so happy a result,” 

UNITED STATES, 

New York. Jan. 20.—At the burning of the 
Public School in Brooklyn yesterday, seven 
boys were killed, two are reported dead, and 
two, wounded and net expected jo live.” They 
were all about six or sevex years of age, except 
one; who was ten. Abijah Piersall, of Carll 
street was taken outalive, but not expected to 
recover. © A child, name unknown, bad both 
legs broken, 

rom Uiah.— Governor Cumming issued his 
proclamation to the people of Utah on Nov, 
21.. On the same day he addressed a letter to 
Brigham Young, enclosing a copy of the pro- 
clamution, and asking whether a proc lamation 
and passes found on the person of one of the 
Mormon captives, purporting to ve signed by 
him (Young) were authentic. 
The New York Herald has a letter from Sal 

Lake City, Nov. 7, which says that the Mor- 
mon Conference had just adjourned to meet on 
‘the 6th of April, 1858, in the same place. This 
does not look much like immediate emigration, 
Neither do the extrasts from the remarks made 
at the Conferenee. They are, however, with- 

out any particular interest. ‘Lhe writer, (evi- 
dently a Mormon) in closing, says + Gs 

I have never scen this people more united 
than at present. Women as well as men are 
doing their utmost to contribute to the defence 
of Zion. It fortunately happens that the his- 
tory of Joseph Smith, which has been publish- 
ed in the Deseret News in weekly portions 
since the commencement of that journal, con- 
tains now that portion of his history the most 
interesting to the Sain{s—the days preceding 
his assassination. If anything had been want- 
ing to deeide the Saints to oppose the intrigues 
of the government, who se¢k the overthrow of 
Fresident Young and his brethren, this histery 
would have supplied amply every stimulus, 
It is scarcely possible 10 see a persen with the 
News who docs not feel that the death of that 

» 

voye,e appears to have been prosperous up to 
the 11h of November, when thé ship was) 
within four hundred miles of the Mayritius.— | 
About four o'clock in the afternoon of that day | Would dead to nothing Jess than the destruction | 

ch | of his successor, and to this we shall never | 
h- | submit, though all earth and hell shall combine | 

a fire was di¢o¥ered in the after hold, whi 
was filled with Government stores. Netwith- | 
standing the most stennous exertions the] 
flames spread rapidly, and sapn seized upon | 
the cabins. Captain Castle, the eommander, | 
immediately had the engines stopped, all sails | 
taken in, and the ship's head brought tg the! 
wind, There Jas 2 quantity of ammunition | 
stowed in magazines on the starboard. and port | 

man of God Las yet to be atoned for, and to 
submit to he handled again 2s we have been 

| way, as he aldbapdoned his Nicarsgaa enter- 

ar Filection.— The returns of the recent 
election in Oregon on the adoption of the 
State Comstitution, as far as heard from, are as 
follows + . 

Constitution. Slavery. Free Negr 
| Yes., No.  Yes.. No. Yes. No. 

5063 - 1872 1166 5767 727 5359 

Majority for Constitution, 3196; majority 
against Slavery, 4612; majority against Free 
Negroes, 4632. 1.80 “it ° Ss 
There are a few mote returns yet to come, 

which it 18 thought will increase all the above 
majorities, Our latest Oregon exchanges ex- 
press the opinion that every coynty in the 
Territory Las voted againet laral, tha 
complete returns will show the majority for 
the Constitution oltre ; and 
that against slavery about 5,000; and the 
majority against permitling free negroes to 
settle inthe State, something. moze. than 
5,000, ; 

NOVA SCOTIAL LS Alans! 
Nomination Day at -Annapolis,—Annapolis, 

Jan. 26, 1858.—This day having been ap- 
pointed for the nomination of Candidates to fill 
the vacant seats in Annapolis and Granville 
Townships, a large number of persons assembled 
at the Court House, when Timothy D. Ruggles 
was proposed by James Shaffner, Esquire, and. 
seconded by William Weatherspoon, Esquire. 
There being no opposition, he was declared 
duly elected for the Township of Granville.— 
Moses Bhaw, Esquire, was proposed by Jemes 
Potter, Esquire, and seconded by Elias Grimes, 
Esquire, for Annapolis Township, and is op- 
posed by William Wright, Esquire, who was 
nomivated by John Potter, Erquir nd se- 
conded by Isaac Vroom, Exguie, Election 
takes place on the 2d proximo,— Halifax Mora- 
ing Sun. 
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. LATE EUROPEAN NEWS. 
We aro indebted tothe St. John Church Wits 

ness for the following summary of British 
and Foreign newR received by the way of New 
York. : d : 

We are in possession of further news from 
India. We wish we could say it was of a 
cheering cheracter; but, unhappily, the darker 
features ofthe terrible drama which is being’ 
acted on the plains of India, are again predomi- 
nant. The announcement of the death of Sir 
Henry Havelock—struck down by diseass the 
result of anxiety, and fatigue,- at the very mo- 
nent when Lucknow bad been relieved, and 
the object for which he had done, and dared, 
and endured so much, successfully accomplish- 
ed—would. have been sufficient of itself to 
wring every ®eart with anguish. But, over 
and above this, comes the intélligence that, 
two days after this irreparable loss, the British 
arms sustained, in the neighbourhcod of Cawn- 
pore, a mortifying and most disastrous defeat. 
On the 27th of November, it is said, General 
Vyndham and his division fought a battle 
with the Gwalior mutineers. in which ‘the 
latter were so far successful that they com- 
pelled the British troops to retreat, and burnt 
three thousand of their tents. «The (4th Regi- 
ment,” the telegram adds, ¢ is reported nearly 
eut up;” butitis said that this must be a 
mistake, or, at least, an exaggeration, because 
a considerable portion of the 64th Regiment 
was with Sir Colin Campbell at Lucknow.— 
The particulars of this engegement are not re- 
ceived, but we are quite satisfied that no blame 
een attach to General Wyndham, for be is a 
thorough eoldier, and has, no doubt, well and 
thoroughly performed a soldier's duty. What. 
ever may have been the cause of the defeat, he 
was promptly and amply revenged. Hia dis-' 
aster gave Sir Colin Campbell an opportunity 
of adding another to his well-earned laurels, 
and that. opportunity was not lost. He had 
provided for the safety of the women and chil. 
dren whom he had rescued from the Residency 
of Lucknow ; and, as this business was press- 
ing, he set out without a day's unnecessary 
delay, with such troops as be could safely with- 
draw from the place—came np with the rebels 
upon the 7th of Uecember—attacked and wts 
terly defeated them—and captured “16 guns, 
26 carriages of different sorts, an immense 
quantity of ammunition, stores, and provisions, 
and the whole of the baggage of the force,” In’ 
point of fact, the Gwalior Contingent ie anni- 
hilated; and, in achieving this great victory, 
the telegraph assures us ¢the British loss was 
insignificant, one officer only having been 
killed.””* While therefore, every man and 
every woman in the empire, who is not wholly 
insensible to the obligation of gratitude, will 
drop a tear over the grave of Havelock —and 
while we all deplore the disaster which has be- 
fallen General Wyndham's division—we may, 
we think, “congratulate ourselves upon the 
fact, that, even in the midst of these grevious 
and serious calamitice, the work of sup- 
pressing che insurrection has madesubstantial 
nrogress, ~ Y 

against us, For rather would we see the whole 
fraternity of ‘us laid on the altar—one great 
sacrifice—than see one Lair of his head injured 
by sacrilegious hands,’ * 

Filibustering in a New Quarter— Appoint- 
ments— Restoration of Naval Oficers— Kansas 
Maiters.—Washington, Jan, 14.—Dispatches 

The Court Circular. says the Queen bootiad 
have made Havelock a peer, bad he lived.— 

| She will now take the family under her espe- 
leial protection. Apartments in Hampton 
(Court palace will as soon as possible; be grant- 

ied wt a pension of £500 a year, in addition 
| to the parliamentary grant to be inherited by. 
{ the som, pe = : 

‘The papers are dlled with accounts of tha. 
| preparations making for" the marriage of the. 

uarters, in close vicinity to the dames, and Col. | to the Government this evening announce that | Prineess Roval. The Globe supplies the in- 
~ tinguishing tie flames. "As if wag, however, 
some of the yards were destroyed. Towards 2 

‘lock the following morning, the men : men had the | 
n of seeing the fire diminish 
es were gradually -benten back, 

ing. | danger, but the soldiers rushed forward : 

{offatt, of the 51th, orderad his men to throw [the professional filibusters of Texas are gather- | teresting information, that amougst the prin- 
it overboard. This was a service of no small ing in large mwmbers on the Rio Grands, pre- | cipal milliners it is stated that the fashionable 

) d | paratery to eveaging in the Mexican revolu- | colons for ladies’ dresses on this occasion will and guickly cleared the starbsard magazine, By tion. Gen. Walkerinay turn his attention that! be Live. 


