
5 

 THRGLRANERE 
T 

From the St. Paul Daily Times. 
FRAZER RIVER GOLD MINES. 
OVERLAND ROUTE THROUGH MINNESOTA AND 
THE SASKATCHEWAN VALLEY—PUBLIC MEET- 
INGATST. PAUL, © 00100000 
Ax adjourned meeting of citizens of St. Paul, 
and of eitizens of Minnesota sojourning in St. 
Pal, was held at the Fuller House on Wednes- 
day, July 7, at 8 o'clock P.M. ' Colonel Wm. 
H. Noble, of St. Paul, resumed the chair, and 
Hon. E. Pierce, of St. Peter, was appointed se- 

Mr James W. Taylor, from the committee 
previously appointed, presented the followin 
report upon the general subject of an overlan 
route ERY natural features of the region con- 
neeted withiit s— ©... 

© GEOGRAPHICAL REPORT. : 

"It is now established that a district of British 
i holding" a relation® to Puget’s Sound 
similar to that of the Sacramento valley to the 
Bay of San Francisco, contains rich and .exten- 
sive gold places. 

~The upper waters of Frazer'river, including 
hompson river, are its principal tributary, Tt 

pe pial tL from Oregon and 
hifornia, and all accounts concur that the 

ace minings are as successful as those of Ca- 
nia and Australia have been, = Geologists 

have anticipated such adiscovery, and Governor 
‘Stevens; in his last message to the Legislative 
Assembly of Washington Territory, claims that 
bo tict south of the international boundary is 
equally auriferous. 
Ce he Frazer river mines have already been 
‘mentioned in the British Parliament as not less 
valuable and important than the gold fields of 
“Australia ; ‘and’it is in view of the influence of 
Bless events upon Se ‘emigration that the 
present report is submitted. ’ 
"The southern boundary of Minnesota is in 

* fir ne north. St. Paul and the 
Falls of St. Anthony are about 45 degrees, and 
.our northern Bousidty, coterminous with the 
international line, is partly on tbe paraliel of 
49 degrees.” The Frazer river mines. will pro- 
bably be explored from latitude 49 degrees to 
Arata EAN catote, 1 of verlend craignint 
route thither is practicable from Minnesota, it 
w “an important consideration in favor of 
‘such’a route, that the valleys of the upper Mis- 
siseippi d the Red river of the North are on 
the m rect line of communication from Ca- 
nadaand the States north of latitude 40 degrees 
to the Frazer river district. 

‘An overland route through Minnesota, as- 
«ending the ‘course ‘of the Saskatchewan and 
crossing the Rocky Mountains in latitude 54 
deg. to Britith Oregon, would traverse a region. 
of North America hitherto withheld from colo- 
‘nization, but soon to be surrendered by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. for civilized settle 
ments. West of the Rocky Mountains that 
company claim no chartered rights, and their, 
“license of Indian trade will expire in May, 1859. 
‘I'he British Parliament have just published a 
4 Report of a Select Committee of the House 
of Commons,” which exhibits a disposition on 
the part of the Company to withdraw from an 
immense district, reaching west of Lake Winne- 
peg to the Pacific. if thereby a recognition of 
the exclusive privileges hitherto enjoyed by 
them within the remainder of their chartered 
limits can be obtsined. Even such a compro- 
mise is vigorously opposed by the people of Ca- 
nada, hut ‘the citizens of Minnesotta would have 
reason to be satisfied if our northwestern con- 
nection with Assimboia, Saskatchewan and Bri- 
tish Oregon should be placed on the footing of 
such’an adjustment. In this respect our inter- 
ests'are identical with the inevitable policy of 
Great Britain. Henceforth. no other relation 
than * reciprocity” is possible between British 
America and the adjacent States of the Ameri 
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can Union. Minnesota especially welcomes the 
assurance that Victoria, the capiial of Varcou- 
ver's Island, is to be selected as the naval station 
of England in the Pacific. perhaps to become, 
under the influence of an international railroad, 
the Liverpool of the Pacific coast. 
As to the ¢ adventurers of England trading 

into Hudson’s Bay,” (so the stockholders of the 
company are technically called in the charter of 
incorporation) they can turn their partial defeat 
into a victory. The map of Arrowsmith exhi- 
bits their posts at ‘every advantageous locality 
between the lakes and the Pacific, and between 
latitudes 49 degrees and 56 degrees. Open 
that immense belt of country to European and 
American eolonization—extend over it the be- 
nefits of reciprocity—adopt the American sys- 
‘tem of land surveys and land ‘bounties to set- 
tlers, and, ‘the members of the Hudson's Bay 
Company - i 
years -as proprietors of cities and towns, than 
would be possi for them as {ur traders in a 
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liott, at the head of fifty engineers and as many 
soldiers, has recently arrived at Vancouver's Is- 
land, and, accompanied by a hundred vogagers, 
will thence move eastward through British ter- 
ritory, definitely locating a railroad route as he 
advances. Simultaneously, a joint commissien 
of the American and English governments are 
engaged in running the internationaal boundary 
from Puget’s Sound to Lake Superior, com- 
mencing at the Pacific terminus. And new 
comes the gold discovery of the Northwest, 
which ‘will probably renew, in that direction, 
PE Wet kistory of Cahfornia and Aus- tral : 

An overland route from St. Paul, on Ameri- 
can territory to Puget's Sound, or through the 
Saskatchewan basin to Frazer's river and Van. 
couver's Island, is central to an immense and 
fertile area, which, at no remote day, must con- 
nect with the channels of the Mississippi and 
the St. Lawrence, within the limits. of Minne- 
sota. From latitude 44 to 54, and from longi- 
tude 92 to 112 (west of Greenwieh,) or between 
Lake Superior and Winnepeg on the east, and 
the Rocky Mountains, there is comprised an 
area of 631,050 square miles. Extend these 
lines of latitude to the Pacific, in longitude 124, 
and we have 2 further area of 378,636. square 
miles, or an aggregate of 1,009,686 square 
miles, equal in extent to France, Germany, 
Prussia, Austria, and that portion of Russia 
which lies south of St. Petersburg and west of 
Moscow. .- A district 10 degrees of latitude wide 
by 32 of longitude in length, would comprise 
twenty-four States of the size of Ohio, 
Our present inquiry, hawever, is confined to 

the upper half of this vast region, or exclu- 
sively north of the boundary of 49 degrees; and 
since an emigrant route to Frazer river is under 
consideration, a general view of the districts to 
ve traversed by such a route, or closely connect- 
ed with it, will first be presented. Those dis- 
tricts of British America west of the lakes, 
which by soil and climate are suitable for set- 
tlement, may be thus enumerated : 
Vancouver's Island, . . . 16 000 sq. miles. 
Frazerand Thompson rivers 60,000 « « 
Sources of the Upper Colum- 

bia. : OC. 20,000 % « 
Athabaska District . . . 80,000 «¢ « 
Saskatchewan; Red River,As- = 

sineboin, &c., +.» . 960,000 & 

506,200 
Under these geographical divisions—whose 

area would constitute twelve States of the size 
wf Ohio—we propose to give the results of a 
parliamentary investigation, just published, in- 
to the affairs of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
sofar as they are descriptive of the foregoing 
districts : wg 

VANCOUVER'S ISLAND, 

This island is fertile, well timbered, finely di- 
versified by intersecting mountain ranges and 
small prairies, with extensive coal fields, compa- 
red by one witness to the West Riding of 
Yorkshire coal, and fortunate in its harbors. 
Shae Harbor, on which Victoria is situ- 
ated, is equal to San Francisco. The salmon 
and other fisheries are excellent ; but this ad- 
vantage is shared by every stream and inlet of 
the adjacent t. The climate is frequently 
compared with England, except that it is even 
warmer. The winter is stormy, with heavy 
rains in November and December ; frosts occur 
in the lowlands in January, but seldom’ inter- 
rupt agriculture ; vegetation starts in Febru- 
ary, rapidly progressing in March, and fostered 
by aiternate warm showers and sunshine in 
April and May—while intense heat and drougth 
are often experienced during June, July and 
August. As already remarked, the isiand has 
an area of 16,200 square miles, and is as larg 
as Vermont and New Hampshire. 

FRAZER AND THOMPSON RIVERS. 

Northward of Vancouver's Island, the coast 
range of mountains trends so near the Pacific 
as to obstruct intercourse with the interior, but 
“inside, in the language of a witness, ‘itis a 
fine open country.” Thisis the valley of Frazer 
river. Ascending this river, mear Fort Lang- 
ley, “a large tract of land’ is represented as 
¢ adapted to colonists ;* while of Thompson ri- 
ver, the same witness says that it is ‘ one of the 
most beautiful countries in the world’—¢ climate 
capable of producing all the crops of England, 
and much milder than Canada,” The sources 
of Frazer river, in latitude fifty-five degrees, 
are separated from those of Peace river, (whic 
flows through the Rocky Mountains eastwardly, 
into the Athabasca.) % the distance of only 
317 yards. 

SOURCES OF THE COLUMBIA. 

<A glance at the map will show how conside- 
rable a district of British Oregon is watered by 
the Upper Columbia and its tributary, the Me- 

ive. more advantage in ten | Gillioray or Flat-bow river. Jt is estimated 
above as 20,000 square miles, and has been des- 
cribed. in enthusiastic terms by the Catholic 

~~ | Bishop of Oregon—DeSmet—in his * Oregon 
'ob-| Missions” The territory of the Kootonais In- 

dians would seem, from his glowing deserip- 
ion, to be divided in filihye proportion be- 
ween forests and prairies. Of timber, he names 

{ species, cedar and cy- 

= quantities of Rep a with 
silver. ~The source of the Columbia seemed to 
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impress him as ¢ a very important point’ He | deg., longitude ‘ofte- Hundred and"two deg. on 
observes that ¢ the climate is delightful’—that 
the extremes of heat and cold are seldom 
known, the snow disappearing as it falls, He 
reiterates the opinion * that the advantages na- 
ture seemed to have bestowed on the Colum- 
bia, will render its geographical position very 
important at some future day, and that the 
hand of civilized man would transform it into a 
terrestrial paradise.’ 

It is an interescing coincidence that Father 
De Smet published in a St. Louis paper a few 
months since, a similar description of this re- 
gion, adding that it could be reached from Salt 
Lake City along the western base of the Rocky 
Mountains with wagons, and that Brigham 
Young proposed to lead his next Mormon exo- 
dus to the sources of the Columbia river. Such 
a movement is not improbable, and would 
exhibit far greater sagacity than an emigration 
to Sonora. 

Already the Mormons have established a 
flourishing half-way post on the Saimon river, 
(a branch ot the Columbia,) and as Pe Smet 
has had many opportunities for ascertaining the 
designs of the Mormon hierarchy, the next 
scene of their zeal and industry may be under 
the protection of the British crown. 

THE ATHABASCA DISTRICT. 

The valleys of the Peace and Athabasca ri- 
vers, which occupy the eastern base of the Rocky 
Mountains, from lat. 55 deg. to 59 deg., share 
the Pacific climate in a remarkable degree.— 
The Rocky Mountains are greatly reduced in 
breadth and mean elevation, and through the 
numerous passes between their lofty peaks, the 
winds of the Pacific reach the district in. ques- 
tion. Hence it is that Sir Alexander Macken- 
zie, under date of May 10, mentions the ‘exu- 
berant verdure of the whole country,”—trees 
about to blossom, and buffilo attended by their 
young. During the late Parliamentary inves- 
tigation, similar statements were elicited. . Dr. 
Richard King, who accompanied an expedition 
in search of Sir John Ross, as surgeon and na- 
turalist, was asked what portion of the country 
he saw was available for the purpose of settle- 
ment. In reply, he described asa * very fertile 
valley,’ a ¢ square piece of country,” bounded on 
the south by Cumberland House, and by the 
Athabasca lake on the north. His own words 
are as follows: ‘The sources of the Athabasca 
and the source of the Saskatchewan, include an 
enormous area of country. It is, in fact, a vast 
piece of land surrounded by water. When 1 
heard Dr: Livingstone's description of that splen- 
did country which he found in the interior of 
Africa, within the equator, it appeared to me to 
be precisely tie kind of country which 1am now 
describing.* ~* * * tis a rich soil inter- 
spersed ‘with “well wooded” caur:try, there being 
growth of every kind and the whole vegetable 
kingdom alive,” Wheuo' asked concerning mi- 
neral productions, his reply was, I do not know 
of ‘any other mineral excep: limestone, this is 
apparent in all directions.®* * The birch, the 
beechand the maple are in abundance, and there 
is every sort of fruit.” When questioned fur- 
ther as to the growth of trees, Dr. King replied 
by a comparison with the *magnificent trees 
round Kensington Park, London.’ He des- 
cribed a farm near Cumberland House under 
very successful cultivation—* luxuriant wheat,’ 
potatoes, barley, pigs, cows and horses. 

THE SASKATCHE WAN, ASSINIBOIN, AND 

RED RIVER DISTRICT. 

The area of this continent, northwest of Min- 
nesota, and known as the Saskatchewan district, 
is estimated, by English authorities, to comprise 
368,000 square miles. Northwest from Otter 
"Tail Lake, the geographical centre of Minnesota, 
extends a vast silurian formation, bounded on 
the west slong the eastern base of the Rocky 
Mouctains by coal measures. Such a predomi- 
nance of limestone implies fertility of svil, as in 
the northwestern States, and the speedy colini- 
zation of Saskatchewan would be assured, if the 
current objection to the severity of climate was 
removed. On this point a few facts will be pre- 
sented. 

The sea of Azof, which emptiesinto the Black 
Sea, forming the astern border of the Crimean 
peninsular, freezes sbout the beginning of No- 
vember, and is seldom open before the begin- 
ning of April. = A point less than one hundred 
miles North, but far down in Southern Russia, 
namely, Catherineoslav, has been found, from 
the observation of many years, to be identical 

h | in summer and winter climate with Fort Snel- 
ling. Nine-tenths of ENR Russia, there- 
fore—- the main seat of population and resources 
—is further north than St. Paul. Ip fact, Pem- 
bina is the climate equivalent of Moscow, and 
for that of St Petersburg, which is sixty deg. 
north, we may reasonably go to latitude fifty-five 
‘deg. on the American continent. 

Like European Russia, also, the Saskatche- 
wan district has a climate of extremes, the ther- 
mometer having a’ wide range ; but it is'well un- 
derstood that. the growth of the cereals and of 
the most usefui vegetables depends chiefly on 
the intensity and duration of the summer heats, 
and is comparatively little influenced by the se- 
verity of ‘Wwisitercold, or the Jowness of the mean 
temperature during the year. Therefore it is 
important to observe that the northern shore of 

| Like Huron has the mean summer heat of Bor 
deaux, in southern France, or 70 deg. Farenheit, 
while Cumberland House, in latitude fifty-four 

the Saskatchewan, exceeds inthis respect Brus 
gels and Paris, “V&A WE ¥ 
The U. States Army stan Register 

has ascertained that the line of 79 deg. mean 
summer heat crosses the Hudson River at West 

burg; but westward is traced through Sandusky, 
Chicago, Fort Snelling and Fort Union, neat 
lat. 49 deg., into British America, . ihe ave- 
rage annual heat at Quebec is experienced as 
far north as latitude 52 deg. in the brs 
wan country. vot Pad 
Mr Blodget claims that not only all the vici- 

nity of the south branch of the Saskatchewan is 
as mild in climate as St. Paul, but that the 
north branch of that river is almost equally fa- 
vourable, and that the ameliorating influence of 
the Pacific. through ‘the gorges of the Rocky 
Mountains, is so far felt on McKenzie's River 
that wheat fae be grown in its valley nearly to: 
the 65th parallel. : ¢ 

‘The foregoing details have been produced to 
exhibit the genera! features and advantages of 
the country which extends between Minnesota 
and the gold regions of the North Pacifie. it 

journey thither by the route of 

pose to compile from an overland journey of 
Sir George Simpson, Governor of the Hudson's 
Bay Company, which was published in 1547, 
whatever facts may throw light upon the expe- 
rience of a traveller over the same route, 
The journey from: St, Paul to Pembina, i» 

familiar to all. From Pembina to the junction 
of Moose river with the Assineboin theres a 
well defined track over a plain, such as Sir Geo. 
Simpson, describes on the way to the same 
goivs from Fort Garry. Under date of July 8, 

says: “On the east, north and south there 
was not a mound ora tree to vary the vast ex- 
panse of greensward, while to the west (it would 
be to the north of our advancing party) were the 
gleaming bays of the Assineboin, seperated from 
each other by wooded points of considerable 

Boi Simpson, “with relays of (lores aoe 
the journey to Carlten house in thirteen daye, 
about forty-six miles per day. Commencing 
with his diary of the third day from Fort Garry 
(at the point where a party from Pembina wou 
intersect his trail), snch extracts will be made 
us seem to embody useful information, ~~ * 

July 5.—On resuming our journey, we passed 
among tolerably well wooded hills, while on 
either side uf us lay a constant succession of 
small lakes—some of them salt— which abound- 
ed in wild fowl. In the neigbourhood of these 
waters, the pasture was rich and luxuriant, and 
we traversed two fields (for so they might be 
termed) of the rose and sweet briar. On reach-~ 
ing the summit of the hills that bounded the 
pretty valley ofthe Rapid river, we descried an 
eneampment, which proved lodges of Saulteaux 
Indians. We spent an hour in fording the 

{stream. No assistance. from. the Indians, but 
unwolested by them: ~~ ~*~ 
-July 6.—A good supper of wild fowl, which. 

were very numerous in the small lakes still alo 
the route—a large salt lake— hilly and al 
wooded district— complaints of mosqutoes, 

July 7. —Passed Birds’ Tall Creek, a rapidly 
flowing tributary of the Assineboin — bevond 
this stream an undulating prairie of vast extent, 
bands of antelopes—ferried over the Assineboin 
to. Fort Ellice in a batteau, swimming the 
horses — leaving the fort, passed through a 
swampy wood, forded the Qu Appelle or 
Calling river, and surmounting a steep hill, en- 
camped on a level meadow ot, several thousand 
acres'in extents. © ool aw old 34 

July 8.—Extensive prairies, studded with 
trees—considerable inconvenience with regard 
to provisions from heat of the weather, sutelopes 
in sight—in the afternoon the country swampy 
and beset with underwood. ~~ 7. 
July 9.—=Prairie harder and more open, grass 

withering under recen soloing Jurolate 
lopes—circuit of a swamp near Broken Arm 
river, losing a few hours. got. 

July 10. — Forded White Sand river with the 
mud up to bellies of the horses— hitherto wes- 
ther dry, clear and warm, but a cool rain feil 
afternoon and night—saw a red deer, ~~ 

July 11.— During the night a serenade by 
wolves and foxes, an early start. and a gli pre 
of an objeet eagerly looked for— the Butte aux 
Chiens; towering with a height of about’ four 
hundred feet over a boundiess prairie as level 
and smooth as a pond—evidently once the bed 
of a lake, with the Dog Knoll as an islet in the 
centre, and which was covered with an alluvial 
soil of great fertility. On leaving the Dog 

prairie among several large and beautiful lakes, 
The eavalcade now consisted in all of nineteen 
persons, fifty horses and six carts. with the fol- 
lowing order of march :~ The guide was follow-- 
ed by four or five ‘horsemen to beat a track ; 
then came the carts, each with a driver, and fol- 
lowed by unmounted animals under the charge 
of the rest of the party. Bae a 
~ July 12.—Followed: for twenty miles the 
shores of * Lac Sale,’ baving water as briny as 

tite Atlantic, The most cnrious 
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soil had been absolutely manured with the dung 

Point, thence descends to the latitude of Paris 

now remains to arrange the facts relative 16 the 

Saskatchewan. To do so, the Committee pro- 

Knoll the party traversed about twenty miles of 


