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of the bufalo, but the animal had not heen
met with,

. July 13 —Marched until 10 o’clock in a soak-
g rain. In the afternoon travelled a long dis- |
tance through a picturesque country, crossing |
tl':e end of an extensive lake, whose gently slo-
Ping banks of green sward were covered with
thick woods, [fere the party fell upon the trail
ot emigrants from Red river to Columbia, and
thence followed the well beaten track made by
them for both horses and carts.

. July 14.—Under this date we annex a con-
siderable extract :—

In this part of the country we saw many sorts
of birds, geese, loons, pelicans, ducks, cranes,
o kinds of snipe, hawks, owls and gulls; bat
they were all so remarkably shy that we were
Constrained to admire them at a distance. In
tl’g% afternoon we traversed a beautiful country,
Wwith lofty hills and long valleys full of sylvan
akes, while the bright green of the surface, as
r as the eye could reach, assumed a foreign
tinge. under an uninterrupted profusion of roses
and blue belis. On the summit of one of these
hills we commanded one of the few extensive
Prospects we had of late enjoyed. One range
of heights rose behind another, each becoming

. ~ainter asitreceded from the eye, till the farthest

Was blended in almost indistinguishable confu-
8on with the clouds, while the softest vales
bpread a panorama of hanging copses and glit-
tering lakes at our feet.

July 15.—The travellers had now resched the

OW river, on the south branch of the Saskat-
chewan, ¢ which,’ says Simpson, * takes its rise
‘n the Rocky Mountains near the international
frontier, and is of considerable size, without any
Poysical impediment of ary moment. * * ¢

t the crossing place the Bow river was about
& third of a mile in width, with a strong cur-
Tent, and some twenty miles below, falls iato
the main Maskatchewan, whence the united
Streams flow toward Lake Winnepeg, forming
at their mouth the Grand Rapids, of about three
tiles in length.

. A smart ride of four or five hours from Bow
river through a country very much resembling
an English park, brought the party to Fort Carl-
ton, on the Saskatchewan—Ilatitude 53 deg.,
lorgitude about 108,

The Saskatchewan, Governor Simpson re-
marks, is here upward of a quarter of 2 mile
Wwide, presenting, as its name implies, a swift
eurrent. It 1s navigable for boats from Rocky
Mountain House, in longitude 116, to Lake
Wipnepeg, upwards of seven hundred miles in
a direct line, but by the actual course of the
stream mearly double that distance. Though
above Edmonton the river is much oostructed
by rapids, yet from that Fort to Lake Winne-
g:;z it is descended without a portage alike by

ts and canoes, while even on the upward voy-
age the only break in the navigation is the grand
rapid already mentioned.

July 17.—After forty-eight hours at Fort
Carlton. Gov. Simpson's party resumed its jour-
tey along the north or left bank of the Saskat-
chewan,  The first day’s route Juy over a hilly
country so picturesque in its character that al-
most every commanding position presented the
elements of a picturesque panorama. :

July 18 —'the houtest day ; much incon-
Venience from thirst ; encamped at8 P. M. on a

rge lake.

July 19 —Overtook the emigrants to the
Columbia. In this connection so many parti-
Culars of interest are given that we may makea
tberal extract :—* These emigrants consisted of
griculturists and others, principally natives of

d River Settlement. There were twenty-
three families, the heads generally being young
and active, though a few of them were advanced
! life—more particularly one poor woman, up-
Ward of seventy-five years of age, who was tot:
tering after her son to. his new home. This
Venerable wanderer wasa native of the Saskat-
hewan, of which, in fact, she bore the name.—
She had been absent from this, the land of her
dirth for eighteen vears, and on catching the

st glimpse oi the river from the hill near Cari=
tony she burst, under the influence of old recol-
ections into a violent flood of tears. - During the
two days that the party spen, at the fort, she
Scarcely ever Jeft the bank of the stream, ap-
Pearing to regard it with as muck veneration as
the Hindoo regards the Ganges. As a contrast
10 this superannuated daughter of the Saskat.
¢chewau, the hand contained several very youth-
ful travellers, who had in fact made their ap.
Pearance in the world since the commencement
of the journey.
- Fach family had two or three carts, together
With bands of horses, eattle and dogs. The men
and Jads iravelled in the saddle, while the ve-
icles, which were covered with awnings against
the sun and rain, carried the women and the
Young children. As they marched in single
file thejr cavalcade extended above a mile in
length, and we increased the length of the
column by marching in company. The emi-
Rrants were all healthy and happy, living in the
Rreatest abundance, aud enjoying the journey
with the highest relish. Before coming up to
se people we bad seen evidence of the com.
fortable state of their commissariat, inthe shape
oftwo or three still warm. buffalo, from which
only the tongues and a few other choice bits had
n taken, This spectacle gave us hopes of
Soon seing the animal ourselves, and it was not

long before we saw our game on either of
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the road grazing or stalking about in bands of | whenever the sun shone clear, we could see on

between twenty and a hundred, to the number

| of about five thousand.

July 20 —The first complaint of the scar-
city of water-—only one supply. from Turtle
river, during thirty-six hours. Game abund-
ant—buffulo, beaver and deer, besides wolves,
badgers and foxes. Returned to the immedi-
ate valley of the Saskatchewan, reached Fort Pitt
about dark, y

July 21.—Crossed to the sonth bank of the
Saskatchewan, and travelled thirty miles through
bolder scenery than formerty. At night, first
apprehensions of Indians expressed by hoppling
horses and mounting guard.

July 22.—No water till eleven o'clock, and
again in the afternoon ; passed over a perfectly
arid plain of about twenty-five miles in length,
encamping for the night at the commencement
of the Chain des Lacs, a succession of small
lakes stretching over a distance of twenty or
thirty miles. The journal adds, ‘ During the
afternoon we saw our first raspberries; they
proved to be of large size and fine tlavor. Two
days previously we had feasted on the service
berry or mis-asquitomia—a sert of cross be-
tween the cranberry and black currant, and be-
fore leaving Red river we had found wild straw-
berries ripe.’

July 23.—Encamped on the confines of an
extensive forest, a tongue of which, stretching
away to the northward, is known as Le Grande
Pointe. 1In the afternoon we had come upon
a large bed of the eyeberry or oos quisikoomina
very nearly resembling the sirawberry in taste
and. appearance. It grows ubundantly in
Russia; and, flourishing as it does in the same
soils and situations as the strawberry, it would
doubtless thrive in England. Nights chilly,
dews heavy.

July 24.--Reached Edmonton House, In
the vicinity is an extensive plain, covered with
a luxuriant erop of the vetch, or wild pea, al-
wost as nutricious a food for cattle and horses
as oats. The Saskatchewan here is nearly as
wide as the Carlton, while the immediate
banks are well wooded, and the country beyond
consists of rolling prairies. Coal ulsois found
in its banks.

Goyv. Simpson’s further route was along the
eastern base of the Rocky Mountains, to the
sourees of the Bow river or South Saskatchew-
an, whence he erossed to the head waters of
the MeGillivray, or Flat Bow River. He left
his carts at Edmonton, making the journey to
Fort Coiville with pack horses; buta party des-
tined to Frazer and Thompson rivers would,
find a direct route, but not for wagons. through
the Athabasea Portage to the Boat Encampment
on the Upper Columbia. This pass is Hetween
Mount Hooker and Mount Brown, and on its
divide a small lake, called on some maps ¢ Com-
mittee’s Punch Bowl,’ sends its tribute trom one
end to the Columbia, and from the other to the
Mackenzie.

A witness before the Parliamentary Com-
mittee, Mr John Miles, states that from the
Boat Encampment 1t is * two days level walk’
on the head waters of the Columbia before
reaching the mountain-—‘ a good day’s walk, and
hard work toe,’ to reach its summit, and three
days’ before getting out of the mountain ridge
altogether, [t seems reasonable to suppose
from this testimony that a party might traverse
the Rocky Mountains from Kdmonton House
to the head waters of I'hompsor river in about
twelve days.

UTAH,
THE LAND OF THE MORMONS.

THe New York Tribune, 'imes and Herald
have long letters from Utah, dated as late as
June 19, It appears that the correspondents
left Camp Scott with the first division of the ar-
my on the 15th ult., for Salt Lake City, On
the next day they left the army and proceeded
in advance witha small party under U, S. Mar-
shall. Dotson. ‘The correspondent of the 'I'ri-
bune thus speake of the mountain scenery along
their route :

1 have ceased to ridicule the extravagant rhe-
toric of the Mormons about the ¢ Valleys of the
Mountains," or to wonder that a peoplé so funa-
tical by nature, should have tound in the seene-
ry which surrounds them, imspiration for the
<war.’ I have traversed the Tyrsl, wandered
through Switzerland, tramped with a party ot
German students over the hills of tke Palatinate,
Save crossed the Alleghanies hullfa dozentimes,
and have waded in the trout brooks of Nor-
thern New Hampshire so many summers that |
am familiar with every landseape between Lukes
Umbagog and Covnecticut, but I have never
seen a panorama of meuntain scenery so varied
and beautiful as on oar ride from Bear Riverto
the Valley of the Great Lake. Ior miles and
miles in the Kanvons the rcad winds through
thickets of willows ard alders, and hawthorn
bushes, whose twigs interlaced, atd often hung
so low under the load of leaves and blassoms,
that even when we oeat down on the necks of
our little Indian ponies, they swept our hacks.
Through the interstices of the foliage, we could
catch glimpses of the mountain sides, streaked
by shdes of gravel and studded with masses of
sandstone, surrounded by twittering flocks of
birds which had built their nests in the crevices
of the rook.. The ridges we crossed, between
kanyon and kanyon, were covered with fields
of luxuriant grass and flowers, From them,
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the west and south the broken line of the Wah-
satch range; but through the morning haze,
only the outline of its white crests was visible,
anc our eves strained to discern more,

In regard to the celebrated Echo Canon, how-
ever, we fancy that most people will be unde-
ceived by the following dezcription of the Times
correspondent :

Echo Canon, at its eastern extremity, is a
pretty valley, from 150 to 250 yards in width—
as well as I could estimate it—inclosed by steep
racky hills on either side, their summits crowned
with scattering dwarfed cedars. This valley is
Ebenxifull_v watered throughout its entire length

y Echo Canon Creek, fed by numerous springs
of delightful water trickling from the hills, ge-
nerally on the soutk side of the road, and emp-
tying at its western extremity into the Weber
River. If I mistake not, the popular idea of
this canon at the East, is, that it is a great rocky
gorge, with perpendicular walls on either side,
anc so narrow that a stone dropped from the
cliff on either side, must necessarily fall at the
feet of the traveller passing along the road.—
Nothing could be further from the truth. At
no single point of the canon does this deserip-
tion hold gond. ‘The mountains on one side
or the other, have aslope, though exceedingly
steep as a general rule, from one end of the
pass to the other. Occasionally there isa point
where the road and the creek with its luxuriant
fringe of young willows—close as a Mexican
chapparel—oceupies the entire width of the val-
ley,~but generally the valley will measure from
fifty 10 one hundred yards from the base of one
hill to that of the elevation on the opposite side.
The mountain elevations are irregular, crossed
oceasionally by great ravines, sloping rapidly to-
wards the creek from points of the ridges {ying
perhaps haif a mile further back than those
“:hich directly overlook the vailey. These ra-
vines, as a general thing, form available though
rugged and arduous avenues, by which pedes-
trians may reach the heights on either hand,

We copy the Tribune - correspondent’s
sketch of the Echo Canon fortifications which
have excited so much attention in the papeis :

As the kanyon approaches. Weber River, it
dwindles in width to five or six hundred feet.
The northern side becomes a perfect wall of
rock, which rises perpendicularly hundreds of
feet above the road. The southern side retains
the charaster of an abrupt mountain slope
covered with grass and stunted bushes. The
creek with its dense fringe of willows, fills the
whole bottom between the road and the bluffs.
The first indication that: we were approaching
the fortifications was the sight of piles.of rock
heaped into walls pierced with loopholes, which
were visible on every projecting point of the
cliffs along the northern side, from most of which
a pebble could be snapped down uvon the road.
Shortly after, on turning a bend in the kanyon,
we saw that all the willows along the creek had
been cut away, and through the cieared space a
ditch about five feet wide and ten feet deep was
dug across the whole bottom, which the road
crossed on a corduroy bridge. 'The dirt thrown
from this ditch was packed soas to form a dam
on which logs were so placed that it would
answer also for a breastwork, benind which ri-
flemen could be posted under cover, A sluice-
way at one end allowed a free tlow to tke creek,
but this eould easily be filled vp, and the ma-
terial for that purpose was lying near at hand.
About two hundred yards further on another
breastwork and ditch had been construeted from
the creek to a rock near the base of the nortbern
eliff. ~ Space sufficient for the passage of wagons
was Jeft between the rock and the foot of the
cliff, and the evident intention was to. compel
trains to pass beneath the precipice, which Lad
probably been mined,

At the distance of fifty or sixty yards was
another dam and a ditch which the road crossed
again on a temporary bridge. ‘The purpose of
this ditch was to prevent wagons from passing
to the opposite side of the bottom, and avoiding
the vicinity of the clif. A hundred yards fur-
ther on was the last dam and its accompanying
breastwork. They stretched the whole ‘way
deross the bottem. By the aid of this dam the
kanyon could be overflowed for several hundred
yards to the depth of five or six feet. It was
constructe({ Just above the mouths of two narrow
gorges whict enter the kanyon at this point,
nearly opposite one another, The earth washed
down out of the garge on the southern side
forms a tongue of sand which extends neariy
half way into Echo Kanyon and obviates the
necessity of 80 long a dam as the first one of the
series. A gully washed by the rain down the
centre of this tongue was dug over and arranged
s0 as to form a breastwork in connection with
the dam. OStone walls were built across the
mouth of each of the narrow gorges. On the
slope of the steep hills adjoining the gorge on
the southern side of the kanyon, ditches were
dug and embankments made in front of themat
different heights, These command the whole
of the fortifications below. But a flanking party,
by taking possession of the summit of any of the
southern hills, would command this entire serics
of works. '

All the correspondents concur in pronoun-
cing these fortifications a trivial affair, which
eould not have delayed our army a day, por
scarcely an hour,

The first view of the Salt Lake Valley is

thus pieasingly described by the Times’ corres--
pondent :— £
Descending the Big Mountain, whose summit: -
was enveloped in clouds, we struck into Emigra- -
tion Canon, by which, opening, at last, we passed:
the last spire of the Wahsatch range. And now'
burst upon our view, as we came out upon the'

=

‘high bench overlooking the Valley of Great Salt.

Lake, one of the most enchanting landscapes.
Yor days we had been imprisoned among the
mountains, whose rugged grandeur and sublimi-
ty had almost become tiresome, Suddenly, as.
we emerged from the fastnesses, the great val-
ley lay out before us, with its teeming fields of
grain, and other quiet evidenges of refined Civie
lization. 'The change is sudden and striking,
forcing the most practical mind’ to the observa-
tion of contrasts' which, under ‘any  other
circumstances, would be noticed only by the-
artist. o s B

Great Salt Lake City certainly possesses a
charming location, Its site is directly under
the mountains, which come down in very steep.
ridges to a great bench or plateau; overlooking
the bottom of the valley. Indeed, the city,
which sits upon this sloping beneh, comes to
within a mile or two of the mountain’s base,
where Emigration Canon opens upon the plaia,
while the north-easterr: corner of the settlement
is scarcely a quarter of a mile from the eliffs.
The traveller coming out of Emigration Canen |
first looks down upen the broad street of Great
Salt Lake some twenty or thirty miles distant,
although it appears to be not more than a quat-
ter of that distance. As he rides on a‘tihfq
further, the city itself, with its neat buildings,
luxuriant shade<trees, and teeming  gardens,
gradually appear, until at last the whole city
lays out before him at a glance, with allitg
streets as plainly marked as’ thopgh it weréa
map lying upon the table before him. = On the’
bosom of the distant lake rests.a great island, -
from which rises another ngountain, lofty almons
a8 those which we have just passed ; while'to the -
northward and southw: . “spreads
out as far as the eye can reach; without & hills
to obstruct the view, W est of the city, zunving
through the, centre of the valley, the Jorden
ceourses it sway. ¢ 0 v *ads o

A nearer view, howevey, revealed: other fes-
tures of the scene, Viz: i .o )

* We found this city of 'six miles square al-
mest entirely deserted. From ‘many of ‘the
houses the roofs have been torn ;'in’ scarcely
one of them was a window sash'remaining. ' Al
had been removed and the windowk boarded
up, in anticipation of the'coming of the' Uent
tile army. In house after house, straw and’
other combustibles are piled’up, readz for the
incendiary torch, to be applied by the two or
three men left here to guard the city and 1o
burn it the moment the Prophet should give
the signal. T do not belieye there are five hun-
dred persons in town to-day, although its po-
pulation, under ordinary circumstances; ., eannot
be far from twelve thousand. = All had gone
southward, in obedience to the order of Brig-
ham Young.' :

The conferences between the Peace Commis-
sioners and the Mormon Jeaders were held on
the 10th, 11th and 12th of June, before the cor-
respondents left Camp Seott, Their accounts,
derived from different witnesses, concur in the
main peints. We condense the ¢ Tribune’ cor-
respondent’s account :

.On the 10th, about 114 o'clock, according
to agreement, Brigham, Heber and Daniel, as
well as George A. Swith, William H. Heoper,
and twenty or thirty more of the leading men
of the Church, including most if not al! of the
twelve Apostles, entereg the city. They dined
at Brigham's mansion, and during the eyening.
visited first the Governor and then the Commis.
sioners. After supper Brigham was serenaded
by the Mormon militia band—a cempiiment,
which was nos extended to any of the Gen-
tiles, ;

Arrangements weye made for a- grand confe-
rence between the Commissioners, the Gover-
nor and the Superintendent of Indian Affairs on
the one hand, and the First Presidency and
T'welve Apostles of the Mormon church on the
other, which commenced in the Council House
the next morning at 10 ¢'clock. They gat until
9 o’clock in the afternoon, when Brigham pros
Pnsed and carried an a(}journment to 6 o'clock.
I'e conference was private, but the outline of
its proceedings, so far as Ihave been able to
gather them, was as follows : Mr Buchanan's
proclamation had been read in public inthecity
the evening before the Commissioners exrrived,
and a copy was forwarded to Provo the gamé
day. 1t was received with great surprise and in-
dignation by the bulk of the Mormon popula-
tion, as they had been led by Col. Kane to ex-
pect A different expression of gentiment thaa
that set forth in the begiuning of the document,
Even the ¢ full and free’ parden did not recon-
cile them to the parration of their treasons |
the preamble, which they denounced as qmr:
med with falsehoods and.ul\iust aspersions from
beginning to end.  Something of this same feel-
ing was. carried into the conference by those
saints of inferior grade who had not been’ao-
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1 quainted with Brigham’s intention toaccept the

nardon in spite of the preamble. One of the
introdustory speeches ,wp made by Elder Eras-
tus Snow. a memberof the Twelve, and was

of profanity and: obseenity. . He was sev

buked by Governor Powell, and each ed-




