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In proportion to the tonnage snd number of men
above mentioned to be employed fince fo much
will be taken from the carrying trade of this nation,
and the very lols of the freightage of fuch a number
of veflels, would be an evil of great magnitude and
great miichief,

In f:& the Americans, fo privileged, would be
gble w0 monopolize the whole, or the greater portion
of the {fupply of our Weft India colonies, and of the
trade connefted with it, They would enjoy, when-
ever we were at war, all the advantages of peace
infurance, peace wages, peace freight, and peace
contingencies of every kind ; and at all times, they
would be able to make, perhaps a treble voyage, in
stout half the time which a Britith veflel requires
to make one full freightage to the Weflt Indies and
back. Under all thefe local and other advantages
in favour of America, we affuredly could offer no
effe€tual competition. The trade would confe-
quently be transferred, and the feamen being tranf-
ferred with the trade, they would learn to regard
th- country which ferved, as their own, and be thus
loft to England for ever,

Thefe apprehenfions are not without caufe, The
very extraordinary and immediate effet on the whole
trade, by the dilcouragements to Britith fhipping,
in confequence of the licences granted by Welt-
India Governors, appears, by the following ftate-
ment of imports and exports, into and from, the
American States and the Britifh Weft Indies,

dAverage Exports of feur years ending in 1801, from the
American States &

S$INEE LICENCES WERE GRANTED.

Dry fith. Wet do. Qak and pine boards.
Qntls. Btls. Feet

124,781 29,783 33,580,342

Shing'es. Qak & pine timber. Beef & pork.
No. Tons. Brls.

42,807,944 12,753 38,629

Awerage of four years ending ix 1792 ¢

BEFORE LICENCES WERE GRANTED,

Qntls. Brls. Feet. No.

20 134 13,169,310 20,156,272
Tons. Brls. ,

6,626 26

Hverage Imports of four years ending in 1801, into the
American States :

SINCE LICENCES WERE GRANTED,

Rum. Sugar. Coflee. Cocot.
Gallons, Cwt. Cwt. Cwt.
45313128 133,488 23,473 3,589

Average of four years ending in 1792 :
BEFORE LICENCES WERE GRANTED,

+,782,874 20,569 2919 31

Of the articles thus imported and exported in the |

four years ending 1801, the carriage was wholly, or
wiih the exception of a very few cargoes, enjoyed by
the Americans ; and from the progrels thus made
in the trade of the United States we may judge,
with tolerable accuracy, of the confequences that
muft refult to Britifh fhipping from a continuation
of thole indulgences which have already produced
{uch efle&s,

The capability of Great Britain and Ireland, and
of the remaining fettiements in North America, to
fupply the demands of the Weft Indian Market,
has been on former occafions, very amply difcul-
fed, and generally admitted, 1 bad, therefore, in-
dulged the hope that it was no longer neceflary to
dirc& the attention of the public, in any particular
manner, 0 the queftion ; and it was, confequently,
difmiffed, with proportional brevity of remaik,in the
firlt edition of this' work., Butthe power of fup-
ply, which bad been fo inveftigated and acknow-
Jedged, is, it feems, to be again denied.  In feveral
late memorials from Jamaica, we read of nothing
but the incompetency of England and its depen-
dencies, as fer as this fubje€t is concerned; and, it
js maintained with no great moderation of language,
¢hat it has become ablolutely neceflary, not mcr'cly
to the proipenty, but to the exiftence of the Weit
Irndia colonies, to extinguifb, at once, slmoft the
whele of thole reftriflions, or regulations, under
which their trade has been fo long and profperouf-
1y condufled, and to open their ports, freely and ef-
fcfually, to American produce in Americaa vel-
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fels; In this country, the fame do@rines have been
[uftained by American or Welt Indian agents, and
with the fame facility of affertion.  'While all the
evidence of former enquiries and reports oa the
topic are ignorantly or wilfully overlooked, we are
told perpetually, not only of the illiberality and
crueity of Gieat Britain in maintaining her ancient
principles of colonial policy, but, of the conflant
danger to which the iflands are, thereby expoled,
of want and famine ; and, as if all thele dogmatical
affertions had been fortified by admitted or incon-
trovertible fat, we are, finally, called on to facri-
fice to America, the whole maritime conftitut.on of
the Empire, and to appeale idlc and intercfied cla-
mour, by the reaunciation of na'ional and moft ef
fential interefts, It may be neceffary, therefore, to
give to this queftion a more ample inveftigation.

Almoft all the arguments which have been lately
advanced in favour of thefe claims and principles,
have been borrowed from Edwards, who himfelf
borrowed them from his predeceffors in the fame
inquiry, It will be recolle&ed, however, by intelli-
gent men, that the name of Mr. Edwards does not
carry with it any infallible authority, Of the falts
and flatements of that writer, many are now known
to be unfupported and fallacious, He was a colo-
nift, a planter, and a confiderable proprictor of
flaves; and he appears to be fo far warped by pri-
vate or interefted motives, as to have adopted
views and opinions on the moft (ufpicious teftimo-
ny, merely bécaule they feemed to favour his fyl-
tem, His tale of the {fon of the Count de Gralfe,
(o haftily and cruelly admitted into his work ; his
continued atteftation in favour of the honour and
vericity of the perfon from whofe flander that tale
was derived ; his whole ftory of the ¢ Teltament
de mort a’Oge,” repeated on the doubtful credit
of a Frenchman of St. Domingo, who had perfecu-
ted, and been perfecuted in his turn ; the anecdote
of Gallifet’s flaves, in which dates and circumftan-
ces, eflential to the accuracy of the ftory, have been
either wilfully {uppreffed, or ignorantly omitted ;
and fome other particulars which it is not now ne-
ceflary 1o Rate,; fcem fully to warrant the opinion
that has been pronounced, * that the rafhnels of
Mr. Edwards in admitting fa€s, was not greater than
his rathnefs in admitting opinions,” I do not, how-
ever, advert to thefe particulars, for the fole pur-
pofe of impeaching the veracity of the hiftorian, but
of reminding his readers of the folly of implicit cre-
dulity, and of exprefling my regret, that the gene-
ral value of his work fhould be diminifhed by the
admiffion of many hafty doftrines and injurious fa-
brications,

Oa the Weft India fupply trade he (peaks with
as little caution, as, fometimes on other topics. ** If
ever,”’ {ays he, ¢ there was one particular branch
of commerce in the world that called lefs for re-
ftraint and limitation than another, it was that which
was carried on, previous to the year 1774, between
the Weft India planters and the inhabitants of

~ North America ;’—and this broad and moft unqua-

lified sflertion he attempts to fupport by arguments
founded on a table, which, neverthelefs, proves ao-
thing, but which I fubjoin, becaufe it will be hereaf-
ter referred to.

[To be Continued.]

Here follows @ Table of the Exports from North America to
the Britifpb Weft India Iflands, in the years 1771, 1772 and 3773
~—xvbich will precede our next continuation on this interefling subject,

Michael Ry:m,

AS Jalt received, and for Sale at his Store,
late in the occupation of E. /. Miller, an affortment of

Groceries,

Which he will difpofe of on the moft realonable terms for
Cath or good Bills. :

Arso—A fmall affortment of Books, confifting of ancient
and modern, miraculous, queer, odd, ftrange, fupernatural, whim-
fical, out of the way and unaccountable productions, which, to-
gether with a2 fmall quantity of Stationary, he flatters himfelf,
will be well worth the atteation of the public.

AucusT 6th, 1806,

Wanted,

QUANTITY of RAGS, for which, Books

A or Cafh will be given ip exchange.
PaintinGg-Orricz,
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LONDON, juns® 11

PACIFIC RUMOURS AGAIN»

In confequence of the arrival of difpatches for government om
Thurfday lait, by a flag of truce from France, and two cartels iny
the courfe of the week, with feveral perfons of diflinction, who
were detained at the commeucement of the war, the Funds have
experienced a rife of one per ceat.~—Omnium, which was done
a 2 1-4 on Wednefday, was, on Saturday, contracted for at 3 i-3e
~-Nothing whatever has tranfpired refpetting the nature of the
difpatches received, nor is any thing likely to be known on the
fubjed, as government very properly keeps the matter a fecrety
to prevent ipecu ation in the funds and in articles of meichan
dize. Cruizers are often kept for the purpofe of meeting the
flags of truce at fea, as{oon as they quit the French ports, to
take out the difpatches. This was the cafe with refpect to the
latt : however, it argues favourably that an intercourie continues
open, and that an arrangement is completed relative (0 an exe
change of prifoners.

Mr, Fox {ubmitted a relolution to the Houfe of
Commons laft night, on the fubje& of the Abolia
tion of the Slave Trade. The latenels of the Sefs
fion, and the confequent impoflibility of a full dife
cuffion of the mealure, were the reafons for not
bringing the fubje&t forward in the fhape®of a Bill,
The Refolution was of a general nature, o as to come
prehend almolt all defcriptions of perfons in its fup-
port, It declares the Slave Trade contrary to eve-
ry principle of juftice, of humanity, and found po-
licy, and without piedging the Houfe to the mane
ner or period of the abolition, “declares, that they
will with all pradticable expedition, take meafures
for that purpofe. The principle of the Trade was
generally, with the exception of the Members for
Liverpool, admitted to be bad ; but confiderable dif-
ference of opinion prevailed as to the beft mode of
abolifhing it, The difcuffion that enfued was pro-
tralted to 2 late hour, but the Refolution was finally
agreed to by a Majority of 115 to15. Mr, Wilber«
force afterwards moved an Addrels to His Majelly,
requelting him to concert with Foreign Powers the
neceflary means of abolishing the Slave Trade g
which was carried without adivifion,

It is now underftood, that Minifters have fo far
conceded to the Court of Direftors, as to forego
their determination with refpeét tothe appointment
of Lord Lauderdale to the Government General of
India: and that Lord Minto is to be appointed to
that high and important office, with the perfeét con
currence of all parties,

A Spanish {chooner has been fent into Plymouth,
as a prize to the Surinam of 18 guns ; by this veflel
we have received the particulars of the following
gallant encounter between a haundful of our brave
tars, and a fleet of Spanish armed boats :—~The ten-
der belonging to the Surinam, in which was Lieut,
Rofs and 10 volunteers, mounted with 4 {wivels,
and 4 mufketoons, went within two miles of Bilboa
Caltle, and was there becalmed : two armed boats
came off to attack them, with 30 foldiers in each,
and after a {mart contelt one of them was {ent to the
bottom, with all the people on board ; in the other
boat fix men were killed, and she then went off ;
but being joined by five others, she returned to re-
new the attack, when the tender taking the advan-
tage of a breeze, made off. In the confli® Lieut.
Rofs is faid to have been badly wounded by cuts
and ftabs, but it is hoped not mortally ; two of his
gallant comrades are allo wounded, one of whom, it
1s feared, will die ; but the enemy’s lofs is ver
confiderable, 3o having perifhed in the firft boat,

The Frengh Official Journal contains a curious
Note on an article of Naval Intelligence in an En-
glish paper. Itfpeaks of “no lefs than 15 divifions
of French ships of war at fea; {peculates upon the
immenle depredations they are to commit upon our
trade; in the fame breath recognizes our maritime
fuperiority, by a peevish admiflion that many of
thefe mufl be tiken, and that the war muft hence-
forth be dire&ed againft our commerce ! ! :

His Majefty has granted to the heirs of Admiral

Nelfon, an aanuity of soool. and a diftin& grant
of 120,c00l. 4

. The French frigate Felicite, is ftated to have deftroyed 34 By
tilh veflels, moftly Fithermen off Newfoundland,
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