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"HALIFAX AND QUEBEC 

NEW AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION. 
We have great satisfaction in being able to 

announce, that within the last month, most im- 
portant movements have taken place in London 
with reference to the construction of a Railway 
to conneet Halifax and Quebec, and that with 
the approbation of H. M. Government, the nu- 
cleus of a Company has been formed for carrying 
out this great national undertaking. For this 
interesting information, and for the perusal of 
three pamphlets on the subject, printed in Lon- 
don little more than a fortnight since, we are 
indebted to M.H. Perley, Esq., who received 
them from Sngland by the last steamer. 
The first of these os pen ison the national, 

political and commercial importance of a Rail- 
way from Halifax to Quebec, with extracts from 
important despatches and acts of Parliament re- 
lating thereto. - This pamphlet is accompanied 
‘by a large and handsome map of British North 
America, from Newfoundland to Vancouver's 
Island, with al! the Colonial Railways clearly 
laid down. ~~ : 
The second pamphlet contains, ¢ Minutes of 

roceedings at a meeting held at the Thatched 
Bowe Tavern; St. James’ Street, on Saturday 
‘the 5th June, 1858, relative to the formation of 
the Halifax and Quebec Railway.’ At this 
meeting, Viscount Bury, M: P.;-(son in law of 
Sie Allan Magna), vas in the Chair, and. the 
meeting was attended by the Rt. Hon Southeron 
Ee Ps € he Ber Hon. oa ns. 

2.3 the Hon, Sir Allan Macnab, Bart. ; Vis- 
-count Goderich, M. P.; the Hon. S. Cunard; 
«Col. Boldero, M, P. ; James Wyld, Esq., M. 
P.; the Hon. Chas. Fitzwilliam, M., P.; R. P. 
‘Nisbet, vu i M. P.; the Hon. Justice Halibur- 
ton; John Neeld, Esq., M. P.; Francis S. Head, 

.; Alfred Roche, Esq.,and others. 
‘he proceedings were opened in a neat speech 

‘by Lord ‘Bury, who declared the object of the 
meeting, and went fully into the advantages and 
almost absolute necessity of completing a Rail- 
way from Halifax to Quebec as a great National 
‘undertaking, and quoted largely from Major 
Robinson's report on the line. The first resolu- 
‘tion -was moved by the Rt. Ilon. Southeron 
Estcourt, M. P., who stated that he had first be- 
«come interested in New Brunswick, and in the 
Railway, through letters received from his bro- 
ther, the late Col. J.B. B. Estcourt, who was 
-employed in running the boundary with the U. 
States under the Ashburton Treaty. In the 
wourse of his remarks on the- Railway in a mili- 
tary point of view, Mr Estcourt said :— 

¢ At the time when what was called the rebel- 
ilion in Canada broke out, I was well acquainted 
with the movements of the 43rd Regiment.— 
That regiment was stationed on the seaboard of 
New Brunswick; it was of the greatest impor- 
<ance that all succour that could be afforded, 
should be marched with every rapidity that was 
possible to the places where operations were 
going on in Canada. “That regiment made a 
most difficult passage through the midst of the 
country, which had scarcely been explored be- 
fore they cut their way through—in shert, it 
was one of the most brilliant operations, as de- 
serving to be recorded by an historian as the fa- 
mous expedition of Cyrus, which was so fortu- 
nate as to receive a place in history, ard an his- 
torian in Xenophon; it was something that 
could not fail tv: make an impression upon a 
non-military as well asa military mind. 1 know 
it did upon mine.’ 
Mr Estcourt then said, that he attended the 

meeting only as a private individual member of 
Parliament; that it was not in his power to 
state anything there on the part of 
vernment, of which he wasa very humble mem- 
her, but said, that in a national point of view, 
the Government might fairly be asked to make 
some pecuniary sacrifice in order to achieve the 
Railway ; and it seemed to him also, that if the 
figures produced by Lord Bury had any weight, 
they might go to the Government snd say,— 
“You gain this great Imperial advantage without 
any risk atall." The Resolution wasas follows . 
¢ That the extraordinary advance which has 

been made within the last few years in the trade 
and population of the British North American 
Colonies renders it imperatively necessary, that 
Great Britain should no longer be dependent 
‘upon the U. States for Railway communication 
with these important Colonies, especially when 
a cheaper and more expeditions route can be ob- 
tained through the British possessions.’ 

‘Thir resolution was seconded by the Honble, 
Capt. Vivian, M, P., who spoke in forcible terms 
of the great military and political advantages 
of the proposed Railway, and alluded to the 
march of the 43rd Regiment through the wil- 
derness, having himself taken a part in that 
march, as an officer of the Regiment. 
Very admirable speeches were made bv Sir 
Allan Macnab, the Hen, S. Cunard. Mr Justice 
Haliburton, (Sam Slick), the Hon. Charles 
Fitzwilliam, M. P,, and others; a number of 
spirited resolutions were passed. and it was 
among other things resolved, that a deputation 
should wait on the Colonial Minister on the 
subject. Ey 

The third pamphlet contains the minutes of 
what took place between the deputation and the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, on the 14th 
of June, and also the minutes of proceedings of 
the Deputation which waited on the Chancellor 

. M. Go- | line 

A A is Bt 1 rr 

of the Exchequer, Mr D’Israeli, on the foilow= 
ing day, 15th June. The minutes of what took 
place at the Colonial Office, being of great in- 
terest, we re-produce them in full. They are 
as follows :— 
THE HALIFAX AND QUEBEC RAILWAY 

COMPANY, LIMITED, 
Deputation to the Right Honorable Sir Ep- 
wARD Lyrroxn Byrwer Lyrrow, Bart, 
P., Her Majesty's Principal Secty. of State 
for the Colonies, on Monday, the 14th day 
of June, 1858. 

The Deputation consisted of the following 
Noblemen and Gentlemen :— 

Viscount Bury, M. P., Chairman. 
Viscount Goderich, M. P, 
The Hon, Sir Allan McNab, Bart. 

+ Capt. the Hon. John Vivian, M. P, 
The Hon, C. W. W, Fitzwilliam, M. P. 
The Rt. Hon, Sotheron Estcourt, M. P, 
The Hon. F. Berkeley, M. P, 
The Hon Justice Haliburton. 
W. H. Gore Langton, Esq., 31. P. 
Samuel Christy, Esq., M. P. 
James Wyld, Esq., M. P. 

The Hon. 8. Cunard. Mr Collins, M. P. 
G. G. Glyn, Esq., M. P. Mr Nelson. 
J. A Roebuck Esq. M. P. Mr Brotherhood. 
John Neeld, Esq., M. P. Mr H. Masterman. 
R. P. Nisbet. Esq. M. P, Mr Stevens, 
Col. Boldero, M. P, Mr Sewell. 

Lord Bury.—Sir, I attend here to day to pre- 
sent this influential Deputation to you, as the 
Chairman of meetings which were held at the 
Thatched House Tavern, on last Saturday week, 
and also or last Saturday. 
The object of the meeting is to urge upon Her 

Majesty's Government the responsibility of as- 
sisting, in some manner, the construction of a 
railroad between Halifax and Quebec. You, sir, 
are aware, from the papers which have been 
submitted to you, that the Governments of Nova 
Scotia, N ew Brunswick and Canada, have each 
of them guaranteed £20,000 per annum rowards 
the completion of this work, together with cer- 
tain Crown lands lying within each of their ju- 
risdictions, and they engage to place at the dis. 
posal of any Company who may undertake the 
railway, or rather of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, such private lands as may be required for 
making the stations and other works on the line. 
The conditions upon which they guaranteed this 
to Her Majesty are, that Her Majesty. shall, 
either by herself or through the instrumentality 
of a private company, undertake the construc- 
tion of the line. Lord Grey was very favoura- 
bly disposed towards the project, and in a des- 
patch to Lord Elgin, dated the 14th March, 
1851, he stated that Her Majesty’s Government 
would be prepared to recommend to Parlia- 
ment that a minimum interest on the amount 
to be expended in constructing the line should 
be guaranteed to them. We should like to put 
it to Her Majesty's Government whether the 
would not be equally prepared to assist in this 
undertaking. 

I need not urge upon you, sir, the extreme 
importance, in a political point of view, of the 
construction of this line; but [ only allude to 
it now because 1 know that the view which 
will have most weight with you will, of course, 

and political point of view. You, of course, 
will not enter with such care into the circum 
stances whether it would be likely to be pecu- 
niarily remunerative to the shareholders of the 
undertaking. 1skall only allude to that part 
of it in order to show that Her Maiesty’s Go- 
vernment will not incur any very great risk if 
they, in accordance with our request, guaran- 
tee the sum required for the constrnction of the 

With regard to the first point, pamely, the 
national importance, the map which I see before 
you will immediately show you the manner in 
which the communications at present take place 
with Canada, and wkich involves a very con- 
siderable circuitous route, besides going through 
territories of another power. By our proposed 
route, you will land at Halifax, and then go from 
Halifax to Quebec ; you will not only go through 
British territory the whole way, but you will 
save 400 miles as regards going hy steamer to 
Boston, and 600 miles as regards going by 
steamer to New York. You now have to go 
across the State of Maine {rom Boston, and from 
the port of New York through the State of New 
York, to the Canadian frontier; consequently, 
this our route involves not only a very great 
saving of time as regards the transit, but it 
would allow us to complete your communica- 
tions through the British territory. I need ouly 
cite one instance—I am sure you are already 
aware of that one point to which I will avert— 
that during the last war, when it was desirable 
to convey stores which were in the arsenal of 
Quebec for use in the Crimea, the law officers 
of the crown were consulted as to the possibili- 
ty of conveying these stores over the railroads 
of the United States: it was decided by the 
law officers that it would bea eontravention of 
the neutrality laws to do so, and, in consequence 
of that opinion, the stores were locked up in 
Canada, and they were ultimately, I believe, con- 
veyed on sleighs over the very ine through 
which this railway will pass which we wish to 
undertake, I wl not advert. any further to the 
political aspect of the matter. 

~ But with regard to the eommercial point of 
view, Colcnel Robinson and Major Henderson 

AL. | despatch to Lord Elgin, intimating that the Go- 

be that the undertaking is great in a national . 

made a very valuable report, at the instance of 
the Imperial Government. The report of these 
gentlemen was very favourable, and Lord Elgin 
was very much in favour of the scheme they 
proposed. It was in consequence of their scheme 
that the Legislatures of Canada, New, Bruns- 
wiek, and Nova Scotia voted a supply, together 
equal to £60,000 a year. Lord Grey wrote his 

vernment would be prepared to guaranteea mi- 
nimum rate of interest on the construction of the 
line. What we ask her Majesty’s Government 
now to do is this :—These Legislatures having 
already voted £60,000 a year to Her Majesty’s 
Government, and certain Crown lands, that Her 
Majesty's Government would consent to propese 
to Parliament to guarantee vs an equal sum of 
£60,000 a year, together with the £60,000 a 
year that has been voted by these Colonies, and 
the Crown lands they have voted. That would 
form a guarantee equal to £4 per cent. on the 
estimated amount of the capital to be expended, 
which is £3,000,000 sterling. 

Sir E. Bulwer Lytton.—I think it is estimat- 
ed, in some of the papers I have seen, at £3,» 
000,000. 
The Hon. Mr Justice Haliburtor.—The rea- 

son of that is: The original estimate included 
the Province of Nova Scotia, which railway is 
now nearly completed through half the length 
of that Province : and also the estimate ofa cer- 
tain portion on the banks of the St. Lawrence, 
in. the province of Canada, which is already 
in process of completion from Quebec to 
Trois Pistoles; and therefore it thus merely 
leaves the past from thence, through New Brins- 
wick to the borders of Nova Scotia to be con- 
structed. 
Lord Bury.-—These amounts will make £120, 

000 a year guaranteed by Her Majesty's Go- 
uernment, for which they will have as assets 
£60,000 a year guaranteed by the Legislatures 
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Canada, 
and for the remaining £60.000 a year the com- 
pany will undertake to convey Her Majesty’s 
mails, stores, and troops free of cost. The mails] 
throughout the year, the warlike stores, or any 
other stores Her Majesty may choose to send, 
and the conveyance of the troops free of cost, 
whenever Her Vsjesty may choose to send them. 
That, sir, is the proposal which we wish to make 
to Her Majesty's Government, 

1 may say that the meeting appointed a §- 
nancial committee to confer with you in case her 
Majesty’s Government should feel generally dis- 
posed to afford us any guaranty, and should 
wish to confer with respect to the amount of 
that guarantee, and the details of it; and that 
committee would wait upon you at. your conve- 
nience in case you feel favorably disposed to en-. 
tertain the proposals. 

1 may add to this that a memorial, has been 
prepared for presentation to vou, embodying 
the resolutions of the first meeting, which was 
held at the Thatched-honse Tavern, on Sa- 
turday week, and also embodying the resolu- 
tions of the adjourned meeting, held on Satur- 
day last, touching the financial part of it. 1 
wil hand this to you, but it is subject to a 
slight alteration in the latter part of it, so that 
pithem you will not consider it as quite com- 

ete. 
1 omitted to state a very important fact 

touching the political aspect of this railway, 
and that is this: The harbour of Halifax is 
the only harbour, even so far south as New 
York, which is never closed by ice; you can 
enter the harbour of Halifax at all seasons of 
the year. The map before you, sir, will show 
it satisfactorily to you. 'I'he distance from 
Halifax to Boston is 400 miles, and by the] 
route from Liverpool as shown on that map, 
you will land at Halifax and procead upon 
British territory, and thus effecting a saving of 
400 miles by sea. New York is 200 miles fur- 
ther than Boston, and then you would have to 
come up to Montreal. The part down to St, 
‘Thomas's is completed, and the part from Hali- 
fax to Truro is about completed, und it is in 
the course of construetion from St Thomas's to 
Trois Pistoles, and that makes the difference in 
the estimate of the £5,000,000 and the £3,000, 
000. 

Sir E. Bulwer Lytton. —I think the question 
divides itself into two great divisions : one is the 
political and the other is the financial. So far 
as the political is concerned, whick more imme- 
diately comes under my notice, I have given the 
best consideration I can to the subject, and I 
thirk that the imperial advantages are not ex- 
aggerated, I think that there is a sufficient de- 
gree of imperial advantage to be derived, from 
the proposed line to justify to my mind the 
Government in giving assistance to the colonies; 
and the more I look at the great importance of 
it, the more favorable I think the proposed 
course 1s, 

But then there comes the other question, 
which clearly does not come into my department, 
which is the financial, and that is really a ques- 
tion for the Chancellor of the Exchequer. lt is 
a question for him to consider whether he thinks 
the financial state of the country would justifyit 
and he also has to consider how far he thinks 
there would be a sufficient degree of Parliamen- 
tary support for such a purpose, All I can say 
is, if he will agree, I should be myself exceed- 
ingly proud and excessively happy to assist in 
carrying it out, But I cannot say anything 
uponthat. This is notat all in my depart 

know very well the great difficulties there are 
in obtaining, through parliament, anythiug like 
guarantees for loans for colonial purposes ; and 
in order to carry that out, you must make out 
a very strong case, not as to tke colonial ad 
vantages. As far as I have been able to look 
at it, which is only within a short time, I must 
say it appears to me that there are very good 
grounds for stating there are imperial advau- 
tages, : 1 

With regard to the speculation, so far as.it is 
a speculation, I bave only been able to see a 
good deal of contradictory evidence, and I can- 
not pronounce an opinion upon it. A good deal 
will, of course, depend upon what is the popu- 
lation through which the railway will have 10 
pass. Thereisa large tract of land, which is 
stated in one of these reports to be a kind of 
extended viilage, in which there is a good deal 
of scattered population. 5 

Mr Roebuck, M. P.—Sir Edward you ought 
to bear in mind that at the present moment we 
do incur a certain amount of expense. We 
transmit our post, we transmit our warlike stores, 
and also our troops to Canada—that united 
makes up an annual sum. Now the post alone 
‘makes up an annual sum of £25,000. Th 
is a matter which annually occurs. That would 
be done away with entirely by the proposed 
plan, as I uuderstand the noble lord, The 
railway company undertakes to convey the 
post of hex Majesty from Halifax to Quebec— 
that is included in’ the grant of £60,000a year. 
Besides that they undertake to transmit all the 
stores that her Majesty may choose to send to 
Quebec, and also all the troops that her Majes- 
ty may shoose to send to Quebec, so that ail 
oa three items together ought to be con- 

sidered as diminishing the expenses of our guar- 
antee, That is, we are, by a sort of forethought, 
making a contract to conduct our troops, our 
post, and our stores for £60,000 a year across 
that portion of the territory. 
The Hon, Mr Justice Haliburton. —Sir, there 

is one thing ‘I must beg leave to mention :— 
This is to be distinguished from almost all other 
railways. This is not a colonial railway as al- 
fects Canada, "New Brunswick, or Nova Scotia in- 
dividually, but as affecting the whole of them and 
connecting their intercourse with this country 
Mr Roebuck has put that in every forcible way 
With respect to the carriage of the mails, which 
is an actual expendizure at the present moment 
in the shape of a churge on the revenue, you 
observe that the mail goes to Boston or New 
York, before it can reach Canada and the Bri- 
tish possessions there, it has to pass through 
the United States. The treaty by which thas 
right is given to England contains within it a 
clause that it can be annulled on six weeks’ no- 
tice being given to either party. At the time 
when Mr Coilinsput on his rival steamships to 
that mégnificient line, that marvellous line of 
Mr Cunard’s, they wanted, as hey usually do 
in the States, to get some advantage under the 
contract ; that was refused, and the very mo- 
ment it was refused, there wasan abrup notice 
given which terminated the postai arrangement, 
in consequence of which the whole country was 
thrown into the greatest ‘possible confusion,— 
For six months in the year Canada is shut up, 
relying on this line sending the mails through 
the United States, No means have been taken 
for making a practical carriage wheelroud into 
Canada. It would occasion interminable delay to 
go all the way round the Pacific, and send the 
mail through Vancouver's Isiand. We ought not 
to be at the mercy ofa foreign powerfor carrying 
the mails to our own possessions, 1 want ture 
ther to state—this is something which perhaps 
neither you nor myself may live to see carried 
out ; but, beyond all manner of doubt, it is the 
destiny of this country to have a complete in- 
ter-colonial communication all the way, from’ 
the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean by Vancou- 
ver's Island ; and there is now, from the en- 
trance of the St. Lawrence to the head of Lake 
Superior, a larger inland navigation than from 
Liverpool to New York (which is upwards of 
38,700 miles). From the embouchure of that 
river, in. British territory, up to the head of 
lake Superior in British territory, it would take 
a vessel with the same power a longer time to 
go up through that natural canal, than it would 
to go to Liverpool to that country, After this 
is done, you will have an outlet for all the 
western waters ; all the produce that they have 
in that part of the world must come by this 
railway to the nearest part of Halifax on the 
Atlantic, between England and America, — 
Then comes the Hudson's Bay Company on 
the other side, and it is not saying too much, 
after the evidence that has been recently given 
by gentleruen who have gone over there,—and 
there is one prions in this room who has, 
1 understand, been twice there,—that the land 
thereis capital. From Vaneouver’s Island you 
have access across to the Pacific and our Indian 
possessions, and which you will thus reach 
through British colonies,” without any inter- 
ruption. We have no Fillibusters there. - We 
have no story of Nicaraguan Canal or the Suez 
(anal, or any other canals which cannot be cut. 
Here there are things that are practicable — 
they begin piece by piece, Through Cauvada 
there are locks to connect the Jakes and railways 

Nova Scotia; and now it wants but this litle 
bit. ‘and then you get a communication all the 

ment. [think that there are difficulties. You way from Halifax to the head of Lake Saperior, 

& 

at certain points. There is a railway through 


